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Commander’s Message                

Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN                            cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy,

Kathy and I have returned from the National Governing Board meeting 
in Raleigh, NC. This meeting was busy for the two of us; we both have 
taken on national jobs. I am the National Flag Officer and work for our 
Chief Commander, Craig Fraser. I call myself the chief gopher. Now 

Kathy, my Boss Lady, is the Chair of Hospitality for the Chief and his better 2/3rds Liana, but 
we still had time to attend several of the daily seminars and committee meetings.

As I mentioned last month, the proposal of the National By-Laws simplification rules was voted 
on at this meeting and approved by the governing board members. Once the Rules Committee 
write the simplified model by-laws, each district (hopefully by the end of this year) will choose 
their path of simplification. Soon the squadron/club model by-laws will also be re-written, and 
we will need to decide our organizational future. This is all good stuff for everyone. If any of 
you have any questions, please see me. My plans are to do a presentation on simplification to 
our Executive Committee.

As a member of a National Ad Hoc committee and co-chair, we presented the Board 
of Directors with information to help USPS/America’s Boating Club to restructure the 
organization, making it one of the premier boating clubs in the country. The Board has 
listened and gave us a favorable nod, now it is up to each department and their committees to 
restructure or modernize.

Here are a couple national committees and departments that have already started to revamp 
their areas:

• The Educational Department promises to review and modernize all their material. They have 
created a group and have been working on this for three months.

• The I.T. committee continues to update the Information Center and is working with the 
Communications Committee to get messages to each member on a timely basis. You will also 
see updates to the national websites soon.

• The Administrative Department is working to better the National meetings, hopefully to 
make these meetings more interesting to our members, not just for active national and 
district members, but for you and our club leadership.

• S.E.A.S. (Squadron-Education-Activities-Scheduler) - this can be used locally/
geographically or nationwide. Say you are traveling and looking for an activity where you are 
going, this might be a useful tool for you, or to take a class from across the country.
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Last fall I entered Cyber Members with the approval of our executive committee and, of 
course, the Cyber member to our online roster; these members have been receiving our news-
letter and our emails to our social events. At the latest ABC class held on September 9, two of 
these members attended the class, they were very thankful to receive all our messages, and 
have transferred into our squadron. I ask all the Cyber members in our area to please contact 
us and check out our social events.

To all that come to our meetings, volunteer time at the squadron, and support each other and 
this squadron, THANK YOU. And Thanks to all our members that support us from home.
Please be safe on the water or road, keep your eye to the sky, and when boating, wear your Life 
Preserver.

YHGLCDR,

Myles

PS: Matt Braatz attended the National meeting representing both our District and Manatee 
Sail & power Squadron. Thanks Matt!
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Executive Officer

Lt/C  Susan Agruso, AP                   xo@manatee-squadron.org

Hi everyone!  Welcome to fall.    
You don’t want to miss this!  At our October meeting, P/C Tony Romer-
sa will bring us the latest news on removing derelict boats.   In August 
I shared with you that the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission has approved new rules that will make it easier to keep derelict 
boats out of our waters and off our shores.   Through the Vessel Turn-
In Program (VTIP), owners of boats that are at risk of becoming der-

elict will be able to get rid of them.  Tony will provide information about the latest rules and 
how we can help get rid of these navigation hazards. 

Save the date!  MSPS will support the Boys and Girls Club Christmas Tree Sale on December 
8, 2022, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Thanks to Larry Beverage for organizing this event. 

Happening This Month:

       October 7 – World Smile Day was started by Harvey Ball in 1999 and is celebrated on 
the first Friday in October each year.  Mr. Ball is the artist who created the smiley face.

       October 31 – Happy Halloween!!!
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Hi everyone.  Happy Halloween.  Oh boy, I can’t believe I just said that.  
We have been talking for so long about the hot weather, and now we see 
Fall is upon us.  That means cooler weather and clearer skies – perfect 
boating weather. 

