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Commander’s Message                

Cdr Myles Gee, SN-IN                            cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy,

Did you know the name April has been derived from the word “aperire”, 
Latin for “to open”. The nomenclature is apt since this is the month 
when the earth seems to welcome the warmth of the long-awaited 
summer with open arms. This month is also special since it is one of 
those few that have only thirty days.

How does this relate to us? Just twelve months ago we were still in a pandemic with no sight 
of light, most of us stayed home and were reluctant to see many of our friends. Here we are 
today, having our monthly meetings, day, and overnight boating trips, having social functions 
and just living and loving LIFE!

Just recently we opened our doors to our Cyber members that live near us, they will be 
receiving our publications and news blasts. I am asking that if you see one of these members at 
our meetings or social events, please make them feel welcomed as you always have in the past.

By now you probably have read some of the articles that a group of us (Ad Hoc Group) have 
been working on for over a year now. It comes down to eliminating all our districts in name and 
working directly with Head Quarters and our National Leaders. We hope that in the end, our 
Educational Department will bring our courses up to date, no more ten- to twenty-year-old 
courses, improve communications, hands on with the Marketing and I.T. Departments and much 
more. Let’s face it we need to change and not be stuck what we did fifteen to forty years ago. 
It’s called progress. 

I want to thank our department heads, chair, and committee people and all of you making 
Manatee the fun squadron.

I also challenge all of you to bring one friend that is not a member to one of our meetings and 
social events.

Thank you, 

YHGLCDR-myles
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Executive Officer

Lt/C  Susan Agruso, AP                   xo@manatee-squadron.org

Hello everyone. Hope you are all adjusting to Daylight Saving Time and 
enjoying sunshine later in the evenings.

The Poker Run was a wonderful adventure. Thanks to Tom Mertz and 
everyone who helped organize it. The river was a bit rough for those of 
us with smaller boats, so faux boating in a convertible was a convenient 
alternative. Looking forward to next time.

Last call for delegates for the D22 Spring Conference. If you are planning to attend the con-
ference and would like to be a delegate on Saturday, April 2, please let me know.

MSPS is big on boating safety. Larry Beverage works hard at organizing ABC courses for the 
public. We also have a robust program for ensuring that boats are properly outfitted for safe 
operation. Has your boat had a safety inspection recently? Is your VSC sticker dated before 
2022? Are there other boats where you live that could use a safety check? Contact Matt 
Braatz or Ed Van Stedum and schedule a Vessel Safety Check. Make it a community event and 
get other boaters in your neighborhood to sign up for VSC at the same time.  

Happening This Month:

• April 22 - Earth Day began in 1970 to raise awareness about environmental concerns.

•  April 29 – Arbor Day is celebrated the last Friday of April or other times of the year 
depending on the local climate. This year will mark 150 years since Arbor Day was first 
proclaimed (1872) to encourage people to plant trees.
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Spring has finally sprung, and the weather continues to get warmer 
each day.  We can look forward to another year of exciting Squadron 
activities.  Our first major activity of the 2022 year was the Poker 
Run conducted on Sunday, March 6.  Although not as large as last 
year, the participants had a great time, despite the high winds which 
caused some participants to either cancel or go by car.  Thanks to 
Tom Mertz for coordinating this event. 

As this publication goes to print, we have a few boaters participating in the Spring GetAway. 
Looks like the cruise to St Pete Municipal Marina went off with no major problems, except 
for a few dead batteries.  The Club at Treasure Island was the next stop and true to form, 
the rum runners are still the best to be found.  A brief recap of the cruise along with 
pictures can be found later.  

Our next planned event will have taken place as you read this; our luncheon at the 3 Key’s 
Brewery scheduled for March 23.  If it lives up to expectations, we will have had a great 
time. We have three major events scheduled for April: April 12 is a Lunch and Tour at the 
Loaded Cannon Distillery; April 21-24 is the Cruise to Majorie Park and April 30 is the 
Raft up at the Cross.  Each of these promises to bring fond memories.  The Loaded Cannon 
Distillery is a replacement for Linger Lodge as that facility has not yet reopened.   Mark 
your calendars since this is something we have never done before, and you don’t want to miss 
out on an interesting tour and good food.    We will talk more about the specifics at our next 
General Membership meeting.

Although a month away, it is not too early to reserve May 15 to celebrate the 25th 
Anniversary of our Squadron.  This year we will celebrate at the Swordfish Grill in Cortez.  
There is some dockage for day boaters at the restaurant, so this is a perfect opportunity to 
gather some friends on your dayboats and make an adventure of this important day.  
As a reminder, we have consolidated overnight boating activities, day boating activities, and 
all social activities into a single listing to make it easier to see all the Squadron activities in 
one document.  It is published in the Helm Station and is reflected in the Google calendar on 
the Squadron Website.  I encourage you to become familiar with this document to make it 
easier for you to plan those activities of interest to you. 

Lastly, we are still in need of volunteers to become Shipmates.  This is a vital function in 
helping new members become assimilated with the Squadron and does not take up much of 
your time.  Please contact Nadene Cornell if you are willing to help.

