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Commander’s Message                

Cdr Susan Agruso, AP                            cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Hello everyone.  Welcome to spring.

Thanks to Matt Braatz for arranging for our speaker at the March 
General Membership Meeting.  Rick and Julie Peterson had us all leaning 
forward in our seats staring at the screen, showing amazing pictures 
of their travels and mesmerized by their tales of sailing the high seas.  

They had so much to share, and we only had a limited amount of time.  Several of you asked if 
they will come back, and we will try to arrange an encore presentation in the fall.

Spring is a beautiful time of year with gardens blooming with new life.  It is also when some 
of our members leave us to journey north as the temperatures warm.  Now is the time to 
plan to stay in touch and continue to share all of our exciting boating adventures.  So, do you 
Facebook?  Are you a frequent user of the MSPS website?  Do you read the Helm Station 
from cover to cover each month?  If not, you are missing out on all things MSPS.  Now is 
the time to learn about and take advantage of these great resources.  Joe Pasquerell, Terri 
Kondos, and Glen Kondos will take the stage at the April General Membership Meeting and 
discuss all things virtual to stay in touch no matter where your travels take you.  They will 
review how to access these online resources and how to contribute.  And we are always looking 
for suggestions to improve and reach more people.  Not into digital life?  Just try it out this 
one evening and, if nothing more, enjoy the pictures and the company of friends!  As always, 
delicious refreshments will be served.

Your new Bridge is hard at work on your behalf.  On the next page you will see the list of 
MSPS Departments and Committee Chairs.  If you have an idea, want to ask a question, or just 
say thanks, these are the people to contact.  There are a few vacancies and you may be just 
the person to fill one.  See a committee you are interested in joining?  Reach out to the Chair 
who will welcome your participation.  If you have a suggestion for a presentation at a future 
meeting or a seminar before the meeting, please let me know.

The D22 Spring Conference is April 21 to 22.  P/C Matt Braatz will be inducted as Commander 
of D22 on Saturday evening.  Let Mike Silvay know if you are planning to attend.  We still 
need four more delegates to vote on issues that impact MSPS at the meeting on Saturday 
afternoon.

Please check the MSPS calendar that is listed later in this issue.  There is too much happening 
to mention it all.  Our 26th Anniversary Party is Saturday, May 13.  The Social Committee did a 
great job arranging for our luncheon.  See Debra Hartwell to sign up.

Looking forward to seeing you on April 4.
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MANATEE SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
DEPARTMENTS - COMMITTEE CHAIR AND STAFF OFFICERS - 2023

Staff Committees
Cdr Susan Agruso

Chaplin  Nadene Cornell 
Merit Marks Yvonne Beverage
National Delegates Susan Agruso

Executive Department
Lt/C Mike Silvay

Legislative Tony Romersa
Public Relations Don Hanzlik
Marketing Tom Brown
Vessel Safety Matt Braatz and

Mike Silvay

Additional Responsibilities
Awards
Boating Safety 
Cooperative Charting
Delegates – D22
Environment
Fishing
Kayaking

Education Department
Lt/C Myles Gee

America’s Boating Class Larry Beverage

Advanced Grades
Boat Handling (S) Myles Gee
Marine Navigation (P) John Walsh
Advanced Marine Nav. (AP) Don Cook
Offshore Navigation (JN) Dean May
Celestial Navigation (S) Dean May

Elective Courses
Cruise Planning Myles Gee
Electronic Navigation Mike Silvay
Engine Maintenance George Nartsissov
Instructor Development Myles Gee
Marine Communications Sys. Cliff Schmidt
Marine Electrical Systems Tom Mertz
Radar VACANT
Sail Bill Dearstyne
Weather George Druist

Administrative Department
Lt/C Deborah Pickhardt

Boating Activities Chuck Whelan
Day Boating Activities Ed Smith
Membership Don Hanzlik and

Judy Hanzlik
Membership Involvement VACANT
Port Captain Myles Gee
Operations Training Myles Gee
Shipmates VACANT
Social/Special Activities Debra Hartwell
Sunshine Terri Kondos

Treasurer’s Department
Lt/C Tom Mertz

Ship’s Store Sue Highfill
Property Larry Beverage

Secretary’s Department
Lt/C Larry Beverage

Ensign Correspondent Larry Beverage
Historian Verne Walsh
Information Technology Joe Pasquerell
Publication Editor Glen Kondos
Public Contact Susan Agruso
Roster Susan Agruso and

Joe Pasquerell
Website Joe Pasquerell
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Executive Officer

Lt/C  Mike Silvay, JN-CN                xo@manatee-squadron.org

Thanks to all who contributed to the great success of Just For Girl’s 
Fishing.  The weather was perfect, and the girls made some great mem-
ories.  They also learned some techniques on the fine art of fishing.  I 
also had a learning moment.  I learned I should listen better when told I 
should double glove when cutting up a bunch of smelly squid bait.