Speaking of boating, by the time you read this, the cruise to Longboat Key Moorings will have 
completed, and we will be looking forward to the next cruise involving the District C&R at Twin 
Dolphin Marina. You will see later in the Helm Station, a report on the Longboat Key Cruise.

If not participating by boat at the C&R, you should consider attending by car as the District 
has planned for some fun activities for the weekend.  More information on this is covered 
later. 
 
Unfortunately, the day boaters planned cruise to the Ski-A-Rees event had to be canceled due 
to lack of participation.  However, there is another exciting cruise planned for all boaters to 
the Mar Vista Restaurant for lunch on 11 October.  The Squadron has been there before, but 
this is the first time by boat.  Of course, as always, you are invited and encouraged to attend 
by car, if you wish. 
 
Toward the end of October, we have scheduled the Fall GetAway. It is not too late to sign up 
for this cruise.  You can call me at 941-744-6734, if interested.  This year we shortened the 
cruise in consideration of the high fuel prices.  You can check the Consolidated Activities List 
in this issue of the Helm Station for the revised schedule.

Our Social Activities Chair, Debra Hartwell, has been hard at work this year ensuring that 
each month there is a new and exciting excursion scheduled for your enjoyment.  For October, 
Debra has scheduled a great tour and box lunch at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens.  It will be 
on Oct 18. Sign up at the next meeting or call Debra at 248-705-9995.

Whatever you do, don’t forget the Munch Brunch scheduled for the third Sunday of each 
month.  This always popular event is growing in participation each month.  You are missing out 
on some great fun if you don’t join your Squadron friends. See the notice in this Helm Station.

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention once again our need for Shipmates.  Your time is minimal 
and the affect you have on new members is invaluable.  It helps them to be integrated into 
Squadron activities.  Please consider volunteering. 

Administrative Officer

Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN                  ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN                              seo@manatee-squadron.org

Education Department            

We have four people signed up for the Weather class, and S/B George 
Druist, SN will be teaching the class. We are setting up another class 
for two people in advanced boating. So we are starting off to a good 
season after the summer months, We recently finished an ABC class 
with 11 students, and we will continue having ABC classes every other 
month. We are looking to continuing to have seminars.

Again, if any one wants us to teach something, let us know.

That’s it for now.

Have a safe and good October.

Matt Braatz, Educational Officer
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The bank balance for both checking and money market are $15,325.94 
at the end of August. This balances with the bank, and all bills are paid.

This is a decrease of $394.86 from last month. 

In late August we received notice of another $20.00 per month 
increase in our storage space monthly rent, a new total of $160.00 per 

month. The rent has increased over $60.00 per month in the last four years. 

After making the ExCom aware of the increase, Myles and Larry investigated other options. 
They were very successful in finding an acceptable place for $91.00 per month. Not only is 
there a significant cost savings, but the new space is climate controlled. 

But wait ---- it only gets better. They were able to secure that rate for two years by 
prepaying. They also negotiated almost a full month refund at the previous location. We are 
saving over $1650 in the next two years.

Myles and Larry organized a work party and completed the move. All our stuff is moved into 
the new space. Great work by these guys and their helpers. Thank you!

Thank you to the members using Amazon Smile. And to those of you members that aren’t 
using Amazon Smile – I hope you are using Amazon Smile for another deserving charity. If you 
desire help to set it up – let me know, I’d be glad to help.

Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom

I hate it when people act all intellectual and talk about Mozart while they’ve never even seen 
one of his paintings!

Today I told my wife I wanted to be cremated. She made an 
appointment for next Tuesday.

Ate salad for dinner. Mostly croutons and tomatoes. Really just one 
big round crouton covered with tomato sauce and cheese. FINE, it 
was a pizza! Are you happy now?

I may not be that funny, or athletic, or good looking, or smart, or 
talented. Uh --- where was I going with that thought?

Treasurer Report

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP                                tres@manatee-squadron.org
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Up The River Without a Paddle
by Ed Smith, Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com 

On Thursday, September 1st,  a hearty group of Day Boaters journeyed up the Manatee River.  
Four Boats from our squadron - Going Places, Bayou Buggy, SKR 2, and the KatieLee.  Along with 
P/C George Nartsissov AP -IN  who crewed on the Katie Lee.
       
