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Commander’s Message
Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy,
Here we are in May already, it is less than thirty days before the start
of hurricane season, make sure you protect your homes and boats, be
initiative-taking. It is time we have the Hurricane Team present the
Hurricane seminar, don’t you? Let us plan to do this at our June meeting.
The District Conference is over, and Manatee had good attendance both at Saturday’s
roundtables, the afternoon meeting, and the Change of Watch. The district lost a great
leader as our own member Cliff Schmidt became a Past District Commander following in the
footprints of our other P/D/C’s. But we have another Manatee member Matt Braatz that
was installed as the District Executive Officer, Matt will be in line to be the fourth District
Commander from Manatee. Congratulate both Cliff and Matt.
We have an all-important day coming up on Sunday May 15 at Swordfish Grille in Cortez, this
celebration will be Manatee’s 25th Anniversary, please come out and celebrate with your
friends.
Last month I mentioned that there is a group of us directed by the National Board of
Directors to reorganize America’s Boating Club/United States Power Squadrons, this has been
and will be a huge undertaking, but in the end the committee will make us stand out in the
boating community, this is all about the members and our clubs. There has been one town hall
meeting and another town hall on Wednesday May 4, 8pm EDST. You will be getting a notice
for this meeting and how to sign into Free Conference Call. If you want to hear the last town
hall meeting, about 27 minutes long this is the link. https://uspowersquadrons.sharefile.com/d-s67894c
42b1164d01ad1ccda57e2c07db
Thanks to all of you, our members that support our squadron/club, you are the best! Be safe
out there and always wear your life preserver.
YHGLCDR myles gee

Come join us for the
MSPS 25th Anniversary
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Executive Officer
Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

Hello everyone.
As the weather turns warmer, more and more boaters will venture away
from shore. We want everyone to have a wonderful time and to return
home safely. National Safe Boating Week serves as a reminder to
boaters worldwide to follow safety guidelines and act responsibly on the
water. National Safe Boating Week is May 21-27, 2022.
Do your part to spread the word about safe boating. Remind everyone you know to follow
these safety tips from the National Safe Boating Council:
•

Wear your life jacket.

•

Take a boating safety class.

•

Carry all required safety gear.

•

Use your engine cut-off device.

•

File a float plan.

•

Be aware of weather and water conditions.

•

Boat sober, and be considerate of others.

Are you interested in environmental issues? Want to join others to maintain the beauty of our
waterways? Would you like to have presentations about environmental topics at some MSPS
meetings? MSPS does not have an Environmental Committee, and we would like to establish
one. Just need a few members to sign up to start one. If interested, let me know.
Happening This Month:
• May 8 - Mother’s Day: Anna Jarvis started the Mother’s Day celebration as a religious
service in 1907.
• May 30 – Memorial Day: This is a day of remembrance in honor of those who died while
serving in the U.S. military
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Administrative Officer
Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Hi Folks. Hope you all had a great Easter Holiday and enjoyed all the
festivities that go along with this important time of year. As for us,
after Easter Services, we enjoyed a great breakfast to start off the
day at the Admiral’s favorite place, First Watch. We then enjoyed a
late dinner with all the fixings and a couple of our best cocktails. We
hope you had as great a day as we did.
We are charging ahead with the boating season, after all that’s what the Power Squadron is
all about. In addition to all the scheduled boating safety classes, we have a varied social and
civic activities scheduled for the rest of the year. Stay tuned to the Helm Station which
has all these activities in our consolidated list of Squadron events.
In my last two articles in the Helm Station, I encouraged you to participate in our carefully
planned activities. Well, if you missed the last one, The Loaded Cannon Distillery, you
missed a really good one. Thanks to Debra Hartwell for setting this up and to our own John
D’Alusio for conducting a very informative tour of the facility. More coverage later. Read
it carefully and see all the fun that was had. Stay tuned for some more exciting adventures
being planned by Debra.
A big thanks to Larry Beverage as port captain for the Twin Dolphin Marina overnight stay
and Don Hanzlik leading our raft up event at the cross on Manatee River.
Of special interest is the 25th Anniversary Party for the MSPS, scheduled for May 15th at
the Swordfish Grill. Let’s all come out and wish ourselves Happy Anniversary. Debra, once
again, has worked very hard in making this special occasion a success. As a reminder, day
boaters can dock there if you want to go by water. Hope to see everyone there.
Hooray! We finally have a volunteer, or should I say volunteers, to chair the Sunday
Munch Brunch. Vern and Deborah Pickhart , recent members to the Squadron, heard our
desperate call for help to spearhead this monthly event. It will resume on May 21 at D’s
Breakfast & Burgers, 10th Ave W. Palmetto. The Pickharts will have a reminder out in May
with more specifics and an opportunity to sign up for those interested. Thank you to Vern
and Deborah for taking this on.
Set your sights on our June 5 Squadron Picnic on Ana Maria Island. Something new this
year is that we will have it catered with the Squadron picking up most of the costs. More to
follow in May.
Everyone, have a great Month of May.
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Education Department
Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Greetings from the Educational Officer. We had a ABC class on the
9th of April with 12 students. All passed. Thanks to Larry Beverage
and his crew of instructors and technical support and words about
MSPS by Commander (Myles Gee). One student signed up for a VSC
and to do the jump start program. Next ABC class will be in May.
Myles is finishing up a boat Handling Seminar the end of April with 5
students. Thanks to Myles for teaching the class.
At the last General Meeting we had 4 people signed up to become Vessel Safety inspectors
with the class the first part of May. If you missed Myles’ presentation before the General
Membership meeting in April on using the National Web Site to get information then you
missed an opportunity to be brought up to speed since DB2000 is being phased out. There are
many educational courses available and if you are interested please contact me. We still plan
to do some mini seminars before the General Meetings. Stay tuned.
May is National Safe Boating Month. Think safety and have a great boating month.
Matt
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Treasurer Report
Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

