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Commander’s Message
Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy,
As reported in our last edition of the Helm Station, Kathy and I are
in Michigan visiting children, grandchildren, siblings, and friends. The
weather here is as fickle as it gets, it’s either very hot and humid
or just plain cold for me. Yes, that means when it drops below 80, I
have a sweatshirt on. Our city of Wyandotte is located on the Detroit
River, just south of Detroit, there is plenty of boat traffic, from wave
runners, kayaks, power & sail boats to very large lake and ocean freighters.
Kathy and I hope you are enjoying your summer and participating in our summer social and day
boating events.
Before we return to Florida, I will be teaching the public safe boating class to family members,
thanks to Larry Beverage setting up the class for me. I hope they all pass!
Please don’t forget the USPS Governing Board meeting in Raleigh and the District 22 Fall
Conference in October, remember Dean & Nancy May’s band, Cahoots, will be playing Friday
night.
Please be safe on the water or road, keep your eye to the sky, and when boating, wear your
Life Preserver.
YHGLCDR,
myles
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Executive Officer
Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

Happy August everyone!
Hope you are all enjoying a wonderful summer and spending time with
family and friends.
Some good news on the safe boating front. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has approved new rules that will make
it easier to keep derelict boats out of our waters and off our shores.
Through the Vessel Turn-In Program (VTIP), owners of boats that are at risk of becoming
derelict will be able to get rid of them. We’ll have more information on this issue in the fall.
In the interest of boating safety, if you haven’t had your boat inspected recently, contact
Matt Braatz or Ed Van Stedum to set up a vessel safety check. Why not make it a neighborhood event? The more boats we inspect, the safer boating will be for everyone.
And please serve as an example to others by always practicing safe boating when you are out
and about on the water. Keep an eye on the sky and bring plenty of water to drink to stay hydrated in the summer heat. And always enjoy your time on our beautiful waterways.
There is still time to sign up for D22 fall events. District 22 has scheduled this fall’s Cruise
& Rendezvous for September 30 through October 2 at the Twin Dolphin Marina in Bradenton.
The D22 Fall Conference will be held at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center
on October 7 – 8, 2022. Details for both events will be found in this issue of the Helm Station. Hotel rooms and boat slips are going fast, so don’t delay in making your travel arrangements. EXCOM would like to know who is going from MSPS, so if you are planning to participate in either event, please let me know.
Happening This Month:
• August 10 – First day of school for students in Manatee County. Please drive safely and
watch out for children.
• August 23 - Primary Election Day. Your vote counts!
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Administrative Officer
Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Hi everyone. Hope you are having a wonderful summer. Rains have
picked up, and all our landscape plants are finally flourishing.
Thanks to Vernie and Deborah Pickardt, we have restarted the ever
popular Munch Brunch on the third Sunday of the month. The restart
on June 26 found 14 members enjoying a hearty breakfast at D’s Breakfast and Burgers in
Palmetto. Not to be outdone, the breakfast for July 17 found the same number of Members
enjoying the meal and equally important, camaraderie. Don’t miss out on this monthly activity.
It is becoming more and more popular as a venue to share good food with good stories.
The Day Boater’s cruise to Egmont Key proved to be a mixed blessing. Seas were iffy but once
the 6 boats arrived at the Key all went well with calm waters and a lot of fun in the water
followed. Thanks to John D’Alusio for his efforts in pulling this Day Boater cruise together.
Speaking of Day Boaters, don’t forget the next adventure scheduled for Aug 17 to Shell Key.
If interested in this day cruise, contact Glen Kondos to be included.
Also, mark your calendars for August 10 where we will be gathering at the Riverhouse Reef
and Grill in Palmetto for our next Squadron Luncheon. Contact Debra Hartwell for sign up for
this event.
For all the planned activities for the rest of the year please consult the Consolidated
Activities List (CAL) in this issue of the Helm Station.
Keep cool, and we will see you all at our September meeting.
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Education Department
Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