As we headed East past the Ft. Hamer Bridge, 
our leader, Lt/C Ed Smith P used his breadcrumbs 
from an earlier scouting trip with Dan Meldrum to 
carefully maneuver the shallow spots and downed 
tree branches jutting out into the River.   George 
was on the Marine Radio barking out the depths and 
giving directions.

The first boat to run aground was our leader, 
skippering the KatieLee and fortunately he had 
borrowed some paddles from a neighbor and with a 

little persuasion 
the KatieLee came free. As we journeyed up the River there 
were several multi-million dollar mansions.  Also impressive 
was the Christian retreat, which is three-story modern hotel 
complete with a lodge and swimming pool.

We all made it up the River to just past Ray’s Canoes.  (Point 
of Information- Ray has long passed on, but Mark, his good 
friend and companion, now runs the business.) Past Ray’s 
Canoes is a sign for the Wooden River, where the water gets 
skinnier, and we all turned around so as not to run aground. 
There are lots of places where the water is very deep and 
then there are the shallow spots, but by clinging to the 
banks in the bends there was usually some deep water. As we 
proceeded down the river, Bayou Buggy hit a submersible log, 
but no real damage, and Going Places hit some shallow water, 

but was able to move forward by going in reverse.  The Manatee River with the nickname the 
“Singing River,” actually was singing on our trip!  Or maybe it was the Cicadas!

The Upper Manatee is very quiet and peaceful and 
the water was smooth, land lots of birds such as 
Great Blue Herons and Hawks were spotted along 
the river.  A few fish were jumping, and Syd Xinos 
even brought his fishing pole and has certainally 
marked some new spots up the river.   A very 
leisurely trip reminds us of old Florida. Some of the 
group docked at the Ft Hamer ramp and ate lunch, 
while others hurried back to avoid the afternoon 
storm .   

Photo by Terri Kondos

Photo by Terri Kondos

mailto:Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com
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Ringling Lunch & Tour
by Chuck Whelan, ao@manatee-squadron.org
A group of eleven Squadron Members gathered at 
the Ringling Museum on September 12, to tour the 
Museum and adjacent Gardens.  They enjoyed a 
leisurely lunch from the Grill Room’s eclectic menu, 
mixed with interesting conversations.  They then 
proceeded individually, some to the Museum and some 
to the Gardens.  If you have not been to the Museum, 
it contains 28,000 works of art with some wall 
hangings dated from the 1500’s. The gardens were 
equally impressive.  

Thanks to Debra Hartwell for arranging this enjoyable 
and informational outing. 

Photo by Larry Beverage

Photo by Larry Beverage

mailto:ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Ringling Lunch and Tour Continued
Photos by Larry Beverage
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Longboat Key Cruise
by Matt Braatz, CDR2002@aol.com

Greetings from Longboat Key. This is a live report from this location. We have six boats here.
Sunny and warm weather was discussed at WOD this morning. In attendance Gees, Whelans, 
Beverages, Braatzs, Hartwells, and new members Jack and Debbie Craig. Outdoor cook out 
with hamburgers and corn on the cob. Rest of the week with 
different events. Dinner at the Dry Dock tonight. Paddle 
ceremony in the morning. Jeff and Dawn (travel agent) will 
be joining us for this event, They are from the St Pete’s 
Squadron. Have to sign off now to go to the next event!

The Port Captain
Matt Braatz

Photo by Myles Gee

Photo by Larry Beverage

Photo by Larry Beverage

Photo by Larry Beverage

Photo by Myles Gee

mailto:CDR2002@aol.com
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Photo by Larry Beverage

America’s Boating Course
by Larry Beverage, abc@manatee-squadron.org
Photos by Larry Beverage
A lively group of eleven students gathered at the Elks on Saturday September 10th to take 
The Americas Boating Course (ABC). Some of the students have boats, some rent boats, and 
others are planning to buy one, while in one case, one student is waiting on delivery. Many 
questions were asked and there was great dialogue with the group. It was a very rainy day 
with periods of thunder, lighting and a very brief power surge that caused a little technical 
difficulty which was quickly fixed by one of the students who is a software engineer. Always 
a benefit to have a techy person in the audience.

