
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron                   The Helm Station                             Page 1   

In this Edition:

The Helm Station

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons®

 ♦ Messages from our Commander and Bridge
 ♦ Squadron Events-Pictures and more

MSPS 25th Anniversary Party
Treasure Island Cruise
Proclamation for National Safe
     Boating Week
America’s Boating Class

 ♦ Squadron & Boating Calendar
 ♦ Upcoming MSPS Event Announcements
 ♦ District and National Event Announcements
 ♦ USPS Compass ”How -To” articles
 ♦ MSPS Club Information
 ♦ Sunshine & Birthdays
 ♦ Classifieds

MSPS Members Supporting National Safe Boating Week 

June
2022

United States Power Squadrons®
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron



Manatee Sail & Power Squadron                   The Helm Station                             Page 2   

Commander’s Message                

Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN                            cdr@manatee-squadron.org

It is already the sixth month of the year, June. June comes from the 
word Juno, the goddess of youth. Look in the mirror, you will see great 
images of yourself. You know that in a few weeks we start the summer 
months in the northern hemisphere and in the southern hemisphere it is 
the start of winter, and it is also the start of hurricane season. 

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron celebrated its 25th Anniversary at the 
Swordfish Grill in Cortez. I want to thank all of you for attending and a 

special thanks to Debra Hartwell for arranging this event, thank you. Kathy and I have been 
proud members of our club for almost 20 years, and it has been extremely rewarding for both 
of us. Let us not just celebrate the one day but we should make this anniversary an all-year 
event.

The Ad Hoc Committee on Reorganization has made progress, we have formed within our 
group Improvement Teams, which have contacted and are now working with each National 
Department and their committees. Our goal is to service our clubs by; simplifying, create 
better communications, have better and current educational programs, marketing, boating and 
social. 

At the last Town Hall meeting there were several Manatee members in attendance, thank you. 
If you did not get a chance to listen to attend the town hall here is the presentation. https://
fccdl.in/mbPSDbNeav. We are looking for help, once you listen to the presentation you will see 
you can volunteer by sending me what you might be interested in doing for this organization at 
mkgee@msn.com.

I and your Executive Committee want to thank all of you that continue volunteering your 
time to make our club the “Fun Squadron,” without you we would not exist. I ask all our 
members to consider volunteering your time, we need your help. Our nominating committee 
will be contacting you very soon and asking you what you would like to do for our club, please 
volunteer, it might not take as much of your time as you think, and you will find it rewarding. 
Please say YES!

In the past several months we have had members that have hurt themselves or become ill, 
take time to contact them, I am sure they would like to hear from you. 

Finally, our meetings will start back up in September but that does not mean our club will not 
be active during the summer months. We will still have socials; overnight boating and our day 
boating trips and contact Matt Braatz for any educational programs that you might want.

YHGLCDR, myles

https://fccdl.in/mbPSDbNeav
https://fccdl.in/mbPSDbNeav
mailto:mkgee@msn.com
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Executive Officer

Lt/C  Susan Agruso, AP                   xo@manatee-squadron.org

Happy June!

The Palmetto City Commission issued a proclamation for National Safe 
Boating Week at their meeting on Monday, May 23.  National Safe 
Boating Week was observed May 21-27, 2022, and serves as a remind-
er to boaters worldwide to follow safety guidelines and act responsibly 
on the water.
    

We are doing our part to promote safe boating.  The Squadron will offer another ABC class 
on June 18, 2022.  Contact Larry Beverage if interested.  Also, certified members of MSPS 
will conduct a Vessel Safety Check for your boat and others in your community.  Contact Ed 
VanStedum for more information.

District 22 has schedule this fall’s Cruise & Rendezvous for September 30 through October 
2 at the Twin Dolphin Marina in Bradenton.  The D22 Fall Conference will be held at the Char-
lotte Harbor Event and Conference Center on October 7 – 8, 2022.  Details for both events 
will be found in this issue of the Helm Station.  Hotel rooms and boat slips are going fast, so 
don’t delay in making your travel arrangements.  EXCOM would like to know who is going from 
MSPS, so if you are planning to participate in either event, please let me know.  You can email 
me or sign up at the next General Membership Meeting on June 7.  

