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Commander’s Message                

Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN                            cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy,

Here we are in the last month of 2022, this year has flown by for me 
and probably for most of you. As we head into 2023, I hope this coming 
year is exceptionally happy for all of you and your families.

Kathy and I would like to wish all of you A VERY HAPPY,

MERRY CHRISTMAS
HANUKKAH
KWANZAA
WINTER SOLSTICE 
LAS POSADOS
OMISOKA
ST. LUCIA’S DAY
BOXING DAY
ST. NICHOLAS DAY
HAPPY NEW YEAR

After all these fun celebrations we always look forward to MARDI GRAS!

Please look in this edition of the Helm Station for the informational flyer of our “Change of 
Watch” to be held on Saturday February 11, 2023- on this day our current officers will be 
dismissed, and our new officers will be sworn in. Please take time to sign-up and celebrate at 
the Bradenton Yacht Club with your new officers.

Thank you for supporting our club.

Please be safe on the water or road, keep your eye to the sky and when boating wear your life 
preserver.

YHGLCDR, 

Myles
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Executive Officer

Lt/C  Susan Agruso, AP                   xo@manatee-squadron.org

Happy December everyone.  Hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving.

November was very exciting.  I stopped by the Bradenton Yacht Club 
to talk with the organizers of the 6th Annual Suncoast Reef and Beach 
Cleanup, which took place November 12 and 13.   Participants included 
individuals and families, as well as teams representing local businesses 
and organizations.  Tires, anchors, and all kinds of debris were picked 

up over the two-day event.  This work certainly makes boating safer and more enjoyable for all 
of us.  What a great opportunity for MSPS to sponsor a team next fall to participate in this 
effort to clean up our beaches and waterways.  More information about this will come your way 
in the months ahead.

Just for Girls Fishing was wonderful.  Twenty students from the Just for Girls Middle School 
enjoyed time fishing at the pier and then were treated to hot dogs, brats, chips, chili, and des-
ert at Blackstone Park.  Thank you to the chili makers and all the bakers who brought cookies 
and brownies, to all those who helped out with the fishing, cooking and serving, and to Larry 
Beverage and Ed Van Stedum for organizing the event.  Mark your calendars.  The next Just 
for Girls Fishing is scheduled for March 9, 2023. 
 
By the way, Ed and I represented MSPS at the annual Just for Girls Fundraiser on November 
4.  We enjoyed dinner with members of the school’s Board of Directors and community sup-
porters.  The elementary school student chorus entertained the guests, and we learned much 
more about the history of the school and its impact on students.

Once again this year MSPS will support the Boys and Girls Club Christmas Tree Sale.  This 
year our squadron is scheduled for December 8, 2022, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Thanks to 
Larry Beverage for organizing this event.  Sign up at the December meeting.  If you cannot 
attend the meeting, please let Larry know that you will be helping out on December 8.
Wishing you a wonderful holiday season and a very happy and peaceful New Year!

Happening this Month:

             December 21 – Winter Solstice in the Northern Hemisphere - the day of the
                                          year with the fewest hours of daylight and the first day of winter 

             December 1 to 7 – National Cookie Cutter Week
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Hi Folks.  I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and enjoyed some 
of your favorite dishes.  Now we look forward to the Christmas Holiday 
season with all the lights and planned festivities.  I hope this gives you 
an opportunity to reunite with family and friends.

It’s amazing how fast this year has gone by.  Looking back over the year I am happy that the 
Squadron was able to provide so many activities for our members. As I look forward to next 
year, we have planned an equal number of overnight boating trips, day boater trips, and social 
activities.  Keep checking our Squadron calendar as we continually add events and adjust dates 
as necessary.
  
During November, we had a great luncheon at Linger Lodge with 37 participants. If you missed 
this one, you missed a great opportunity to gather with Squadron members at this old Florida 
location. It has been closed for two years for upgrades, so this was a special occasion to help 
celebrate its reopening.
  
December is a special month, as this is when we cruise to Marina Jack to celebrate our 
Christmas Cruise.  It takes place 1-4 December.  The program is a little different this year as 
we are replacing the ugly sweater contest with the ugly hat contest.  In conjunction with the 
cruise, the Squadron is invited to attend a luncheon at Patricks on Saturday the 3rd.  Be sure 
to wear your ugly hat to this event.

