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Commander’s Message                

Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN                            cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy,

How soon it ends! Yes, my watch year as your commander is over, but 
on February 11 Commander Elect Susan Agruso, AP (Advanced Pilot) will 
be steering the ship for the next watch year. Susan is one smart lady, 
energetic, forword looking and fun to be around. Manatee is lucky to 

have Susan as our Commander. 

If I look back to these past twelve months our squadron has been blessed with having so many 
members volunteering their time making us a premier SQUADRON/CLUB!

I would normally not put specific names down in print for fear of missing someone, so I 
sincerely apologize if I missed someone. Glen Kondos, our Editor, Terri Kondos, Facebook 
extraordinaire, Debra Hartwell, for all the wonderful social events, Joe Pasquerell, our I.T. 
Guru, Don & Judi Hanzlik, Membership & Publicity, Susan Highfill, Ships Store, Nadene Cornell, 
our Chaplain, Tom Mertz & Ed Smith, Day Boaters, Chuck Whelan, Overnight Boaters, Tony 
Romersa, isn’t Tony just the BEST, Sandi Braatz, for taking control of our change of watch, 
the Bridge, Susan, Matt, Chuck, John, Tom, our Executive Committee members, Vernie, Tony, 
Larry, to all committee members, all of our members that bring snacks and smiles, Larry 
Beverage, our Public Boating Class Chair and someone I ask to do a lot for me, the Instructors 
that not only teach our classes but those that have been teaching to the public for years, to 
all of you members that continue to support our squadron/club, you are the backbone that 
keeps us afloat.

Finally, to Kathy Gee, who puts up with all my shenanigans and is there to always support and 
help me. Love you!

• There is still time to signup for our Change of Watch, contact Sandi Braatz
• The National meeting at the end of this month, Saturday February 25 is the actual formal 

meeting that is free for members to attend, many of our members in the past attended the 
Saturday meeting in Orlando, you may find it interesting.

• The District’s Change of Watch is April 22, our own Matt Braatz that will be installed as 
District Commander by the Chief Commander Craig Fraser, lets support Matt and come and 
meet Craig and Liana.

A great big Thanks to all of you!

We hope all of you have a safe and fun summer, be safe on the water or road, keep your eye to 
the sky and when boating wear your Life Preserver.

YHGLCDR, myles
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Executive Officer

Lt/C  Susan Agruso, AP                   xo@manatee-squadron.org

Hi everyone.

Our new year is off to an exciting start.  

Vessel Safety Checks are underway.  If you know someone who lives in 
Tidewater, remind them that inspectors from MSPS will be there on 
February 4.  We will let everyone know when inspections are scheduled 

for Waterlefe.   Now is a great time to schedule VSCs for your community.  Contact Matt 
Braatz or Ed Van Stedum for more information.

Fishing!  Cooking!  Serving!  Join us on March 9 for our next Just for Girls Fishing event.  Peo-
ple are needed at the Green Bridge to help the girls experience the thrill of catching and 
releasing what swims in the Manatee.  At Blackstone Park, help is needed to cook hot dogs and 
brats, set up tables, and serve the picnic fare.  There will be a signup sheet at the February 7 
membership meeting.

This is my last column as your Executive Officer.  I have enjoyed this past year and hope my 
efforts benefited you and MSPS.  Thank you for this wonderful opportunity.

Happening this Month:

  February 14 – Happy Valentine’s Day

  
  February 16 – Do a Grouch a Favor Day – you can practice this day for ....
  
  February 17 – Random Acts of Kindness Day.  Together, we can make the world a 
                                          nicer place.
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Hi Folks. Now that the holidays are over and we are earnestly trying to 
adhere to our New Year’s resolutions, we can begin to focus on the new 
year and all that it offers to our boating community.

Before I talk about what’s to come, let me briefly summarize our January activities. 
 
First was a very enjoyable luncheon at Sunset Grill on Jan 10 attended by 44 of our members. 
We also had five boats that decided to attend the luncheon by making a day trip out of it.  
They are glad they did as the weather was perfect and the docking easy.  

On Jan 12, members of the Bridge hosted a “Meet and Greet” to welcome new members to the 
Squadron. This event was well received by our new members and served as an venue to present 
Squadron specifics to the attendees.

