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Commander’s Message
Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy,
Kathy and I are back from our visit to Michigan. Once the temperatures
fall below 80 during the day and below 60 at night, I always say, “Let’s
get out of Dodge!” I always disliked September in Michigan because
I knew the boat was going to be put on the hard by October for the
winter, which is quite the opposite from what we experience here in Florida where we can boat
year around.
This month is the National’s Governing Board meeting in Raleigh, NC. Kathy, and I will be
attending along with District Executive Officer Matt Braatz. Besides all the seminars from
the Department Committees on Saturday, there will be a vote to modify the National ByLaws simplifying districts and our clubs/squadrons. I personally don’t think they are going
far enough with simplification and reorganization but at least this will be a start. Speaking of
reorganization, several of the national department’s committees have started restructuring;
education, communications, marketing and membership, boating and social. This will take some
time but will benefit our members in the long run.
Don’t forget that the District Conference is coming up October 7-8. Friday the 7th includes a
free dinner along with entertainment from Dean & Nancy May’s band who will be playing.
Thanks to all of you for participating in our summer functions and those that chaired these
events. We are looking forward to seeing everyone at our September 6 membership meeting.
Lastly, I am sure looking forward to reading about Tom Mertz’s and Glen Kondos’ trip to the
Bahamas by boat, found later in this issue of the newsletter.
Please be safe on the water or road, keep your eye to the sky, and when boating, wear your
Life Preserver.
YHGLCDR,
myles

Photo by Myles Gee

A cruise ship going south on the Detroit River between
Wyandotte, Michigan and Lasalle, Canada.
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station

Page 2

Executive Officer
Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

Welcome to September!
Hope you all had a great summer. Looking forward to seeing everyone
at our September meeting.
Save the date! MSPS will support the Boys and Girls Club Christmas
Tree Sale on December 8, 2022, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Thanks to
Larry Beverage for organizing this event.
Make sure your boat is shipshape for fall boating. Contact Matt Braatz or Ed Van Stedum
to set up a vessel safety check. Why not make it a neighborhood event? The more boats we
inspect, the safer boating will be for everyone.
The District 22 fall Cruise & Rendezvous is scheduled for September 30 through October 2
at the Twin Dolphin Marina in Bradenton. The D22 Fall Conference will be held at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center on October 7 – 8, 2022.
Happening This Month:
• September 5 – Labor Day, a day to celebrate the accomplishments of American workers,
was declared a federal holiday in 1894
• September 22 - Autumnal Equinox in the Northern Hemisphere, also known as the first
day of fall
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Administrative Officer
Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN

degrees!

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Hi, Folks. Are you getting tired of the abnormally hot weather? Well
fear not. Labor Day is quickly approaching on the 5th of September.
And you know what happens after that – Autumn and the cooler breezes
that will bring more comfortable cruising weather. Before long we will
be complaining that it is too cold when the temperature falls to 70

Even though we have not met as a Squadron since June, the Squadron has been very active
with the many activities arranged by Debra Hartwell. If you have not participated in the
Egmont Key Day Cruise, sponsored by John D’Alusio, the Luncheon at Floridays, the Luncheon
at the Riverhouse Reef and Grill, then you have missed some exciting events sponsored by our
Squadron.
It is encouraging that the Day Boaters got together last month to review past experiences
and to plan for future activities. We encourage all day boaters to become active in the
planning and execution of activities specifically planned for their benefit. Stay tuned for all
that they have planned for 2023.
It will be a welcome event when we finally meet as a Squadron again on 6 September. Mark
your calendars so you can hear the latest in Squadron news and where we are going for the
remainder of the year for Squadron Activities.
For the month of September, we have scheduled a great tour of the Ringling Museum with a
luncheon scheduled for 11:30. It will be held on 12 September. Sign up sheets will be at the
September General Membership meeting.
In addition, we have the Day Boater’s cruise to Ski-A-Rees water ski show. Contact Tom
Merts for specifics at 239-478-815.
There is also an overnight cruise to Longboat Key scheduled for 22-25 September. If
interested, contact Matt Braatz at 941-729-7595.
As a last thought, we are putting together the Cruise planning for next year and the Day
Boaters are doing the same. If you have some ideas as to where we should consider as a
destination, please contact Chuck Whelan @ 941-744-6734 for overnight cruises or Tom
Mertz at 239-478-8157 for Day Boaters.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our next meeting on September 6th.
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Education Department
Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Someone just told me it is September and it is time for the new Helm
Station to be published. Where did the summer go? We will be getting
back together for the this coming season. Hope everyone had a good
summer and lots of fun.
Think education and think about some courses you want to take.
Weather is always a good one, cruise planning helps to make sure you don’t leave anything
behind or someone. What about engine maintenance. Figure out where the spark plug goes in
an outboard or engine. It got to go somewhere? Kidding aside try to come up with some ideas
of what the Squadron can present or teach of interest to everyone. Some people have asked
for classes and we will have some sign up sheets at the Sept GM for these. We will have some
seminars before the General Meetings.
A lot of activities will be coming in September. National Meeting at Raleigh, NC, D22 Fall
Conference at Punta Guorda follows to name just a few.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next general meeting.
My many thanks for everyone who has helped out this summer. Glen Kondos for the
newsletter, Debra Hartwell for off the beaten path events. Vessel Safety Inspectors to name
just a few. Myles Gee for all of his work with National and D22 besides the Squadron. Great
job!!
Matt Braatz, Educational Officer
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Treasurer Report
Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

