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Editor:  P/Lt C Jim Agruso, P  
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   noted 

Proof Reader: Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP 

  

The Helm Station is the official publica-
tion of the Manatee Sail & Power Squad-
ron with twelve issues yearly.  Opinions 
expressed in The Helm Station  are those 
of the author of the article and do not 
necessarily represent the position of The 
Helm Station, MSPS, or USPS.  All rights 
reserved. 

Commander’s Message                      

Cdr Tony Romersa, P                                    cdr@manatee-squadron.org 

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends. 

As you read this, Linda and I 

are defrosting from a family 

visit to the Frozen Tundra of 

Wisconsin. We have not seen the whole family for a 

few years and Linda’s brother does a Thanksgiving 

Feast for all 30 plus of us. 

This coming month will be busy with the Marina 

Jack Holiday Cruise and lunch on Saturday the 4
th
, 

to which all are invited by boat or car. The General 

Membership Meeting will be on the 7
th
 where we 

will introduce the new slate of Officers for 2022. 

On the 9
th 

 we will again support the annual Boys & 

Girls Club Christmas Tree Sale. Please sign up if 

you have not already. The Squadron Holiday Party 

at the Bradenton Yacht Club is just a few days later 

on the 12
th
. Of course, we will still have the Sunset 

Toast (14
th
) and breakfast Munch Brunch on the 

19
th
.  

Make your reservations for your Squadron’s 2022 

Change of Watch dinner on February 5
th
. See the 

flyer and reservation form later in the Helms Sta-

tion. 

Well, I guess I had better end now as I have a few 
things to explain to Santa before he makes up his 
lists, except to wish you and your whole family a 
wonderful and safe Holiday Season. 
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Executive Officer 

Lt/C Larry C. Beverage, SN            xo@manatee-squadron.org 

Happy Holidays! 

Just got home from a two-week boat cruise with fellow MSPS members.  The itinerary for 
the fall getaway cruise was changed a few times due to circumstances beyond our control, 
but we had a great time.  Looking forward to the next cruise to Marina Jack in December.   

The executive department is a little slow at this time of year.  Just a couple of things, 
don’t forget to sign- up for the Change of Watch in February.  I also encourage all mem-
bers to attend the December 7th membership meeting and bring a 
friend/potential member.  It is a great time to find out what the 
squadron is doing and to share fellowship with members during the 
Holiday Season.  The goodie table is always spectacular at the 
Holidays. 

Finally, the Boys and Girls Club Christmas tree sale is December 9 
with shift 1 - 5:00PM to 7:00PM or shift 2 - 7:00PM to 9:00PM.  
This is the biggest fund raiser for the Boys and Girls Club of the 
year.  Join us for this community event.  If you’re unable to com-
mit to a full shift, stop by the tree lot to greet your fellow mem-
bers and enjoy a holiday cookie.   This is a community service 
event as well as time to enjoy Holiday stories with fellow members.  The sign-up sheet will 
be at the December meeting, or you may contact me to volunteer.  If you previously signed 
up, no need to do anything else but show up on December 9.  The tree lot location is just 
west of the Publix in the Westgate shopping center at 41st St West on Manatee Avenue. 

!  

 

We wish everyone a Healthy, Happy Holiday Season 

 and New Year!! 

Larry & Yvonne 
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP    ao@manatee-squadron.org 

Happy Holidays everyone!  

Lots happening in December.  We start the month with the annual 
C&R (cruise and rendezvous) to Marina Jack in Sarasota December 3

-5.  Even if you are not going by boat, hope to see you at Saturday’s lunch at Patricks 1481.  
The following weekend is our annual Holiday Party.  The fun begins at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
December 12 at the Bradenton Yacht Club.  Reservation deadline is December 3.   Be sure 
to bring a donation for the vets at Bay Pines. 

Our Social Events Committee has six new volunteers.  In addition to co-chairs Debra Hart-
well and Monique Gutierrez, committee members include Nadene Cornell, Pat Gray, Twila 
Nahama, Judi Hanzlik, Linda Romersa, and Kathy Gee.  They are already hard at work plan-
ning several events in the New Year.   

In January we are going to see the Manatees in Ruskin followed by lunch.   Who makes the 
best chili?  We’ll find out at the Chili Cookoff prior to the General Membership Meeting on 
February 1, 2022.  Look for the email announcements for these and other events.  Sign-up 
sheets will be out at the general membership meetings. 

Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season! 

 

 

Happening this month: 

21 December – Winter Solstice in the Northern Hemisphere – the first day of winter and 
the day of the year with the fewest number of daylight hours. 

 
24 December  - In 1968 the photograph Earthrise was taken by  
astronaut Bill Anders aboard Apollo 8, the first crewed  
spacecraft to orbit the moon.  
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Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN           seo@manatee-squadron.org 

Education Department             

  

Howdy, 

Another month has left us, hoping all of you had a happy 
Thanksgiving.  

I am writing this article from our boat Gypsies in the Palace at Ft. Myers Beach 
the Pink Shell Resort. Happy to say that even though the weather is cool we 
were able to navigate the 112 miles south with no problems thanks to all my in-
structors that spent hours teaching and honing my navigational tools. Kudos to 
you. 

