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Commander’s Message
Cdr Tony Romersa, P

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends
Hi All, and welcome to the New Year. I trust you had great Holidays
with family and friends. We spent Thanksgiving with Linda’s family, so
our Christmas was quiet with just a few friends.
After a great Holiday Party, special Thanks to Debbie Hartwell for
organizing the event,where almost half the Squadron members attended. We are looking
forward to a good2022 after the disruptive last two years. Your Squadron has lots of great
events plannedeach month of the New Year, and we look forward to seeing you there.
We have Commander, Executive Officer, Squadron Educational Officer, and
Treasurer nominees. We hope you will consider stepping up to fill the Administrative
Officer or Secretary slot.
The Change of Watch Dinner and Ceremony is scheduled for Saturday February 5 th,
2022 at Primos. Dress is Florida business casual. Join us in welcoming in the new
Bridge and celebrating with good friends.
Tony R.
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Executive Officer
Lt/C Larry C. Beverage, SN

xo@manatee-squadron.org

It really feels weird to be typing 2022 and having 2021 in the rear
view mirror. Yvonne and I hope all of you had a Happy and Safe Holiday
Season with family and friends, in person or virtually.
I am happy to report that the Boys and Girls Club of Manatee County
received six hundred Christmas Trees for their annual fund raiser.
The other good news is that they sold all but forty trees the first
weekend of sales, so our volunteers were not needed. Although we did
not participate, I want to thank Myles and Kathy Gee, Sandi and Matt Braatz, Marty and
Bill Spencer, Tom and Jan Mertz, Tom Brown, Don Tress, Glen Kondos and Bob Miller for
volunteering.
Activity levels in the Squadron have started to come back and 2022 is looking good. One
area that moved forward with full steam last year were the Vessel Safety Checks. I do not
have final numbers of vessel checks performed in 2021 at this time however I want to thank,
Matt Braatz Chair of VSC, Ed Van Stedum Co-Chair, Tom Brown, Bill Dearstyne, Jim Gieges,
Don Hanzlik, Bob Hintze, Chip Muegel, Twila Nahama, George Nartsissov, Carl Nyman, Cliff
Schmidt, and Don Tress for their time and work in this area. BTW, this is a fantastic way for
members to contribute to the squadron on your own schedule. Contact Matt Braatz if you’re
interested in becoming a Vessel Safety Inspector. I also want to thank Don Hanzilik Safety
Chairman and John D’Alusio Public Relations and Liaison Officer for their contributions.
I hope I have not missed recognizing anyone in the XO department, but if I did let me say
thank you to every single member who contributed in any way to the events in 2021 in all
departments.
Mark your calendars for the D22 Spring Conference, April 1-2, 2022.
May 2022 bring joy and happiness to you,
Larry
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Administrative Officer
Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Happy New Year!
Hope you are enjoying a wonderful holiday season. Now that January
has arrived, those of you who journeyed north over the last few
weeks need no reminder of why we live here.
Need a new year’s resolution? Try one of these:
•

I will contact Ed Van Stedum ASAP about joining the Bridge.

•

I will volunteer to organize a day boat outing and will talk with Tom Mertz about my
idea.

•

I will let Chuck Whelan know that I’m willing to be a port captain for an overnight
boating trip.

•

I will volunteer for one of the MSPS committees.

To paraphrase an old saying: MSPS needs you!
The Social Committee is hard at work. First excursion of the year is scheduled for January
13 to see the manatees in Ruskin followed by lunch. Sign up at the January membership
meeting or contact Nadene Cornell to reserve your spot.
The great MSPS chili cook-off will take place before the membership meeting on February 1.
Be sure to sign up in January.
Save the date: MSPS is celebrating our 25th anniversary at the Bradenton Yacht Club on
May 15. More info about these events will be coming your way over the next few months.
The boating calendar is filling up. Next overnight trip is to Marina Jacks in Sarasota January
17-20. If you are interested, contact Myles Gee.
May you have a happy, healthy, and peaceful new year. Best wishes to Matt for a speedy
recovery.
Susan
Happening in January:
On January 17 we honor the life and legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Education Department
Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Wow, 2022! Can you believe another year went by, good old earth made
another orbit around the sun in 365 days, 5 hours, 59 minutes, and 16
seconds. Just seems like January 2021 was yesterday.
What does your Education Department have planned for this year?