Wishing you all a Happy Easter

Administrative Officer

Lt/C Chuck Whelan, SN                  ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN                              seo@manatee-squadron.org

Education Department            

Since my last article for the Helm Station the following classes 
have been completed in Advanced Marine Navigation and Marine 
Electrical Systems. Well done to those who took the classes and 
passed. Currently the Boating Handling (Seminar Series) is about half 
way completed with 5 students. Look forward to other classes being 
offered during the course of the year and sign up for one.

I have had a number of people asking to become Vessel Safety Examin-
ers and I will be teaching the class in April. It takes one evening about 2 hours to go through 
the material and take the test. Upon passing the individual has to do 5 vessel safety checks 
with with another person before they can go on their own. Please contact me or sign up at the 
next General Meeting.

Don’t forget that we are doing an ABC class on April 9th at the Elks Lodge and pass the word 
around to neighbors and friends, especially if they have children, that might be interested. 
We are trying to do an ABC class every other month. Larry Beverage is the point of contact.

Have a safe boating month and think education. Any suggestion pass them along.

Matt 
SEO
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The bank balance for both checking and money market are $14099.86 
at the end of February. This balances with the bank and all bills are 
paid.

This is a significant decrease from last month. Some of the larger 
expenses are education course materials, the balance of the Elks Club 
lighting retrofit, a 65” TV and stand for teaching classes, donation to 
the Elks Club at the Change of Watch and our monthly storage space 

rent. The educational materials will bring in income at a later date.

On the brighter side, Amazon Smile paid us $20.97. 

Thank you to the members using Amazon Smile. And to those of you members that aren’t using 
Amazon Smile – I hope you are using Amazon Smile for another deserving charity. If you de-
sire help to set it up – let me know, I’d be glad to help.

Until next month, stay healthy and safe, Tom

Without freedom of speech, how would we know who the idiots are?

The hardest part of being a bartender is figuring out who is DRUNK or just STUPID!

I felt uncomfortable driving into the cemetery. The GPS blurted out “you have reached your 
final destination”.

Husband: I want you to have this bracelet. It belonged to my Grand-
mother. Wife: Why does it say, “Do not resuscitate?”

Treasurer Report

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP                                tres@manatee-squadron.org
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Poker Run
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com
French colonists brought their game of Poque 
to their settlements into the New Orleans 
region of North America. The English-speaking 
settlers in the region modernized the game 
into what we now know as poker to include a 
52-card deck. I don’t believe playing by boat 
was ever envisioned in that transformation, 
but, that’s precisely how the Manatee Sail and 
Power Squadron plays their poker.

On 6 March, Tom Mertz organized and ran 
another successful Poker Run event, bringing 
boaters and non-boaters together in a 
fun-filled outing. Tom, along with his Poker 
Run Crew consisting of Donnia Smith and 
Jeanne Miller at Woody’s Roo, Jan Mertz 
and Twila Nahama at Riviera Dunes Marina, 
Matt & Sandi Braatz at the Bradenton 
Yacht Club, Tom Brown and Dan Meldrum at 
the Bradenton Day Dock, Trudee Kondos and 
Betty Goodrich manning the final destination 
at Caddy’s with Tom Mertz. Due to the high winds, only three boats were 

able to participate in the Poker Run. Bob Miller 
with crew Gord & Evelyn Lang and Beth Rigby 
operated Rhumb Line, Glen Kondos with crew 
Vernon & Deborah Pickhardt and his friend 
Chris Sebert operated Going Places, John 
& Verne Walsh with crew Ed & Anna Marie 
Douglass and James Walsh operated Sabalo. 
The boaters successfully navigated to all 
venues, however, not without some excitement. 
Rhumb Line experienced a stalled engine and 
was unable to restart while drifting alongside 
the docks at Caddy’s. Help wasn’t far away, 
however, and lines were tossed and the Rhumb 
Line was secured, the only drama being Glen’s 
friend Chris ending up in the Manatee River 
during the process. Although wet, Chris’s spirit 
wasn’t broken, and we all rejoiced when Rhumb 
Line’s engines roared once again.

With a large contingent of participants playing 
by land based vessels, there were a total of 36 
poker players for this year’s MSPS Poker Run.
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Poker Run Cont.

Photos by Glen Kondos , Dean May, Tom Brown, Chris Sebert, Ron 
Hartwell and Twila Nahama

The final destination for the event was Caddy’s 
where all the participants enjoyed drinks and 
food while cards were tallied. Top prize went 
to Chris Sebert sporting a full house of Aces 
and 3’s. Second place went to Vernon Pickhardt 
with three 6’s. Verne Walsh took third place 
with three 3’s. The worst hand went to John 
Capsavage with a 10 high. I’d like to note that 
the top three spots went to those participating 
by boat! Maybe a clue for next year’s partici-
pants. Tom would like to thank all who partici-
pated in this year’s successful Poker Run, espe-
cially to the “Poker Run Crew” who volunteered 
their time to put on a successful event.. 

As a parting note, we’d like to share Jeanne 
Miller’s comments on working on the Poker 
Run Crew. “Despite the wind we had a really 
exciting and fun time together. We helped 
a gal that fell off her boat, saw a dolphin up 
close, and got our steps for the day also. Who 
could ask for more??”
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USPS Eastern Caribbean Cruise Post USPS Annual Meeting 

You may have read the flyer for the Holland American Cruise on the Rotterdam in our 
newsletter.   Following the February USPS annual meeting held in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fl, 144 
USPS members from all over the country boarded the Holland American Rotterdam in Fort 
Lauderdale for a 7-day cruise.  Destinations included Grand Turk, San Juan, St Thomas, and 
Hollands Private Island Half Moon Cay, Bahamas.  The Beverages and the Gees from Manatee 
participated and had a great time. 