The instructor crew and volunteers include Bob Kelly, Bill Spencer, 
Myles Gee, George Nartsissov, and Matt Braatz. Chuck Whelan handles 
registration, and Kathy Gee bakes delicious cookies. Don Hanzlik arranges 
advertising in local papers, and the Elks provides the facility. Please 
express your gratitude to our instructors and volunteers for all the time 
and effort they put into preparing and presenting this class. The ABC 
Team looks forward to conducting a class for eighteen volunteer fire 
fighters at the Parrish Volunteer Fire Station in October, followed by a 
class on December 10th.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®
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Monthly Squadron Sunday Munch Bunch Brunch
By John D’Alusio

The MSPS monthly Sunday Munch Bunch Brunch remains alive and well.  The group meets every 
third Sunday at D’s Breakfast & Burgers at 0930 in Palmetto (423 10th Avenue West), hosted 
by Vernie and Deborah Pickhardt. 
 
On 9/18, a dozen Squadron members attended to satiate appetites and engage in comradery 
with their fellow MSPS colleagues.  Boating news included Phil and Jo Devon having recently 
purchased a 44’ Endeavor power cat, while Vernie and Deborah are now the proud owners of a 
Mainship 390.   In addition to boating news, Bill Spencer reminded everyone that September 
18th is National Cheeseburger Day, and then proceeded to order one for breakfast!  Although 
this is a non-traditional breakfast, Bill greatly enjoyed his menu choice while giving praise to 
the individuals who decided that 9/18 was designated as the day to celebrate cheeseburgers.  
You just never know what new bit of knowledge you may pick up at this monthly gathering. 
 
The owner, D, stopped by our table to wish us bon appetite.  She also related that the seafood 
market that had been located adjacent to D’s for several years has closed, and D rented the 
space.  It will be opened as part of the restaurant sometime in late October or early Novem-
ber.  The extra space is needed, especially on weekends when the eatery is often full, with tens 
of people waiting for tables to open.  This is the reason that Vernie and Deborah send out a 
monthly email invitation with a request for RSVP.  They have to reserve a table large enough 
for the Squadron members who intend to participate in the breakfast gathering. 
 
The next Munch Bunch Brunch will be held on Sunday, October 16th.  Place it on your calen-
dar!  The Squadron will receive an email from Deborah and Vernie requesting those intending 
to participate to respond.  If you have nothing on your calendar for that morning, join the fun.  
Sundays were made for breakfast, and spending 90 or so minutes with your fellow Squadron 
members enjoying D’s food and the Munch Bunch experience is a great way to start the day. 
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MSPS 2022 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

October
Oct 4 - 7pm General Meeting
Oct 7-8 District Conference
Oct 11- Day Boaters cruise to Mar Vista 
Restaurant 
Oct 16 - Munch Brunch
Oct 15-16 Raft Up at the Cross - Cancelled
Oct 17 - ABC for Firefighters
Oct 18 – 11 am Tour and Lunch at Marie Selby 
Gardens
Oct 27-3 Nov- Fall Getaway
     Oct 27-29- Palm Harbour
     Oct 29-Nov 1- South Seas
     Nov 1-3- Marina Jacks

November
Nov 1 - 7pm General Meeting 
Nov TBD- Day Boaters Piloting Skills Event 
Nov 14 – Noon Lunch at Linger Lodge
Nov 20 - Munch Brunch

December
Dec 1-4- Cruise to Marina Jack
Dec 3- Luncheon Downtown Sarasota
Dec 6 - General Meeting at 7pm
Dec 8 - Boys and Girls Club Xmas Trees
Dec 10 - America’s Boating Course
Dec 11- Holiday Party- Bradenton Yacht Club
Dec 15 - Munch Brunch

Cahoots Band 
Happenings

October 2022

MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the 
following shows coming up this month:

29 October
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243

4 November
6 pm to 9 pm
Peridia Golf and Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E
Bradenton, Florida 34203

Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows.
Get some squadron members and friends 
together -  come out and have some fun!