tres@manatee-squadron.org

The bank balance for both checking and money market are $15,249.85
at the end of July. This balances with the bank and all bills are paid.
This is a decrease of $121.18 from last month.
Thank you to the members using Amazon Smile. And to those of you
members that aren’t using Amazon Smile – I hope you are using Amazon
Smile for another deserving charity. If you desire help to set it up – let me know, I’d be glad
to help.
Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom
I love to make lists. I also love to leave them laying on the desk and then guess what is on the
list when I’m at the store. It’s a fun game!
It’s my wife’s birthday soon, she’s been leaving jewelry catalogues all over the house, so I
bought her a magazine rack!
I woke up this morning determined to drink less, eat right and exercise. But that was four
hours ago --- when I was younger and full of hope!
Eating healthy tip number 43: I pick fresh vegetables every day. I feed them to my pig –
eventually they become bacon!
Did you know line dancing was started by women waiting to use the bathroom?
Finally, I found a book called “How to solve 50% of your problems”. So, I bought two copies.
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Shell Key Day Cruise
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

Okay, time for a bit of truth in advertising. The MSPS Day Boaters did organize a cruise to
Shell Key Preserve. Boaters Syd & Fran Xinos on X3, Glen & Terri Kondos on Going Places, and
Bob Miller with Ed Smith on Bayou Buggy did depart Bradenton for Shell Key. After reporting
to Bayou Buggy that I was unable to hear their VHF radios, a simple turn up the volume of my
VHF radio solved the problem. It’s amazing I find a
way to chew bubblegum and walk at times.
The hearty bunch knew from weather forecasts
that the weather may be volatile. Hoping for the
best, the group departed the Bradenton Day Docks
on the pre-planned course mapped out in OpenCPN
to Shell Key Preserve. Traveling at 20 mph for the
smallest vessel, Bayou Buggy, a 20’ Hurricane deck
boat, Captain Bob Miller radioed in to move up to
25mph as the Manatee River was cooperating with
Photo by Terri Kondos
1 foot waves. The group then cleared the Manatee
River Inlet heading into the Tampa Bay inlet when things
changed rapidly. Bayou Buggy was now facing 2-3 foot waves
and bobbing and weaving trying to stay on course. It didn’t
take long before Ed Smith was on the radio saying they were
heading back. It was just too bumpy for them to proceed
ahead. After a quick chat with Syd, Going Places and X3
determined to continue ahead to Shell Key. It wasn’t even a
few minutes that my radar started highlighting heavy rainfall
ahead and Admiral Terri Kondos confirmed the worst from
weather maps that St. Pete’s Beach was getting hammered
with rain. You know, maybe following Bayou Buggy back into the
safety of the Manatee River may not be such a bad idea.
With our Shell Key Preserve cruise participants all back
together enjoying bright sunny skies over Bradenton, the call
Photo by Terri Kondos
was to anchor out at De Soto National Memorial beach, aka
“The Cross”. It’s embarrassing anchoring with Syd and Fran’s
Shallow Sport X3 around. Syd whips his X3 near
the beach and drops his power-poles into the water
and is drinking his first beer before I drop my first
anchor. No one likes a show-off, Syd! However,
Going Places and Bayou Buggy did fare much better
with their anchoring ordeals this time around.
With all boats anchored and secured, it was time
for Admiral Terri Kondos to spring to action. Terri
prepared a lovely barbecued pulled pork lunch with
coleslaw and chips for all the mariners.
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Shell Key Day Cruise Continued
Admiral Jeanne Miller baked some peanut butter cookies for
Bob to share. Thank you, Jeanne! A ball toss game on the beach
called Tidalball ensued which proved to be quite challenging. With
Ed Smith doing his best to chat up the Manatee Sail and Power
Squadron to beach passers by, the rest of the crew basked in
the warm waters, with liquid refreshments in hand.