 There were lots of tours, activities, food and time to meet members from all over the country. 
Cruising after the annual meeting in February has become a tradition.  Watch for next years 
cruise details, you don’t have to go to the meeting and don’t need to be a member to participate 
so you may bring friends or family members. 
We were privileged to have the Past USPS Chief Commander Mary Paige Abbott and the new 
Chief Commander Craig Fraser on board. 
Next years cruise is scheduled to depart Fort Lauderdale on February 26, returning March 5, 
2023 aboard the new Celebrity Beyond.  Join in on the fun for this 2023 Western Caribbean 
Cruise by contacting Dawn Eckhart at dawnstraveldeals@gmail.com.

Story and Photos
by Larry Beverage
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Navigator
by Glen Kondos, glen.kondos@gmail.com

The Oxford dictionary defines a navigator as a 
person who directs the route or course of a ship 
especially by using instruments and maps. Christopher 
Columbus was a famous navigator who mainly used 
dead reckoning for his navigation. However, Columbus 
was fascinated with all methods of navigation and 
experimented with other tools like the compass, 
hourglass, astrolabe, and quadrant. 

Tom Mertz has also been fascinated with the art 
of navigation. Whether or not Tom received his 
inspiration from Columbus, Tom deeply enjoys 
mapping out courses to guide himself and other 
travelers on their journeys. With Tom’s love for 
plotting, planning and charting, the choice of his 
boat’s name came easily - Navigator.

Tom and Jan Mertz are both from Minnesota 
where they met. Jan started power boating with her 
dad. Boating was always part of Tom’s family. Tom’s 
family’s 15 foot fiberglass runabout was used to fish 
and water ski on St. Olaf Lake. At 19, Tom acquired 
his first boat, a 16-foot Larson with a 100hp Evinrude 
which in 1968 was a rocket of an engine.

Tom and Jan’s introduction to USPS came through 
their children. The kids needed to take a boating 
safety course to obtain certificates so they 
could boat by themselves. Wanting more boating 
education themselves, Tom and Jan have had a 30 
year membership with the USPS, starting with the 
Minnetonka USPS. currently Treasurer of our own 
MSPS. Tom received the White Hat award from the 
Minnetonka Power Squadron which is similar to our 
Jumpin Jack Flash award
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Tom and Jan love traveling to different locations 
while boating and wanted the challenge of doing the 
Great Loop. Their first “Navigator” was acquired 
for navigating the Great Loop and was a 42/5 
Sealion cruiser. Starting from Ft. Myers Beach, 
Florida, Tom and Jan spent 8 months doing the 
Great Loop and traveled 6000 miles, earning their 
AGLCA Gold Burgee. Not needing a live-aboard 
boat anymore, Tom and Jan sold their Sealion and 
were in search of an express cruiser (Sundancer 
style) with outboards to navigate the skinny west 
coast waters of Florida. Looking for a boat with 
easier maintenance that had better resistance to 
corrosion, Tom was dead set to go with outboard 
motors.

While at the Tampa Bay Boat Show, Tom saw a 
boat that matched all of the requirements. Already 
comfortable with the Regal name brand, Tom 
found a 2018 Regal 330 XO express cruiser that 
checked all of the boxes. The twin 300 Yamaha 
outboards, bow thruster, foldable radar arch, 
windlass, generator, AC, BBQ grill and refrigerator 
in a large cockpit were perfect attributes of the 
34’ length 10½’ beam and 3’ draft dimensions for 
which Tom was looking. King and queen beds, full 
galley, smart TV and wet head make overnight stays 
comfortable in the berthing compartment. The 
second generation of Navigator had been found.

Tom retired as a master electrician. Making 
modifications to improve something is in his blood. 
So was the case with Navigator. Tom added a fresh 
water anchor wash down, added 120 volt power to 
the cockpit refrigerator, LED lighting to the head 
as well as adding an easier way to fill the fresh 
water tank on the boat. Many of us within the MSPS 
already have experienced Tom’s help in resolving our 
own boat issues.

Navigator mainly enjoys day trips now. Tom led a 
MSPS spring trip to Ft Myers and on another trip 
navigated through the Okeechobee Canal to Stuart, 
FL. Tom and Jan’s greatest achievement they 
would say was crossing the Gulf from Carrabelle to 
Dunedin Florida. Their greatest highlight in any of 
their boating endeavors was going through the step 
lock in Ottawa during their Great Loop adventure.
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Spring Getaway
by Larry Beverage, LYB204@gmail.com

It is hard to believe the spring getaway is in the 
rear-view mirror.  Five vessels, Linda II, Wasn’t Me, 
Gypsies in the Palace, Bucket List and Beverages 
Aboard were scheduled to depart home ports for 
St Petersburg.  On that Monday morning, low tides 
caused a delayed departure for some.  Gypsies 
was further delayed due to some battery issues, 
but successfully got underway a little later in 
the morning.  Bucket List was ready to go engines 
running and found that their house batteries were 
bad.  Bucket List had repairs done the next morning 
and joined us on the second day.  St Petersburg 
port captain, Deb Hartwell had an impressive 
itinerary for St Peterburg, including some fine 
dining, docktails and Happy Hours at the St Pete 
Yacht Club.  Thank you Gees and Kellys for using 
your yacht club memberships.  Some friends of 
the Gees and Beverages joined us for dinner one 
evening.  Everyone enjoyed the sights and sounds of 
the St Petersburg Pier.