The District 22 Spring Conference will be held at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference 
Center, Punta Gorda on April 21-23, 2023.  We need additional delegates to represent our 
squadron.  If you are available to attend on Saturday April 22 for the vote, please let me know 
via email, xo@manatee-squadron.org.

Safe Boating Week is May 20-26.  It’s not too soon to start thinking about how we can best 
share our wealth of boating knowledge to keep folks safe out on the water.

Finally, congrats to our newest vessel safety examiner Larry Beverage.  Larry completed his 
fifth supervised exam this month.  

mailto:xo@manatee-squadron.org
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Hello, Everyone,

The weather continues to be beautiful.  We now have more daylight 
hours for boating and social activities.  It is great to see that we have 

had super participation in all events. Everyone is having some fun times. As we blast off into 
the Spring and Summer season, I hope that you can continue to join us for all the activities in 
March & April. 

I would like to welcome all new members and invite you to join us in as many activities as you 
possibly can.  That way you can see how much fun the Manatee Squadron can be. Thank you 
all that were able to join in for the Poker Run, I heard it was exciting as ever. We had lots 
of members come out for the event. I am very disappointed I was not able to attend this 
time.  I am looking forward to the next Poker Run.  Everyone told me how much fun they had 
this time. On March 9th, the Just for Girls Fishing event was a huge success. Thank you all 
that volunteered. This month’s Munch Brunch was lots of fun, we had 15 attendees and as 
always, the food was good. Everyone had a great time meeting and mingling with the group. It 
was a little chilly outside but very cozy and relaxing inside.  Please join your fellow squadron 
members next time for a great breakfast.

On March 24th, we gathered for Music in the Park at Bradenton Riverwalk Music 
Amphitheater. This was a free event.  Hopefully many of you took advantage of this time to 
join the group for a relaxing evening listening to some Caribbean music.Tall Ships are coming 
to St. Pete Mar 30-Apr 2; Bob has a fun event planned so that you will be able to get out on 
the water to watch and welcome the Ships to our area.  If you have any questions about the 
event please see Bob Miller, and please try to join us for this event. In April we have the 
following activities planned.  Please contact me if you have any questions:

April 13-16 Hyatt Overnight Cruise
April 18 - Historic Water Taxi outing in Tampa
April 16- Munch Brunch
April 29-30 Raft up

Please remember our Anniversary lunch at the Bradenton Yacht Club, May 13th.   For more 
details, see the Sunshine news and Birthday section page of the Helm Station. If anyone has 
any ideas about new activities that you would like considered, please let me know. I am always 
open to new ideas.

Enjoy some fun days out on the water!

Administrative Officer

Lt/C Deborah Pickhardt, S                ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN                           seo@manatee-squadron.org

Education Department            

Howdy,

It’s been a whirlwind these past four weeks, national meeting, the 
national cruise, two sets of friends staying at our home and then off 
to Greenville South Carolina to conduct District 26’s Change of Watch. 
We’re glad to be home alone and to spend time with you.

As I reported back in March, we do have the new Marine Navigation class, to be honest I 
haven’t had time to talk to John Walsh about teaching the class, but that will happen.

At the national meeting, the Governing Board Members voted to allow the Squadron/Club 
Educational officers to order Instructor manuals for classes at no cost to the club. It’s been 
sometime since we have had a Cruising and Cruise Planning Class so that is on our radar to offer 
this class, which has always been popular with our members no matter what class of boat. Let 
me know if you are interested in taking this class.

“There is something very special about the thrill of cruising in new waters and the sense of 
accomplishment upon completing an extended cruise. To go beyond what most boaters do on a 
weekend overnight or even a week or so marina hopping requires boaters to leave their normal 
cruising areas and comfort zones. The Cruising and Cruise Planning course focuses on the planning 
and preparation necessary for safe enjoyable extended cruises on both inland and coastal waters.”