Yes, this wasn’t the Shell Key Preserve cruise we were hoping
for. However, a successful punt led to a very enjoyable day at
the Cross. We’ll have to try Shell Key Preserve at a later date.

Photo by Terri Kondos

Photo by Terri Kondos
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Luncheon at Riverhouse Reef & Grill
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

The MSPS lunch crowd were at it again, staying close
to their namesake, having lunch on the Manatee river
at The Riverhouse Waterfront Reef & Grill Restaurant
in Palmetto, FL. The following 27 members, Illene &
Don Tress, Susan Highfill & David, Yvonne & Larry
Beverage, Ed Van Stedum, Marty & Bill Spencer, Jeff
Guas, John D’Alusio, Susan & Jim Agruso, Glen Kondos
and his grandson, Blake, Fran & Syd Xinos, Debbie &
Jack Craig, Ginger & Bob Kelly, Nancy Alayon-May &
Dean May,Debra & Ron Hartwell gathered for lunch on
August 10th.
Many thanks to Debra Hartwell for organizing
another successful event.
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Tom & Glen’s Bimini Cruise
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

Building upon last year’s successful MSPS trip across the Okeechobee Waterway, MSPS
members Tom Mertz and I decided to take that itinerary a bit further. Our sights were
now aimed at Bimini in the Bahamas. A first time Atlantic crossing to the Bahamas could be a
challenge. Tom latched on to a boating fling organized by the Bahamas Ministry of Tourism.
After arriving at Stuart, our story begins with
our need to make it to Ft Lauderdale to catch the
captains meeting for the trip out to Bimini. The
decision was to take the Atlantic Intercoastal
Waterway. Being my first time taking this route, I
was in awe of how many lavish mansions lined both
sides of the waterway. Twenty seven bridges later
and too many slow zones to count, we finally reached
our launch point destination for the Bahamas, the
Bahai Mar Marina in Ft Lauderdale. The Bimini
Boating Fling contingent consisted of 11 eager
boaters ready to make the 62 mile journey across the Atlantic
to the north island of Bimini. Tom’s 33XL Regal express
cruiser, “Navigator,” was the fourth largest boat of the group.
That meant there were 7 smaller boats crossing with us,
including a 25’ center console with 7 passengers. I’m glad I
wasn’t traveling on that vessel!
At zero dark thirty, the first roll call came out on the VHF
radio. With navigation lights shining, a single file procession
moved out through the Port Everglades Channel, a mile long
stretch of treacherous water. Not only is this portion of
water challenging to navigate through, but there was also a
large tanker coming in the opposite direction. Not the start we
anticipated. Three to five foot waves kept speeds down as all
of the smaller boats were struggling. I was taken aback with
the number of large ocean going vessels we encountered. Tom
and I would enjoy checking the details of each vessel through
their AIS signatures. The water improved as we
came closer to Bimini. The lead boat sent out the
call for everyone to hoist their yellow quarantine
flags on their vessels. Once successfully tucked
into our slip at the famous Bimini Big Game Marina,
Tom took care of Immigration and Custom duties as
Captain of our vessel while I stayed behind to wash
down “Navigator.”
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Tom & Glen’s Bimini Cruise Continued
As both Tom and I have both been to the Bahamas before, we
knew a bit about what to expect. We explored North Bimini a bit,
checking out the iconic sites to include having a conch salad. I
decided to take a trip out to snorkel at the Sapona shipwreck as
well as swim with Caribbean reef sharks. I admittedly was a bit
hesitant to jump in the water with 12 sharks swimming around.
However, when a 9 year old South African girl jumped into the
water without any hesitation, there were no more excuses that
could be made. I did wait to make sure the little girl wasn’t eaten
though. It was an eerie feeling
swimming amongst those sharks.
Surviving that ordeal and ready
for more challenges, I talked Tom into joining me on a trip to
Honeymoon Harbor to feed the stingrays. Tom has a healthy
respect for any animal that can kill you. I unfortunately don’t
have that skill set and in no time I’m in the water with squid in
both hands shoving them into stingrays’ mouths while a lemon
shark circled me for a meal as well. Again, there’s likely a
reason why Tom was captain on the trip and I just first mate.
Needing to refuel prior to our departure from Bimini, we
decided to take the boat up to the Hilton for some lunch
and check out that marina. We both agreed that if we ever
returned that’s where we would stay. After watching the fuel
meter spin like a pinwheel during a hurricane at $8.00 a gallon,
we were ready for our return crossing of the Atlantic. The
water was forecasted to be much better, with the wind behind our backs. The decision was to
go the 100 mile route straight from Bimini to Stuart. Before our departure, we watched some
fisherman feed bull sharks at the docks at the marina with their fish scraps. The weather was
beautiful, and we were able to keep a steady speed of 30mph all the way back to Stuart.
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Canoeing on the Bourbon Trail
By
P/ Lt/ R. Edward Smith P
This headline caught my attention when it came through on an email from our National Office.
District # 24, Bluegrass Sail and Power Squadron, opened their annual canoe trip on the Kentucky River in Downtown Frankfort, Kentucky to all USPS members and guests. It sounded
like a great time to escape the Florida heat and do an easy float and paddle down the Kentucky
River, followed by a private tour of the Buffalo Trace Distillery along with some social time with
members of other squadrons.
I invited my son-in- law, who had just returned from deployment, and my daughter to join Donnia and myself as guests for the trip. My son-in law and daughter are stationed at Ft. Campbell,
Kentucky. They were all in favor of the Distillery tour and the fun to be had canoeing on the
Kentucky River. Louise Lagrew from District 24 was very accommodating and helpful and did an
excellent job arranging and hosting the event and it was a really great time.
A free tour of Frankfort, introduced us to the capital of Kentucky. We had a picnic lunch on
the banks of the Kentucky River and of course a tour of the oldest continuous distillery in the
country. We even were introduced to Boo Boos which are Bourbon Balls that did not meet the
Quality Control requirements of the original Rebecca Ruths’ chocolate shop. I would bring some
to our next squadron meeting, but they did not survive our trip.
As for the Canoe trip, well ……. CANCELED …. The Kentucky River flooded and the river went
from green to brown due to lots of rain. It was one of the worst floods in Kentucky’s history as
many people lost their lives and lots of homes and property damaged. Our USPS attendees all
remained safe.
I would like to share some interesting things, I
learned on the trip. This Squadron/ District is
one of the smaller groups and has a lot of sailors
in it. They travel to their individual boats, many
of which are located along the Southern coast of
the U.S. They do not have the opportunity to get
together like we do for Squadron day trips and
cruises like our Squadron. They also live fairly
long distances from each other, so it is difficult
for them to get together sometimes.