America’s Boating Classes:
February 12, 2022
March 26, 2022
May 14, 2022
June 18, 2022
A class at the Parrish Fire Department.
Classes held at the Riverside Club in Ruskin.
Seminars:
Per your request and interest. Please let me know, How to use a Chart?, Weather?
Advance Classes and Elective Classes:
I am starting a Boat Handling Class in January. This class will enhance your knowledge of
boating, boating safety allowing you to feel comfortable navigating our waters.
Marine Electrical Systems is starting in January taught by Tom Mertz.
Advanced Marine Navigation is also starting, taught by Don Cook.
We are also ready to hold more classes per your request. If you need to know what other
classes are available, you can reach me at mkgee@msn.com or look at the October issue of the
Helm Station on our website. manatee-squardon.org.
If you are interested in becoming an instructor, please let myself or Assistant Educational
Officer Matt Braatz know.
As you are out boating, keep your eye to the sky for pop up storms, wear your life jacket, and
enjoy the beautiful waters in our area. Be safe and have fun!
YHGLSEO myles gee
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Treasurer Report
Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

manteetreas@gmail.com

Bank balances for both checking and money market are $ 18348.46 as
of December 17, 2021, which balances with the bank.
There will be some additional expenses before the end of December.
The final list of Squadron sponsors is located elsewhere in this issue. I
want to offer a HUGE Thank You to our 2021 Sponsors.
Please consider becoming a Squadron sponsor for 2022. With our lower membership, we really
appreciate the additional revenue to maintain a balanced budget. As we are all aware, inflation
has returned, and our fixed costs are rising. Thank you!
I mentioned that the ship’s store would have a full-length zip hoodie for purchase and order at
the January meeting. The introductory price of $35.00 is good until the end of the meeting.
After that the price goes to the regular price of $40.00.
Please give us any suggestions for items you would like to have available for purchase.
At the last meeting Mike Stewart offered to embroider our logo onto your garment for
$10.00, that is $5.00 less than previously offered – see Sue about this if you are interested.
Weird English:
Minute and minute shouldn’t be spelled the same.
I’m not content with this content.
I object to that object.
I need to read what I read again.
Excuse me but there’s no excuse for this.
Someone should wind up this post and throw it in the wind!
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Nominations for Manatee Sail & Power Squadron for 2022
Commander						

Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN

Executive Officer					

Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP

Educational Officer					

Lt/C Matt Braatz, JN

Administrative Officer				

vacant

Secretary						

vacant

Treasurer						

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

EXCOM						

Bridge Members

member at large					

P/C Tony Romersa, P

member at large					

Chuck Whelan, SN

member at large					

P/C Larry Beverage, SN

Rules Committee
Chairman					

P/C George Nartsissov AP		

1 yr

Member						

P/C Don Tress, P			

2 yr

Member						

Lt Twila Nahama, SN		

3 yr

Chairman					

Lt Verne Walsh, AP			

1 yr

Member						

Juliette Whelan			

2y

Member						

vacant

Auditing Committee

Nominating Committee
Chairman				

		