Are you interested in environmental issues?  Want to join others to maintain the beauty of our 
waterways?  Would you like to have presentations about environmental topics at some MSPS 
meetings? MSPS does not have an Environmental Committee, and we would like to establish 
one.  Just need a few members to sign up to start one.  If interested, let me know.

Happening This Month:

• June 14 – Flag Day: The Second Continental Congress adopted the first U.S. flag on June 
14, 1777.

•  June 19 – Father’s Day:  This celebration of fathers was started by Sonora Smart Dodd 
and first celebrated on June 19, 1910

•  June 21 – Summer Solstice in the Northern Hemisphere: This is the first day of summer 
and the day of the year with the most number of daylight hours.
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The temperature is up and the humidity is above 70%.  I’d say we are 
well on our way to summer.  But fear not, we have several interesting 
activities scheduled for the next several months that will take your 
mind off the heat.
  
Before I go there, I want to thank Debra Hartwell for all her efforts 
towards making the Squadron’s 25th Anniversary a huge success. 

 
The remainder of May saw us participating in the Cruise to Treasure Island 19-22, however 
the Day Boaters cruise to the upper Manatee River had to be delayed due to covid suffered by 
the cruise leader’s wife. The T.I. cruise is covered later.

Upcoming events for June include our annual picnic at Anna Maria Island, scheduled for June 5 
and the Cruise to the Venice Yacht club, scheduled for June 9-12.  Thanks to Debra Hartwell 
for planning the first one and to Tom Mertz for arranging the Venice cruise. 
 
The raft up at the Cross in the Manatee River was canceled due to weather and is now 
rescheduled for June 18-19. See Don Hanzlik for details.

Due to lack of participation, we are canceling the cruise to Twin Dolphin, scheduled for JULY 
2-5.  The luncheon for July 3, associated with that cruise, has also been canceled.

We have recently learned that the Vinoy is no longer allowing boaters who visit their marina 
access to their pool.  This puts a significant damper on our planned cruises there, especially 
during the hot summer months, where a pool becomes almost a necessity.  So, for that reason, 
we are canceling the August cruise to the Vinoy.  Hopefully they will rethink this policy.

We talked before about restarting the Munch Brunch and in fact had established a May 22 
date for its rebirth.  Unfortunately, schedule conflicts and Father’s Day got in the way, and we 
had to push off the restart date until June - 26th.  So come on out and enjoy this event that 
has been so well received in the past.  Additional information is later in this publication.

One last thing I want to tell you about: Office Depot/Office Max discount cards for Squadron 
Member use expired on May 1.  They have elected to terminate this program and replace it 
with a new one.  However, there will be a brief period between the end of the old and the 
beginning of the new, where there is no discount.  National will let Squadrons know when the 
new program is launched. 

Administrative Officer

Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN                  ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN                              seo@manatee-squadron.org

Education Department            

Well another month has gone by and we are starting the Hurricane 
Season. We hope to have a seminar on Hurricane (and Weather) 
preparation soon. By the way, Larry Beverage held another ABC class 
on the 14th of May with 6 students. All passed. See Larry’s report in 
the Helm Station.

I had contacted the Bradenton Planetarium and asked about doing 
a Celestial Navigation presentation which they had done in the past. Unfortunately the 
person who did this is no longer working at the Planetarium. I had heard it was an excellent 
presentation.

A VSC Instructor Course was held in May. We will hold another one if people are interested. 
Please let me know. Is anyone interested in First Aid or CPR class?  Again let me know.

Our 25th Anniversary Lunch had a good turn out, and it was nice to see a number of Squadron 
people that I had not seen for some time. Thanks to Debra Hartwell who set it up.

A personal thanks to all of those who contribute each month to the Squadron. To list their 
individual names would fill up the rest of the page.

Enjoy June and think education. One is never too old or too young to learn something new. 
Enjoy the Boating Season.

Matt Braatz
Education Officer
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The bank balance for both checking and money market are $15233.55 
at the end of April. This balances with the bank and all bills are paid.

This is an increase of $531.51 from last month. This is due to a rather 
large ABC Class and a contribution from District 22 based on the 
participation of some of our members attending a cruise after the 
national convention.