Photo by Ed Smith

One other request, I heard from this group worth considering: If there are events we host, and
other USPS members from other squadrons, could participate it would be great. Always good
to meet fellow USPS squadron members. This might require the other USPS squadron members
to rent boats, and we would need to share local knowledge of boat rentals, but why not open up
some of our trips to other USPS Squadrons?
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Brunch Munch Bunch
By John D’Alusio

The Manatee Sail and Power Squadron Brunch Munch Bunch convened at D’s Breakfast & Burgers in Palmetto on Sunday, August 21st at 0930 for another monthly installment of our long
running breakfast soirée.
Ten Squadron members attended the get together. We enjoyed the reliably good food at D’s
along with excellent company of our MSPS colleagues. The Brunch has been continued by Vernie and Deborah Pickhardt after it was in danger of being permanently canceled due to inactivity and the lack of a sponsor. However, the renewed interest in this event along with the Pickhardt’s generous guidance has kept this long standing tradition going strong.
Regrettably, Vernie and Deborah were unable to attend this week due to familial responsibilities, but the rest of us had an enjoyable gathering in their temporary absence. The company
is always outstanding, and the breakfast selections estimable. If you have never attended, or
have not done so lately, you are missing a good time.
The next gathering at D’s is scheduled for Sunday, September 18th. If you have nothing going on that morning, take a ride to D’s and join the party. Vernie and Deborah always send out
an email invitation the week prior to the event. Answer in the affirmative and join the group.
You’ll be glad did.

Photo by John D’Alusio
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MSPS 2022 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
September
September 1- Day Boaters to Upper Manatee
River Cruise
September 10 - America’s Boating Course
Sept 11-18 National Governing Board
September 12 – Ringling Tour & Lunch 11:30
September 18 - Munch Brunch 09:30
September 18- Day Boaters to Ski-A-Rees
water ski show
September 22-25- Cruise to Longboat Key
September 30-October 2 District C&R-Twin
Dolphin Marina
October
October 7-8 District Conference
October 11- Day Boaters cruise to Mar Vista
Restaurant
October 15-16 Raft Up at the Cross.
October 18 – Tour and Lunch at Marie Selby
Gardens. Time TBD
October 27-6 Nov- Fall Getaway
October 27-29- Palm Harbour
October 29-31- Fisherman Village
October 31-November 3- Legacy Harbor
November 3-6- South Seas
November
November TBD- Day Boaters Piloting Skills
Event
November 14 – TBD Luncheon
December
December 1-4- Cruise to Marina Jack
December 3- Luncheon Downtown Sarasota
December 8 - Boys and Girls Club Xmas Trees
December 10 - America’s Boating Course
December 11- Holiday Party- Bradenton Yacht
Club