For additional information about these 
and other activities, please visit the 
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.

http://www.cahootsmusic.com/shows
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Mar Vista Day Boat Trip and Luncheon

Tuesday, October 11 

Mar Vista is the destination of our October Day Boaters outing.  It is one of three great restau-
rants owned by Ed Chiles, son of the former governor of Florida, Lawton Chiles.   The restaurant 
serves American Cuisine and Seafood and has a complete bar. Trip Advisor gives it 4.5 stars out 
of 5 and prices range from $7 to $25.  The atmosphere is right out of the old television show Gil-
ligan’s Island, with palm trees, and fans and a small beach and even indoor AC seating. (I haven’t 
seen the Professor or Maryann there, yet but maybe this trip!) There is ample and easy docking 
and if the docks are filled, beach spots are available. 

We will meet up at 10 am at the Bradenton Public Docks and crew are welcome.  There is a sig-
nup sheet for participation. This trip is also available for those who want to take their land yacht.  
We will plan to eat around noon.  Mar Vista is located at 760 Broadway, Longboat Key, Fl  34228. 
  
GPS Coordinates: 27.437993 N, -82.681861 W
Located just south of Longboat Pass and west of Jewfish Key.
ICW#39

Mar Vista has a 14 slip dock ranging in draft depths from 6’ to 12’ depending on tides. Additional 
parking for kayaks, jet skis and smaller boats is available along our shore
 

The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve 
voluntary compliance
with federal and state 
recreational boating safety 
laws regarding the carriage 
of safety equipment on board 
vessels. Ensure a safe boating 
experience by having your vessel 
inspected by one of our qualified examiners! These 
are confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you 
will receive the above decal to proudly display on 
your vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail 
& Power Squadron by contacting safe@manatee-
squadron.org

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC) ?

mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
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When: October 18, 2022 11:00 am
Where: Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, 1534 Mound Street, Sarasota, FL 34236
What: Guided Tour & Orchid Show, including Box Lunch.
Cost: $44.00 Per Person ( send checks with Lunch choice noted to: Debra Hartwell,
4729 Mainsail Drive, Bradenton, FL 34208) Please make checks out to MSPS. I will
not be at the September Meeting.

Hello Everyone,
What everyone needs to know for the event:

1. Wear comfortable walking shoes, a sun hat, and SPF.
2. Outside food and drinks are not permitted inside Selby Gardens.

Purchasing food during your visit helps support Selby Gardens’
mission and programs

3. The cafe seating is very limited. There is no reserved indoor or outdoor cafe
seating available for group dining. All seating is on a first-come first-serve
basis.

4. We encourage your group to bring lawn chairs or blankets to picnic on the
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beautiful South Lawn. There are also many picnic benches throughout the
Gardens.

5. I will need to receive payments by October 1, 2022.
6. The lunch selection is attached. Please indicate your choice on your check.

Let me know if you have questions.

Debra Hartwell
4729 Mainsail Drive
Bradenton, FL 34208

248-705-9995
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D’s Breakfast and Burgers

 
D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located on the historical Palmetto Main Street. 
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.

The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron 
friends in a relaxed atmosphere.

We haved moved to this location which is just off the Green 
Bridge (8th Avenue) and is easy to get to from all directions. 
The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes, 
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those 
wishing to spice up their morning.

See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be 
disappointed.

Breakfast Munch BrunchBreakfast Munch Brunch

Next Munch Bruch - 9:30am 16 October 2022

Next General Meeting
04 October 2022

At 1900
Palmetto Elks

4611 4th Avenue E 
Palmetto, Florida 34220
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SAN CARLOS BAY SAIL & POWER SQUADRON® ▪ AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB FORT MYERS BEACH®

16048 San Carlos Boulevard, Unit #4, Fort Myers, FL 33908 ▪ (239) 466-4040

We Are Focused on Safe Boating through Boater Education! 