The monthly Munch Brunch on Jan 15 continued to attract a good number of attendees who 
enjoyed a hearty breakfast and good camaraderie. If you haven’t participated lately in this 
breakfast, you are missing a great opportunity to bond with fellow members and to share 
boating experiences.

The January cruise to Marina Jack is on schedule for Jan 19-23.  You will read about this 
event later in the Helm Station.

You can see from the above that in only one month we had several exciting opportunities for 
member participation. Our calendar of activities for the rest of the year is equally dynamic as 
we continue to look for interesting events, luncheons, etc. for our members.

February starts out with Sou-per Tuesday just before our Feb 7 General Membership 
meeting, where some members will bring home made soup to share with the Squadron, and 
others will bring bread, etc. This is a first of its kind, so you don’t want to miss this one.

Most importantly is the Change of Watch on Feb 11 at the Bradenton Yacht Club. Come out to 
welcome your new Bridge Officers.

I will be stepping down from my Bridge Position of Squadron Administration Officer at 
the COW.  I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for trusting me to fulfill this 
responsibility and for your support during the past bridge year. 

Administrative Officer

Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN                  ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN                              seo@manatee-squadron.org

Education Department            

With the Holidays being over and we are now in a New Year, it is time 
to thinks about Education. Myles  started another class in boating. I 
will have taught a class for Vessel Safety Inspectors and the Weather 
class will have finished. We don’t want to stop there so we will be 
offering  other classes and seminars. Who would like a course in Cruise 
Planning or Electronics? Even if you had taken a class a lone time ago it 
may be your advantage to take it again to see what is new or to refresh 

your memory on all the details. What about a general discussion about boat safety and a review 
of your safety equipment on the boat. There have been some changes in the VSC this part 
year. Can anyone name what they are?

What about some topics that have not been covered for awhile?  In any case sign up for some 
courses or let us know what you would be interested in.

Have a good boating month.

Matt Braatz
Educational Officer
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The bank balance for both checking and money market is $12,210.17 
at the end of December. This balances with the bank and all bills are 
paid. December had $964.46 less income than expenses. The ABC and 
weather classes will offset some of this deficit.

Please help our finances by contributing to the Squadron Sponsor Roster program. Please make 
your tax deductible checks out to MSPS and give or mail them to me. I will include your name 
in next month’s Helm Station Honor Roll.

Thank you to the members who have used Amazon Smile. Unfortunately, Amazon is no longer 
supporting their Amazon Smile program after the end of this month. Once our Amazon Smile 
account is closed, I’ll report back the final figures we benefitted from the program

Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom

You know you’ve grown up when a nap is no longer a punishment but a reward!

I need everyone to wish me luck! I have a meeting at the bank later and if all goes well, I’ll be 
out of debt. I’m so excited I can barely put on my ski mask!

It’s never too late to start exercising. That’s why I’m waiting until later.

I don’t believe in child labor. But sometimes they’re the only ones that can figure out how to 
make my computer do what I want it to do.

You know me, if I ever win the lottery, rest assured nobody around me will be poor, and I mean 
that. I’ll move to a rich neighborhood.

Treasurer Report

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP                                tres@manatee-squadron.org
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                                Nominating Committee Report

In Accordance with the By-Laws of the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron Articles 5&9. The 

Nominating Committee hereby propose the following active members in good standing for 

officers as designated for the watch year 2023. Each individual has indicated his or her 

willingness to serve.

The election will take place at the MSPS General Membership Meeting at the Elks Club in 

Palmetto at 7:00 pm on Tuesday February 7th, 2023.

Article 11,Section 11.1 of the By-laws provides that, “Candidates for the office to be voted 

upon the Annual Meeting may be nominated by (1) as herein provided or (2) by petition in 

writing signed by at least five active members in good standing and filed with the Squadron 

Secretary at least fifteen (15) days before the election.