On St Patricks’ Day Linda II left for home port 
due to family obligations.  The other vessels left 
for a short cruise to The Club Treasure Island. We 
were very happily surprised to receive a call from 
Margot McGorman who joined us for dinner after 
arriving back to the U.S. the evening before.   We 
enjoyed a nice dinner at the Club, some partaking 
in traditional St Patricks’ Day corned beef and 
cabbage. Port Captain Larry Beverage arranged for 
dinner the next night at a restaurant that featured 
$1.00 oysters (an earlier cruise crowd pleaser) 
however when we arrived, we learned that the price 
had changed. Margo and Joey from Chicago as well 
as the Whelans and Braatzs joined us for dinner 
that evening by land cruiser as they were unable to 
join by boat.

On our final day at The Club Treasure Island, 
the vessel Crack of Dawn (St Petersburg Power 
Squadron) joined us for our daily weather 
discussion, little pool time and lunch on the outdoor 
patio.

Photos by Larry Beverage and Myles Gee
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Spring Getaway Cont.
Plans were made to check out the new Fusion 
Resort roof top bar for Happy Hour.  Upon 
arrival we learned that the roof top was 
closed due to a wedding.  Bummer, we were 
sent to the second-floor restaurant, the 
view was fantastic, and all had a good time.  
Good friends of the Hartwells joined us that 
evening.  

At the end of the day, everyone had a great 
time on the cruise.  A shout out to Chuck 
Whelan, boating chair, for organizing the 
cruise.
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MSPS Lunch at 3 Keys Brewing and Eatery
by Debra Hartwell, debra.hartwell@gmail.com

Don’t just love a great burger & a beer? That’s 
what is in store when you come to dine at 3 Keys 
Brewing and Eatery who specializes in gourmet 
style pub fare and in house brewed beer and 
ciders. The Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 
recently enjoyed just that at 3 Key’s Brewery.  
Fun was had by all when 27 MSPS members joined 
together at the beer garden for lunch and great 
conversation.  Wednesday’s burgers are just 
$5.00!
 
Thanks to Larry & Yvonne Beverage, Matt & Sandi 
Braatz, George & Sandy Druist, Chuck Whelan, 
Tony & Linda Romersa, Jim & Susan Agruso, 
Tom & Jan Mertz, John & Pat Capsavage, Glen 
Kondos, Ed VanStedum, Twila Nahama, Don & Judy 
Hanzlik, Ron & Debra Hartwell, Bob & Monique 
Gutierrez, Myles & Kathy Gee and John D’Alusio 
for supporting this fun MSPS event.

Photos by Glen Kondos
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CAHOOTSCAHOOTS
Cahoots were back at it on February 26 supporting 

the Tanya Clavey Memorial Foundation charity event 
at the Palmetto Classic Car Show in Sutton Park. 
MSPS members, Dean and Nancy May, led Cahoots 
with their classic rock, blues and funk blend of music 
to the delight of the folks attending the classic car 
show.

You can get more details on Cahoots happenings at   
www.cahootsmusic.com/shows

     

Photos by Glen Kondos
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March General Meeting Photos by Glen Kondos

Congratulations to the MSPS for making 
the USPS Educational Fund Honor Roll

 

2021 HONOR ROLL AWARD 
Presented to

manatee Squadron
24 years of participation

In appreciation of the Extraordinary Contribution of the entire Squadron
For the furthering of education in the fields of navigation and small boat handling

 1 / 1
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MSPS 2022 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
April
April 1-3 District Conference
April 12 Lunch and tour at Loaded Cannon 
Distillery
April 21-24- Cruise to Marjorie Park 
April 30- Raft Up at the Cross

May
May 15- Anniversary Party at Swordfish Grill
May 19- Day Boaters Upper Manatee River 
Cruise 
May 19-22- Cruise to Treasure Island

June
June 5- Picnic at Anna Maria
June 5 -Day Boaters to Picnic
June 9-12- Cruise to Venice Yacht Club

July
July 2-5- Cruise to Twin Dolphin
July 3- Luncheon Downtown Bradenton
July 12- Day Boats to Egmont Key 

August
Aug 4-7- Cruise to Vinoy
August 17- Day Boaters to Shell Key  

September
Sept 5-11 National Governing Board
September 18- Day Boaters to Ski-A-Rees 
water ski show 
September 22-25- Cruise to Longboat Key
September 30-October 2 District C&R

October
October 7-8 District Conference
October 11- Day Boaters cruise to Mar Vista 
Restaurant 
October 27-6 Nov- Fall Getaway
     October 27-29- Palm Harbour
     October 29-31- Fisherman Village
     October 31-November 3- Legacy Harbor
     November 3-7- South Seas

November
November 3-5 District C&R (tentative)
November TBD- Day Boaters Piloting Skills 
Event 

December
December 1-4- Cruise to Marina Jack
December 3- Luncheon Downtown Sarasota
December 11- Holiday Party- Bradenton Yacht 
Club. 