Sue Highfill was able to attend the Anniversary party and hopes to reopen the ships store at 
the June meeting. There may be some deals, so check it out.

Thank you to the members using Amazon Smile. And to those of you members that aren’t 
using Amazon Smile – I hope you are using Amazon Smile for another deserving charity. If you 
desire help to set it up – let me know, I’d be glad to help.

Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom

This one is really appropriate for a boating club. 

Before my surgery, the anesthesiologist offered to knock me out with gas or a boat paddle….. 
It was an ether / oar situation. (I know it’s bad, but we are a boating club)

Sign on the back of a cattle trailer – Caution, Floor covered in political promises!

I saw this guy today at Starbucks. No I phone, no tablet, no laptop.

He just sat there drinking coffee, like a psychopath!

Treasurer Report

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP                                tres@manatee-squadron.org
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MSPS 25th Anniversary Party
Story by Debra Hartwell, debra.hartwell@gmail.com

Happy 25th Anniversary!
  
On Sunday, May 15 we enjoyed lunch at the 
Swordfish Grill with 42 members and guests.  
Cool breezes, great food, and excellent 
service created a great way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon. 

Anniversary cake topped off the 25-year 
celebration.
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Treasure Island Cruise
by Chuck Whelan, charles.whelan@gmail.com

Three boats made the cruise to Treasure Island 19-22 
May: Beverages Aboard, captained by Larry Beverage, 
Gypsies in the Palace, captained by Myles Gee, and 1st 
Choice, captained by Chuck Whelan.  The first day out 
the winds were 2MPH, which made for a flat Tampa 
Bay, flatter than I have ever seen it.  

Upon arrival the captains settled into the normal 
routine of boat washing and a docking beer to 
celebrate a safe arrival.  Despite all the bad weather 
predictions, the only rain experience was an hour on 
Friday morning between breakfast and the scheduled 
WOD (Weather Observations and Discussions). It was 
a good thing that the WOD met every day, as weather 
predictions varied by the hour and because of the 
WOD we were never taken by surprise by the incoming 
clouds. The group of boaters enjoyed a relaxing dinner 
at the Club the first night of arrival. 
 
The next day, Friday, found the early risers enjoying 
a good cup of coffee poolside along with the resident 
ducks that provided much enjoyment frolicking in the 
Olympic sized pool. Friday afternoon was a time for 
relaxing in the pool before dinner at the local favorite 
Italian restaurant, Caruso’s. If you ever find yourself 
at Treasure Island, be sure to check this restaurant 
out. Saturday came with cloudy skies but no rain, and 
thanks to the WOD we were prepared for the day 
ahead.

After a tough day seeking the sun, amidst the clouds, 
and floating in the pool, the group proceeded to 
Capt. Bill’s Oyster House, where numerous oysters 
were consumed.  Many thanks to Sandy and Matt 
Braatz who joined us by Land Cruiser on Friday and 
Saturday and provided welcomed transportation to 
the respective restaurants. 
 
As calm as it was on Thursday cruising to the T.I., we 
paid for it on the Sunday return trip.  Winds were 
from the S.E. at 11 MPH, but it felt much stronger 
crossing Tampa Bay. All cruisers arrived back in port 
safe and sound, which is the ultimate objective.  

Photos by Larry Beverage

mailto:charles.whelan@gmail.com
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Proclamation for National Safe Boating Week
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

On 23 May, a contingent of the Manatee Sail 
and Power Squadron converged at Palmetto 
City Hall to accept a proclamation from the 
city to recognize MSPS for their endeavors 
supporting National Safe Boating Week. Mayor 
Shirley Bryant presented the proclamation to 
the MSPS who all donned their PFDs during the 
presentation.

Cdr Gee spoke to the Palmetto City Council 
expressing the club’s appreciation for the 
regcognition. In attendance for MSPS were 
Myles and Kathy Gee, Susan Agruso, Matt 
Braatz, Larry Beverage, and Glen Kondos. 
MSPS last received the same recognition in 
2016.

mailto:glen.kondos@gmail.com
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America’s Boating Course
by Larry Beverage, abc@manatee-squadron.org

Commander Gee kicked off the third Americas Boating Course offered by MSPS in 2022. Six 
students participated. The class included two couples in the process of shopping for a boat, and 
a newly transferred member from North Carolina and his son, members of Freedom Boat Club, 
actively taking advantage of their membership. All six students did very well on the exam. 