P/C Nadene Cornell, S		

1 yr

Member						

P/C Tony Romersa , P		

2 yr

Member						

vacant

Per Section 9.3 of Article 9 - The annual meeting shall be held in the month of February at such time and
place the Executive Committee may designate, at which time an election of officers and members of elective
committees, including the chairmen thereof, shall be held. Written notice of the annual meeting, containing a list
of all active members nominated by the Nominating Committee for election to positions within this squadron, shall
be sent to each active member by the secretary, in such manner as determined by the Executive Committee, at
least 30 days prior to such meeting.
Since there are a number of vacant slots on the Nominating Committee’s slate, it is relevant to share ARTICLE 11
Nominations, Elections and Voting Section 11.1 Candidates for elective positions to be voted on at the annual meeting may be nominated (1) by the Nominating Committee as here in provided or (2) by petition in writing signed by
at least five active members in good standing and filed with the secretary at least 15 days before the date of the
election.
Presently the Annual Meeting is scheduled to be held at our General Membership meeting on February 1, 2022.
The meeting would be suspended as has been our practice and the Annual Meeting would be held for the purpose of
conducting the Election per the By Laws.
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Fall Getaway Cruise
The term getaway can mean many things to different
people. I think of Bonnie and Clyde’s getaway car. A pair
of criminals who embarked upon a series of crimes who
eventually were gunned down in their getaway car. It’s
hard to say if there are any nefarious characters on
the lam amongst the MSPS Fall Getaway participants,
however, using boats to getaway down south was definitely
the plan. Five of the participating boats - Gypsies in the
Palace operated by the Gees, First Choice operated by
the Whelans, You Can’t Take It With You operated by the
Bratzz, Beverages Aboard operated by the Beverages,
and Going Places operated by Kondos - left on Thursday, 4
November and went straight to South Seas Resort Marina
because of impending bad weather. It was a good call, as
the weather was good for the first leg so the mariners took
the outside keys path to Captiva Island without any issues.
As expected, the next day was marked by rain. Lots of it.
However, the getaway gang were able to squeeze in a cookout at the marina with access to an
indoor banquet room. Larry’s very strict grilled burger routine, one that would make Gordon
Ramsay break down and cry, produced delicious burgers and sides awaited the traveling MSPS
contingent as well as members from the San Carlos sail and power squadron, St Petersburg sail
and power squadron and Sanibel-Captiva
sail and power squadron. The club
invited Brit Miller as a guest down from
Treasure Island to join in the festivities.
The next day included a visit to the
unique Green Flash restaurant for lunch
via a caravan of golf carts that were
rented by the group. Unique in that the
ladies are greeted by a male mannequin
in the bathroom and the gents are
treated to a one way mirror looking over
the bar. To top it off, the gang stopped
at the iconic Bubble Room for a slice
of white christmas cake that lasted
for three days because of its size and
richness. However, on return to the
marina it became quite obvious that Myles and Larry’s boats were dead smack in the middle of
the seabirds’ flight path to the palm trees. Obvious in that the bows of both boats took the
brunt of the birds um, dirty deeds, crimes committed from above. Let’s just say the hoses were
left in place and brushes were at the ready.
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Another golf cart parade launched out for
breakfast at RC Otters where Brit joined the
MSPS group. We learned that Brit has been
coming there for over 30 years and had his
60th birthday party there. After a delicious
breakfast, a visit to the Chapel-by-the-Sea
and a stroll through the cemetery shed light
on Captiva’s past for the group. An evening at
Doc Ford’s catching up with Al and Fran Lima
and John and Susan Tokarz from the St Pete
Sail & Power Squadron, who were also staying
at South Seas Resort Marina, capped off a
wonderful stay at Captiva.
A nice and smooth trip to Ft Myers Beach
was enjoyed by the boaters as Pink Shell Resort Marina was their next destination. After boat
cleaning and check-ins, a fantastic sunset and a nice dinner at the resort’s Raes Italian was
enjoyed by the getaway gang. The swimming pool and beach walks were the activities of choice
outside, of course, the gang’s favorite gig, going out to eat. A trolley ride to The Whale restaurant the next day offered a new destination change-up. Terri Kondos joined the group after
taking a flight to Ft. Myers on Veterans Day, and was therefore able to join the group for dinner at Matanzas On the Bay where they met up with Sam & Millie Bonilla from Ft. Myers Power
Squadron. The company was delightful and the food was great. Sam & Millie provided rides back
to the marina for those who decided not to walk back. This would be the end of Glen and Terri’s participation in the Fall Getaway trip as they stuck to the original plan of heading to Marco
Island and then on to Key West. However, the MSPS Fall Getaway trip was far from being over,
as the group stayed a few more days at Pink Shell Resort Marina and returned to the scene
of the crime at South Seas Resort Marina. A visit to the iconic Bubble Room and Green Flash
restaurant as well as some more cookouts rounded off a fantastic trip and an entirely successful getaway for all.

Photo by Myles Gee
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Photo by Myles Gee

Destinations:
South Seas Island Resort Marina
Pink Shell Resort Marina

Page 10

Christmas Cruise to Marina Jacks
You can count on Santa coming every year on his
sled from the North Pole. Not to be out done
by Santa, the MSPS boaters can be counted on
to embark on their yearly Christmas Cruise pilgrimage to Marina Jacks in Sarasota. Arrayed
with holiday decorations - Gypsies in the Palace
operated by the Gees, First Choice operated by
the Whelans, You Can’t Take It With You operated by the Bratzz, Going Places operated by
Kondos, Rhumb Line operated by the Millers and
Wasn’t Me operated by the Healeys - left on 2
December via the ICW to Marina Jacks. Myles
and Kathy Gee were the port captains for this
festive outing which included visits for breakfast at Rise and Nye’s, dinners at Marina Jacks and Caragiulos Italian Restaurant, and lunch at
Patrick’s 1481.
Lunch at Patricks was enjoyed by 33 MSPS members to include Myles and Kathy Gee, Sue
Agruso, Dean and Nancy May, Phil and Myra
Dasher, Brian and Gaila Healey, Ed and Pat
Van Stedum, Roland and Ingrid Seidel, Ed
and Donnia Smith, Tom and Barbara Brown,
Matt and Sandi Braatz, Chuck and Juliette
Whelan, Ron and Debra Hartwell, Glen Kondos, Larry and Yvonne Beverage, John and
Verne Walsh, John D’Alusio, and Bob and
Monique Gutierrez.