tres@manatee-squadron.org

The bank balance for both checking and money market is $14692.04. at
the end of March. This balances with the bank and all bills are paid.
This is a slight decrease of $89.18 from last month. The month of April
looks promising because of a large ABC Class for which the expenses
were mostly already covered.
I want to thank Vern Walsh and Jim Agruso for their donations of
winnings from the poker run and the March 50/50.
Thank you to the members using Amazon Smile. And to those of you members that aren’t
using Amazon Smile – I hope you are using Amazon Smile for another deserving charity. If you
desire help to set it up – let me know, I’d be glad to help.
Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom
I’m taking care of my procrastination issues; just you wait and see!
The nurse informed the Doctor that there was a man in the waiting room that thinks he’s
invisible. What should I tell him? The doctor said, tell him I can’t see him today.
Astronomers got tired of watching the moon go around the earth for 24 hours, so they called
it a day.
The Morse Code: when you rearrange the letters: Here come the dots
Slot machines: when you rearrange the letters: Cash lost in me
Snooze alarm: when you rearrange the letters: Alas! No more Z’s
Dormitory: when you rearrange the letters: Dirty room
Astronomer: when you rearrange the letters: Moon Starer
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D22 Spring Conference
Story by Larry Beverage, LYB204@gmail.com
Photos Garry Stubbs, D22 Photographer

The spring District 22 conference took place on
April 1 & 2 at the Punta Gorda Conference center.
Manatee was well represented by 11 members for
the round tables and meeting and 8 at the Change of
Watch Dinner. The Change of Watch was significant
to Manatee as Cliff Schmidt completed his role as
District Commander and Matt Braatz was sworn in
as the District Executive officer.
Squadron Officer and District Council meetings
were conducted on Friday. Round tables, Member
Lunch and District Conference meeting occurred on 
Saturday.
Manatee members attended all the roundtables.
I know I learned a lot in the session I attended,
and others offered favorable comments about the
sessions they attended.
There was considerable discussion at the morning
Town Hall Meeting about the Americas Club
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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D22 Spring ConferenceCont.
reorganization. Information about this
process was presented byV/C David Allen,
SN in the Chief Commanders message. Keep
an eye out for information and reorganization
presentations so you will have all the
information about what’s in the future.
Manatee earned four awards which were
presented at the District Meeting. The
Education Fund Honor Roll Award, Distinctive
Performance for Publications in 2021, The
Distinctive Performance for Websites in 2021
and the Fort Myers and Peace River Publication
Award. A tribute to both our Website Staff
that continues to keep us current on the web,
and the Helm Station Staff and all those of
you who write articles and submit to the Helm
Editor. Thank you to our editors for all their
hard work.
Everyone had a great time. The Fall
Conference is scheduled for October 7 & 8,
2022. Mark your calendars.
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Loaded Cannon Distillery Tour
by John D’Alusio, sec@manatee-squadron.org