It takes a crew to make this class happen. Please express your gratitude to our instructors 
for all the time and effort they put into preparing and presenting this class. Instructors for 
May 14 included Bob Kelly, Bill Spencer, Myles Gee, George Nartsissov, John Walsh, and 
Matt Braatz. Cdr Gee keeps a watchful eye on relevant changes to the boating class with aid 
from Bill Spencer who helps updating the Power Point. Myles makes sure the instructors have 
the correct slides and spends the full day of class ensuring the technical part works perfectly 
and teaches. Chuck Whelan handles registration, and Kathy Gee bakes delicious cookies. Don 
Hanzlik arranges to have our classes advertised in local papers. My job is to get the word out 
through social media, registration, payment, food, and logistical coordination on the day of class. 
It takes a lot of time and work prior to and on the day of class. I hope 
you get a good appreciation for what this group does, and that you will 
help us get the word out to the public when we have future classes. 

We also invite you to join us, even in a small way, to offer future classes. 

The next scheduled class is June 18 at the Elks. Our members are our 
best source of recruiting students and prospective members, so please 
do what you can to spread the word.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

Photo by Elks Club member

mailto:abc@manatee-squadron.org
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MSPS 2022 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

June
June 5- Picnic at Anna Maria
June 5 -Day Boaters to Picnic
June 9-12- Cruise to Venice Yacht Club
June 18 - ABC Class
June 18-19 Raft Up at the Cross - Rescheduled
June 26 Munch Brunch

July
July 2-5- Cruise to Twin Dolphin - Cancelled
July 3- Lunch Downtown Bradenton -  Cancelled
July 12- Day Boaters to Egmont Key 

August
Aug 4-7- Cruise to Vinoy- Cancelled
August 17- Day Boaters to Shell Key  

September
Sept 5-11 National Governing Board
September 18- Day Boaters to Ski-A-Rees 
water ski show 
September 22-25- Cruise to Longboat Key
September 30-October 2 District C&R

October
October 7-8 District Conference
October 11- Day Boaters cruise to Mar Vista 
Restaurant 
October 27-6 Nov- Fall Getaway
     October 27-29- Palm Harbour
     October 29-31- Fisherman Village
     October 31-November 3- Legacy Harbor
     November 3-7- South Seas

November
November TBD- Day Boaters Piloting Skills 
Event 

December
December 1-4- Cruise to Marina Jack
December 3- Luncheon Downtown Sarasota
December 11- Holiday Party- Bradenton Yacht 
Club. 

Cahoots Band 
Happenings

June 2022

MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the 
following shows coming up this month:

17 June
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243

24 June
7 pm to 10 pm
3 Keys Brewery
2505 Manatee Avenue East
Bradenton, Florida 34208

Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows .
Get some squadron members and friends 
together -  come out and have some fun!

For additional information about these 
and other activities, please visit the 
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.

http://www.cahootsmusic.com/shows
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Anna Maria Pavilion Picnic: 
Sunday, June 5, 2022
11:00 am 
Bayfront Park, Anna Maria Bayfront
Address: 316 North Bay Boulevard, Anna Maria, FL, 34217

Location: Located at the North-East corner of the island in view of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
and Egmont Key; near the Anna Maria City Pier. We have used this pavillion  before.

Amenities: The pavilion includes 11 picnic tables and seats approximately 88 people.

This event is for MSPS members, we will have barbeque delivered.
$5.00 per person, the Squadron will take care of our meal, please bring your own beverages, 
chairs, towels, etc. 

You can sign up by sending your $5.00 per person to:
Debra Hartwell
4729 Mainsail Drive
Bradenton, FL. 34208

Venice Yacht Club C & R
June 9 through 12, 2022

For details, contact Tom Mertz – 239-478- 8157 voice or text, tommertzusps@gmail.com
We have reservations for 6 boats, and as of May 17, we have room for only 1 more boat.