                                                  2023 Candidates

Bridge Officers

Commander –Lt/C Susan Agruso AP                        Admin. Officer – Deborah Pickhardt S

Executive Officer – P/Lt/C Mike Silvay JN-CN         Secretary – P/C Larry Beverage SN

Education Officer – Cdr Myles Gee SN                     Treasurer – Lt/C Tom Mertz AP

Asst. Education Officer- D/Lt/C Matt Braatz JN

Executive Committee                               Nominating Committee

Lt/C John D’Alusio                                    P/C Tony Romersa P

Lt Vernie Pickhardt S                                  P/C Nadene Cornell S

P/C Tony Romersa P 

Lt/C Chuck Whelan SN                                 

Auditing Committee                                Rules Committee

Lt Verne Walsh AP                                      P/C George Nartissov  AP  

Lt Juliette Whelan S                                   Cdr Myles Gee

Lt Debra Hartwell S                                  Lt Don Tress P                                                               
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Best Laid Plans
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com
Photos by Debra Hartwell, Terri Kondos and Glen Kondos

Look, it started off perfect. Debra Hartwell arranged for a delightful luncheon destination 
at Hooks Waterfront Grill in Ruskin. Ed Smith organized, through the Day Boat Activity 
Committee, a small boat caravan up to the restaurant’s dock. The water was ever so calm with 
just a tantalizing light cool breeze. Five boaters, that included Tom Mertz and Ed Smith and a 
friend of Tom’s on Navigator, Syd & Fran Xinos with crew Vernie and Deborah Pickhardt on X3, 
Brian and Gaila Healey on Wasn’t Me, and Glen and Terri Kondos with crew Deborah Hartwell 

and Bob Gutierrez on the S.S Minnow (aka Going 
Places; more on that later) departed the Bradenton 
Day Docks sharply at 1000, just as planned. At the 
Bradenton Yacht Club, Chester and Karen Bartlett on 
Miss Kipp joined the procession through Terra Ceia 
Bay and hugged the coast line up to Ruskin. Easy ride 
on a wonderful sailors day and our boaters docked with 
ease. That’s when our story takes a turn.

As our boaters made their way off the docks to join 
some of the members 
arriving by land, Debra 

heads up to Hooks Waterfront Grill to determine where we 
will be sitting. Debra returns with some alarming news. The 
restaurant is closed due to a gas leak discovered the night 
before. Uh oh. 

Debra, being our entertainment organizer extraordinaire, 
quickly realizes there is another restaurant within walking 
distance. So Debra arranges with Hooks Waterfront Grill to 
leave our boats at the dock and she bolts over to the Sunset 
Bar & Grill to arrange lunch there. I don’t know what magic 
Debra has, however, she convinces them to take 40 some 
patrons for lunch, immediately. The luncheon turned out 
just fine and hats off to Debra for her quick thinking and 
organizational skills.     (Continued on next page)

mailto:glen.kondos@gmail.com 
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Best-laid Plans Continued
Back to the S.S Minnow part. As all the boaters began departing the docks to head back home, 
the last boat, Going Places with skipper Glen Kondos was unable to fire up his port side outboard 
motor. Unsure what the issue was, the decision was made to carry-on with the one engine at 
a very speedy 6 mph pace. The skipper informed his crew, Debra and Bob, that we are now on 
Gilligan’s Island “3 hour tour” back home. Chester and Karen on Miss Kipp volunteered to baby-
sit Going Places for its cruise back to the Manatee River. And then the starboard outboard 
motor went and it was quickly realized at that point Going Places was out of fuel. To the shame 
of the skipper, me, I must have miscalculated how much fuel I had, departing for the trip 
thinking I had over 100 gallons in the tank. The sun is setting and we’re about 3 miles east of 
the Sunshine Skyway bridge. I decided to drop anchor and call for a tow of shame. Luckily for 
me, I had two very extremely knowledgeable boaters on board as both Debra and Bob have 
completed the Great Loop. Their expertise and advice made the ordeal less nerve-racking as 
this was my first towing. However, the three-hour tour now turned into a looooong six-hour 
ordeal. A huge shout out to Ron Hartwell who met us at the Bradenton Yacht Club transient 
dock and provided an eagerly welcomed warm ride back to home. Ego bruised with a side of 
embarrassment, the experience I garnished was valuable.
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Marina Jack Cruise
by Myles Gee, mkgee@msn.com
Photos by Myles Gee and Larry Beverage

The trip to Marina Jack’s was attended by four boats; Beverage’s Aboard (Larry & Yvonne), 
First Choice (Chuck & Juliette Whelan), Gypsies in the Palace (Myles & Kathy Gee), Knot Again 
(Brian & Gaila Healey). The first three boats left on Wednesday, it just seemed better to 
leave a day earlier since we decided to come home on Saturday 
instead of our usual Sunday departure.