Do you know the meaning of the following?
“Angel’s Share”
“Devil’s Cut”
“Bootlegger”
“Wet your whistle”
“Cocktail”
“Shot”
Why liquor is known as “spirits”?
We learned this and more when we visited
the Loaded Cannon Distillery, located in
Lakewood Ranch on Lakewood Ranch Blvd
between SR 70 and SR 64, on April 12th.
The distillery is normally closed to patrons
on Monday and Tuesday, but we were able to
book an exclusive tour and tasting for our
25 attending MSPS members. We enjoyed a
great BBQ lunch from the world-famous (in
Bradenton) K-Dog BBQ food truck. Included
in the lunch offerings were pulled pork, bacon
mac & cheese, buffalo chicken nachos, and a
deep-fried jumbo hotdog topped with pulled
pork (ask Bob Goodrich or Don Hanzlik about
it!). No one who ate lunch went home hungry.

Our tour of the distillery was led by our
own John D’Alusio, who gave tours at Loaded
Steve Milligan, who opened Loaded Cannon
Cannon when the venue first opened. There is
Distillery in July of 2019, retired from Dow
so much about the distillation process I never
Chemical after a 35-year career holding
knew about! Did you know that vodka and gin
executive positions all over the world. When
he was in Saudi Arabia, with no alcohol allowed both start out as vodka, and gin is separated
by having an infusion of botanicals during the
or available, he made his own liquor…..and
distillation process? One of the required
a lot of friends. His new fans told him his
liquor was so good that he should open his own ingredients by law is Juniper berries.
distillery when he retired. Steve took their
Steve uses all Florida-produced products in
advice.
his distillery including corn, molasses, rye, and
wheat. Additionally, all of his flavored spirits
Steve is quite an accomplished distiller. For
use all-natural flavors rather than artificial
example, Loaded Cannon Distillery recently
ones. Loaded Cannon Distillery products can
won the Best Flavored Vodka Distillery in
claim to be made in Florida with confidence, and
North America by Lux Life Food and Drink.
That’s quite an accomplishment for a distillery love. Loaded Cannon currently has 35 different
liquors for the discerning consumer.
opened for less than three years.
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station

Page 9

Loaded Cannon Tour Pictures
Photos by Debra Hartwell
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Twin Dolphin Marina Cruise
by Larry Beverage, abc@manatee-squadron.org

Six boats were registered to go on the April cruise,
with five making it, Beverages Aboard, First Choice,
Gypsies in the Palace, You Can’t Take It With You and
Flip Flop. New members David and Dianna Wisecarver
took delivery of their forty-eight ft. catamaran, Flip
Flop, on April 21st at Twin Dolphin Marina. David and
Dianna took time away from cleaning and boat chores
to participate in our activities. Great fun getting to
know these two.
Windy conditions were predicted on Thursday,
so early departure was preferred when possible.
Everyone made it safely to the Marina. Heavy winds
were experienced with waves crashing over the
docks on and off throughout the weekend. We were
all safety tucked in on the leeward side of the dock.
Nights were calm and cool.
Thursday evening, we gathered at O’Bricks on Main
Street in Bradenton for dinner.
The Hartwells, Hanzliks, Pickhardts and Bartletts
joined by land cruiser while the Healeys joined by
cruising to the city day docks. Everyone enjoyed a nice
dinner and we celebrated Judi Hanzlik’s birthday.
Friday morning some gathered for a short walk to
the Kefi Streetside Café for breakfast. A relatively
new place downtown Bradenton. Some relaxed by the
pool while others took advantage of some quiet time
followed by a cookout on the pool deck Friday evening.
Saturday morning, we strolled through the farmers
market and then enjoyed a nice lunch on the Pier 22
patio and celebrated Juliette Whelan’s birthday.
Saturday evening, we gathered once again around the
pool deck for heavy appetizers.
We tried several times to take advantage of the
Oak and Stone roof top, but it was either closed
due to the wind or the wait time was unreasonable.
Something to look forward at another time.
Photos by Larry Beverage