Also in December is our annual Christmas Holiday Party at the Bradenton Yacht Club.  Debra 
Hartwell has done another outstanding job planning this event, scheduled for 11 December. 
We have already begun planning for 2023 activities.  The first is a return cruise to Marina 
Jack. Recall my November article in the Helm Station where I talked about the effects 
of hurricane Ian on our boating plans.  We are already experiencing difficulties in securing 
transient slips, thus the return to Marina Jack where they were able to accommodate us.  The 
rest of the year is up in the air as we work to redo our cruising plans.

Mark your calendars for the first social event in 2023.  It will be a luncheon at Hooks 
Waterfront restaurant at Little Harbor on Tuesday, January 10th at noon.  All boaters are 
welcome to take their boats there.

And lastly, don’t forget the monthly Munch Brunch on the third Sunday of the month – Jan 21.

Administrative Officer

Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN                  ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN                              seo@manatee-squadron.org

Education Department            

Here we are at December with Christmas coming up shortly! Hope 
everyone had a good Thanksgiving with friends and family?  We had a 
excellent video conference with D22 for the Council and Conference 
that had to be canceled from its original date.

Of all of the Squadrons in D22, all of them had given at least one ABC class for 2022. We 
were the only District in the country that accomplished this. Education is alive and well in 
Florida. Many thanks to our Squadron Commander, Myles Gee,  and Larry Beverage and the 
various instructors who make this possible for MSPS. We have taught multiple ABC classes 
this year. Well done!

Currently we have a weather class being taught. We will doing other classes coming up. I will 
be doing a VSC course after the first of the year. Date and location will be forthcoming. If 
you have taken all of the basic courses, there maybe some elective courses that could be of 
interest. Cruise planning comes to mind in addition to Skipper Saver. Is there something else 
that maybe of interest to everyone? Let me know, and we can see what we could come up with.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holidays to everyone!!

Matt Braatz
Education Officer
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The bank balance for both checking and money market is $13008.00 at 
the end of October. This balances with the bank and all bills are paid.

This is a decrease of $180.34 from last month. 

Thank you to the members using Amazon Smile. And to those of you 
members that aren’t using Amazon Smile – I hope you are using Amazon 

Smile for another deserving charity. If you desire help to set it up – let me know, I’d be glad 
to help.

Until next month, stay healthy and safe.

Happy Holidays, Tom

The patient asks the Doctor, how often do patients die during this procedure? The Doctor 
answers, “only once”.

Drill sergeant, “Smith”!  Soldier, “Yes SIR”! 

Drill sergeant, “I didn’t see you at the camouflage practice this morning”. Soldier, “Thank You, 
SIR”!

When I was a boy, my momma would send me down to the corner store with $1.00. I’d come 
back with 2 loaves of bread; 3 bottles of milk and a dozen eggs. You can’t do that today. Too 
many security cameras!

And finally, a bit of advice, if all the toilets in your house are occupied 
and you are waiting for one to be free, turn off the wi-fi.

Treasurer Report

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP                                tres@manatee-squadron.org
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Fall Getaway Cruise
by Larry Beverage, LYB204@gmail.com 
Photos by Larry Beverage

Planning for the fall getaway 2022 started many many months ago.  Phone calls, emails, text 
messages were exchanged between Marinas and the members planning the event.  The Boating 
Chair and Port Captains gathered as much information as possible.  Once we learned where 
there was availability at the various marinas, an agenda is drafted. Once an agenda is set, 
members sign up for the cruise and port captains go to work making plans at the various ports.  
This is usually a 10-to-12-day event.  This year hurricane Ian visited Florida and every port on 

our agenda, but one, was closed due to serious storm 
damage.

Fortunately, Marina Jack, the last marina on the 
agenda, was not damaged. Arrangements were made 
for a long weekend trip to Marina Jack. As dates 
for this changed and life gets in the way, there 
were only two vessels on the Cruise.  Gypsies in the 
Palace and Beverages Aboard. (Gees and Beverages) 
It was over the Halloween Holiday weekend which 
proved to be very 
entertaining.  

Downtown Sarasota was a busy place.  Saturday morning the 
Farmers Market was shoulder to shoulder, vendors were 
setting up a stage and bars for a Halloween Party on Main 
Street that evening.  We enjoyed a nice dinner at a local 
eatery, then visited Main Street, which was packed with 
Halloween partying folks. 