Congratulations to Joette Devon, Bill & Trish Schmitt, and Linda & Bruce Douglass for taking 
and passing the Boat Handling class. This class was the first blended class we held that was 
in person and remotely by computer. Bill and Trish were either at home or at work during the 
class participating electronically, with the help of Ed Van Stedum and Matt Braatz, all went 
well.
 
Please take time to check out America’s Boating Channel, you will not be disappointed. 
America’s Boating Channel - YouTube

If you are interested in a particular class/seminar, please contact me.
As you are out boating, keep your eye to the sky for pop up storms, wear your life jacket, and 
enjoy the beautiful waters in our area. Be safe and have fun!

YHGLSEO,  myles

PS: PLEASE DON’T FORGET THAT MATT BRAATZ WILL BE SWORN IN AS THE NEW 
DISTRICT COMMANDER SATURDAY APRIL 22 BY OUR CHIEF COMMANDER CRAIG 
FRASER. COME AND SUPPORT MATT AND HIS MUCH BETTER HALF SANDI!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1c_rFyt1fGqvdiSauAijAg
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The bank balance for both checking and money market is $12303.32 at 
the end of February. This balances with the bank and all bills are paid. 
February had $14.19 more income than expenses. 

Please help our finances by contributing to the Squadron Sponsor program. Please make your 
tax deductible checks out to MSPS and give or mail them to me. I will include your name in 
next month’s Helm Station Honor Roll. 

Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom.

-----------------------------------------------------

The most expensive vehicle to operate, BY FAR, is the Costco shopping cart!

Life’s short. Make sure you spend as much time as possible on the Internet arguing with 
strangers about anything!

The older I get, the tighter companies are putting the lid on jars.

One big difference between men and women is that if a woman says “Smell this”; it usually 
smells nice.

I’m surprised when heavily tattooed couples have a baby and it comes out blank.

Silence is golden but with kids or grandchildren, silence is suspicious.

Treasurer Report

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP                                tres@manatee-squadron.org
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3rd Annual Poker Run
by Tom Mertz, tommertzusps@gmail.com
Photos by Syd Xinos,Terri Kondos, Jan Mertz, Tom Brown

The 2023 MSPS Poker Run was a great success

We had a total of 44 poker players with 6 teams participating by boat. I owe a huge thank you 
to the attendants and judges, Larry & Yvonne Beverage, Matt & Sandi Braatz, Tom Brown & Dan 
Meldrum, Jan Mertz & Margot McGorman, and Trudee Kondos & Betty Goodrich, who handed out 
the envelopes and ranked the hands. We couldn’t have held this event without their help.  I also 
want to thank Pat Capsavage for donating the cards that were used.

The winners were:

Alice Cooper   Full house (3- 7’s & 2- 2’s) $200.00
Dean May   3 Kings    $150.00
Mike Silvay   3 10’s     $  70.00
Fran Xinos            8, 6, 5, 3, 2    $  20.00
  
Let’s do this again next year! The fourth annual MSPS Poker Run will be on March 3, 2024!
 
Thanks again to all the participants and helpers, Tom Mertz

mailto:tommertzusps@gmail.com
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Poker Run Cont.
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Just For Girls Fishing & Cookout
by Larry Beverage, lyb204@gmail.com
Photos by Larry Beverage, Verne Walsh, and Tom Brown

Mother nature was extremely nice to us for the 
Just for Girls fishing outing on March 9, 2023. The 
morning started in the mid-60’s as we prepared for 
the girls’ arrival.  Fishing poles were set up and bait 
cut up on the Green Bridge, while charcoal was being 
lit at Blackstone Park in preparation for a cookout.  
By the time the girls finished fishing and arrived at 
Blackstone Park for the cookout, we were in the 70’s.

One nice mangrove snapper was caught and several 
rock fish.  Feedback from the Green Bridge was 
positive. Everyone had a fun time. The ratio of 
volunteers for the event was very high as the Just 
for Girls School only had 14 girls compared to the 
usual 25.  In addition to the girls, there were four 
teachers and 33 volunteers on the bridge and at the 
park. Plenty of helpers to handle tangled lines, tackle 
repair, baiting hooks etc., and get the cookout setup. 

While the fishing was going on, MSPS volunteers 
gathered at Blackstone Park in Palmetto. The group 
was busy lighting charcoal, cleaning and covering 
tables and setting up to serve the girls and volunteers 
a hot dog and brat lunch. Chips were provided and the 
Xinos provided the fixings for chili dogs and Frito pie 
garnished with cheese. It was a big hit as the pot was 
empty at the end.  A nice addition to the food menu 
was a large platter of fresh fruit from Tuesdays 
Membership Meeting

After lunch the volunteers put out a dessert table 
full of yummy baked goods  This is a big treat for the 
girls; they really appreciate it. The event ended with 
full tummies and time for the girls to play outside at 
the park before returning to school. .  