Cahoots Band 
Happenings

April 2022

MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the 
following shows coming up this month:

1 April
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243

30 April
7 pm to 11 pm
Tarpon Bay Grill and Tiki Bar
7150 N Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243

Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows .
Get some squadron members and friends 
together -  come out and have some fun!

For additional information about these 
and other activities, please visit the 
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.
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Did you know that anyone born on or after January 1, 1988, must have a Boating 
Safety Education ID Card to legally operate a boat in Florida? 

The “America’s Boating Course” is being offered by the Manatee Sail and Power 
Squadron (A unit of the United States Power Squadrons/Americas Boating 
Club) on Saturday, April 9, 2022, at the Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue 
E, Palmetto FL 34221. The course meets the State of Florida boating safety 
certificate requirement, is approved by the U.S. Coast Guard, and is designed for 
anyone who either owns or operates a boat or may be a passenger in a boat. 

Experienced mariners will teach you what you need to safely operate a boat. We 
will explain the laws, describe required equipment, and teach you the basics about 
navigation aids, VHF radios, anchoring, docking, and much more. 

The one-day class will be offered and open to the public. Payment deadline April 
5, 2022, $50 single attendance or $70 for a couple (same family sharing one 
book) lunch included. 

To learn more about our organization, please see our website at www.manatee-
squadron.org

If you have questions or want to register, please contact Larry Beverage (941-
518-3071) or email (LYB204@gmail.com) 

MSPS also offers free Vessel Safety Examinations. Schedule your 2022 
inspection today.

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
Offering 

America’s Boating Course 
Saturday, April 9, 2022 

7:45 am Check in, Class 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Palmetto Elks Lodge 

4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221
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WHAT: “New Moon Darkest Hour is Just Before Dawn Welcome to May Raft-up” 

WHERE: On the Manatee River at “The Cross” at DeSoto National Park 

WHEN: April 30 - May 1

This DAY and/or OVERNIGHT event is open to ALL vessels, large, small and in-between, 
including dinks, PWCs, kayaks and SUPs.

SATURDAY April 30
0900 hours - All Hanz On Deck arrives to anchor the raft-up area 
1000 -1200 hours - Boaters planning to overnight arrive - All food/beverage on your own. 
1200 - ???? - Dayboats arrive - All food/beverage on your own. 
1628 hours - Toast to the New Moon 
2003 hours - SUNSET

SUNDAY May 1 
0900 hours - Overnight boaters mark arrival of the Merry Merry Month of May with a 
BYO Bloody Mary or Whatever Toast 
1200 hours - Raft-up Break-up

An “interested party” sign-up sheet will be available at the April 5 meeting. If you cannot 
attend the meeting and are planning to attend the raft-up you can send an email to 
allhanzondeck@gmail.com. Please provide your name, vessel type and name (if applicable), 
dayboat or overnighter, email address and textable phone number.

QUESTIONS: call or text Don Hanzlik at 703-475-0157
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Egmont Key Boat/Beach Party – July 12
By John D’Alusio

Day boaters rejoice!  This party is for you (as well as any overnight cruisers who want a day of 
sun and fun with the smaller boats).  Weather permitting, this event will take place on Tuesday, 
July 12th. 

Egmont Key is the sentinel island astride the entrance to Tampa Bay.  Accessible only by boat, 
Egmont Key has a unique natural and cultural history, including a lighthouse that has stood since 
1858. 

During the 1800’s, the island served as a camp for captured Seminoles at the end of the Third 
Seminole War in 1858.  Later it was occupied by the Union Navy during the Civil War. In 1898, 
as the Spanish-American War threatened, Fort Dade was built on the western side of the 
island, replete with heavy artillery, to discourage a seaborne raid on Tampa by the Spanish 
“Flying Squadron” warships based in Havana, Cuba.  Fort Dade remained active until 1923. 

For those who want to proceed together out to Egmont Key from the Manatee River, we plan 
to rendezvous at the Bradenton Riverwalk day dock on the south side of the river between the 
Green Bridge and DeSoto Bridge at 1000 on July 12.  MSPS members who want to participate, 
but do not own boats, can meet the group here and be transported out to the Key, and back to 
the day dock afterward. It is best to make plans in advance on a boat-by-boat basis so you have 
a prearranged slot on a specific vessel for those seeking passage out to Egmont, and back.   Any 
non-boat owning member interested can contact me and let me know their desire to participate.   

We will be heading to the sandy beach on southeastern end of Egmont Key.  Although Egmont 
Key is visible from the mainland, Anna Maria Island, Ft. DeSoto, etc. you can use Latitude: 
27.72397320 Longitude: -82.68014480 coordinates in your GPS to make your way there.  The 
Pilot Boat buildings and dock are located on the eastern (bay) side of the island.  To port of 
the Pilot Dock on the southeast side of the island is a stretch of approximately 500 yards of 
beautiful, sandy beach with water shallow enough to allow anchoring (with good holding) in 3’-5’ 
of water.  This is the area where the MSPS boats will rendezvous at approximately 1100 hours 
on July 12th.  You can raft up, or anchor individually, as there will be plenty of room (unlike 
the weekends where it is beyond crowded with boats and swimmers). Bring your lunch, snacks, 
preferred drinks, and prepare to relax in a beautiful location with your fellow MSPS members. 
We anticipate spending three hours at the island, and then heading back around 1400.    