Having visited Marina Jack for years and watching the 
LeBarge Tropical Cruise Boat go and come, we decided to 
finally take the cruise.  That also proved to be quite lively 
as there was a band on board and many passengers were 
dressed in Halloween costumes.  Although there were only 
two vessels, we had a great time.
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Just For Girls Fishing & Cookout
by Terri Kondos, terri.kondos@gmail.com

Our squadron demonstrates its core commitment to 
education and community in many ways, but its long-
standing support of the “Just for Girls” school and 
its students is one of the most unique and touching.  
After missing a couple of years due to the pandemic, 
on 17 November, this fabulous squadron tradition was 
renewed.

It was immediately apparent that with Ed Van 
Stedum’s leadership, and Larry Beverage’s 
organization, the squadron knows how to run this kind 
of activity!  You could not help but be impressed by 
the sight of 25 neatly bundled fishing poles, coolers 
of water, excellent tackle, and fresh squid for bait. 
Unfazed by the cold morning temperatures and breezy 
conditions, Ed and his volunteers set to work baiting 
and preparing the 25 poles and setting them out 
neatly along the Palmetto Fishing Pier, alongside the 
Green Bridge.  The squid was cut and the hooks were 
baited and ready when the girls arrived on their bus. 
Vernie Pickhardt, Terri Kondos, Teresa Spiwak, David 
Spiwak, Bob Miller, George Natsissov, Ginger Kelly, 
Bob Kelly and Yvonne Beverage coached the girls as 
they cast their lines into the Manatee River, chatted 
with them, and gave them encouragement.

As many of us well know, fishing requires patience, 
there is rarely any instant gratification, so you had to 
admire the girls as they gave fishing their best shot 
for an hour or more.  There were two fish caught, one 
a pufferfish, and a few of the girls also snagged rocks, 
teasing them into thinking they had “a big one” on 
their hooks.

While half of our volunteers supported the fishing, 
the other half were also braving the cold and the 
wind at Blackstone Park, as Larry Beverage led the 
team in firing up the charcoal, grilling the hot dogs 
and bratwurst, preparing tables and everything else 
needed to give the “Just for Girls” group a wonderful 
lunch and afternoon outing at the park.
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Just For Girls Fishing & Cookout Continued
Ron & Debra Hartwell, Syd and Fran Xinos, Glen Kondos, 
Jim  & Susan Agruso, Kathy Gee, and Tom Mertz did a great 
job setting up the pavillion. Fran and Syd also prepared and 
dished up “Frito Pie” to add to the menu. Jan Mertz as well as 
several of the volunteers present baked an impressive array of 
brownies and cookies to add to the fun. 

The entire event was truly a well-oiled machine, thanks to 
Ed’s and Larry’s efforts and the generous volunteerism of our 
members. The girls and their teachers were clearly 
appreciative of the squadron’s efforts.
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Linger Lodge Luncheon
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com 

Thirty seven members of the Manatee Sail and 
Power Squadron descended on to the “quirky” 
old Florida restaurant called Linger Lodge. 

On an absolutely gorgeous day sitting out 
on the porch in an area to ourselves, MSPS 
members could order fresh frog legs, alligator 
chowder, catfish reuben, or the Linger Lodge 
Étouffée, all while gazing around to the 
spectacle of decorations of stuffed alligators, 
turtles, snakes, and many other interesting 
articles of delightful visual interest. Those who 
had ordered frog legs were “jumping” with joy 
on their arrival. Okay, bad pun, however, the 
verdict on their deliciousness was ribbiting.
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Beverages Aboard
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

Family. Whether it’s Uncle Harry’s stock market 
predictions or Aunt Edna’s best tuna casserole 
recipe, most of us turn to family for advice. That’s 
exactly what Larry and Yvonne Beverage did when 
choosing a name for their new 2007 Sea Ray 
Sundancer 310 express cruiser. From amongst the 
suggestions for boat names which funneled in, it 
was the one from their youngest daughter that was 
clearly perfect - “Beverages Aboard.”

Larry had lived on the Mississippi river. Larry’s 
father, a member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary, would 
take Larry out on their 38’ Chris Craft cruising the 
river where Larry learned basic seamanship. It’s off 
the Mississippi river in Moline, Illinois where Yvonne 
and Larry met in 7th grade. Having married when 
they were very young, while Larry was attending 
college, they moved to the suburbs in Downers Grove, 
Illinois, where boating would have to take a back seat 
to their careers for some time. However, the lure of 
warm weather and boating enticed the Beverages in 
2004 to become snowbirds in South West Florida. 