There has not been much going on in the Education Department since
the last General Meeting. However, Larry Beverage had another ABC
class. Good attendance! Many thanks to Larry and all of the instructors
that took part and helped out. Several people have asked about an AP
class in the fall, which we will be doing. If there are some other classes
people want to take, let me know. We will also be doing some seminars
before the General Meetings down the road.
Even though we have not had any recent classes, social events are going on strong. Our Munch
and Brunch this past Sunday had 20. Started with 24 sign up but declined then climbed back
up on the day of the event. Vinnie Pickhardt and his wife, Debbie, did a great job in setting it
up. We have this event once a month, and if you have not ever come, you are missing out on a
great breakfast and a time to talk with other squadron members. Many thanks to them both.
We will have a good turnout for this Thursday (on July 21) lunch at Floridays. 24 have signed
up. Debra Hartwell set this up, and thanks to her for doing it.
We are still having a number of boating activities for day boaters. Check the Helm Station for
information.
Even though Myles and Kathy are away on vacation, he is still doing a lot of work for the
District 22 and on the National Level besides keeping up on the Squadron. There are a number
of others who are working in the background of the squadron that you never hear about such
as Glen Kondos in doing the HS during the summer months. Chuck Whelan on boating activities
and the above people on the social side. From myself and the squadron our thanks go out to all
of you for you hard work and efforts. Well Done!!!! Thanks Again!!
Have a great summer and enjoy your boating and other fun activities.
Matt Braatz
Educational Officer

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station

Page 5

Treasurer Report
Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

tres@manatee-squadron.org

The bank balance for both checking and money market are $15371.03 at
the end of June. This balances with the bank and all bills are paid.
This is a decrease of $158.38 from last month.
Thank you to the members using Amazon Smile. And to those of you
members that aren’t using Amazon Smile – I hope you are using Amazon
Smile for another deserving charity. If you desire help to set it up – let
me know, I’d be glad to help.
Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom
Some thoughts on aging:
Drinking wine at home is much better than in a bar because you can wear your pajamas and
there is no last call!
Birthdays are good for your health. Studies show that people who have more birthdays live
longer.
Let’s make an Anti-Bucket List. What would you NEVER do again?
I don’t want to say I’m old and worn out, but I make sure I’m nowhere near the curb on trash
day.
I finally figured out what I want to be when I get older – YOUNGER!
There is no such thing as a grouchy old person. The truth is, once you
get old, you stop being polite and start being honest.
It’s not my age that bothers me, it’s the side effects.
When I was young, I was poor. But after years of hard work, I am no
longer young.
And finally – As I’ve grown older, I’ve learned that pleasing everyone
is impossible. But offending everyone is a easy!
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Egmont Key Day Cruise
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