Thank you to all the volunteers, this was a tremendous 
success due to your time and effort.

mailto:lyb204@gmail.com
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Just For Girls Fishing & Cookout Continued
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All Hanz On Deck
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

The idiom “all hands on deck” has its naval origins 
back in the 1700s. Sailors were referred to as 
hands. When the captain of the ship encountered 
an emergency, he’d want everyone at their stations 
doing their jobs. When Don and Judi Hanzlik are 
docking their Carver 466 motor yacht, you can 
appreciate the need for the extra help. However, 
that’s not the origin of their vessel name, All Hanz 
on Deck. When the Hanzlik family was sitting around 
the kitchen table trying to come up with a name for 
their newly acquired Chaparral 340 in 2008 while 
in Northern Virginia, an interesting news segment 
popped up on the television. Cathy Lanier, then 
Washington DC Police Chief, was holding a televised 
news conference in advance of a weekend that would 
see several demonstrations around the city with 
protesters and counter-protesters. When Chief 
Lanier was asked how the department would be able 
to handle all of them, she said, “We’ll have all hands 
on deck”. It was an epiphany. The Hanzlik family knew 
they found their new vessel name and changed hands 
to Hanz.

Don learned boating from his uncle on his 26’ Chris-
Craft V8 inboard on Pistakee Lake outside of Chicago. 
They enjoyed water skiing, cruising, and some fishing. 
With a move to Northern Virginia passing time, 
boating was superseded by the daily grind. That all 
changed when Don and Judi visited some friends who 
put them up on their boat overnight. They turned 
to each other and realized this was a good gig and 
decided they wanted a boat. They soon joined the 
“Party on the Potomac” boating group, and they were 
hooked. Every other weekend there were raft-ups 
and parties with good friends. 

mailto:terri.kondos@gmail.com
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Once the decision was made to move to Bradenton, 
Don and Judi acquired a slip at Riviera Dunes at 
which to dock their boat. It took 16 days to take 
their Chaparral 340 down the ICW and across the 
Okeechobee Waterway, finally ending at RDM. Now 
in Florida with a different boating environment, 
the discussion moved to acquiring a new boat. 
With the desire to spend more time on overnight 
trips, Judi was steadfast in wanting a bigger cabin 
with comfortable berthing space and a second 
berthing compartment for guests. A bigger galley, 
a dedicated dining table, with better stairs and 
grab bars were also a must. While attending several 
boat shows, there was only one boat that met their 
requirements - the Carver 466 Motor Yacht with 
twin Volvo Penta Tam-D 480 HP engines. With a 
flybridge hosting a wide suite of electronics and 
comfortably seating many guests for a great view, 
their vessel also has a separate social deck and is 
the perfect area to relax at the end of the day and 
watch the sunset. The full galley provides ample 
space with an apartment size refrigerator for long 
cruise provisions.

Don took several boating safety courses from 
the Coast Guard. However, it was Tom Brown who 
introduced the Hanzliks to the Manatee Sail and 
Power Squadron. The appeal of taking additional 
boat related courses, boat trips, and other club 
arranged social activities sealed the deal to become 
members.

So the next time you’re dining out by the water and 
someone yells “All hands on deck,” don’t fret. It 
may simply be All Hanz on Deck motoring down the 
waterway to their next destination.

EPIRB and PLB Incentives

Beginning July 1, 2016 a customer who owns a recreational 
vessel equipped with an Emergency Position Indicating Ra-
dio Beacon (EPIRB) or who owns a recreational vessel and a 
Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) is eligible to receive a reg-
istration fee reduction during an original or renewal vessel 
registration transaction. The following link provides details.

https://www.flhsmv.gov/motor-vehicles-tags-titles/vessels/
epirb-plb-incentives/

https://www.flhsmv.gov/motor-vehicles-tags-titles/vessels/epirb-plb-incentives/
https://www.flhsmv.gov/motor-vehicles-tags-titles/vessels/epirb-plb-incentives/
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Music in the Park
by Terri Kondos, terri.kondos@gmail.com
Photos by Glen & Terri Kondos