It was a vacation trip to Treasure Island with 
friends that rocked Larry’s and Yvonne’s world. The 
experience of “camping” on the water was exciting. 
Just being on the water again was exhilarating. 
Seeing all the homes on the canals, while already 
second guessing managing two homes as snowbirds, 
was the tipping point. A permanent move to Florida 
was needed, and Larry wanted a boat in his backyard. 
For the last 15 years, Larry & Yvonne have lived in 
Bradenton in the Inlets with their first boat having 
been a 2007 310 Sea Ray Sundancer.
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However, the cabin was a bit cramped for the 
cruising life they loved, and so they decided it 
was time for an upgrade.  Larry loved the look and 
style of the Sea Ray Sundancers. So in 2021, the 
Beverages traded up to a 2016 Sea Ray Sundancer 
350 express cruiser. The Sundancer 350 was 
perfect.

Beverages Aboard sports two Mercury Mercruiser 
8.2L MAG Seacore inboard/outboard engines with 
380HP each. With a very comfortable cabin fitted 
out with a full sized kitchen and head, they now are 
able to have their grandkids go “camping” on the 
water with them. A gas generator allows them to be 
self-sufficient when out and about. Despite being 
a larger boat, a modest 3.3 foot draft provides 
access to many of the “skinny water” locations 
boaters face in Southwestern Florida. However, if 
you ask Larry & Yvonne what their favorite feature 
of their boat is, they’ll rave about the aft electric 
Sureshade. It provides the perfect setting for a 
good book on a lazy afternoon.

It was the Beverage’s pool cleaner, a member of a 
power squadron, who convinced the Beverages to 
take an ABC course. The format of the club with all 
the educational opportunities and organized trips 
was just what they were looking for. Larry & Yvonne 
are very active members in the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, with Larry currently managing the 
ABC courses to promote boating safety for all, as 
well as attracting potential new members.

And yes, you will find “beverages on board” when 
visiting “Beverages Aboard.” Bring an empty glass 
full of ice, and you’ll undoubtedly be treated to a 
fantastic Bloody Mary!
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The Pre-Thanksgiving Munch Bunch Brunch
By John D’Alusio

The Sunday before Thanksgiving was cool, rainy, dreary, and cloudy with a pewter sky pregnant 
with foreboding.  So what better way to prevent the nimbostratus layers from making a 
depressing day than our monthly MSPS breakfast at D’s Burgers & Breakfast in Palmetto? 

Deborah and Vernie Pickhardt sent out the usual invitation and eleven Squadron members 
showed up (with their appetites) to partake in our November breakfast repast.  It was 
fortunate that the Pickhardts always ensure that we have reservations because the crowd at 
D’s on 11/20 looked as though the management had sent out a notice that they were giving away 
free TVs with each order.  Every table was full, while over a dozen people waited to be seated.  
The crowd did not dissipate during our entire breakfast gathering.  Inclement weather must 
make everyone hungrier than normal.   

Besides the Pickhardts, Spencers, Healeys, and Kondos’, those in attendance included the 
always jovial Mike McClintic, Theresa Spiwak (David was down in Naples on business), and 
yours truly (Mariann usually arises up at the crack of 
noon).  It was a somewhat smaller group than usual, but 
the conversation was no less interesting than what is 
experienced when we have eighteen attendees.  As could 
be anticipated, most were surprised at the rapidity with 
which the holidays and end of the year are upon us.  Of 
course, many of us were more than overjoyed to put 2022 
in the rear view.  Having any prolonged exposure to this 
year is like getting a bonus track on a Yoko Ono album,  
something only a masochist enjoys. 

The food and service at D’s are always good, and the 
prices reasonable.  If you haven’t participated yet, or in a while, it’s time to attend.  We are 
normally finished and out of the restaurant by 10:30, so participation doesn’t require a great 
deal of time, and you get to skip dirtying your kitchen making breakfast and lunch!  What a deal. 