To most, Egmont Key is a weekend destination for boaters to enjoy the beach and waters off
the Gulf of Mexico. John D’Alusio was determined to change that for Manatee Sail and Power
Squadron. John organized a day boat outing not only for pleasure, but to educate participants
on the rich history of Egmont Key. In advertising the Egmont Key Day Cruise, John provided a
concise and informative depiction on the history of
Egmont Key, setting the stage for an educational
outing at which we learned even more about the
historical treasures that Egmont Key offers.
However, you do have to boat there to experience
it.
The day started off well with no rain in the
forecast and manageable forecasted winds. The
Egmont Key Day Cruisers met their first challenge
with the Tropicana train movement causing the CSX
railroad bridge to close. The VHF radios were alight
with details on the day’s cruise, as Katie Lee with Ed & Donnia
Smith, Palm Beach with John D’Alusio, Going Places with Glen
& Terri Kondos, Navigator with Tom Mertz, Rhumb Line Bob
Jeane Miller, and Syd & Fran Xinos on their Shallow Sport
X3 trimaran type hull boat, formed up the party. Once the
bridge was opened, everyone was off and running to Egmont
Key. The boaters experienced what John characterized
as “confused chop” once we left the safe confines of the
Manatee River but plowed ahead in the sun and surf.
Arrival on the southern bayside end of Egmont Key provided
the next challenge for the boaters. Currents and wind
complicate the most trivial boating tasks. Going Places
attempted to anchor first. However, Glen learned that relying
on the depth finder to determine depth of the water wasn’t
a sure thing. Everytime he attempted to anchor in 4’ water,
he was met with much deeper water when plunging in to set a
stern anchor on
the beach. John
had successfully anchored Palm Beach when the
boat became unhinged as his anchor line popped off
the cleat leaving his prized Fortress anchor with
100’ of rode taking a swim on its own. Eventually,
Going Places, Navigator and Palm Beach ended up
rafting up. Meanwhile, the Xinos made quick work of
anchoring their boat and ended up giving Katie Lee a
hand.
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Egmont Key Day Cruise Continued
Once everyone was successfully moored, a snorkel party was
organized to find John’s anchor. Let’s use John’s own words to
capture the event as he saw it. “Kudos to Glen for winning the
first annual ‘Find The Anchor’ game. Very impressive result on
short notice!!!!” I’m not buying it.
After a quick lunch and great conversations while wading in
the water, we consulted John for last minute advice before
heading out to learn more about Egmont Key. The trail from the
southern bayside to the Egmont
Key lighthouse took us past the Photo by Terri Kondos
Pilot compound. We were all
astonished at how large and functional the compound was, with
many homes with electricity and, of course, air conditioning.
We’ve heard about the brick road on the north end of the key.
However, the road and walkways were much more extensive
than we envisioned, and we can only feel for those who laid
those bricks by hand. With informative placards full of
information along the trail, we quickly moved on from the “Dead
House” where they could take two dead bodies in the day. Since
Syd was the only smart one of our group who brought water, we
were hoping none of us would end up in the morgue. Along the
way we encountered a couple of gopher tortoises, apparently
as curious of us as we were with them. After arriving at the
lighthouse, Fran was quick to correct me for having said it was
Photo by Terri Kondos
a mile walk. Fran was right, it was 1.3 miles. However, with the
heat and little to no breeze, it felt like three miles. I think we all had our own takeaways from
our educational journey to the Egmont Key lighthouse. For me, I was surprised to learn that
Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders” spent time on the key. Syd passed on that the lighthouse is still
operational with an automatic beacon. Lastly, on a more solemn note, a visit to the cemetery
depicted how hard life was on the key when it was an active community. Many soldiers died of
yellow fever and typhoid, seminole indians perished, and unfortunately so did six infants of the
lighthouse keepers.
A huge thanks to John D’Alusio for organizing the
Egmont Key Day Cruise, setting up everyone to
have a successful boating outing and educational
experience.

Photo by Terri Kondos
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Luncheon at Floridays
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

Photo by Terri Kondos

July’s social event, organized by Debra Hartwell, took
our MSPS members down Manatee River Ave, just
before the bridge to Anna Maria Island. Floridays
Woodfire Grill used to be an old school Florida fish
house turned into a restaurant with a dash, in their
own words, of “quirkiness.” The group quickly engaged
in groups of conversations, catching up with their
summer endeavors. Those participating in the event
include Matt & Sandy Braatz, Paul & Carmen Stamm
and family, Don & Judi Hanzlik, Susan Highfill & Guest,
Ron & Debra Hartwell, Chuck & Juliette Whelan,
Vernie & Deborah Pickhardt, Bob Miller, Bill & Marty
Spencer, Larry Beverage, Susan Agruso, Glen & Terri
Kondos, Tom Mertz, and Cliff & Carolyn Schmidt.
SEO Matt Braatz provided a few words of welcome
as well as introducing new members Paul & Carmen
Stamm. The fish tacos appeared to be a big hit with
the group as well as maybe a few chilled alcoholic
beverages. Thank you Debra for hosting yet another
very successful social event.
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Sunday Munch Brunch Bunch Strikes Again
By John D’Alusio
The semi-notorious Squadron Munch Bunch gathered at D’s Breakfast & Burgers in Palmeto on
Sunday, July 15th for the monthly get-together. Vernie and Deborah Pickhardt are our sponsors
for this event, and we owe them grattude for having recently rescued this long-standing
traditon from the dustbin of MSPS Squadron history.
A total of fourteen members atended the July breakfast soiree, which always starts at 0930.
D’s serves good, solid food at reasonable prices. The monthly get together gives all partcipants
a chance to engage in comradery, meet new members, and catch up with old friends.
If you have never partcipated, you’re missing a nice, relaxing tme with your Squadron mates.
The next iteraton of this event is scheduled for Sunday, August 21 st. If you are in town, and
have no plans, join the group! Vernie and Deborah send out an email in advance of the
breakfast asking who plans to atend so they can make reservatons at D’s. It is a highly popular
destnaton for breakfast on the weekends, and reservatons for large partes are a must.
Thanks to everyone who showed up for the July 15th event. Looking forward to seeing you at
the August breakfast!
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Day Boat Committe Gathering
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