Thursday June 9 Arrive at your leisure
Enjoy the pool, beach, walk around town or quiet time on your own

   6 pm heavy hors-d’oeuvres
   7 pm L C R – bring your quarters

Friday  June 10 WAG
   11:30 Lunch at Crow’s Nest

Enjoy the pool, beach, walk around town or quiet time on your own
6 pm light hors-d’oeuvres

   
Saturday June 10 WAG
   Morning: Farmer’s Market and explore downtown.
   Afternoon: enjoy the pool, beach, or quiet time on your own.
   6 pm Dinner at Made in Italy.

Sunday June 11 Departure at your leisure.   

mailto:tommertzusps@gmail.com
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Egmont Key Boat/Beach Party – July 12
By John D’Alusio

Day boaters rejoice!  This party is for you (as well as any overnight cruisers who want a day of 
sun and fun with the smaller boats).  Weather permitting, this event will take place on Tuesday, 
July 12th. 

Egmont Key is the sentinel island astride the entrance to Tampa Bay.  Accessible only by boat, 
Egmont Key has a unique natural and cultural history, including a lighthouse that has stood since 
1858. 

During the 1800’s, the island served as a camp for captured Seminoles at the end of the Third 
Seminole War in 1858.  Later it was occupied by the Union Navy during the Civil War. In 1898, 
as the Spanish-American War threatened, Fort Dade was built on the western side of the 
island, replete with heavy artillery, to discourage a seaborne raid on Tampa by the Spanish 
“Flying Squadron” warships based in Havana, Cuba.  Fort Dade remained active until 1923. 

For those who want to proceed together out to Egmont Key from the Manatee River, we plan 
to rendezvous at the Bradenton Riverwalk day dock on the south side of the river between the 
Green Bridge and DeSoto Bridge at 1000 on July 12.  MSPS members who want to participate, 
but do not own boats, can meet the group here and be transported out to the Key, and back to 
the day dock afterward. It is best to make plans in advance on a boat-by-boat basis so you have 
a prearranged slot on a specific vessel for those seeking passage out to Egmont, and back.   Any 
non-boat owning member interested can contact me and let me know their desire to participate.   

We will be heading to the sandy beach on southeastern end of Egmont Key.  Although Egmont 
Key is visible from the mainland, Anna Maria Island, Ft. DeSoto, etc. you can use Latitude: 
27.72397320 Longitude: -82.68014480 coordinates in your GPS to make your way there.  The 
Pilot Boat buildings and dock are located on the eastern (bay) side of the island.  To port of 
the Pilot Dock on the southeast side of the island is a stretch of approximately 500 yards of 
beautiful, sandy beach with water shallow enough to allow anchoring (with good holding) in 3’-5’ 
of water.  This is the area where the MSPS boats will rendezvous at approximately 1100 hours 
on July 12th.  You can raft up, or anchor individually, as there will be plenty of room (unlike 
the weekends where it is beyond crowded with boats and swimmers). Bring your lunch, snacks, 
preferred drinks, and prepare to relax in a beautiful location with your fellow MSPS members. 
We anticipate spending three hours at the island, and then heading back around 1400.    

Due to the relatively remote nature of Egmont Key, there is no drinking water on the island and 
there are no stores. Therefore, you must bring everything you need (water, food, sunscreen, 
etc.) when you visit. Thousands of shorebirds nest on the island each year. The south end of the 
island is a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Refuge and access is prohibited. Due to the sensitive nature of 
this island, pets are not allowed on any portion of Egmont Key.

There will be a sign-up sheet at the MSPS monthly meeting starting in May.  If you have any 
questions, email jdalusio@gmail.com, call (941-209-8873), or see me at the monthly MSPS 
meetings.

mailto:jdalusio@gmail.com
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Shell Key Preserve Cruise
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

DATE: August 17
TIME:  1000
MEET: Bradenton Day Docks on the Manatee River  
EVENT LEAD: Glen Kondos

A day boat activity featuring a caravan of boaters heading to the 1,800-acre Shell Key Preserve 
public beach just south of Pass-A-Grille. Once at Shell Key, we will anchor or raft up together 
and enjoy an afternoon on the beach.