The weather was lovely, the company excellent, the sunset 
spectacular, and the music was reggae!  Twenty some of our 
MSPS members gathered on 24 March along the Manatee 
River for the first of the 2023 “Music in the Park” series 
at the Bradenton Riverwalk Mosaic Amphitheater and were 
treated to groovy Caribbean reggae performed by IRuption.  
Some members arrived by boat and tied up at the Bradenton 
Day Docks, conveniently located on the Riverwalk.  Thanks 
to Debra Hartwell for organizing another fabulous MSPS 
Social Event. 

mailto:terri.kondos%40gmail.com?subject=
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Munch Brunch
by Vernie Pickhardt, vcpick@yahoo.com 

Hello Everyone,

On Sunday March 19th, the Munch Bunch met for Breakfast. We had a great turn out. 
Fourteen Members and a guest, Terri Kondos’ mother, Betty, enjoyed fellowship and great 
food. A year ago we were averaging six to eight members. It is fantastic to see our numbers 
have doubled. Deborah and I would love to get twenty members before people start going 
north in June. Our next “Get Together” will be April 19th. Please be sure to RSVP. It is 
becoming very important to know how many folks are joining us, as it is difficult for D’s to set 
up tables for us without an accurate number.

Vernie Pickhardt S

mailto:vcpick@yahoo.com
mailto:debel56@yahoo.com 
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March’s General Meeting

Next General Meeting
4 April 2023

At 1900
Palmetto Elks

4611 4th Avenue E 
Palmetto, Florida 34220

Rick Peterson provided a presentation on 
sailing Europe in a sailboat

Cdr Agruso swears in new members of 
the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Lt Marty Spencer is celebrated 
for her five years of generous and 
thoughtful service to the club as the 
Sunshine Dept lead.
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MSPS 2023 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
April
Apr 4 - General Meeting 
Apr 13-16 - Sarasota Hyatt Overnight Cruise
Apr 16 - Munch Brunch
Apr 18 - Historic Water Taxi Tour & Lunch
Apr 21-23 - District Conference
Apr 29-30 - Raft-Up

May
May 2 - General Meeting 
May 13 - Anniversary Lunch at BYC
May 18-21 - Venice Yacht Club Cruise
May 21 - Munch Brunch

June
Jun 6 - General Meeting 
Jun 9-12 - Treasure Island Cruise
Jun 18 - Munch Brunch

July
Jul 2-5 - Twin Dolphin Cruise
Jul 16 - Munch Brunch

August
Aug 17 - Shell Key Preserve Beach Party
Aug 27 - Sep 4 - National Conference
Aug 20 - Munch Brunch

September
Sep 5 - General Meeting 
Sep 17 - Munch Brunch
Sep 21 - 24 - Longboat Key Cruise

October
Oct 3 - General Meeting 
Oct 13-14 - District Conference
Oct 15 - Munch Brunch
Oct 26 - Nov 7 - Fall Getaway 

November
Nov 7 - General Meeting 
Nov 19 - Munch Brunch

December
Nov 30-Dec 3 - Marina Jack Cruise
Dec 5 - General Meeting
Dec 9 - Manatee River Holiday Boat Parade
Dec 16 - Christmas Party
Dec 17 - Munch Brunch

Cahoots Band 
Happenings

April 2023

MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the 
following shows coming up this month:

15 April
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243

28 April
7 pm to 10 pm
3 Keys Brewing
2505 Manatee Ave E
Bradenton, Florida 34208

Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows.
Get some squadron members and friends 
together -  come out and have some fun!

For additional information about these 
and other activities, please visit the 
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.

http://www.cahootsmusic.com/shows
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Tall Ships - St. Pete
March 30 – April 2

The Tall Ships are Coming for four days to Port St. Pete. 
This is not something you want to miss.  The festival 
includes a rare chance to catch a glimpse or step 
aboard and even sail on one of the fleet that will be 
arriving.  The festival which runs for 3 days includes 
food trucks, craft beers, music, street performers and  
sea oriented marketplace. 