Cahoots Band
Happenings
September 2022
MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the
following shows coming up this month:
2 September
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243
9 September
6 pm to 9 pm
Peridia Golf and Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E
Bradenton, Florida 34203
Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows.
Get some squadron members and friends
together - come out and have some fun!
For additional information about these
and other activities, please visit the
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.
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Going up the River
As most of you are aware we had a day trip planned to go up the river east of the Fort Hamer
Bridge last May, but unfortunately the leaders of our trip came down with Covid and the trip
was canceled. We are now rescheduling this day trip for September 1st. We will be leaving
from the Bradenton City Docks at 1000 on Thursday the 1st. Anyone up for an adventure, this
is your opportunity to go explore the upper Manatee River. If you don’t own a boat that can
make it shallow water, you can sign up to crew on one of the boats traveling.
Going up the River can be very challenging due to the skinny water in some areas and fallen
trees. Amazingly there are also gator holes where the water is really deep. Needless to say
we will be traveling at slow speed, no wake! Expect a four-hour cruise, depending on tide and
weather conditions.
Your Cruise Leader, Ed Smith has explored this trip east of the Ft. Hamer Bridge, and originally thought after last May we might make it a Hybrid Trip, part power boat and part canoe,
departing by canoe at Ray’s Canoe on the Manatee River. So last week I rented a canoe with
the goal of reaching the dam by canoe. After two hours of paddling from Ray’s Canoe, I am
proud to announce, I made it! Then I had to paddle back for two hours, and it seems both ways
I paddled against the current as the tide was going out when we started and coming back up the
river as we were headed down stream. Lots of trees in the river and not an easy paddle by any
means.
Anyone wanting to do the Canoe Trip, I will be glad to give you Ray’s number, but as the saying
goes, seen it and done it and like to keep my arms in the boat for safety sake!
Call or email me to sign up for the River Cruise ed.smith.sphr@gamil.com or mobile phone (561)
906 - 6811
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AMERICAS BOATING COURSE
Did you know that anyone born on or after January 1, 1988, must have a Boating Safety
Education ID Card to legally operate a boat in Florida?
The “America’s Boating Course” is being offered by the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron (A unit
of the United States Power Squadrons/Americas Boating Club) on Saturday, September 10, 2022.
The course meets the State of Florida boating safety certificate requirement, is approved by the U.S.
Coast Guard, and is designed for anyone who either owns or operates a boat or may be a passenger
in a boat.
Experienced mariners will teach you what you need to safely operate a boat. We will explain the laws, describe required equipment, and teach you the basics about navigation aids, VHF radios, anchoring, docking, and much more.
The one-day class will be offered and open to the public on:
Saturday, Sept 10, 2022
Check in 7:45 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Class 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Registration deadline Sept 6, 2022
Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221
Payment deadline Sept 6, 2022, $50 single attendance or $70 for a couple (same family sharing one
book) lunch included.
Register online at: https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getregformx.cgi?C-20450 or contact
Larry Beverage (941-518-3071) or email (LYB204@gmail.com).
To learn more about our organization, please see our website at www.manatee-squadron.org .
MSPS offers free Vessel Safety Examinations. Schedule your 2022 inspection today.
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Next General Meeting
06 September 2022
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

Tour and Lunch at Ringling Grillroom (11:30 am, 12 September)
The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, 5401 Bay Shore Rd, Sarasota, FL 34243
Parking is free and is available on both sides of the esplanade approaching the front
of the Museum. The Museum of Art and Bayfront Gardens are free to the public on
Mondays. A sign-up sheet will be present at the September club meeting.
Tour and Lunch Selby Gardens (18 October)
The Marie Selby Botanical Garden, 1534 Mound St, Sarasota, FL 34236
The following people have signed up at this time:
Debra & Ron Hartwell
Judi & Don Hanzlik
Barbara & Tom Brown
Ginger & Bob Kelly
George Nartsissov
Rebecca & Mike Silvay
Mariann & John D’Alusio
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Breakfast Munch Brunch
D’s Breakfast and Burgers
			
Next Munch Bruch - 9:30am 18 September 2022

D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located on the historical Palmetto Main Street.
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.
The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron
friends in a relaxed atmosphere.
We haved moved to this location which is just off the Green
Bridge (8th Avenue) and is easy to get to from all directions.
The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes,
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those
wishing to spice up their morning.
See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be
disappointed.