A gathering of the MSPS Day Boat Activity
Committee met at Ed & Donnia Smith’s house to
discuss the progress of the day boat activities which
have already taken place and lessons learned for
future events.
The group also took the opportunity to celebrate
Terri Kondos’s recent retirement after 38 years
of service in the Department of Defense. Tom
Mertz, Bob & Jeanne Miller, Glen Kondos and his
mother, Trudee Kondos, joined Ed & Donnia Smith in
congratulating Terri on her retirement with a festive
cookout. Chef Boyardee, aka Ed Smith, donned all the
appropriate attire to look the part of a Michelin rated
chef serving up grilled burgers and dogs.

Photo by Trudee Kondos

Photo by Trudee Kondos

With an admiral now regularly aboard his vessel for
MSPS boat outings, Glen may finally be on his best
behavior.

Next General Meeting
06 September 2022
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220
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MSPS 2022 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
August
Aug 4-7- Cruise to Vinoy – Canceled
Aug 10- Lunch at Riverhouse Waterfront - Noon
August 17- Day Boaters to Shell Key gathering
August 21 - Munch Brunch
September
Sept 11-18 National Governing Board
September 12 – Ringling Tour & Lunch 11:30
September 18- Day Boaters to Ski-A-Rees
water ski show
September 22-25- Cruise to Longboat Key
September 30-October 2 District C&R-Twin
Dolphin Marina
October
October 7-8 District Conference
October 11- Day Boaters cruise to Mar Vista
Restaurant
October 15-16 Raft Up at the Cross.
October 18 – Tour and Lunch at Marie Selby
Gardens. Time TBD
October 27-6 Nov- Fall Getaway
October 27-29- Palm Harbour
October 29-31- Fisherman Village
October 31-November 3- Legacy Harbor
November 3-6- South Seas
November
November TBD- Day Boaters Piloting Skills
Event
November 14 – TBD Luncheon
December
December 1-4- Cruise to Marina Jack
December 3- Luncheon Downtown Sarasota
December 11- Holiday Party- Bradenton Yacht
Club

Cahoots Band
Happenings
August 2022
MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the
following shows coming up this month:
12 August
6 pm to 9 pm
Peridia Golf and Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E
Bradenton, Florida 34203
20 August
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243
Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows.
Get some squadron members and friends
together - come out and have some fun!
For additional information about these
and other activities, please visit the
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.
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Shell Key Preserve Cruise
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com
DATE: August 17
TIME: 1000
MEET: Bradenton Day Docks on the Manatee River
EVENT LEAD: Glen Kondos
A day boat activity featuring a caravan of boaters heading to the 1,800-acre Shell Key Preserve
public beach just south of Pass-A-Grille. Once at Shell Key, we will anchor or raft up together
and enjoy an afternoon on the beach.
We will begin our cruise down the Manatee River through Tampa Bay across Egmont Channel
to Bunces Pass Channel where we’ll reach our final destination. We will anchor at the southern
public use beach on Shell Key Preserve. We will be arriving during low tide, taking advantage of
the rising tide to make sure we don’t bottom out any of our boats. There are several specific
rules when visiting Shell Key Preserve to keep in mind:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Motor boats are restricted to idle speed in permitted areas only.
Dogs and alcohol are prohibited anywhere within the preserve boundaries.
Keep a safe distance from other boats that are already anchored.
Double Anchoring: Larger boats should use a bow and a stern anchor.