All didn’t start well, Larry started his boat and heard an alarm 
at his dock, we all know how frantic Larry can be, he texted 
me, called his mechanic, called me and I’m sure had words 
with himself. This was not good. But Larry decided to start 
the engines again and no alarm, all is good. No it wasn’t, as he 
entered into the Manatee River the alarm went off again, and 
again he made several calls. Longer story short, I convinced 
Larry to take his boat up on plane, the alarm went away. After 
bringing the boat to idle and back on plane a few times all was 
fine and Larry called the mechanic again, the wise mechanic told 
Larry to go on the trip and enjoy.

Arriving at Riviera Dunes to meet the Whelan’s only to receive a 
call from Chuck and what did I hear on the phone an alarm going 
off on their boat. Geez, what else. Luckily their mechanic was in 
the harbor and came over to their boat and determined what was wrong, the dreaded generator 
over heated. Chuck and Juliette decided to join us without the generator, all was good.
Now Kathy and I are talking to each other saying you know problems come in three’s, I said oh 
crap, we’re next. Well, our boat handled all that Poseidon threw at us and Gypsies made the trip 
with no problems.

That brings us to Healey’s, what we didn’t know is they bought 
a new boat, Knot Again, and tried to leave from Hernando Beach 
on Wednesday to meet up with us on Wednesday. You probably 
guessed correctly they were the third boat with problems, they 
lost a starter on one engine. Once repaired for a lot of moola they 
were off, but could only go as far as 
Treasure Island, finally making it to 
Marina Jacks on Thursday.

The few days all of us were at Marina Jacks, we enjoyed our morning 
coffee, cocktails and dinner out each night and praying for a safe, 
mechanical free trip home. And that did happen.

mailto:mkgee@msn.com
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MSPS Donations to Support Families Effected by Hurricane Ian
by Donnia Smith, Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com

We all breathed a sigh of relief as Hurricane Ian passed by with minimal or no damage to our 
homes and the areas around us.  Unfortunately, our neighbors to the south in the Fort Myers 
area were not so fortunate.  What can we do to help, as many of us utilize their marinas and 
piers when traveling the area?  

That’s when I thought, let’s clean our closets of extra towels and 
sheets, maybe add some cleaning supplies and personal care items and 

donate to our neighbors to the south.  
Well, sometimes the best laid plans 
don’t happen.  When I called my contact 
and a few others in the Fort Myers 
area, they wanted new items or money.  
So now I have several boxes of donations and what do I do with 
this stuff?  Ed says he needs his garage space.   I know there 
has to be somewhere there is a need for our donation.

With the help of fellow Squadron members, Verne Walsh and 
Jeannie Miller, we sorted the donations and stored it away (not 
in Ed’s garage) until after the holidays.  On January 11th, Bob 
and Jeannie Miller and their friend, Beth Rigby, and I drove out 
to Beth-El Farmworkers Ministry and delivered our donations.  
There were several boxes of towels and sheets, clothing items, 
cleaning supplies and personal care items, as well as a couple 
boxes of children’s books.

Beth-El primarily serves farmworkers and their families.  It was great to hear the director say, 
one of our greatest needs is bed linens and towels.  Like every good boater, there is always a 
back-up plan for whatever we do!

Thank you Squadron members!
 

mailto:Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com
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New Member Meet & Greet
by Kathy Gee, kgee1013@gmail.com
Photos by Myles Gee

A new member Meet & Greet was held on Thursday, 
January 12th, 2023 at the Elks.  The Executive 
Committee and their spouses enjoyed a happy hour 
with our newest members and guests.  Commander 
Myles Gee introduced the current committee 
plus incoming Executive Officer Mike Silvay and 
incoming Administrative Officer Deborah Pinkhardt.  
Appetizers followed, that were provided by the 
Executive Committee. 

Seven of our most recent new members were 
present:   Jack and Debbie Craig, Phil and Joette 
Devon, Mark and Tracy Jacobson, and Bill Schmitt.  
Also attending were Bruce and Linda Douglass, 
snowbirds from the Grosse Pointe, Michigan who 
attended our last general meeting and the luncheon 
in Ruskin.  We hope they will join our squadron in the 
near future.