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC) ?
The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve
voluntary compliance
with federal and state
recreational boating safety
laws regarding the carriage
of safety equipment on board
vessels. Ensure a safe boating
experience by having your vessel
inspected by one of our qualified examiners! These
are confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you
will receive the above decal to proudly display on
your vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail
& Power Squadron by contacting safe@manateesquadron.org
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D-22 Cruise & Rendezvous
September 30-Oct 2, 2022

Twin Dolphins Marina, Bradenton

GPS coordinates of 27° 29' 57.2244'' N and 82° 34' 19.0956'' W
Join fellow District members for this fun activity. We will have a toga party on Friday; a visit to the
Bishop Museum of Science and Nature; dinner at a local restaurant; a cookie contest in honor of
October 1st being National Home-made Cookie Day!
Dockage:

$3.25/ft plus electric & tax.
Please contact Susan Tokarz: SITokarz@aol.com (727) 244-7933 for reservations.

Hotel:

A block of 10 rooms has been reserved at the Springhill Suites Bradenton/Riverfront,
102 12th Street West (941) 226-2200
Room rate is $189.00 (+tax)

Individuals have to contact the hotel directly. Be sure to mention you are with the D-22 Cruise
& Rendezvous!!!!
Schedule (tentative)
Friday:

5:30 p.m. TOGA PARTY--- Covered Dish at Pool
Come dressed in your finest Toga!
Make your own head-piece.
There might even be prizes!
Home-made Cookie Contest

Saturday:

Morning on your own – swim, visit the museum, enjoy!
2:00 p.m. Lunch at a local restaurant.
Evening – Cocktails & Camaraderie!

Sunday:

Pastries by the pool – Bring your own coffee.

Safe trip home!
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Updated Plans For
The D22 Fall Conference 2022
Friday, 7 October:
Squadron/Member Donated Gift Raffle - $20.00 for 15 tickets

0830 – 1200 Registration Desk Open
0900 - 1015 Squadron Bridge Officer Meeting
1030 – 1145 Council Meeting
1200 – 1330 Lunch on your own
1400 – 1600 Roundtables

FREE Dinner/Dance –

Limited to 140 District 22 Members

1700 – Social
1800 – 50/50 & Gift Drawings
1830 – Dinner Served
1900 - 2100 - Live Music by Manatee Squadron Members
Reservations and deposit required
thru D22 website - usps.org/d22

Saturday, 8 October:
0800 - 1200 Registration Desk Open
0800 - 0900 Coffee and Danish
0900 - 1030 Roundtables
1045 - 1200 Town Hall Meeting
1215 – 1330 Lunch - speaker Hans Wilson, President of Marine Industries Assn
1345 – 1530 - District Conference Meeting
1600 – 1700 - After Conference Social
Hotel Info:
Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770
$109.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $179) – cutoff date 9/16
State you have the special “Power Squadron room block” or
give code PO1407 to receive the discounted rate – must make reservation directly
----------------Springhill Suites by Marriott – 941-347-4224
City view - $139.00 / Harbor view - $159.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $201)
breakfast included - cutoff date 9/16
Link to book your room online: Book your group rate for America's Boating Club
*Must mention United States Power Squadrons/America’ Boating Club
and book for at least 2 nights for these rates*

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station

Page 20

District 22 - 2022 Fall Conference Roundtables
Friday, 7 October – 1400 - 1600
Education Update – D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN, San Carlos Bay Squadron, presenter
Our District Education Officer will discuss updates in America's Boating Club's Education Program. Hear about
the educational programs, changes in seminars, when new materials for courses will be available, etc.

Info Center – D/Lt/C Ron Jones, AP, Peace River Squadron, presenter
What’s in the Info Center for (or about) me? Where is it? How do I check it out? What about DB2000?

Managing an Effective Meeting - Cdr Connie Beckman, SN, St. Pete Squadron, presenter
Do you know how to run a meaningful and fun meeting? Connie Beckman will lead a discussion of Robert’s
Rules of Order, how to take minutes and how to add fun to your general meetings.

Membership Planning Panel Discussion – Lt/C Barry Rush, SN, Sarasota, moderator
A discussion on techniques to grow and retain membership into future leadership positions.

Saturday, 8 October – 0900 - 1030
Global Scavenger Hunt – P/C Douglas Townes, SN, St Pete Squadron, presenter
Use your cell phone GPS to answer questions about Lat/Lon coordinates. This will educate and test your
GPS skills. Use Lat/Lon coordinates with Google Maps to identify a location instead of a street address to
answer questions. There will be a prize! If you have not used Google maps with Lat/Lon, instructions for
iPhone and Android devices are available on the D22 web site (About Us/Announcements).