Additional information on Shell Key Preserve can be found on the following websites:
https://www.pinellascounty.org/park/managedlands/skp.htm
http://shellkey.org/navigating-a-boat-around-shell-key/
Help Print
Those interested in being “crew” for boats traveling to Shell Key Preserve will meet at the
Bradenton Day Dock. A GPRS file for chartplotters will be supplied to boaters to follow along on
the cruise.

Disclaimer: These
data areGlen
basedKondos
upon theatlatest
information available as of the date of your request, and may
QUESTIONS:
Contact
glen.kondos@gmail.com
differ from the published tide tables.
High/Low Tide Prediction Data Listing
Station Name: EGMONT KEY, TAMPA BAY, FL
Source: NOAA/NOS/CO-OPS
Action: Data Only
Prediction Type: Harmonic
Product: Tide Predictions
Datum: MLLW
Start Date & Time: 2022/8/17 12:00 AM
Height Units: Feet
End Date & Time: 2022/8/17 11:59 PM
Time Zone: LST/LDT
Date

Day

Time

Hgt

Time

Hgt

Time

Hgt

Time

Hgt

2022/08/17

Wed

03:59 AM

1.84 H

10:23 AM

0.47 L

4:42 PM

1.34 H

9:27 PM

0.89 L
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Breakfast Munch Brunch
D’s Breakfast and Burgers
			
Next Munch Bruch - 9:30am 21 August 2022

D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located on the historical Palmetto Main Street.
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.
The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron
friends in a relaxed atmosphere.
We haved moved to this location which is just off the Green
Bridge (8 Avenue) and is easy to get to from all directions.
The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes,
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those
wishing to spice up their morning.
See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be
disappointed.

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC) ?
The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve
voluntary compliance
with federal and state
recreational boating safety
laws regarding the carriage
of safety equipment on board
vessels. Ensure a safe boating
experience by having your vessel
inspected by one of our qualified examiners! These
are confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you
will receive the above decal to proudly display on
your vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail
& Power Squadron by contacting safe@manateesquadron.org
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D-22 Cruise & Rendezvous
September 30-Oct 2, 2022

Twin Dolphins Marina, Bradenton

GPS coordinates of 27° 29' 57.2244'' N and 82° 34' 19.0956'' W
Join fellow District members for this fun activity. We will have a toga party on Friday; a visit to the
Bishop Museum of Science and Nature; dinner at a local restaurant; a cookie contest in honor of
October 1st being National Home-made Cookie Day!
Dockage:

$3.25/ft plus electric & tax.
Please contact Susan Tokarz: SITokarz@aol.com (727) 244-7933 for reservations.

Hotel:

A block of 10 rooms has been reserved at the Springhill Suites Bradenton/Riverfront,
102 12th Street West (941) 226-2200
Room rate is $189.00 (+tax)

Individuals have to contact the hotel directly. Be sure to mention you are with the D-22 Cruise
& Rendezvous!!!!
Schedule (tentative)
Friday:

5:30 p.m. TOGA PARTY--- Covered Dish at Pool
Come dressed in your finest Toga!
Make your own head-piece.
There might even be prizes!
Home-made Cookie Contest

Saturday:

Morning on your own – swim, visit the museum, enjoy!
2:00 p.m. Lunch at a local restaurant.
Evening – Cocktails & Camaraderie!

Sunday:

Pastries by the pool – Bring your own coffee.