Due to the relatively remote nature of Egmont Key, there is no drinking water on the island and 
there are no stores. Therefore, you must bring everything you need (water, food, sunscreen, 
etc.) when you visit. Thousands of shorebirds nest on the island each year. The south end of the 
island is a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Refuge and access is prohibited. Due to the sensitive nature of 
this island, pets are not allowed on any portion of Egmont Key.

There will be a sign-up sheet at the MSPS monthly meeting starting in May.  If you have any 
questions, email jdalusio@gmail.com, call (941-209-8873), or see me at the monthly MSPS 
meetings.
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                        2022 Spring Conference 
 

Friday, 1 April 
 

 am - Squadron Officer Meeting   /    pm - District Council Meeting 
 

Saturday, 2 April:                
Roundtables - Member Luncheon - District Conference Meeting 

 

Change of Watch 
     

 Thank You D/C Cliff and Welcome D/C Gene 
 

Hotel Info:  
Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770 

$109.00 + $20.00 resort fee + taxes (senior rate $224) 
  Breakfast normally about $10.00 - cutoff date 3/11 

Make reservation directly with hotel and use code PO1406 to get special rate. 
                                  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Springhill Suites by Marriott – 941-347-4224 
$139.00 (city view)/ $149.00 (harbor view) + taxes (senior rate $271)  

 includes breakfast - cutoff date 3/11 
Link to book your room online: Book your group rate for Americas Boating Club 
 
Rates are good for one day prior and a day after the conference dates 
 

*Must book for 2 nights and state United States Power Squadrons for these rates* 
      

If you have any issue making reservations, 
please contact Myles Gee at 941-518-2475 to resolve the issue 
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DISTRICT 22 
 

2022 Spring CONFERENCE 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
All events will follow CDC Guidelines 

 

Friday, 1 April                                                                               
 
 0830 – 1200  Registration Desk Open             1200 – 1330 Lunch on your own 
 0900 - 1200  Squadron Bridge Officer Meeting         1330 – 1400 Registration Desk  
                                      1400   District Council Meeting 
 

  1530  Council Meeting Social           
Saturday, 2 April     
 
0830 - 0900     Coffee and Pastry         0900 – 1200   Registration Desk Open         
0900 – 1145    Seminars/Roundtables   1130 – 1315   Social and Luncheon 

 

 Lunch Speaker – Dwayne Virgint, Chief Executive Officer of Tampa Bay Watch 
 

1300 – 1330    Registration Desk Open      1330 – 1600    District Conference 
 

               1730   Change of Watch Social    1830   Change of Watch Dinner Served 
       

Saturday Seminars / Roundtables  
          
                0900 - 1015                  1030 - 1145 
 
On-the-Water Jump Start Program     Myakka A                  Education Updates 
           P/D/C Ted Reiss SN-CN             D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN 
            
               Townhall Meeting       Myakka B        Do You Want to Start a Sea Scout Ship?              
D/C Cliff Schmidt, JN & V/C David Allen, SN               Stf/C Louis McBride, P & Lt/C Bob Moro, AP 
         
      Basics of The HQ800 System Peace River A                           Fishin Frank      
 Lt/C Steve Abbott, SN                    Fishin’ Frank” Hommema 
 
           Using Social Media        Peace River B    Proven Methods of Increasing Membership 
         Stf/C Ron Jones, AP                        P/C Barbara Wolfe, P and Cdr David Haddox, S 
 

See attached Roundtable article for details on all the roundtables 
 

Dress: squadron shirt with slacks, shorts or skirt 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Hotel Information – rates are good for 1 day prior and after the conference 
 

Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770 - $109.00 + $20.00 resort fee + taxes (senior rate $224) 
  Breakfast normally about $10.00 - cutoff date 3/11 

Make reservation directly with hotel and use code PO1406 to get special rate. 
                                  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Springhill Suites by Marriott – 941-347-4224 - $139.00 (city view)/ $149.00 (harbor view) 
+ taxes (senior rate $271) 

 includes breakfast - cutoff date 3/11 
Link to book your room online: Book your group rate for Americas Boating Club  

*Must mention United States Power Squadrons and book for 2 nights for these rates* 
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   Conference Roundtable Information           
                to help plan your day 
                                              

 

0900 – 1015 Roundtables: 
 

On-the-Water Jump Start Program – Myakka A 
presented by P/D/C Ted Reiss SN-CN  

 

What is the on-the-water Jump Start training program?  Who in squadron can be the instructor, who can be 
the student, requirements for Jump Start, how to conduct the training and discuss what can be accomplished 
using effective on-the-water techniques.  
 

District 22 Town Hall Meeting – Myakka B 
Presented by D/C Cliff Schmidt, JN and C/C Rep, V/C David Allen, SN 

 

Hear how the District and National USPS operate. Use this opportunity to discuss issues which may be of 
interest to the group. Bring your questions and/or issues that you might have.  
 