The ships will be anchored in Bayboro Harbor adjacent 
to Albert Whitehead Airport  and USF St. Petersburg  Campus. There are multiple ways to 
participate in the fun.  Those who want to tour the boats can purchase festival tickets($21.95) 
and get access to go on board these relics from the past. Those want to just stroll the dock 
and admire the ships can do that as well ($9.95) and for some hardy souls, you can even book 
passage and party with the crew ($150.00). Check their Web site for more details

https://tallshipsstpete.com   
 

MSPS PLAN TO SEE THE SHIPS

Plan A , We will depart at 1100 on Thursday, March 30, 2023 from the Bradenton Public Dock and 
cruise to Tampa Bay toward St. Pete, where these magnificent ships will be parading under full 
sail. The Sail event of these tall ships is expected to be in the Tampa Bay between 1pm – 4:30pm.  
We will float around and the area and find a good spot to see the ships underway.  After viewing 
the ships, we will return to the Manatee River.  
 
You can order a box lunch at our next meeting on March 7th. This is joint activity with our Social 
Activities.  The Box lunches will be available at Bradenton River Dock for pickup. 

In case of bad weather we have a Plan B,  we will raft up in the River, near the Cross and  stay safe 
and comfortable. and enjoy our Box Lunch and maybe some safety drills.

In case of really bad weather we have Plan C, which is Cancel !  We should have a good handle 
on the weather for the event about 3 days before and will make the call at that time and our 
Leader for this Cruise , will be;  Bob Miller and he will keep all informed.
 
The signup sheet has a provision for all to join in the fun!  So even if you’re not planning to bring a 
boat, you are invited to join other MSPS members on their boats as we want to fill the boats with 
our fun loving members and no one should be left behind. 

We will be praying for Fair winds and Safe Seas! 

https://tallshipsstpete.com
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DISTRICT 22

2023 SPRING CONFERENCE

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, April 21   

  0830 – 1200 Registration Desk Open         0900 - 1030 Squadron Bridge Officer 

Meeting

  1100 - 1200 District Council Meeting     1200 – 1330 Lunch on your own

 

1400 – 1500  Procedure     for Adoption of New or Amended Club/District Bylaws

P/D/C Ted Reiss and D/C Gene Burson
 

1500 – 1600   One and     Three Year Squadron/District Planning

P/D/C Sam Bonilla and D/Lt/C Matt Braatz

 1600 – 1730 Social with Appetizers (cash bar)  1730 Dinner on your own  

Saturday, April 22 

   0800 - 0900     Coffee and Pastry            0830 – 1200   Registration Desk Open        

0830 – 0930 – Educational Updates

D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN, District Educational Officer

0930 – 1030 – Safety and Recreational Boating

Scott Szczepaniak, Regional Boating Safety Specialist USCG 7th District, Prevention Division

1040 – 1200 – Town Hall 

Chief Commander Craig Fraser, SN and District Commander Gene Burson, JN

1215 – 1330 – Luncheon   

Speaker - Hans Wilson, President of Marine Industries of Southwest Florida

SWFMIA sponsors the Go Boating Florida website which offers a wealth of information to recreational boaters

1300 – 1350    Registration Desk Open  1400 – 1600    District Conference

Change of Watch - social 1730 / dinner served 1800

Change of Watch Ceremony 1900

Thank you D/C Gene and Welcome D/C Matt!

Dress: squadron shirt, khaki slacks, shorts or skirt
 Change of Watch: squadron or district shirt with khaki slacks or appropriate attire

Wishing you safe travel home 

See you at the Fall Conference, October 13 - 14, 2023 
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2023 Spring Conference

    Saturday, April 22, 2023

               Menu and

        Change of Watch 

   

8:00 am – 9:00am Complimentary Continental Breakfast 

Luncheon –   12:15 pm
       Choice of:

$34.00 – Chicken Parmigiana   – Bread Crumb and Parmesan Crusted Chicken
                                                           Topped with Marinara Sauce, Mozzarella and Parmesan Cheese

$34.00 – Beef Brisket – Tender, Slow Roasted and Seasoned Beef, Sliced and Presented with Pan Gravy

Entrees will be plated and served with Garden Green Salad (Romaine and Artisan Greens garnished with
Tomato, Onion, Carrots and Cucumber with Choice of Dressings, Roasted Redskin Potatoes, Peas and

Carrots, Rolls and Butter, Water, Iced Tea and Assorted Fresh Baked Cookies - Coffee on request

Change of Watch Dinner –   Social 5:30 pm / Dinner 6:00 pm

        Choice of:                                                                  Change of Watch Ceremony 7:00 pm

$48.00 – Bourbon and Bacon Tenderloin – Seared and Roasted Bacon Wrapped Tenderloin,
                                                                               Sliced and Complimented with Bourbon Demi

$50.00 – Shrimp Skewer – Jumbo Shrimp Skewered and Baked with Lemon Garlic Butter 
     Atop Rice Pilaf with Shrimp Scampi Sauce

$46.00 – Chicken Marsala – Sauteed Chicken Breast Finished with Mushroom Marsala Sauce

Entrees will be plated and served with Caesar Salad (crisp Romaine, tossed with Caesar Dressing, Parmesan
Cheese and Croutons), Loaded Potato Casserole, Green Beans, Rolls and Butter, Iced tea and Water –

 Coffee on request

Ice Cream Sundae Station!