We will begin our cruise down the Manatee River through Tampa Bay across Egmont Channel 
to Bunces Pass Channel where we’ll reach our final destination. We will anchor at the southern 
public use beach on Shell Key Preserve. We will be arriving during low tide, taking advantage of 
the rising tide to make sure we don’t bottom out any of our boats. There are several specific 
rules when visiting Shell Key Preserve to keep in mind:

1. Motor boats are restricted to idle speed in permitted areas only.
2. Dogs and alcohol are prohibited anywhere within the preserve boundaries.
3. Keep a safe distance from other boats that are already anchored.
4. Double Anchoring: Larger boats should use a bow and a stern anchor.

Additional information on Shell Key Preserve can be found on the following websites:

https://www.pinellascounty.org/park/managedlands/skp.htm
http://shellkey.org/navigating-a-boat-around-shell-key/

Those interested in being “crew” for boats traveling to Shell Key Preserve will meet at the 
Bradenton Day Dock. A GPRS file for chartplotters will be supplied to boaters to follow along on 
the cruise. A sign-up sheet will be available at the June General Meeting.

QUESTIONS: Contact Glen Kondos at glen.kondos@gmail.com

Station Name: EGMONT KEY, TAMPA BAY, FL
Action: Data Only

Product: Tide Predictions
Start Date & Time: 2022/8/17 12:00 AM
End Date & Time: 2022/8/17 11:59 PM

 

Source: NOAA/NOS/CO-OPS
Prediction Type: Harmonic

Datum: MLLW
Height Units: Feet

Time Zone: LST/LDT
 

Help     Print  

 
 
 

Disclaimer: These data are based upon the latest information available as of the date of your request, and may
differ from the published tide tables.

High/Low Tide Prediction Data Listing

Date Day Time Hgt Time Hgt Time Hgt Time Hgt

2022/08/17 Wed 03:59 AM 1.84 H 10:23 AM 0.47 L 4:42 PM 1.34 H 9:27 PM 0.89 L

https://www.pinellascounty.org/park/managedlands/skp.htm
http://shellkey.org/navigating-a-boat-around-shell-key/ 
mailto:glen.kondos@gmail.com
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D’s Breakfast and Burgers

 
D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located on the historical Palmetto Main Street. 
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.

The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron 
friends in a relaxed atmosphere.

We haved moved to this location which is just off the Green 
Bridge (8 Avenue) and is easy to get to from all directions. 
The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes, 
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those 
wishing to spice up their morning.

See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be 
disappointed.

Breakfast Munch BrunchBreakfast Munch Brunch

Next Munch Bruch - 9:30am 26 June 2022
This month we will meet on the 4th Sunday, June 26th, due to Father’s day on the 19th.

May General Meeting
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AMERICAS BOATING COURSE

Did you know that anyone born on or after January 1, 1988, must have a

Boating Safety Education ID Card to legally operate a boat in Florida?

The “Americaʼs Boating Course” is being offered by the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron (A unit of
the United States Power Squadrons/Americas Boating Club) on Saturday, June 18, 2022. The course 
meets the State of Florida boating safety certificate requirement, is approved by the U.S. Coast Guard,
and is designed for anyone who either owns or operates a boat or may be a passenger in a boat.

Experienced mariners will teach you what you need to safely operate a boat. We will explain the laws, 
describe required equipment, and teach you the basics about navigation aids, VHF radios, anchoring, 
docking, and much more.

The one-day class will be offered and open to the public on:

Saturday, June 18, 2022
Check in 7:45 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Class 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Registration deadline June 14, 2022
Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221
Payment deadline June 14, 2022, $50 single attendance or $70 for a couple (same family sharing 
one book) lunch included.

Register online at:  https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getregformx.cgi?C-19992 or contact
Larry Beverage (941-518-3071) or email (LYB204@gmail.com).

To learn more about our organization, please see our website at www.manatee-squadron.org .

MSPS offers free Vessel Safety Examinations. Schedule your 2022 inspection today.

Register online at:  https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getregformx.
cgi?C-19992 or contact Larry Beverage (941-518-3071) or email (LYB204@gmail.com).