Keeping your boat exterior looking new – Travis Spier of Baybreeze Boatworks
No matter if your boat’s hull is wood, fiberglass, or aluminum, routine cleaning and maintenance will improve
performance and fuel economy and protect your investment in your boat. Stains, mildew, and algae are
common on boats, learn how best to care for your boat’s exterior.

Nautical Knots – Stf/C Dave Haddox, S, Anna Maria Squadron, presenter
A sampling of knots of use to mariners, including the handy one-handed bowline, which allows a person to
hang onto a line for support, while tying a bowline in it.

The USS Hornet, “The Grey Ghost” – D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN, San Carlos squadron, presenter
A virtual tour of the USS Hornet, a museum in Alameda, CA. Hear the history of this aircraft carrier nicknamed
“The Grey Ghost.” Hear about past from WWII Pacific missions thru recovery of the Apollo Moon capsules.

Saturday’s Lunch Speaker – 1230 – Hans Wilson, President
of Hans Wilson & Associates, a marine engineering and environmental consulting firm
Hans is also the President of the Marine Industries Association of Southwest Florida & Tampa Bay. which was
formed in 1973 and represents over 250 marine businesses along Florida’s West Coast. SWFMIA plays a role
in governmental and legislative matters, working to increase awareness of the economic impact of boating
through boat shows, web sites, social media and advertising. SWFMIA also sponsors the Go Boating Florida
website which offers a wealth of information to recreational boaters.
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2022 Fall
Conference
Reservation Form
Friday, 7 October - FREE Dinner/Dance
Limited Free to first 140 District 22 Members – deposit required
1700 – Social 1800 – 50/50 & Gift Drawings 1830 – Dinner Served

Choice of:
Shrimp Scampi, Bourbon & Beef Tenderloin or Chicken Marsala
Choice will be plated and served with Caesar Salad, Loaded Potato Casserole, Green Beans,
Rolls & Butter, Ice Water and Ice Tea. Coffee on request.
Ice Cream Station with Hot Fudge, Caramel Sauce, Sprinkles, Whipped Cream & Cherries
To assure your intent to attend, we require payment of $40.00 at the time of
your reservation – all attendees will then receive a refund of their payment
AT the dinner. No refunds for non-attendees.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Saturday, 8 October – Luncheon – Lunch Served at 1215
Speaker – Hans Wilson, President of Marine Industries Assn of Southwest Florida
The Marine Industries Association plays an active role in governmental and legislative matters
throughout the region, working to increase awareness of the economic impact of boating. The Association
works to grow boating and promote member businesses to the boating public through boat shows, web sites,
social media and advertising.

Choice of:

Chicken Parmigiana or Beef Brisket - $30.00

Choice will be plated and served with House Salad, Roasted Potatoes, Peas, Carrots, Cut Corn,
Green Beans, Rolls & Butter, Water, Ice Tea and Fresh Oven Baked Cookies. Coffee on request.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

We ask that you use the new, easy way to register for the Conference
and Purchase your meals
Sign in to the D22 website — americasboatingclub-d22.org —
Members Only – Registration/Purchase then follow the instructions (need your credit card)
No Reservations or Cancellations after 26 September 2022, please.
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District 22 Website
Conference Registrations and Meal Purchases
(7 June 2022, v2)
Slide 1: District 22 is encouraging its members
to use the D22 Website to electronically register
for D22 Conferences and purchasing meals for
selected events. This presentation guides our
members through the process.

Slide 2: The Conference Registration and Meal
Purchase process is created, coordinated,
maintained and managed by several key process
personnel. The D22 Bridge and Executive
Committee maintain overall oversight and
approve the process.

Slide 3: The Conference Registration and Meal
Purchase process was created to support D22
Conference activities. The actual meal menu
choices are customized for each event.

Slide 4: The D22 Website is continuously being
modified and improved to better support our
goals. Additionally, the electronic on-line
process is always being reviewed for future
expansion to support even more activities and
registration processes.
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District 22 Website
Conference Registrations and Meal Purchases
(Continued)
Slide 5: This slide is a quick flow chart which
shows the general process. It is easy and fast!

Slide 6: The D22 Conference Registration and
Meal Purchase webpage is located in the access
restricted “Members Only” area on the website.
Log in using your squadron’s specific Username
and Password. Note: It is NOT your USPS
Membership E-Number and personal password.