Photos by Glen Kondos

Page 11

Marina Jacks is a fantastic marina with well kept floating docks and modern facilities. A nice
canopy area at the marina was the perfect location for the daily coffee and WOD events.
Dolphins regularly patrol the basin and it’s
common to hear musicians play music at
the nearby park. Weather was fantastic,
albeit there were some chilly nights. A stroll
through the Sarasota Farmers Market and a
festive Christmas parade along Main Street
capped off a festive trip. However, the final
evening was truly a highlight with the MSPS
Annual Christmas Cruise Ugliest Garment
contest. Seeing that the contest criteria was
based on ugliest look, this year Glen Kondos
easily won the contest, sporting a shirt
plastered with pictures of Myles Gee on it. Myles was a great sport about it and agreed there
was really no doubt about the winner, though everyone was fabulously decked out in their
ugliest, but very festive best.

Photo by Kathy Gee
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CAHOOTS

Did You Know that the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron Has Its Very Own Band?
That’s right! The local Bradenton-based Cahoots band and MSPS are closely linked. The band
has several squadron members in it including: P/1st Lt Dean May, SN (band leader, guitarist,
vocal), P/Lt Nancy Alayon-May, S (congas, percussion, vocal), Brad Gray, S (sound tech and
former bass player and vocal).
Dean and Nancy have had several bands in Maryland, Washington, D.C., and Virginia over
the years and, when they moved permanently to Florida nearly six years ago, they joined MSPS
and started up a new band drawing on local talent. The band plays classic rock, blues, and funk
(think Motown / soul) tunes mostly from the 60s and 70s in various venues from Venice to
Tampa but mostly right here in the Bradenton area. We were also privileged to be invited to
play at the USPS District 22 Fall Conference in Punta Gorda – what a treat! The band line up is
rounded out with local musicians George (drums and vocal), John (sax, flute, keys and vocal), and
Rick (bass).
The Cahoots band has a band websitewww.cahootsmusic.com where you can submit
your email address to receive a bi-monthly
newsletter, cleverly entitled “In Cahoots”,
to keep informed on when and where we will
be playing. Or you can just go to the website
anytime to find out when the next shows will
be. We also have a Facebook page – www.
facebook.com/TheCahootsBand/ that you
can “Like” and “Follow” to keep apprised of
upcoming shows.
Photo by Glen Kondos

Finally, I would like to let you know about, and highlight, a special charity event that
Cahoots will be playing at the end of January 2022. It is called the Palmetto Classic Car Show,
sponsored by the Tanya Clavey Memorial Foundation, which is a fund-raising event for the
Foundation to support scholarships for students to attend local police academies. The event
takes place from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at Sutton Park in Palmetto on Saturday, 29 January
2022. In addition to Cahoots playing at the show, there will be a whole bunch of cool classic
cars, venders, food etc. More information about the show and the charity Foundation can be
found at the following website: (9) Palmetto Classic Car Show | Facebook , or just go to our
Facebook page where I have a post about the show.
The Cahoots shows are a great opportunity to pull together a few squadron members and
other friends for a fun night out of camaraderie, food, drinks, dancing, and generally carrying
on with MSPS’s very own band – Cahoots! Our motto? “Keep on Rockin’ “.
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MSPS Christmas Party
12 Dec 2021 at the Bradenton Yacht Club

Photos by Glen Kondos
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Photos by Glen Kondos