To learn more about our organization, please see our website at www.manatee-squadron.org.

MSPS offers free Vessel Safety Examinations. Schedule your 2022 inspection today.
      

https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getregformx.cgi?C-19992
https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getregformx.cgi?C-19992
mailto:LYB204@gmail.com
http://www.manatee-squadron.org
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D-22 Cruise & Rendezvous 
September 30-Oct 2, 2022

Twin Dolphins Marina, Bradenton
GPS coordinates of 27° 29' 57.2244'' N and 82° 34' 19.0956'' W

Join fellow District members in this fun activity.  We will have a toga party on Friday; a visit to 
the Bishop Museum of Science and Nature; dinner at a local restaurant; a cookie contest in 
honor of October 1st being National Home-made Cookie Day!

Dockage: $3.25/ft plus electric & tax.
Please contact Susan Tokarz:  SITokarz@aol.com (727) 244-7933 for 

reservations.

Hotel: A block of 10 rooms has been reserved at the Springhill Suites 
Bradenton/Riverfront, 

102 12th Street West (941) 226-2200
Room rate is $189.00 (+tax)

Individuals need to make their own room reservations. 

Schedule (Tentative)

Friday: 5:30 p.m.  TOGA PARTY--- Covered Dish at Pool
   Come dressed in your finest Toga!  

Make your own head-piece.  
There might even be prizes!
Home-made Cookie Contest 

Saturday:   Activities TBA (will include lounging at pool-side; visiting the museum; dinner 
at ???)

Sunday: Pastries by the pool – Bring your own coffee.

Safe trip home!!!
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Check Out The Latest Plans For 

The 2022 Fall Conference

Friday, 7 October:                                                        

Squadron/Member Donated Gift Raffle - $20.00 for 15 tickets 

0830 – 1200 Registration Desk Open
  0900 - 1015 Squadron Bridge Officer Meeting        1030 – 1145 Council Meeting   
  1200 – 1330 Lunch on your own                 1400 – 1600 Roundtables          

FREE Dinner/Dance     Limited to 140 District 22 members

1700 – Social     1800 – 50/50 & Gift Drawing     1830 – Dinner Served

     1900 - 2100 - Live Music by Manatee Squadron Members 

Reservations will be required – watch for details

 Saturday, 8 October:

 0800 Registration Desk Open 0800-0900 Coffee and Danish
 0900-1030 Four Fun Roundtables         1045-1200 Town Hall Meeting

 1215 – 1330  Lunch with Speaker
                 1345             District Conference Meeting

      1600-1700    After Conference Social

 Hotel Info:  
Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770

$109.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $179) – cutoff date 9/16

                       State you have the special “Power Squadron room block” or
        give code PO1407 to receive the discounted rate – must make reservation directly

                                 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Springhill Suites by Marriott – 941-347-4224

City view - $139.00 / Harbor view - $159.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $201) 

 breakfast included - cutoff date 9/16

Link to book your room online: Book your group rate for America's Boating Club

*Must mention United States Power Squadrons/America’ Boating Club

 and book for at least 2 nights for these rates*             
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America’s Boating Compass May 2022

Boat Engine Maintenance
Learn how to perform routine boat engine maintenance to keep your boat cruising through boating season and 
beyond.

Clean fuel

Dirty fuel causes the majority of marine diesel problems. To ensure clean fuel, take the following precautions:

• Adequately filter everything that goes into the tank. If you are adding fuel from dubious sources, use a Baja 
filter or water-separating fuel filter funnel.

• Take one or more fuel samples from the base of all fuel tanks at least once a year to remove any sediment 
and water, or employ a commercial fuel-polishing service.

• Change the primary fuel filter at the specified intervals, and clean the tank if the filter is dirty.
• Change the secondary filter at the specified intervals. If the filter is dirty, clean the primary filter and the 

tank, and check the filter screen in the lift pump.

Boat engine maintenance

• Change the air filter at the prescribed intervals. (Many small diesels don’t have air filters.)
• Periodically tighten the alternator belt. It should depress no more than one-half inch at the center of the 

longest belt run under moderate finger pressure.
• Check the heat exchanger for a sacrificial zinc anode. (Many modern diesels don’t have zinc anodes.) If pres-

ent, inspect it monthly until the rate of zinc loss is established. Replace the anode when it is no more than 
half gone.