Slide 7: After you have logged in as a Member,
go to the Members Only Tab and select the
Registration/Purchase submenu. Complete the
Registration first and then click Meal Purchase
button to be transferred to the Meal Purchase
website.

Slide 8: If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact anyone on the Key Process
Personnel slide. Use the D22 Website’s Bridge,
Webmaster or Contact Form to reach a member.
Or use the D22 Watch Year Directory to contact
a member using their phone number.
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America’s Boating Compass August 2022

How to stop a boat from flooding
Beefing up your onboard emergency kit to stop a boat from flooding needn’t be expensive. You
probably have most of the supplies and tools at hand.
On recreational boats, add the following items to your onboard emergency kit:
•

•
•

•

Plugs and patching material. Get wooden wedges and tapered wooden plugs in a variety of
sizes to match the boat’s through-hull fittings. You’ll also want an assortment of rubber sheets
and gasket material; rags, waterproof putty, and other filler for stuffing in and around patches
for a better seal.
Fasteners to hold the patch in place. Make sure you have hose clamps, nylon ties, twine,
grease tape, fiberglass tape and duct tape.
Tools. You’ll want screwdrivers, a hacksaw, an adjustable wrench, a pipe wrench, a nut driver,
and a hammer. Besides using them to patch a hole, these tools can help you close watertight
doors and hatches, shut down machinery that could make a flooded area hazardous, and
close off drains and discharges that can siphon water into a boat if it sinks below the waterline.
Dewatering pump. Since bilge pumps aren’t designed to handle large volumes of water from
a hole, add a dewatering pump to your kit.

Put these supplies in a clearly marked container kept close at hand. Attach a flashlight to the
handle in case an accident happens at night, and make sure everyone on board knows where to
find the emergency kit.
If your boat is taking on water, notify the U.S. Coast Guard and other boaters in the area and
make sure everyone is wearing a life jacket. Saving your boat is important, but if you can’t control
flooding, saving lives should be your priority. –U.S. Coast Guard
Copyright © 2022 America’s Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America’s Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and
Boating Safety events.
Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while
offering more fun activities to our members.
Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our
members can participate in these fun activities.
Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for
this year at the level that is right for you.
Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25
Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your donation is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsor Roster
As of 6/15/2022

Admiral:
Agruso, Jim & Susan
Beverage, Larry & Yvonne
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Brown, Tom & Barbara
Cornell, Ed & Nadene
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kelly, Bob & Ginger
Kondos, Glen & Terri
Mertz, Tom & Jan
Nahama, Twila
Romersa, Tony & Linda
Spencer, Bill & Marty
Whelan, Chuck & Juliette

Commodore:
D’Alusio, John
Healy, Gayla & Brian

Captain:			
Seaman:			
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6/1/2022

MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____ Women’s:____
Send to:

Manateeshipstore@gmail.com

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Small – Extra Large $ 28.00

2XL and larger $30.50

Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Any size

$75.00

White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Any size

$35.00

White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with MSPS Burgee

$17.50

Burgees:
Small:

6”X9”

$20.00

Medium:

12”X18”

$38.00

Large:

16”X24”

$40.00

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station

Page 28

Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

Happy Labor Day!!!
Gosh, school has started and the squadron monthly meetings are going to be back. The weather
continues to be hot, hot, hot, but hopefully soon cooler weather will be here. Where has the
Summer gone???
With the Fall meetings starting September 6th, snacks will be provided by:
Linda Romersa, S
Pat Capsavage, S
*** Volunteers for October, November, and December snacks are needed!!!
Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little
sunshine sent their way.

September Birthdays

Welcome New Members

Judi Hanzlik

Judi Hanzlik
Jim & Elizabeth Law

Linda Romersa 4
Ginger Kelly 5
Ingrid Seidel 7
Matt Braatz 9
Donald Cook 24

They live in Palmetto, FL and own a Meridian
490 named “Runaway”
Welcome Back We Missed You: Reinstated members

Philip & Joette Devon
They live in Avon Park, FL and own an Endeavour Catamaran 44 foot named “Devon.
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Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines. Their needs are year round. The Bay Pines
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice,
and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support
these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place
in your heart this month for these needy veterans.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING

Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing,
and other information.]
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“Sigh… Another day in Paradise ends” is by Tom Brown

For more information about the Manatee Sail &
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org
or call us at 941-799-7370
Visit us on our
MSPS Facebook page:

The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail &
Power Squadron, a unit of the United
States Power Squadrons®.
We are
located in Manatee County, Florida.
Editor: Glen Kondos, P
Photos: by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos
The Helm Station is the official
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station
are those of the author of the article
and do not necessarily represent the
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or
USPS. All rights reserved.
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