Kathy Gee, Membership Involvement

Tracy & Mark Jacobson, Joette & Phil Devon, 
Rebecca & Mike Silvay

Debbie & Jack Craig, Matt Braatz, Bill Schmitt, Kathy Gee

Susan Agruso, Deborah & Verni Pickhardt, Linda 
& Bruce Douglass, Tony Romersa

Juliette & Chuck Whelan, Yvonne & Larry Beverage

mailto:kgee1013@gmail.com
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America’s Boating Course
by Larry Beverage, abc@manatee-squadron.org

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

The first Americas Boating Course for the year 2023 was taught at the Elks Lodge on January 
28.  A group of 10 students came together to take the course.  The class was made up of one 
member, and 9 students at large.  The students were serious about learning safe boating, and 
the feedback was positive. We also had one member sit in the class as a refresher to keep 
current. 
 
A big thanks to a talented group of instructors.  The 
instructor roster for this class included Bob Kelly, 
Ed VanStedum, Mike Silvay, Matt Braatz, Myles Gee, 
George Nartsissov, and Bill Spencer.  Also providing 
some muscle for set up and registration, we thank 
Chuck Whelan and Ron Hartwell.  Again our Elks 
partners provide us the opportunity to set up the 
space and test the equipment on Friday afternoon so 
we can sleep a few more minutes on Saturday morning.  
Thank you, Elks Club.

Some of the students expressed interest in joining the squadron. We invited them to the 
Souper Tuesday and the next membership meeting.  We look forward to welcoming some new 
members.  The next ABC class will be scheduled soon, watch the Helm Station for updates. 
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Munch Brunch
by Deborah Pickhardt, debel56@yahoo.com 

Hello Everyone,

The Munch Bunch is growing and growing. We had t18 hungry Members. Captain Bob Miller 
brought two guests. Jim & Kym. Two new members, Mark & Tracy Jacobson, were there also. 
This coming month’s Munch Bunch will be Sunday, February 19th. We love how it has grown. It 
is important that Members RSVP by Friday February 17th. Walk Ups are welcome, however 
you may be seated in another area. Happy Valentines Day to all.

Deborah & Vernie Pickhardt

mailto:debel56@yahoo.com 
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January’s General Meeting

Next General Meeting
7 February 2023

At 1900
Palmetto Elks

4611 4th Avenue E 
Palmetto, Florida 34220
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MSPS 2023 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
February
Feb 7- Soup-er Tuesday / General Mtg
Feb 11 - MSPS COW
Feb 19 - Munch Brunch
Feb 19-26 - National
Feb 26 - Mar 5 - District Cruise

March
Mar 5- Poker Run
Mar 9 - Just for Girls
Mar 13-19 - Spring Getaway
    Mar 13-16 - St Pete Municipal
    Mar 16-19 - Treasure Island
Mar 19 - Munch Brunch
Mar 30 - Parade of Sail - Tall Ships

April
Apr 13-16 - Majorie Park Cruise
Apr 16 - Munch Brunch
Apr 21-23 - District Conference
Apr 25 - Historic Water Taxi Tour & Lunch
Apr 29-30 - Raft-Up

May
May 13 - Anniversary Lunch at BYC
May 18-21 - Venice Yacht Club Cruise
May 21 - Munch Brunch

June
Jun 9-12 - Treasure Island Cruise
Jun 18 - Munch Brunch

July
Jul 2-5 - Twin Dolphin Cruise
Jul 16 - Munch Brunch

August
Aug 17 - Shell Key Preserve Beach Party
Aug 27 - Sep 4 - National Conference
Aug 20 - Munch Brunch

September
Sep 17 - Munch Brunch
Sep 21 - 24 - Longboat Key Cruise

October
Oct 13-14 - District Conference
Oct 15 - Munch Brunch
Oct 26 - Nov 7 - Fall Getaway 

November
Nov 19 - Munch Brunch

December
Nov 30-Dec 3 - Marina Jack Cruise
Dec 9 - Manatee River Holiday Boat Parade
Dec 16 - Christmas Party
Dec 17 - Munch Brunch

Cahoots Band 
Happenings

February 2023

MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the 
following shows coming up this month:

11 February
7 pm to 10 pm
3 Keys Brewing
2505 Manatee Ave E
Bradenton, Florida 34208

25 February
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243

Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows.
Get some squadron members and friends 
together -  come out and have some fun!