Basics of The HQ800 System – Peace River A 
Presented by Lt/C Steve Abbott, SN 

 

We will demonstrate the on-line HQ800 system for managing all your educational classes.  It will highlight 
the basics of creating classes, entering registrations and exam scores, printing certificates, ordering 
advanced grade exams, getting University certificate numbers, and tease you with other features. 

 
Using Social Media – Peace River B 

Presented by Stf/C Ron Jones, AP 
 

Social media (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, TikTok or any platform) allows squadrons to engage the local 
boating community and grow their on-line presence. With so many social media platforms, how do you pick 
which is best for your squadron? How can you get the most from social media with the minimum effort?  

 
 
1030 - 1145 Roundtables: 

Education Updates – Myakka A 
Presented by District Education Officer, D/Lt/C Melissa Butler, SN 

 

Hear all the latest Education updates from the National Annual Meeting.  Discuss your squadron’s issues. 
 

“Do You Want to Start a Sea Scout Ship?” – Myakka B 
Presented by Stf/C Louis McBride, P, Lt/C Bob Moro, AP and Sybil Pullen, Committee Member 

 

Go through the basic steps in starting a Sea Scout Ship and info on the duties and responsibilities of the 
Chartering Squadron.  Sybil Pullen and scouts will discuss activities shared between the Ship and 
Squadron. Hear the benefits of having a Sea Scout Ship in your squadron! 
 

Fishin Frank – Peace River A 
Presented by Fishin’ Frank Hommema of Fishin Franks Bait & Tackle, Port Charlotte  

 

‘Fishin Frank’ holds a Master Captain status and has fished over 27,000 hours! He will share his fishing 
knowledge with us.  “I really like teaching people how to fish, the way to rig, hold a rod and reel, or cast.”  
Come learn some secrets about catching fish in Florida waters!  

 
Proven Methods of Increasing Your Membership – Peace River B 

Presented by P/C Barbara Wolfe, P and Cdr David Haddox, S 
 

During COVID, Sarasota Squadron increased its membership by 18% and Anna Maria Squadron by 28%!  
Hear what they found worked and what didn't work to recruit and keep members. Learn how to be relevant 
to the population you serve. 
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      2022 Spring Conference 
Reservation Form 

 
 

 
Saturday, April 2 –  Luncheon 

Speaker Dwayne Virgint, Chief Executive Officer of Tampa Bay Watch 
       Choice of: 
 
$29.00 - Turkey Croissant - Turkey, havarti cheese, cranberry sauce and Dijon spread on a croissant 
 
$29.00 - Peace River Club Sandwich - Turkey, Ham, Bacon, Swiss and Cheddar Cheese on multi grain  

bread with lettuce, tomato and Dijon spread  
 
$29.00 - Veggie Lovers Wrap - Grilled tofu, roasted red pepper, diced cucumber, avocado, alfalfa sprouts  
   and hummus spread on a flour tortilla                                       
 

All served with water, iced tea, chips and fresh baked cookies - Coffee on request 
 

Saturday, April 2 – Change of Watch Dinner 
        Choice of: 
 
$49.00 – Tenderloin Medallions – Beef Tenderloin Medallions pan seared and finished with sauce bordelaise  

served with roasted red skin potatoes broccoli, cauliflower and carrots 
 
$49.00 – Shrimp Skewer - Jumbo shrimp skewered and baked with lemon garlic butter presented atop rice  

pilaf and shrimp scampi sauce 
 
$34.00 - Fettuccini Primavera - Olive oil fettuccini tossed with sauteed red onion, yellow squash, zucchini,  

green beans, carrots, celery, roasted red peppers served with zesty marinara sauce 
 

All with iced tea. water, house salad with dressing, fresh roll with butter - Coffee on request 
 

Ice Cream Sundae Station! 
 

Guests may purchase drinks with Credit Card only - Event Center no longer accepts Cash 
 

We prefer that you use the D22 website to purchase your meals:  
 

Sign in to the D22 website — americasboatingclub-d22.org — About us/Events, click on the 
Conference and then follow the instructions to purchase your meals (need your credit card, too)  

 
 Or………Complete the form below and mail it with your check payable to D22 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mail to:  Jeane Anderson, 3191 Matecumbe Key Road #407, Punta Gorda, FL 33955 

 

   Saturday lunch - # turkey croissant ____   # club ____  # wrap ____ 

   Saturday Dinner - # steak ____   # shrimp ____ # fettuccini ____                Check enclosed $____________  

Name with rank and grade: ______________________________________________________________ 
Name with rank and grade: _______________________________________________________________ 

       Your 1st D22 Conference? ___________       Medical Dietary Restrictions only ____________________ 

Squadron: _____________________ E-Mail __________________________________PHONE: _____________________ 

No Reservations or Cancellations after March  23, 2022, please. 
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America’s Boating Compass March 2022

New fire extinguisher regulations
According to the Federal Register, the U.S. Coast Guard has issued new fire extinguisher regulations 
for motorized recreational boats that go into effect April 20, 2022.

The new rules don’t include changes for when and how many fire extinguishers are required on boats. If 
your boat was required to carry a fire extinguisher(s), those requirements still apply.

Major changes
The Coast Guard now uses the Underwriters Laboratory performance-based classification system for 
portable fire extinguishers. Most extinguishers already have Coast Guard and UL rating classifications. 
All approved extinguishers installed before August 22, 2016, can remain on recreational vessels as long 
as they are serviceable.