 Copyright © 2022 America’s Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America’s Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program

Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and 
Boating Safety events.

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while 
offering more fun activities to our members.

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our 
members can participate in these fun activities.

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for 
this year at the level that is right for you.

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25

Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our 
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your dona-
tion is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the 
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsor Roster

As of 5/15/2022

 Admiral:         $25.00 per person
Agruso, Jim & Susan 
Beverage, Larry & Yvonne
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Brown, Tom & Barbara
Cornell, Ed & Nadene
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kelly, Bob & Ginger
Kondos, Glen & Terri
Mertz, Tom & Jan
Nahama, Twila
Romersa, Tony & Linda
Spencer, Bill & Marty
Whelan, Chuck & Juliette

 Commodore:     $20.00 per person
D’Alusio, John
Healy, Gayla & Brian

 Captain:   $15.00 per person

 Seaman:   $10.00 per person
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6/1/2022

MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____  Women’s:____

Send to: Manateeshipstore@gmail.com

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Small – Extra Large $ 28.00 2XL and larger $30.50 Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray: S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts:  America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $75.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve

Any size $35.00 White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with  MSPS Burgee $17.50

Burgees:

Small: 6”X9” $20.00

Medium: 12”X18” $38.00

Large: 16”X24” $40.00
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An FYI to those who are fisherman in the Squadron

Our SEO, Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN, would like to bring to our attention the following notice posted 
by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Even though this is not in our area, make sure that you know the regulations in Florida both as 
to what can be caught and the open/closed (seasons) dates of the various fish. Don’t get caught, 
or it could be an expensive fine.
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

The Beginnings of Summer!
 

P/C Richy Evers, AP recently passed away on May 10, 2022 from a long battle with cancer. He 
was a New York Fireman involved with the 9-11 disaster. He retired in Florida and was Past 
Commander from 2006-2007.  He was a wonderful, fun loving guy who will be greatly missed by 
“TONS “of friends. Those of you who remember, please keep Denise, his wife, in your prayers.

P/Lt/C Mike Stewart, SN continues with physical and occupational therapy. Hoping you are 
getting stronger and are back on your feet soon.
 
For the June 7th meeting, snacks will be provided by:  Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN
                                                                                      Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN
                                                                                      P/C Matt Braatz, AP
              Lt Larry Beverage, SN
                                                                                      Syd Xinos, S
              Vernie PickHardt, S

For the September 6th meeting, snacks will be provided by:  Linda Romersa, S
                                                                                               Pat Capsavage, S

There are no meetings for July & August.

Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little 
sunshine sent their way.

June Birthdays
Judi Hanzlik

Verne Walsh    02
Bill Dearstyne  10
Bob Miller        15
Randy Geeslin  17

mailto:mwspencer25@gmail.com
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Advertise!

advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our 
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad 
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.

Support our Advertisers—They support us!

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, 
and other information.]

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year. 

Needed items include: 

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed 
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters   

We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place 
in your heart this month for these needy veterans. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING

The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve 
voluntary compliance
with federal and state 
recreational boating safety 
laws regarding the carriage 
of safety equipment on board 
vessels. Ensure a safe boating 
experience by having your vessel 
inspected by one of our qualified examiners! These 
are confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you 
will receive the above decal to proudly display on 
your vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail 
& Power Squadron by contacting safe@manatee-
squadron.org

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC) ?

mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
mailto:safe@manatee-squadron.org
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Next General Meeting
07 June 2022

At 1900
Palmetto Elks

4611 4th Avenue E 
Palmetto, Florida 34220

The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org

A publication of the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, a unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons®.  We are 
located in Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:  Glen Kondos, P
Photos:  by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos

The Helm Station is the official 
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.  
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station  
are those of the author of the article 
and do not necessarily represent the 
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or 
USPS.  All rights reserved.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

For more information about the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org

or call us at 941-799-7370

Visit us on our 
MSPS Facebook page:

http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
http://www.manatee-squadron.org 
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-Sail-Power-Squadron-366053066763599
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