Safe trip home!
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Updated Plans For
The D22 Fall Conference 2022
Friday, 7 October:
Squadron/Member Donated Gift Raffle - $20.00 for 15 tickets

0830 – 1200 Registration Desk Open
0900 - 1015 Squadron Bridge Officer Meeting
1030 – 1145 Council Meeting
1200 – 1330 Lunch on your own
1400 – 1600 Roundtables

FREE Dinner/Dance –

Limited to 140 District 22 Members

1700 – Social
1800 – 50/50 & Gift Drawings
1830 – Dinner Served
1900 - 2100 - Live Music by Manatee Squadron Members
Reservations and deposit required
thru D22 website - usps.org/d22

Saturday, 8 October:
0800 - 1200 Registration Desk Open
0800 - 0900 Coffee and Danish
0900 - 1030 Roundtables
1045 - 1200 Town Hall Meeting
1215 – 1330 Lunch - speaker Hans Wilson, President of Marine Industries Assn
1345 – 1530 - District Conference Meeting
1600 – 1700 - After Conference Social
Hotel Info:
Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770
$109.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $179) – cutoff date 9/16
State you have the special “Power Squadron room block” or
give code PO1407 to receive the discounted rate – must make reservation directly
----------------Springhill Suites by Marriott – 941-347-4224
City view - $139.00 / Harbor view - $159.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $201)
breakfast included - cutoff date 9/16
Link to book your room online: Book your group rate for America's Boating Club
*Must mention United States Power Squadrons/America’ Boating Club
and book for at least 2 nights for these rates*
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District 22 - 2022 Fall Conference Roundtables
Friday, 7 October – 1400 - 1600
Education Update – D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN, San Carlos Bay Squadron, presenter
Our District Education Officer will discuss updates in America's Boating Club's Education Program. Hear about
the educational programs, changes in seminars, when new materials for courses will be available, etc.

Info Center – D/Lt/C Ron Jones, AP, Peace River Squadron, presenter
What’s in the Info Center for (or about) me? Where is it? How do I check it out? What about DB2000?

Managing an Effective Meeting - Cdr Connie Beckman, SN, St. Pete Squadron, presenter
Do you know how to run a meaningful and fun meeting? Connie Beckman will lead a discussion of Robert’s
Rules of Order, how to take minutes and how to add fun to your general meetings.

Membership Planning Panel Discussion – Lt/C Barry Rush, SN, Sarasota, moderator
A discussion on techniques to grow and retain membership into future leadership positions.

Saturday, 8 October – 0900 - 1030
Global Scavenger Hunt – P/C Douglas Townes, SN, St Pete Squadron, presenter
Use your cell phone GPS to answer questions about Lat/Lon coordinates. This will educate and test your
GPS skills. Use Lat/Lon coordinates with Google Maps to identify a location instead of a street address to
answer questions. There will be a prize! If you have not used Google maps with Lat/Lon, instructions for
iPhone and Android devices are available on the D22 web site (About Us/Announcements).

Keeping your boat exterior looking new – Travis Spier of Baybreeze Boatworks
No matter if your boat’s hull is wood, fiberglass, or aluminum, routine cleaning and maintenance will improve
performance and fuel economy and protect your investment in your boat. Stains, mildew, and algae are
common on boats, learn how best to care for your boat’s exterior.

Nautical Knots – Stf/C Dave Haddox, S, Anna Maria Squadron, presenter
A sampling of knots of use to mariners, including the handy one-handed bowline, which allows a person to
hang onto a line for support, while tying a bowline in it.

The USS Hornet, “The Grey Ghost” – D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN, San Carlos squadron, presenter
A virtual tour of the USS Hornet, a museum in Alameda, CA. Hear the history of this aircraft carrier nicknamed
“The Grey Ghost.” Hear about past from WWII Pacific missions thru recovery of the Apollo Moon capsules.