December General Meeting

IN THE PLANNING STAGES: A “New Moon Darkest Hour is Just Before Dawn Welcome to May
Raft-up” at “The Cross” on the Manatee River in the cove at DeSoto National Park the weekend
of April 30 - May 1.
This event is open to ALL vessels, large, small and in-between, including dinks, PWCs, kayaks and
SUPs.
SATURDAY
0930 hours - All Hanz On Deck arrives to anchor the raft-up area
1000-1200 hours - Boaters planning to anchor overnight arrive
1200 - ???? hours - Dayboats arrive
1400 hours - On-Board Scavenger Hunt (perhaps the Squadron can offer up a couple cash prizes
- 50 and 25 bucks)
1628 hours - Toast to the New Moon
SUNDAY
0900 hours - Overnight boaters mark arrival of the Merry Merry Month of May with a BYO
Bloody Mary or Whatever Toast
1200 hours - Raft-up break-up
All food/beverage on your own.
For further information contact Don Hanzlik.
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MSPS EVENT CALENDAR
Tuesday, January 4, 2022
7:00pm - General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, January 11
5:45pm - Sunset Toast

Thursday, January 13
10:00am - Manatee Viewing and Lunch

February 19-27
USPS Annual Meeting

February 26 - March 5
District Cruise

Tuesday, March 1, 2022
5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting

Sunday, January 16
9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch

January 17-20
Marina Jacks Cruise

Tuesday, January 25
5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting

Cahoots Band
Happenings
January 2022

Thursday, January 27
5:00pm - New Member Orientation

Tuesday, February 1, 2022
7:00pm - General Membership Meeting

Wednesday, February 2
USPS Founders Day

Saturday, February 5
4:00pm - MSPS Change of Watch

Tuesday, February 8
6:00 pm - Sunset Toast
Saturday, February 12
ABC Class
Sunday, February 13
9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch

MSPS’s very own band, Cahoots, has the
following shows coming up this month:
15 January 2022
6 pm to 10 pm
Riviera Dunes Dockside Bar and Grill
102 Riviera Dunes Way
Palmetto, Florida 34221
29 January 2022
10 am to 2 pm
Palmetto Classic Car Show at Sutton Park
1036 6th St. W.
Palmetto, Florida 34221
Details at www.cahootsmusic.com/shows .
Get some squadron members and friends
together - come out and have some fun!
For additional information about these
and other activities, please visit the
Calendar Section of the MSPS website.
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Boating Events Calendar
Date(s)

Location

Port Captain

January
17-20

Marina Jacks

Gee

March
6

Poker Run

Mertz

11-20

Spring Getaway

11-13

St. Pete Municipal

Hartwell

14-16

Marker 1

Braatz

17-20

Treasure Island

Whelan

April
21-24

Margorie Park

Beverage

30-1 May

Manatee River Raft-up

Hanzlik

June
9-12

Venice Yacht Club

Mertz

July
2-5

Twin Dolphin

Gee

August
4-7

Vinoy

Hartwell

September
22-25

Longboat Key

Braatz

Full listing is on the MSPS Website Calendar
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2022 Spring Conference
Friday, 1 April
am - Squadron Officer Meeting

/

pm - District Council Meeting

Saturday, 2 April:
Roundtables - Member Luncheon - District Conference Meeting

Change of Watch
Thank You D/C Cliff and Welcome D/C Gene
Hotel Info:

Four Points Sheraton – 941-637-6770
$109.00 + $20.00 resort fee + taxes (normal senior rate - $224)
Breakfast normally about $10.00 - cutoff date 3/11

Make reservation directly with Punta Gorda hotel to get special rate.
-----------------

Springhill Suites by Marriott – 941-347-4224
$139.00 + taxes (normal senior rate - $239)

- includes breakfast - cutoff date 3/11

Link to book your room online: Book your group rate for America's Boating Club
Rates are good for one day prior and a day after the conference dates
*Must book for 2 nights and state United States Power Squadrons for these rates*
If you have any issue making reservations,
please contact Myles Gee at 941-518-2475 to resolve the issue
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America’s Boating Compass December 2021