For additional information about these 
and other activities, please visit the 
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.

http://www.cahootsmusic.com/shows
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            MANATEE SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

                        25TH CHANGE OF WATCH

                   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2023
                                                 Bradenton Yacht Club

                           4307 13th Street West, Palmeto, Florida 34221

                                                       Cash Bar 5:00 pm

                                               Ceremony & Dinner 5:30 pm

                    CEASAR SALAD, ROLLS & BUTTER

  STUFFED SHRIMP OR CHICKEN BREAST CHARDONNAY

              CHEF’S CHOICE OF STARCH AND VEGGIES

                                          $50.00 Per Person

                                                     

             Please make your checks payable to MSPS or Cash 

            Mail To: Sandi Braatz

                            714 Rivera Dunes Way

                           Palmeto, Florida 34221

Name: _________________________ Entrée Shrimp # _________

Name: _________________________ Entrée Chicken # _________

No reservatons or cancellatons afer January 31, 2023 - Please
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron

3rd Annual Poker Run
March 5,2023

10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Come by boat, afer all we are a BOATING CLUB, and have some fun. Members only 

(not open to the public), but bring your friends, relatves and neighbors. Ask people 

without boats to join you on your boat or join another member or non-member on 

their boat. Show them how to have a fun tme on the water!

PLEASE – Boat safely – This isn’t a race!

If you don’t care to partcipate by boat, all stops are accessible by car. Again. Bring 

guests. This event will happen – rain or shine.

Cost is $10.00 per partcipant. Please pay in CASH to the judges when you submit 

your envelopes for judging. Prizes will be paid for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and consolaton hands. 

You must be present to win. 

There are 4 stops plus the fnal stop at Caddy’s where food and beverages are 

available for purchase. All stops will be identfed by street address and Lat / Lon.

Each stop will have a MSPS atendant that will distribute the playing cards in a sealed

envelope. Pull your boat up close, tell the atendant the number of partcipants on 

board and they will give you that number of sealed envelopes, clipped to a boat 

hook. There is no need to dock at each stop. Do NOT open the envelopes.

Make the four stops in any order you choose.

Arrive at Caddy’s by 12:30 pm to receive your fnal card and for the opening of your 

envelopes by the judges and awarding of the prizes. 

Any opened envelopes will be disqualifed. All decisions by the judges are fnal.

Let’s do this again and let’s have some fun just like last tme!
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District 22 Spring Conference News   Update

 April 21, 2023 and April 22, 2023

 Suggest you make your reservation NOW!

We were able to obtain 10 rooms at $159 per night at the Wyvern Hotel!

You may make your reservation on line or call our Reservation Specialties at
941.639.7700 and they can assist you.

Booking Link - https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/XU42K9
 

Information previously sent:

We have found that there is a large event in Punta Gorda the same weekend as our Conference.  Like us,
they love the convenience of Sheraton Four Points and SpringHill Suites.  BUT they contracted for rooms 
before us.  Four Points will not allocate any rooms to us.

SpringHill has allotted us rooms at $159 or $169 per night, after our allotment is used, the rate will be $269 per
night.

Rate available Thursday, April 20 thru Sunday, April 23
2 night minimum for this rate

Last day to book is March 30, 2023

The link is Book your group rate for America's Boating Club

 

Please be sure that you plan to attend before making a reservation, if you need to cancel, please

let us know in order to allow fellow USPS members to use your place. 
You are free to check with other hotels in Punta Gorda, D22 does not have any info on rates nor availability.
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America's Boating Channel™ 

Promoting Boater Education to Our Members and the Public

As production of America’s Boating Channel™ Season Seven gets underway, remember the channel has 

six seasons of videos archived and available to help educate ourselves and others. 

An outstanding example is the video “Boater Education,”

which underscores the importance and value of taking boating

safety courses. Viewers learn about online, classroom, and on-

the-water educational offerings. 

Screening boater education videos is an excellent way to

prepare for safer experiences on the water. “Boater Education”

reminds us about required safety equipment and that we need to know the rules of the road when 

operating a boat. 

Taking the concepts in this video a step further, 

America’s Boating Channel produced a sequel entitled

“Knowledge Versus Skills.” It covers differences 

between boating knowledge and boating skills and 

why it matters. Viewers learn approaches to take to 

improve their boating abilities and what pitfalls to 

avoid in boater education.