Saturday’s Lunch Speaker – 1230 – Hans Wilson, President
of Hans Wilson & Associates, a marine engineering and environmental consulting firm
Hans is also the President of the Marine Industries Association of Southwest Florida & Tampa Bay. which was
formed in 1973 and represents over 250 marine businesses along Florida’s West Coast. SWFMIA plays a role
in governmental and legislative matters, working to increase awareness of the economic impact of boating
through boat shows, web sites, social media and advertising. SWFMIA also sponsors the Go Boating Florida
website which offers a wealth of information to recreational boaters.

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station

Page 17

2022 Fall
Conference
Reservation Form
Friday, 7 October - FREE Dinner/Dance
Limited Free to first 140 District 22 Members – deposit required
1700 – Social 1800 – 50/50 & Gift Drawings 1830 – Dinner Served

Choice of:
Shrimp Scampi, Bourbon & Beef Tenderloin or Chicken Marsala
Choice will be plated and served with Caesar Salad, Loaded Potato Casserole, Green Beans,
Rolls & Butter, Ice Water and Ice Tea. Coffee on request.
Ice Cream Station with Hot Fudge, Caramel Sauce, Sprinkles, Whipped Cream & Cherries
To assure your intent to attend, we require payment of $40.00 at the time of
your reservation – all attendees will then receive a refund of their payment
AT the dinner. No refunds for non-attendees.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Saturday, 8 October – Luncheon – Lunch Served at 1215
Speaker – Hans Wilson, President of Marine Industries Assn of Southwest Florida
The Marine Industries Association plays an active role in governmental and legislative matters
throughout the region, working to increase awareness of the economic impact of boating. The Association
works to grow boating and promote member businesses to the boating public through boat shows, web sites,
social media and advertising.

Choice of:

Chicken Parmigiana or Beef Brisket - $30.00

Choice will be plated and served with House Salad, Roasted Potatoes, Peas, Carrots, Cut Corn,
Green Beans, Rolls & Butter, Water, Ice Tea and Fresh Oven Baked Cookies. Coffee on request.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

We ask that you use the new, easy way to register for the Conference
and Purchase your meals
Sign in to the D22 website — americasboatingclub-d22.org —
Members Only – Registration/Purchase then follow the instructions (need your credit card)
No Reservations or Cancellations after 26 September 2022, please.

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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District 22 Website
Conference Registrations and Meal Purchases
(7 June 2022, v2)
Slide 1: District 22 is encouraging its members
to use the D22 Website to electronically register
for D22 Conferences and purchasing meals for
selected events. This presentation guides our
members through the process.

Slide 2: The Conference Registration and Meal
Purchase process is created, coordinated,
maintained and managed by several key process
personnel. The D22 Bridge and Executive
Committee maintain overall oversight and
approve the process.

Slide 3: The Conference Registration and Meal
Purchase process was created to support D22
Conference activities. The actual meal menu
choices are customized for each event.

Slide 4: The D22 Website is continuously being
modified and improved to better support our
goals. Additionally, the electronic on-line
process is always being reviewed for future
expansion to support even more activities and
registration processes.

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station

Page 19

District 22 Website
Conference Registrations and Meal Purchases
(Continued)
Slide 5: This slide is a quick flow chart which
shows the general process. It is easy and fast!

Slide 6: The D22 Conference Registration and
Meal Purchase webpage is located in the access
restricted “Members Only” area on the website.
Log in using your squadron’s specific Username
and Password. Note: It is NOT your USPS
Membership E-Number and personal password.

Slide 7: After you have logged in as a Member,
go to the Members Only Tab and select the
Registration/Purchase submenu. Complete the
Registration first and then click Meal Purchase
button to be transferred to the Meal Purchase
website.