How civil twilight and nautical twilight differ
When it comes to navigation, you know general terms such as sunrise, sunset and twilight, but how
familiar are you with civil twilight and nautical twilight?
When traveling by boat around the clock—out of sight of land with an unobstructed horizon—you get to
observe (in clear weather) the true rising and setting of the sun. The actual time of sunrise and sunset
are the time when the upper edge of the sun’s disc lies on the unobstructed horizon. The exact time
at which you observe this phenomenon depends on many factors, including atmospheric conditions, your
elevation, sea conditions, and when on land, the terrain you look over.
When observing sunrise and sunset at sea, you notice that the sky has already brightened before
the sun rises, and brightness continues after the sun sets. Twilight is the period between sunset and
darkness and between darkness and sunrise when some outdoor activities can continue for a limited time
without artificial light.
In marine navigation we use two periods of twilight: civil twilight and nautical twilight. Civil twilight
begins in the morning or ends in the evening when the center of the sun lies 6 degrees below the
horizon. During this period you can perform ordinary outdoor activities without artificial illumination.
Nautical twilight begins in the morning or ends in the evening when the center of the sun lies 12 degrees
below the horizon. During this time (and in the absence of other illumination), general outlines of
objects may be distinguishable, but outdoor operations aren’t possible.
A third defined period of twilight (not generally used), astronomical twilight, is the period beginning
in the morning and ending in the evening when the sun lies 18 degrees below the horizon. Before
astronomical twilight begins in the morning and ends in the evening, the sky has no illumination from
the sun, making objects practically imperceptible. To learn how you can use the sun and stars in marine
navigation, take Offshore Navigation and Celestial Navigation. –Tom Dailey

Copyright © 2022 America’s Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America’s Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
Support our many community activities like “Just for Girls” and
Boating Safety events.
Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while
offering more fun activities to our members.
Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our
members can participate in these fun activities.
Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for
this year at the level that is right for you.
Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25
Donations can be given to our Treasurer Tom Mertz. Please make
checks out to MSPS. Your donation is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2022 Squadron Sponsors Program
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
Squadron sponsor roster as of
12/19/2021
Admiral:			

$25.00 per person

Agruso, Jim & Susan
Braatz, Matt & Sandi
Brown, Tom
Cornell, Ed & Nadine
Gee, Myles & Kathy
Gutierrez, Bob & Monique
Kondos, Glen & Terri
May, Dean & Nancy
Mertz, Tom & Jan
Miller, Bob & Jeanne
Walsh, Verne
Whelan, Chuck & Juliette

Commodore:

$20.00 per person

Capsavage, John & Pat
D’Alusio, John
Romersa, Tony & Linda

Captain:			

$15.00 per person

Seaman:			

$10.00 per person
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Upcoming Event Information

SUNSET CELEBRATION - 11 Jan. at 1745 hrs.
Hi folks,
Our next Sunset Celebration is January 11th. Join
us at the Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before
Sunset at 5:45 pm.
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset
spirit… and enjoy the spirits.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Breakfast Munch Brunch
D’s Breakfast and Burgers
		
D’s Breakfast and Burgers is centrally located
		

on the historical Palmetto Main Street.
The address is 423 10th Avenue W in Palmetto, Fl 34221.
The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a
time we can all get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our
squadron friends in a relaxed atmosphere.
We are moving to this location which is just off the Green Bridge (8 Avenue) and is easy
to get to from all directions. The menu includes special three egg omelets, pancakes,
homemade biscuits and gravy, and even mimosas for those wishing to spice up their
morning.
See you there and bring your appetite. You won’t be disappointed.
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!!!
Well here we all are with the beginning of a new year. Hope you all had a wonderful celebration
of Christmas and are ready to start 2022.
A bit of news: follow-up of our member Ann Nartsissov, P who suffered a stroke mid-October.
She is rebounding slowly but steadily. Keep her in your prayers for continued progress.
P/C Matt Braatz, AP suffered a fall mid-December requiring hip and wrist surgery. We all are
praying for a speedy recovery.
January 4th meeting, snacks will be provided by :

Monique Gutierrez, S
Lt Debra Hartwell, S

*** Fun event for the February 1st meeting will be the 2nd Annual Chili Cookoff
Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone would like a little
sunshine sent their way.

January’s Birthdays
Judi Hanzlik
Tina Evans

1

Ron Carford 25

Francine Xinos 1

Jim Geiges 25

Mary Ann Renzi 6

Sandy Druist 26

Michael Stewart 13

Terri Kondos 26

Susan Highfill 19

Michael McClintic 27

Larry Beverage 22

Becky Gaylord 29

Susan Agruso 25

Ed Cornell 31
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Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines. Their needs are year round. The Bay Pines
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice,
and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support
these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
We will have a donation box at each meeting, and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find a place
in your heart this month for these needy veterans.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education

Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members, and a national audience through our
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad
in two issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing,
and other information.]
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Our Next General Meeting
04 January 2022
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

www.manatee-squadron.org
941-799-7370
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