These videos also are an excellent tool to help recruit 

participants to our educational program and to membership. Invite your friends and neighbors to watch, 

like and subscribe to America’s Boating Channel to introduce them to what our organization has to offer. 

Available on YouTube, America’s Boating Channel offers

quick and easy access to professionally produced high-

definition safe boating and boater education videos. 

America’s Boating Channel  ™ is produced by the United

States Power Squadrons® (USPS) under a grant from the

Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund

administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
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D’s Breakfast and Burgers

 
D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located on the historical Palmetto Main Street. 
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.

The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron 
friends in a relaxed atmosphere.

We haved moved to this location which is just off the Green 
Bridge (8th Avenue) and is easy to get to from all directions. 
The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes, 
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those 
wishing to spice up their morning.

See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be 
disappointed.

Breakfast Munch BrunchBreakfast Munch Brunch

Next Munch Bruch - 9:30am 19 February 2023

The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve 
voluntary compliance
with federal and state 
recreational boating safety 
laws regarding the carriage 
of safety equipment on board 
vessels. Ensure a safe boating 
experience by having your vessel 
inspected by one of our qualified examiners! These 
are confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you 
will receive the above decal to proudly display on 
your vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail 
& Power Squadron by contacting safe@manatee-
squadron.org

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC) ?

mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2023 Squadron Sponsors Program

Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and 
Boating Safety events.

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while 
offering more fun activities to our members.

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our 
members can participate in these fun activities.

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for 
this year at the level that is right for you.

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25

Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our 
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your dona-
tion is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the 
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2023 Squadron Sponsor Roster

As of 1/20/2023

 Admiral:     Agruso,  Jim & Susan
Beverage  Larry & Yvonne
Braatz,  Matt & Sandi
Capsavage,  John & Pat 
Cornell,   Nadine 
Gee,    Myles & Kathy
McClintic,  Mike
Kondos,   Glen & Terri
Mertz,   Tom & Jan
Romersa,   Tony & Linda
Whelan,  Chuck & Juliette

 Commodore: D’Alusio  John

 Captain:   

 Seaman:   



Manatee Sail & Power Squadron                   The Helm Station                             Page 24   

10/20/2022

MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____  Women’s:____

Send to: Manateeshipstore@gmail.com

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Small – Extra Large $ 30.00 2XL and larger $32.50 Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts:  America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $75.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $35.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with  MSPS Burgee $20.00

Burgees:

Small: 6”X9” $20.00

Medium: 12”X18” $38.00

Large: 16”X24” $40.00
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

It’s Valentine’s Month
 

Something is planned for this month’s meeting on Tuesday, February 7th @ 6:00PM.
It is called, “Souper Tuesday”!! I think it will be really “souper” and tasty. Many of our members 
will be participating. There will be:
                                                           8 soups to be sampled
                                                           Plus breads x5 and desserts x3

Thanks to all for making our February meeting very special. I hope everyone can attend and 
enjoy the feast.
 
Snacks at the March 7th meeting will be provided by :     Gaila Healey
                                                                                         Donnia Smith, P
                                                                                         Monique Gutierrez, S
Many thanks ladies for volunteering.
***Please consider volunteering snacks for April, May, and June.

Be really watchful for Cupid’s arrows!! Enjoy chocolates etc.
 
Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little 
sunshine sent their way.

February Birthdays     
Judi Hanzlik

Chester Bartlett  4
Jim Agruso   11

Clifford Schmidt  11
Roland Seidel  17

Monique Gutierrez  21
Tony Romersa  23

Welcome New Members
Judi Hanzlik

MSPS welcomed new members
at a meet & greet in January

mailto:mwspencer25@gmail.com
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Advertise!

advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our 
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad 
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.

Support our Advertisers—They support us!

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, 
and other information.]

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year. 

Needed items include: 

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed 
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters   

We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place 
in your heart this month for these needy veterans. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING
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The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org

A publication of the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, a unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons®.  We are 
located in Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:  Glen Kondos, P
Photos:  by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos

The Helm Station is the official 
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.  
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station  
are those of the author of the article 
and do not necessarily represent the 
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or 
USPS.  All rights reserved.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

For more information about the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org

or call us at 941-799-7370

Visit us on our 
MSPS Facebook page:

“BurrrrrRiffic Chill in the Air” is by Tom Brown
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http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-Sail-Power-Squadron-366053066763599
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