Slide 8: If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact anyone on the Key Process
Personnel slide. Use the D22 Website’s Bridge,
Webmaster or Contact Form to reach a member.
Or use the D22 Watch Year Directory to contact
a member using their phone number.
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America’s Boating Compass July 2022

Maintenance tips for cruising
To ensure a trouble-free boating season, follow these general maintenance tips for cruising:
Engine: At the end of the day, run the engine exhaust blowers for 20 to 45 minutes to remove
excess heat from the engine compartment. This helps prevent damage to your pricy engine room
equipment. Oil absorption pads placed under your engine and transmission can give you an early
indication of impending trouble by making oil leaks evident. They also make cleaning the engine
room easier.
Hoses: Squeeze hoses, feeling for soft, bulging or cracked spots. Check for corrosion on the
clamps. Many stainless steel clamps have inferior grade stainless screws, which will corrode. Use
all 316 stainless steel hose clamps. On double-clamped hoses, set clamps 180 degrees to each
other, facing in the opposite direction.
A/C system: Remove, clean or replace all filters monthly. Clean all drain pans monthly and check
for debris that might clog the drain line. Check sea strainers biweekly and clean as needed.
Note normal water flow, so you will notice if it changes. Back flush raw water lines annually by
manufacturer specifications. Add chlorine tablets to the seawater strainer and run the system to
destroy algae buildup in lines.
Electrical system: Check battery fluid once a week and add fluid as needed. Examine battery terminals monthly for tightness and corrosion. Check battery chargers weekly for proper operation.
Before each cruise, check all navigational lights. Check battery cells with a hydrometer or load
test them every six months.
Bilge system: Check the bilge daily for excess water and clean if oil is present. Every week, check
the bilge pump and float switch for proper operation. Wash the bilge annually.
Copyright © 2022 America’s Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America’s Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and
Boating Safety events.
Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while
offering more fun activities to our members.
Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our
members can participate in these fun activities.
Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for
this year at the level that is right for you.
Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25
Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your donation is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsor Roster
As of 6/15/2022

Admiral:
Agruso, Jim & Susan
Beverage, Larry & Yvonne
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Brown, Tom & Barbara
Cornell, Ed & Nadene
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kelly, Bob & Ginger
Kondos, Glen & Terri
Mertz, Tom & Jan
Nahama, Twila
Romersa, Tony & Linda
Spencer, Bill & Marty
Whelan, Chuck & Juliette

Commodore:
D’Alusio, John
Healy, Gayla & Brian

Captain:			
Seaman:			
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6/1/2022

MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____ Women’s:____
Send to:

Manateeshipstore@gmail.com

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Small – Extra Large $ 28.00

2XL and larger $30.50

Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Any size

$75.00

White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Any size

$35.00

White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with MSPS Burgee

$17.50

Burgees:
Small:

6”X9”

$20.00

Medium:

12”X18”

$38.00

Large:

16”X24”

$40.00
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

The Hazy Lazy Days of Summer
Gosh, we are all dealing with the hot, hot & humid days of summer. I speak for myself as well as
others that October-November can’t come soon enough!!! Praise the Lord for the AC!!!
A little news…Illene Tress is home recovering from knee surgery several weeks ago. Hope you
are back on your feet soon.
For the back to Fall meetings starting September 6th, snacks will be provided by:
Linda Romersa, S
Pat Capsavage, S
*** Volunteers for October, November, & December snacks are needed!!!
Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little
sunshine sent their way.

August Birthdays

Welcome New Members

Judi Hanzlik

Judi Hanzlik

Yvonne Beverage 02

Jack & Debbie Craig

Robert Goodrich 02
David Spiwak

02

Kathleen Presnail 04

They live in Bradenton, have a Monterey 290
named “Here & Now”

Dwayne Loggins 18
John Capsavage 27

They are interested in doing longer distance
trips to Keys and Bimini.
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Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing,
and other information.]
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This month’s “Parting Shot” is by Tom Brown

For more information about the Manatee Sail &
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org
or call us at 941-799-7370
Visit us on our
MSPS Facebook page:

The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail &
Power Squadron, a unit of the United
States Power Squadrons®.
We are
located in Manatee County, Florida.
Editor: Glen Kondos, P
Photos: by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos
The Helm Station is the official
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station
are those of the author of the article
and do not necessarily represent the
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or
USPS. All rights reserved.
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