With lots of comradely, a fun time was had by
everyone.
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America’s Boating Course
by Larry Beverage, abc@manatee-squadron.org

On Saturday April 9, MSPS conducted the public Americas Boating Course for thirteen
students. There were new boaters, prospective boaters, and some experienced boaters. All
thirteen students did very well on the exam at the end of the day.
Member volunteers conduct this public education training. A big THANK YOU to Myles Gee,
Matt Braatz, Tom Mertz, Bob Kelly, Bill Spencer, George Nartsissov, Yvonne Beverage, and
Chuck Whelan for their individual roles in making this class possible. A big thanks to Kathy
Gee who stepped in to relieve me of my duties allowing Yvonne and I to leave on a road trip
much earlier than otherwise would have been possible. We thank our friends at the Elks for
allowing us to use their facility for the class and assisting us on the day of class.
The next scheduled classes are May 14 and June 18 at the Elks. Our members are our best
source of recruiting students and prospective members so please do what you can to spread
the word.
HELP: To make this class possible there is shopping, food prep, classroom set up and cleanup
that must be done for every class. More about these volunteer opportunities at the next
membership meeting.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®
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MSPS 2022 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
May
May 15- Anniversary Party at Swordfish Grill
May 19- Day Boaters Upper Manatee River
Cruise
May 19-22- Cruise to Treasure Island

December
December 1-4- Cruise to Marina Jack
December 3- Luncheon Downtown Sarasota
December 11- Holiday Party- Bradenton Yacht
Club.

June
June 5- Picnic at Anna Maria
June 5 -Day Boaters to Picnic
June 9-12- Cruise to Venice Yacht Club
July
July 2-5- Cruise to Twin Dolphin
July 3- Luncheon Downtown Bradenton
July 12- Day Boats to Egmont Key
August
Aug 4-7- Cruise to Vinoy
August 17- Day Boaters to Shell Key
September
Sept 5-11 National Governing Board
September 18- Day Boaters to Ski-A-Rees
water ski show
September 22-25- Cruise to Longboat Key
September 30-October 2 District C&R
October
October 7-8 District Conference
October 11- Day Boaters cruise to Mar Vista
Restaurant
October 27-6 Nov- Fall Getaway
October 27-29- Palm Harbour
October 29-31- Fisherman Village
October 31-November 3- Legacy Harbor
November 3-7- South Seas
November
November 3-5 District C&R (tentative)
November TBD- Day Boaters Piloting Skills
Event

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Cahoots Band
Happenings
May 2022
MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the
following shows coming up this month:
30 April
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243
6 May
6 pm to 9 pm
Peridia Golf and Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E
Bradenton, Florida 34203
Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows .
Get some squadron members and friends
together - come out and have some fun!
For additional information about these
and other activities, please visit the
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.
The Helm Station
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WHAT: “New Moon Darkest Hour is Just Before Dawn Welcome to May Raft-up”
WHERE: On the Manatee River at “The Cross” at DeSoto National Park
WHEN: April 30 - May 1
This DAY and/or OVERNIGHT event is open to ALL vessels, large, small and in-between,
including dinks, PWCs, kayaks and SUPs.
SATURDAY April 30
0900 hours - All Hanz On Deck arrives to anchor the raft-up area
1000 -1200 hours - Boaters planning to overnight arrive - All food/beverage on your own.
1200 - ???? - Dayboats arrive - All food/beverage on your own.
1628 hours - Toast to the New Moon
2003 hours - SUNSET
SUNDAY May 1
0900 hours - Overnight boaters mark arrival of the Merry Merry Month of May with a
BYO Bloody Mary or Whatever Toast
1200 hours - Raft-up Break-up
An “interested party” sign-up sheet will be available at the April 5 meeting. If you cannot
attend the meeting and are planning to attend the raft-up you can send an email to
allhanzondeck@gmail.com. Please provide your name, vessel type and name (if applicable),
dayboat or overnighter, email address and textable phone number.
QUESTIONS: call or text Don Hanzlik at 703-475-0157