Drinks can only be purchased with Credit Card - Event Center no longer accepts Cash

 Purchase your meals using the D22 Website:

Sign in to the D22 website — https://americasboatingclub-d22.org/
 Members Only – Registration/Purchase -

then follow the instructions (need your credit card)

No Reservations or Cancellations after April 10, 2023, please.
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District 22 Spring Conference News   Update

 April 21, 2023 and April 22, 2023

 Suggest you make your reservation NOW!

We were able to obtain 10 rooms at $159 per night at the Wyvern Hotel!

You may make your reservation on line or call our Reservation Specialties at
941.639.7700 and they can assist you.

Booking Link - https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/XU42K9
 

Information previously sent:

We have found that there is a large event in Punta Gorda the same weekend as our Conference.  Like us,
they love the convenience of Sheraton Four Points and SpringHill Suites.  BUT they contracted for rooms 
before us.  Four Points will not allocate any rooms to us.

SpringHill has allotted us rooms at $159 or $169 per night, after our allotment is used, the rate will be $269 per
night.

Rate available Thursday, April 20 thru Sunday, April 23
2 night minimum for this rate

Last day to book is March 30, 2023

The link is Book your group rate for America's Boating Club

 

Please be sure that you plan to attend before making a reservation, if you need to cancel, please

let us know in order to allow fellow USPS members to use your place. 
You are free to check with other hotels in Punta Gorda, D22 does not have any info on rates nor availability.
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America's Boating Channel 
Urges Use of Engine Cut-Off Devices 
Are you aware of the legal requirement for using engine 
cut-off devices? This is a requirement that could save your 
life.  

The requirement to use an engine cut-off switch (ECOS) 
took effect on April 1, 2021, and applies to all U.S. waterways, with fines of $100, $250, and 
$500 for the first, second, and third offenses, respectively. State and local authorities may choose 
to enforce the law differently, but using an engine cut-off switch is now the law for qualified 
vessels everywhere in the United States. 

The law applies to all personal watercraft and recreational boats under 26 feet with motors 
capable of 115 pounds of static thrust (a little under 3 horsepower). Boats not currently equipped 

with an engine cut-off switch are exempt, but that 
grandfather clause is closing fast. Another recent federal 
law required manufacturers to install engine cut-off 
switches on all new boats starting in January 2020. 

Videos are available that offer an overview of the 
importance of specialized safety equipment for recreational 
boating that will shut down the engine in an emergency 
such as the boat operator falling overboard. America’s 

Boating Channel™ produced these videos to help viewers learn about traditional lanyard type 
devices, as well as the new wireless systems.  

Watching videos like "Engine Cut-Off Devices" (https://youtu.be/3J3M8dMzqTk) is an excellent 
way for boaters to prepare for safer experiences on the water. America’s Boating Channel also 
produced a sequel entitled “Wear an ECOS” (https://youtu.be/i0Nu7Gu-JG0). It covers 
differences between boating knowledge and boating skills and why it matters. Viewers learn 
approaches to take to improve their boating abilities. 

You can follow the above links or visit 
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel  
to find  these and other safe boating videos, which are an 
excellent tool to help recruit participants to our 
educational program and to membership. Invite your 
friends and neighbors to watch, like and subscribe to 
America’s Boating Channel to introduce them to what 
our organization has to offer.  

Available on YouTube, America’s Boating Channel offers quick and easy access to 
professionally produced high-definition safe boating and boater education videos. America’s 
Boating Channel™ is produced by the United States Power Squadrons® (USPS) under a grant 
from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
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D’s Breakfast and Burgers

 
D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located on the historical Palmetto Main Street. 
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.

The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron 
friends in a relaxed atmosphere.

We chose this location which is just off the Green Bridge 
(8th Avenue) and is easy to get to from all directions. 
The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes, 
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those 
wishing to spice up their morning.

See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be 
disappointed.