“PARTNER IN COMMAND” SEMINAR

One of the very important seminars we ofer and encourage people to atend is called “Partner in Command”.

It is for everyone who is in a boat out on the water, including full-tme and part-tme boaters, along with

frequent non-boater visitors and/or family who ride on friends or family’s boat(s).

Many tmes, one spouse/partner has a huge interest in boatng, and many tmes the other spouse/partner

goes along, keeping the other person company, and not really getng into the nity-grity of all that is involved

in safely operatng a boat.

If the Captain of the boat (i.e., owner/operator) is suddenly incapacitated, unable to speak or act, passes out

and/or is seriously injured, and is unable to help in any way – what would you do?  This is applicable on your

boat, a friend’s boat or even a rental boat.

Not everyone is conversant with all that is involved should an emergency happen while out on the water in a

boat:  

➔ how to properly “shut down” the engine(s), if necessary; 

➔ how to call for help via the VHF radio; 

➔ how to signal “rescue” boats or helicopters (to draw their atenton to your positon);

➔ how to read the positon of the boat you are on, perhaps on a mounted GPS/Chartploter, in terms of

the lattude and longitude designatons; and much, much more.

These are but a sampling of areas in which you should have the informaton to act, and is just some of the very

necessary informaton one should have when “boatng”, whether as a captain or as a crew member or simply

a visitor on board someone else’s boat for a ride out on the water.

The “Partner in Command” seminar is all about providing the basics of what one should know, should

anything happen to the Captain or operator of a boat on which you are riding.  It is very important and will

give some peace of mind to those less aware of the operaton of a boat and, at the same tme, provide the

Captain or operator the confdence that others with him/her can pitch in and provide meaningful help, should

that need ever arise.

This seminar will be ofered on Sunday, December 4, 2022, and will be presented at 1:30 p.m. through

approximately 4:30 p.m., at our classroom San Carlos Bay Sail & Power Squadron, at 16048 San Carlos

Boulevard, Unit #4, Fort Myers, FL 33908 (across the street from an Ace Hardware, just south of Kelly Road).

It is open to all members and non-members.

If the number of persons that register exceeds the classroom capacity, an alternate locaton will be selected.

The cost for members (of any USPS squadron) is $25.00, and non-members $40.00.  To sign up for the

seminar, please contact our Educaton Classes Registrar, John Swenson, at (239) 466-4040.  
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         F.E.L.T.     FEED EMPTY LITTLE TUMMIES 
                     THIS IS AN ELK’S SUPPORTED FUNCTION 
                                           SUGGESTED FOOD DONATIONS 
                                                            PLEASE NO GLASS 
 

                  PEANUT BUTTER                                      JELLY 

                  CANNED MEALS                                       SOUP 

            TUNA                                                         RAMEN NOODLES 

            MAC & CHEESE                                        APPLE SAUCE 

            PUDDING CUPS                                       BREAKFAST BARS 

                        PEANUT BUTTER OR CHEESE CRACKERS 

                                   INDIVIDUAL SERVINGS OF: 

                                      CEREAL OR OATMEAL 

                      Please bring your donations to the Elks.  

                      This is an ongoing function. Thank you. 
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America’s Boating Compass September 2022

Safe fall boating
Autumn’s arrival doesn’t mean the boating season has to end, but shorter days and cooler tem-
peratures require boaters to take extra precautions to ensure safe fall boating.