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Going up the River
This month one of the Day Boat Excursions is to head up the Manatee River. We will be leaving from the
Bradenton City Docks at 1000 on Thursday the 19 th of May. Anyone up for an adventure this is your
opportunity to go explore the head waters of the Manatee River. If you don’t own a boat that can make
it shallow water, you can sign up to crew on one of the boats traveling.
Going up the River can be very challenging due to the skinny water in some areas. Amazingly there are
also gator holes where the water is really deep. Needless to say we will be traveling at slow speed no
wake ! Expect a 4 hour cruise and depending on tde and weather conditons.
Your Cruise Leader Ed Smith has explored this trip East of the Ft. Hamer, last month along with Skipper
Dan Meldrum. Our dream goal was to make it to the Manatee River Dam and our realist goal was to
make it to the Rye Road Bridge. We made it to the Wooden River ( and only those who know the Upper
Manatee will know where we turned around ) as we ran aground in 9 inches
So join us on the trip and you will know doubt see some sites on the River you have not seen before.

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Anniversary Party:

Sunday, May 15, 2022
12:00 ( Noon)
Swordfish Grill
4628 119th St W, Cortez, FL 34215
They will have a limited menu for us.
We will pay at the lunch.
Sign up at our meeting on May 3, 2022, if you have not done so already.

Anna Maria Pavilion Picnic:

Sunday, June 5, 2022
11:00 am
Bayfront Park, Anna Maria Bayfront
Address: 316 North Bay Boulevard, Anna Maria, FL, 34217
Location: Located at the North-East corner of the island in view of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge
and Egmont Key; near the Anna Maria City Pier. We have used this pavillion before.
Amenities: The pavilion includes 11 picnic tables and seats approximately 88 people.
This event is for MSPS members, we will have barbeque delivered.
$5.00 per person, the Squadron will take care of our meal, please bring your own beverages,
chairs, towels, etc.
You can sign up by sending your $5.00 per person to:
Debra Hartwell
4729 Mainsail Drive
Bradenton, FL. 34208
Or sign up & make payment at our meeting on May 3, 2022.

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY
CHECK (VSC) ?
The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve
voluntary compliance
with federal and state recreational
boating safety laws regarding the
carriage of safety equipment on
board vessels. Ensure a safe
boating experience by having your
vessel inspected by one of our
qualified examiners! These are
confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you will
receive the above decal to proudly display on your
vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron by contacting safe@manatee-squadron.org
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Egmont Key Boat/Beach Party – July 12
By John D’Alusio