Breakfast Munch BrunchBreakfast Munch Brunch

Next Munch Bruch - 9:30am 16 April 2023

The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve 
voluntary compliance
with federal and state 
recreational boating safety 
laws regarding the carriage 
of safety equipment on board 
vessels. Ensure a safe boating 
experience by having your vessel 
inspected by one of our qualified examiners! These 
are confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you 
will receive the above decal to proudly display on 
your vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail 
& Power Squadron by contacting safe@manatee-
squadron.org

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC) ?

mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2023 Squadron Sponsors Program

Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and 
Boating Safety events.

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while 
offering more fun activities to our members.

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our 
members can participate in these fun activities.

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for 
this year at the level that is right for you.

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25

Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our 
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your dona-
tion is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the 
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2023 Squadron Sponsor Roster

As of 3/16/2023

 Admiral:     Agruso,  Jim & Susan
Beverage  Larry & Yvonne
Braatz,  Matt & Sandi
Capsavage,  John & Pat 
Cornell,   Nadine 
Gee,    Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez,  Bob & Monique 
McClintic,  Mike
Kondos,   Glen & Terri
Mertz,   Tom & Jan
Romersa,   Tony & Linda
Spencer,  Bill & Marty
Whelan,  Chuck & Juliette

 Commodore: D’Alusio  John   

 Seaman:  Highfill,  Susan 
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MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____  Women’s:____

Send to: Manateeshipstore@gmail.com Credit cards accepted – 3% additonal charge

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Small – Extra Large $ 30.00 2XL and larger $32.50 Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts:  America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $75.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $35.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with  MSPS Burgee $20.00

Burgees:

Small: 6”X9” $20.00

Medium: 12”X18” $38.00

Large: 16”X24” $40.00
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Terri Kondos

HAPPY EASTER!
 

In taking up the responsibility for the Sunshine Committee, I want to echo the many thanks 
extended at last month’s General Meeting to Lt Marty Spencer for five years of generous and 
thoughtful service to the club in this role.

For our April 4th meeting, snacks will be provided by:
** Judi Hanzlik, Vietta Smagghe & Teresa Spiwak **

Many thanks, ladies, for volunteering!

We don’t yet have any volunteers for May 2nd or June 6th, so I’m definitely looking for some 
help!  Please contact me, terri.kondos@gmail.com or call/text me on 443-255-1039 and look for 
the sign-up sheet at our General Meetings.

In addition to organizing snacks for our General Meetings, the Sunshine Committee also sees to 
it that well wishes, condolences, and congratulations are sent to club members on behalf of us 
all, so if you know of someone who would like a little sunshine sent their way or should know that 
we are thinking of them and care, please let me know!

April Birthdays     
Judi Hanzlik

Katherine Schmitt    1
Glen Kondos    4

Ron Hartwell    11
Michele Pajak   11
Illene Tress   13
Pam Wright   14

Marty Spencer   15
Don Hanzlik    15

Join us to celebrate our MSPS Anniversary

Bradenton Yacht Club
4307 13th Street West, Palmetto, FL. 34221

May 13, 2023 - 11:30 am ( Saturday)
Cash Bar followed by lunch
$25 per person
Choice of: 
1. Caesar Salad with Grilled Shrimp & cup of Soup 
of the day
2. Club Sandwich with fries
3. Grilled Caesar Chicken wrap with fries

Please send your checks with meal choice to: 
Debra Hartwell
4729 Mainsail Dr, Bradenton, FL 34208

There will be a sign-up sheet at the April 4, 2023 
meeting

Carol Dearstyne   16
Marlene Bray   18
John D’Alusio   19
Judi Hanzlik   21

Juliette Whelan   23
Vernie Pickhardt   26
Angelain Loggins   28
Karen Bartlett   28

mailto:terri.kondos@gmail.com
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Advertise!

advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our 
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad 
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.

Support our Advertisers—They support us!

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, 
and other information.]

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year. 

Needed items include: 

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed 
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters   

We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place 
in your heart this month for these needy veterans. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING
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The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org

A publication of the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, a unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons®.  We are 
located in Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:  Glen Kondos, P
Photos:  by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos

The Helm Station is the official 
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.  
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station  
are those of the author of the article 
and do not necessarily represent the 
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or 
USPS.  All rights reserved.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

For more information about the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org

or call us at 941-799-7370

Visit us on our 
MSPS Facebook page:

“Sunset in Santorini” is by Glen Kondos
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http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-Sail-Power-Squadron-366053066763599
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