As always, sincere thanks to Deborah and Vernie Pickhardt for rescuing the Sunday Munch 
Bunch tradition from oblivion.  It was started over a decade ago by late Past Commander Gary 
Mink, when we met at VFW Post 10141 in Bradenton for our monthly gathering.  After Gary left 
us way too soon in March of 2020, the Munch Bunch was on life support as several people (e.g. 
Ed Smith and Susan Arguso) stepped up in the interim to attempt to keep the tradition alive.  
Eventually, it was to the point where it looked as though the Munch Bunch would be consigned 
to the dustbin of Squadron history.  Just at that critical juncture, Deborah and Vernie road to 
the rescue, and here we are. 

A happy holiday season to one and all.  Hope to see you at the December Squadron meeting on 
December 6th at the Palmetto Elks.
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November’s General Meeting

Next General Meeting
06 December 2022

At 1900
Palmetto Elks

4611 4th Avenue E 
Palmetto, Florida 34220



Manatee Sail & Power Squadron                   The Helm Station                             Page 15   

MSPS 2022 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

December
Dec 1-4- Cruise to Marina Jack
Dec 3- Luncheon Downtown Sarasota
Dec 6 - General Meeting at 7pm
Dec 8 - Boys and Girls Club Xmas Trees
Dec 10 - America’s Boating Course
Dec 11- Holiday Party- Bradenton Yacht Club
Dec 18 - Munch Brunch

January - 2023
Jan 10- Noon Luncheon Hooks Waterfront Grill
Jan 21 - Munch Brunch

Hooks Waterfront Bar & Grill
The Inn at Little Harbor
Noon  1/10/23- Tuesday
611 Destiny Dr, Ruskin, FL 33570

This will be a joint event with the Day Boaters

Cahoots Band 
Happenings

December 2022

MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the 
following shows coming up this month:

9 December
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243

23 December
6 pm to 9 pm
Peridia Golf and Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E
Bradenton, Florida 34203

Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows.
Get some squadron members and friends 
together -  come out and have some fun!

For additional information about these 
and other activities, please visit the 
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.
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Holiday Party 
December 11, 2022

11:30 am- Cash Bar
12:30 pm- Lunch

Bradenton Yacht Club, 4307 13th Street West, Palmetto, FL  34221
941-722-5936

Choice of :
 1. Chicken Marsala with Mashed Redskin Potatoes & Asparagus.

2. Grilled Salmon with Citrus Hollandaise, Mashed Redskin Potatoes 
& Asparagus.

Includes: 
Rolls & Butter

Chocolate Mousse garnished with crushed candy cane

Ice Tea, Coffee, or Tea.

$42.00 per person
Checks made payable to MSPS

The reservation deadline is Thursday, November 30, 2022

Mail checks to: 
Debra Hartwell

4729 Mainsail Drive
Bradenton, FL  34208

Once again this year, in the spirit of giving, we are asking for 
donations for our military veterans.  The Elks Club collects supplies 
for the men and women at Bay Pines VA Healthcare.  Items needed 

are toiletries, T-shirts, sweatshirts & ball caps. 
Thank you in advance for whatever you can provide.  There will be a 

table at the entrance of the party to place your donations. 
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America’s Boating Course
by Larry Beverage, abc@manatee-squadron.org

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

Did you know that anyone born on or after January 1, 1988, must have a

Boating Safety Education ID Card to legally operate a boat in Florida?

The “Americaʼs Boating Course” is being offered by the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron (A unit of
the United States Power Squadrons/Americas Boating Club) on Saturday, December 10, 2022. The 
course meets the State of Florida boating safety certificate requirement, is approved by the U.S. Coast 
Guard, and is designed for anyone who either owns or operates a boat or may be a passenger in a 
boat.

Experienced mariners will teach you what you need to safely operate a boat. We will explain the laws, 
describe required equipment, and teach you the basics about navigation aids, VHF radios, anchoring, 
docking, and much more.

The one-day class will be offered and open to the public on:

Saturday, Dec 10, 2022
Check in 7:45 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Class 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Registration deadline Dec 7, 2022
Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221
Payment deadline Dec 7, 2022, $50 single attendance or $70 for a couple (same family sharing one 
book) lunch included.

Register online at https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getregformx.cgi?C-20987 or 
contact Larry Beverage (941-518-3071) or email (LYB204@gmail.com).

To learn more about our organization, please visit our website at www.manatee-squadron.org .