Day boaters rejoice! This party is for you (as well as any overnight cruisers who want a day of
sun and fun with the smaller boats). Weather permitting, this event will take place on Tuesday,
July 12th.
Egmont Key is the sentinel island astride the entrance to Tampa Bay. Accessible only by boat,
Egmont Key has a unique natural and cultural history, including a lighthouse that has stood since
1858.
During the 1800’s, the island served as a camp for captured Seminoles at the end of the Third
Seminole War in 1858. Later it was occupied by the Union Navy during the Civil War. In 1898,
as the Spanish-American War threatened, Fort Dade was built on the western side of the
island, replete with heavy artillery, to discourage a seaborne raid on Tampa by the Spanish
“Flying Squadron” warships based in Havana, Cuba. Fort Dade remained active until 1923.
For those who want to proceed together out to Egmont Key from the Manatee River, we plan
to rendezvous at the Bradenton Riverwalk day dock on the south side of the river between the
Green Bridge and DeSoto Bridge at 1000 on July 12. MSPS members who want to participate,
but do not own boats, can meet the group here and be transported out to the Key, and back to
the day dock afterward. It is best to make plans in advance on a boat-by-boat basis so you have
a prearranged slot on a specific vessel for those seeking passage out to Egmont, and back. Any
non-boat owning member interested can contact me and let me know their desire to participate.
We will be heading to the sandy beach on southeastern end of Egmont Key. Although Egmont
Key is visible from the mainland, Anna Maria Island, Ft. DeSoto, etc. you can use Latitude:
27.72397320 Longitude: -82.68014480 coordinates in your GPS to make your way there. The
Pilot Boat buildings and dock are located on the eastern (bay) side of the island. To port of
the Pilot Dock on the southeast side of the island is a stretch of approximately 500 yards of
beautiful, sandy beach with water shallow enough to allow anchoring (with good holding) in 3’-5’
of water. This is the area where the MSPS boats will rendezvous at approximately 1100 hours
on July 12th. You can raft up, or anchor individually, as there will be plenty of room (unlike
the weekends where it is beyond crowded with boats and swimmers). Bring your lunch, snacks,
preferred drinks, and prepare to relax in a beautiful location with your fellow MSPS members.
We anticipate spending three hours at the island, and then heading back around 1400.
Due to the relatively remote nature of Egmont Key, there is no drinking water on the island and
there are no stores. Therefore, you must bring everything you need (water, food, sunscreen,
etc.) when you visit. Thousands of shorebirds nest on the island each year. The south end of the
island is a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Refuge and access is prohibited. Due to the sensitive nature of
this island, pets are not allowed on any portion of Egmont Key.
There will be a sign-up sheet at the MSPS monthly meeting starting in May. If you have any
questions, email jdalusio@gmail.com, call (941-209-8873), or see me at the monthly MSPS
meetings.
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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D-22 Cruise & Rendezvous
September 30-Oct 2, 2022
Twin Dolphins Marina, Bradenton
GPS coordinates of 27° 29' 57.2244'' N and 82° 34' 19.0956'' W
Join fellow District members in this fun activity. We will have a toga party on Friday; a visit to
the Bishop Museum of Science and Nature; dinner at a local restaurant; a cookie contest in
honor of October 1st being National Home-made Cookie Day!
Dockage:

$3.25/ft plus electric & tax.
Please contact Susan Tokarz: SITokarz@aol.com (727) 244-7933 for
reservations.

Hotel:

A block of 10 rooms has been reserved at the Springhill Suites
Bradenton/Riverfront,
102 12th Street West (941) 226-2200
Room rate is $189.00 (+tax)

Individuals need to make their own room reservations.

Schedule (Tentative)
Friday:

5:30 p.m. TOGA PARTY--- Covered Dish at Pool
Come dressed in your finest Toga!
Make your own head-piece.
There might even be prizes!
Home-made Cookie Contest

Saturday:
at ???)

Activities TBA (will include lounging at pool-side; visiting the museum; dinner

Sunday:

Pastries by the pool – Bring your own coffee.

Safe trip home!!!
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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2022 Fall Conference
Friday, 7 October:
Plans for Friday meetings are being discussed –
watch for details

FREE Dinner/Dance
Limited to 140 District 22 members

Live Music by Manatee Squadron Members - Cahoots
Watch for details as Reservations will be required

Saturday, 8 October:
Roundtables - Luncheon - District Conference Meeting
Hotel Info:

Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770
$109.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $179) – cutoff date 9/16

State you have the special “Power Squadron room block” or give the code PO1407 to receive the discounted rate

– must make reservation directly
-----------------

Springhill Suites by Marriott – 941-347-4224
City view - $139.00 / Harbor view - $158.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $201)
includes breakfast - cutoff date 9/16
Link to book your room online: Book your group rate for America's Boating Club
Rate is good for one day prior and a day after the conference dates
*Must mention United States Power Squadrons and book for at least 2 nights for these rates*

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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America’s Boating Compass April 2022