1. Update your charts. Local authorities may pull aids to navigation like channel markers and 
buoys as early as October in some areas. With fall’s shorter days, you could wind up cruising 
home after dark, making even familiar landmarks hard to spot. Make sure your charts—electronic 
and paper—are up to date so you can use them to navigate instead of visual aids.
2. Check nav lights and flares. Make sure your boat’s navigation lights are working and your 
emergency flares aren’t expired. Carry a few waterproof flashlights onboard to help you unload 
passengers and gear after dark. Be sure to stock spare batteries.
3. Make sure your VHF is working. Waterways are less crowded during fall. While peaceful, this 
also means that you might not see another boater who could help if you have a problem. You can 
use your VHF radio to call for help where your cell phone has no signal.
4. Gas up before you go. With fewer boats on the water, some fuel docks may close early during 
autumn. Don’t assume you can fill up at your destination for the return trip home.
5. Wear a life jacket. As water temperatures get cooler, boaters falling overboard run an 
increased risk of hypothermia. By law, children under 13 must wear a life jacket when the boat 
is underway, but it’s a good idea for adults to wear them too, especially at night. Purchase life 
jackets with lights attached so rescuers can find you in the water. Make sure your life jacket fits 
over bulky jackets and sweatshirts.
6. Keep an eye on the weather. Autumn storms can approach swiftly and often seem more 
menacing than summer rain showers. Boaters can use apps on their smartphones to get up-to-
date weather forecasts, as well as tide and navigation information. You can also call for help with 
the swipe of a finger.

–Sea Tow Foundation

 Copyright © 2022 America’s Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America’s Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program

Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and 
Boating Safety events.

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while 
offering more fun activities to our members.

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our 
members can participate in these fun activities.

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for 
this year at the level that is right for you.

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25

Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our 
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your dona-
tion is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the 
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsor Roster

As of 9/15/2022

 Admiral:         
Agruso, Jim & Susan 
Beverage, Larry & Yvonne
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Brown, Tom & Barbara
Cornell, Ed & Nadene
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kelly, Bob & Ginger
Kondos, Glen & Terri
Mertz, Tom & Jan
Nahama, Twila
Romersa, Tony & Linda
Spencer, Bill & Marty
Whelan, Chuck & Juliette

 Commodore:     
D’Alusio, John
Healy, Gayla & Brian

 Captain:   

 Seaman:   
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6/1/2022

MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____  Women’s:____

Send to: Manateeshipstore@gmail.com

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Small – Extra Large $ 28.00 2XL and larger $30.50 Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts:  America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $75.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $35.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with  MSPS Burgee $17.50

Burgees:

Small: 6”X9” $20.00

Medium: 12”X18” $38.00

Large: 16”X24” $40.00
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY HALLOWEEN !!!
 

Fall is around the corner and on October 31st, beware of little spooks & goblins.

Lt Susan Highfill, S recently had surgery and is recovering at home. 
Hope you will be back on your feet soon. 

For the October 6th meeting, snacks will be provided by:
                                          Yvonne Beverage, P
                                          Terri Kondos
                                          Rebecca Silva

For the November 1st meeting, snacks will be provided by:
                                           Lt Verne Walsh, AP
                                          *** Need another volunteer

Many thanks ladies for volunteering.

Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little 
sunshine sent their way.

October Birthdays     
Judi Hanzlik

Don Tress   2
Dean Blackwelder    5
Ed Van Stedum    9

Lourdes Zbryski     10
Donnia Smith   11
Kathy Gee     13
Carl Nyman    15

Bob Gutierrez   17
Debbie Craig   18

Welcome New Members
Judi Hanzlik

Steve & Pam Wright

They live in Apollo Beach and are currently 
boatless.

mailto:mwspencer25@gmail.com
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Advertise!

advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our 
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad 
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.

Support our Advertisers—They support us!

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, 
and other information.]

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year. 

Needed items include: 

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed 
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters   

We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place 
in your heart this month for these needy veterans. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING
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The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org

A publication of the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, a unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons®.  We are 
located in Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:  Glen Kondos, P
Photos:  by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos

The Helm Station is the official 
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.  
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station  
are those of the author of the article 
and do not necessarily represent the 
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or 
USPS.  All rights reserved.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

For more information about the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org

or call us at 941-799-7370

Visit us on our 
MSPS Facebook page:

“Marina Gold” is by Tom Brown
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http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-Sail-Power-Squadron-366053066763599
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