The new classification system requires portable and semi-portable extinguishers to be marked with a 
combined number and letter designation. The letter designates what class of fire the extinguisher is 
suitable for. The number indicates the extinguishing potential.

Ratings
In addition to being onboard and readily accessible, all portable and semi-portable fire extinguishers 
must be “Marine Type–USCG Approved” with the correct classification. This means they must have the 
Coast Guard classification system marking and approval number on the label.

• Extinguishers UL Classified 5-B:C/10-B:C (or greater) meet carriage requirements for all 
recreational vessels regardless of vessel age.

• Extinguishers rated as Marine Type USCG Type B:C, size I or size II are only acceptable on vessels 
built in model year 2017 or earlier.

• Ratings that include higher numbers or more letters are acceptable.
• One 20-B extinguisher may be carried to replace two required 5-B extinguishers.
• The regulations include special rules for vessels built prior to 1952.

 Copyright © 2022 America’s Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America’s Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program

Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and 
Boating Safety events.

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while 
offering more fun activities to our members.

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our 
members can participate in these fun activities.

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for 
this year at the level that is right for you.

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25

Membership costs are per person and donations can be given to our 
Treasurer, Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to MSPS. Your dona-
tion is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the 
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsor Roster

As of 1/15/2022

 Admiral:         $25.00 per person
Agruso, Jim & Susan 
Beverage, Larry & Yvonne
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kondos, Glen & Terri
Mertz, Tom & Jan
Nahama, Twila
Romersa, Tony & Linda
Spencer, Bill & Marty

 Commodore:     $20.00 per person
Healy, Gayla & Brian

 Captain:   $15.00 per person

 Seaman:   $10.00 per person
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY EASTER
 

Ann Nartsissov, P who suffered a stroke several months ago has recently passed away after a 
valiant fight. Please keep she and her husband, George, in your thoughts and prayers.

Lt Susan Highfell, S remains in rehab following a hip replacement & broken wrist in mid-
February.

P/C Nadene Cornell, S is feeling much improved from her lower back problems.

Lt  Chuck Whalen, SN is doing quite well recovering from a total knee replacement.
** Keep Ann and her husband George in your prayers.
 
For the April 5th meeting, snacks will be provided by: Lt Judi Hanzlik
                                                                                    Jan Mertz

For the May 3rd meeting, snacks will be provided by:  Lt Kathy Gee, S
                                                                                    Juliette Whelan, S
                                                                                    Sandi Braatz, S

Wishing you all a wonderful Easter celebration. Be careful with jelly beans and yellow “peeps”.

Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a little 
sunshine sent their way.

April’s Birthdays
Judi Hanzlik

Glen Kondos   04
Ron Hartwell  11
Illene Tress  13
Don Hanzlik  15

Marty Spencer  15
Carol Dearstyne  16

Marlene Bray  18

John D’Alusio   19
Judi Hanzlik  21

Juliette Whelan  23
Vernie Pickhardt  26
Karen Bartlett  28

Angelain Loggins  28
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 Susan knows how school systems work. 
 Focus on students – all students – and provide what they need to be successful. 
 40 years in public education – teacher, administrator, superintendent 

 Susan understands school district budgets. 
 Serves on the Manatee County School District’s Audit Committee.   
 Managed school district budgets for 8 years.  

 Susan expects clear, honest communication. 
 Tell us all the great things that are happening in our schools, and also 
 Tell us when something goes wrong and how you will fix it. 

 
                Thank you for your support.  Donations greatly appreciated. 
                Vote Susan Agruso  -  567 Fore Drive  -  Bradenton, FL 34208 
                        Political advertisement paid for and approved by Susan Agruso for Manatee County School Board District 2. 

Susan Agruso is running for the  
Manatee County School Board, District 2 

 

The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program helps to achieve 
voluntary compliance
with federal and state recreational 
boating safety laws regarding the 
carriage of safety equipment on 
board vessels. Ensure a safe
boating experience by having your 
vessel inspected by one of our 
qualified examiners! These are 
confidential and non-punitive, but if you pass you will 
receive the above decal to proudly display on your 
vessel. VSCs are offered by our Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron by contacting safe@manatee-squadron.org

NEED YOUR ANNUAL VESSEL SAFETY 
CHECK (VSC) ?
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Advertise!

advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our 
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad 
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.

Support our Advertisers—They support us!

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, 
and other information.]

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year. 

Needed items include: 

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed 
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters   

We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place 
in your heart this month for these needy veterans. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING
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Next General Meeting
05 April 2022

At 1900
Palmetto Elks

4611 4th Avenue E 
Palmetto, Florida 34220

The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org

A publication of the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, a unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons®.  We are 
located in Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:  Glen Kondos, P
Photos:  by Glen Kondos, P or as noted
Proof Reader: Terri Kondos

The Helm Station is the official 
publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron with twelve issues yearly.  
Opinions expressed in The Helm Station  
are those of the author of the article 
and do not necessarily represent the 
position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or 
USPS.  All rights reserved.

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States power Squadrons®

For more information about the Manatee Sail & 
Power Squadron, visit our website:

www.manatee-squadron.org

or call us at 941-799-7370

Visit us on our MSPS Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-
Sail-Power-Squadron-366053066763599
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