How to maintain your bilge pump
Avoid the misery of having your boat sink at the dock or while underway; maintain your bilge pump regularly.
Instead of quoting statistics about bilge pump failure and describing their complexity, I want readers to be aware
of a few facts that will help keep water outside of the hull where it belongs.
Bilge pumps are more complicated than most of us realize. They can be overly sensitive to the float, which
controls the pump’s turning on and off, and many expensive pumps have resets and sensors that can cause the
pumps to accidentally stay off when they are most needed. Test them daily to be sure they are working properly
and check the hoses to confirm that water is being pumped outside the hull.
Regular inspection is key. It’s amazing what finds its way to the bilge, and all those bits and pieces can easily
lodge themselves around the pump intake or against the float, preventing it from moving and telling the pump
to turn on. Many a boat has sunk with a working pump that didn’t activate because the float was mired in debris.
From my experience, bilge pumps don’t last long. I have three in Melodic, and every year, I replace at least one
of them. Why they stop working properly is anyone’s guess. All I know is that the cost of a new pump is nothing
compared to the cost of repairing a boat sunk at the dock.
Most bilge pumps are located midships in the lowest part of the hull, but since water also accumulates in the
bow and stern, a three-pump system provides real safety benefits. Position your pumps where they are most
needed.
Lastly, keep a manual, non-electric bilge pump onboard in case you lose electrical power while taking on water.
In a tight situation, an inexpensive hand pump could keep you afloat until help arrives. –Daniel S. Fannon

Copyright © 2022 America’s Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America’s Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and
Boating Safety events.
Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while
offering more fun activities to our members.
Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our
members can participate in these fun activities.
Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for
this year at the level that is right for you.
Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25
Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your donation is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsor Roster
As of 4/15/2022

Admiral:

$25.00 per person

Agruso, Jim & Susan
Beverage, Larry & Yvonne
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Cornell, Ed & Nadene
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kelly, Bob & Ginger
Kondos, Glen & Terri
Mertz, Tom & Jan
Nahama, Twila
Romersa, Tony & Linda
Spencer, Bill & Marty

Commodore:

$20.00 per person

D’Alusio, John
Healy, Gayla & Brian

Captain:			

$15.00 per person

Seaman:			

$10.00 per person

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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5/1/2022

MSPS Apparel Order
Name:__________________________________Phone:_________________ Men’s:____ Women’s:____

Polo shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Small – Extra Large $ 28.00

2XL and larger $30.50

Squadron Blue, other colors available

Teal:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

White:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Lt. Gray:

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Columbia Shirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Any size

$75.00

White or Gray, other colors available

Short sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Long sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Zipper Hoody Sweatshirts: America’s Boatng Club Logo, MSPS Burgee on chest and Manatee on sleeve
Any size

$35.00

White or Gray, other colors available

Long sleeve

S____ M____ LG____ XL____ XXL____ XXXL____ XXXXL____

Hats or Visors: America’s Boatng Club Logo with MSPS Burgee

$17.50

Burgees:
Small:

6”X9”

$20.00

Medium:

12”X18”

$38.00

Large:

16”X24”

$40.00

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY SPINGTIME EVERYONE!
An update on P/Lt/C Mike Stewart, SN who suffered a stroke a few weeks ago. He is now
recovering at home having physical and occupational therapy. Hopefully soon, you’ll be back on
your feet.
P/C Tony Romersa, P is in the hospital with Pneumonia. Hopefully he will be soon be recovering at
home.
For the May 3rd meeting, snacks will be provided by: Lt Kathy Gee, S
Sandi Braatz, S
Juliette Whelan, S
For the June 7th meeting, snacks will be provided by: Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN
Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN
P/C Matt Braatz, AP
Syd Xinos
***Many thanks gentlemen for stepping forward for the June meeting. We can’t wait for your
tasty treats.
Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little
sunshine sent their way.

May’s Birthdays
Judi Hanzlik

Robert Kelly

05

Brian Healey

07

Chuck Whelan

13

David Wisecarver 21
Bev Krebs

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
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Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines. Their needs are year round. The Bay Pines
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice,
and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support
these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place
in your heart this month for these needy veterans.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education

Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing,
and other information.]
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Next General Meeting
03 May 2022
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

For more information about the Manatee Sail &
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org
or call us at 941-799-7370
Visit us on our
MSPS Facebook page:

The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail &
Power Squadron, a unit of the United
States Power Squadrons®.
We are
located in Manatee County, Florida.
Editor: Glen Kondos, P
Photos: by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos
The Helm Station is the official
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station
are those of the author of the article
and do not necessarily represent the
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or
USPS. All rights reserved.
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