MSPS offers free Vessel Safety Examinations. Schedule your 2022 inspection today.
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            MANATEE SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
                        25TH CHANGE OF WATCH 
                   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2023 
                                                 Bradenton Yacht Club 
                           4307 13th Street West, Palmetto, Florida 34221 
                                                       Cash Bar 5:00 pm 
                                               Ceremony & Dinner 5:30 pm 

 
                    CEASAR SALAD, ROLLS & BUTTER 
  STUFFED SHRIMP OR CHICKEN BREAST CHARDONNAY 
              CHEF’S CHOICE OF STARCH AND VEGGIES 
                                          $50.00 Per Person 
                                                      
             Please make your checks payable to MSPS or Cash  
            Mail To: Sandi Braatz 
                            714 Rivera Dunes Way 
                           Palmetto, Florida 34221 
 
Name: _________________________ Entrée Shrimp # _________ 
 
Name: _________________________ Entrée Chicken # _________ 
 
No reservations or cancellations after January 31, 2023 - Please 
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D’s Breakfast and Burgers

 
D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located on the historical Palmetto Main Street. 
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.

The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron 
friends in a relaxed atmosphere.

We haved moved to this location which is just off the Green 
Bridge (8th Avenue) and is easy to get to from all directions. 
The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes, 
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those 
wishing to spice up their morning.

See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be 
disappointed.

Breakfast Munch BrunchBreakfast Munch Brunch

Next Munch Bruch - 9:30am 18 December 2022

The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve 
voluntary compliance
with federal and state 
recreational boating safety 
laws regarding the carriage 
of safety equipment on board 
vessels. Ensure a safe boating 
experience by having your vessel 
inspected by one of our qualified examiners! These 
are confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you 
will receive the above decal to proudly display on 
your vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail 
& Power Squadron by contacting safe@manatee-
squadron.org

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC) ?
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program

Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and 
Boating Safety events.

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while 
offering more fun activities to our members.

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our 
members can participate in these fun activities.

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for 
this year at the level that is right for you.

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25

Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our 
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your dona-
tion is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the 
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsor Roster

As of 11/15/2022

 Admiral:         
Agruso, Jim & Susan 
Beverage, Larry & Yvonne
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Brown, Tom & Barbara
Cornell, Ed & Nadene
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kelly, Bob & Ginger
Kondos, Glen & Terri
Mertz, Tom & Jan
McClintic, Michael
Nahama, Twila
Romersa, Tony & Linda
Spencer, Bill & Marty
Whelan, Chuck & Juliette

 Commodore:     
D’Alusio, John
Healy, Gayla & Brian

 Captain:   

 Seaman:   
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10/20/2022

MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____  Women’s:____

Send to: Manateeshipstore@gmail.com

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Small – Extra Large $ 30.00 2XL and larger $32.50 Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts:  America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $75.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $35.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with  MSPS Burgee $20.00

Burgees:

Small: 6”X9” $20.00

Medium: 12”X18” $38.00

Large: 16”X24” $40.00
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY HOLIDAYS !!!
 

Hard to believe we are at the end of another year. According to my calendar,
winter begins December 21st. Where did the months go? Thank heavens we
are not faced with shoveling snow.

For the December 6th meeting, snacks will be provided by:         Diana Nyman, P
                                                                                                     Illene Tress
                                                                                                     Joette Devon

Many thanks, ladies, for volunteering.

*** Please consider volunteering snacks for the 2023 meetings.
            (Sign up sheet will be at the December 6th meeting)

Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little 
sunshine sent their way.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!!!

December Birthdays     
Judi Hanzlik

Margot McGorman   6
Louis Mariany  11

Robert Provencher  11
Robert Hintze  17
Mark Jacobson  17

Bill Spencer  20
Diane Miller  29

Teresa Spiwak  29

Welcome New Members
Judi Hanzlik

Bill & Trish Schmitt and Family

They live in Bradenton Beach and have a 
Grady White Tournament 185 
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Advertise!

advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our 
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad 
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.

Support our Advertisers—They support us!

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, 
and other information.]

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year. 

Needed items include: 

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed 
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters   

We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place 
in your heart this month for these needy veterans. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING
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The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org

A publication of the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, a unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons®.  We are 
located in Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:  Glen Kondos, P
Photos:  by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos

The Helm Station is the official 
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.  
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station  
are those of the author of the article 
and do not necessarily represent the 
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or 
USPS.  All rights reserved.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

For more information about the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org

or call us at 941-799-7370

Visit us on our 
MSPS Facebook page:

“Sunset on the RiverWalk” is by Tom Brown
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