At our next meeting per your request, we will be holding a “USING GPS” semi-
nar: “This seminar explains the principles of waypoint navigation and shows you 
how to relate the GPS to your charts. The seminar also shows you how to oper-
ate your GPS - what the buttons do, what the screens show, and how to access 
the functions you need. You'll also get some tips for choosing a GPS if you don't 
currently own one.” 

The cost for this seminar is nothing unless you want to have it included on your 
educational record, then the seminar will cost you $10.00. The seminar will be 
held at the Elks Lodge Tuesday December 7 at 5pm/1700. We sure hope to see 
several of you at the seminar; also, please let myself or Matt Braatz know what 
seminars you would like to take. 
 
Kathy and I would like to wish all of you a great holiday season. Thank you for 
being our friends. 

YHGLSEO, myles 



Page 6    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

Treasurer 

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP             manateetreas@gmail.com 

December Treasurer’s Report 

 

The bank balance for both checking and money market are $18,009.86 at the 
end of October. This balances with the bank and all bills are paid.  

October ended with a positive cash flow of $ 323.60. Looking good! However 
-----This positive cash flow may be a little misleading. National pays us 

monthly for the squadron part of our total dues. Typically, this payment arrives in our checking ac-
count at the beginning of the month. We received September’s dues payment in the beginning of Oc-
tober as usual. For some reason, October’s dues payments were made in the end October. So, Novem-
ber may not look so good unless National pays November’s dues in November. It isn’t a problem except 
for the monthly cash flow report. 
 

Twelve Commandments for Seniors 

#1 Talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice. 

#2 “In Style” are the clothes that still fit. 

#3 You don’t need anger management. You need people to stop making you angry. 

#4 Your people skills are just fine. It’s your tolerance for idiots that needs work! 

#5 The biggest lie you tell yourself is, “I don’t need to write that down, I’ll remember it.” 

#6 “On time” is when you get there. 

#7 Even duct tape can’t fix stupid – but it sure does muffle the sound. 

#8 It would be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes, then come out 
wrinkle – free and three sizes smaller. 

#9 Lately, you’ve noticed people your age look so much older than you. 

#10 Growing old should have taken longer. 

#11 Aging has slowed you down, but is hasn’t shut you up. 

#12 You still haven’t learned to act your age and hope you never will. 

And one more: “One for the road” means a trip to the bathroom before leaving home! 

Christmas time is GREAT! You can announce – “Don’t come in here” and people will assume you’re 
wrapping their presents, instead of just wanting to be left alone! 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, Tom 
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MSPS conducted a survey of members during the month of October 2021.  
The survey contained: 

 

 

This symbol is shown for members’ comments. 

 

 

This symbol indicates a member’s specific suggestion. 

 

Based on the data, it is clear we like to eat.  Also, many of our members would 
like to have more day boating activities to accommodate those who cannot 
stay overnight.  And several people offered suggestions on how we can liven 
up our meetings and attract more attendees. 

As one member pointed out, MSPS must take steps to attract new members,  
A current member reminded us of the importance of reaching out to our 
members who no longer have a boat and welcoming them aboard members’ 
boats so they can still enjoy the thrill and the calm of being on the water. 

Read on, consider the responses, and please send your thoughts and ideas to 
me so I can share them with the rest of our members. 

Susan 

•  9 multiple-choice questions 

•  4 areas for written comments 

37 completed surveys were returned .  If we take into account that several returned sur-
veys represented multiple members in a family, we can estimate a return rate of about  
33%.   

The following slides summarize the results of the survey.  The number of responses on 
each slide may not add up to 37 since some people marked more than one response or 
left a response blank.  

As you review the data, you will see the two symbols shown below: 

The MSPS SurveyThe MSPS Survey  
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The MSPS SurveyThe MSPS Survey  
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The MSPS SurveyThe MSPS Survey  
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The MSPS SurveyThe MSPS Survey  



Page 11    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

 

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

2021 Squadron Sponsors Program 

  

 

Support our many community activities like Just for Girls and Boating Safety 

events. 

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while offering more fun 

activities to our members. 

 

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our members can    

participate in these fun activities. 

 

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for this year 

at the level that is right for you.  

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25  

 

Donations can be given to our Treasurer Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to 

MSPS. Your donation is tax deductible.  

 

Thank you for supporting the  

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

2021 Squadron Sponsors Program 
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 

Squadron sponsor roster as of 10/16/2021 
 

Admiral:   $25.00 per person 
Agruso, Jim & Susan 

Braatz, Matt & Sandi 

Brown, Tom 

Gee, Myles & Kathy 

Gutierrez, Bob & Monique 

Kondos, Glen & Terri 

May, Dean & Nancy 

Mertz, Tom & Jan 

Miller, Bob & Jeanne 

Walsh, Verne 

Whelan, Chuck & Juliette 

 

Commodore: $20.00 per person 
Capsavage, John & Pat 

D’Alusio, John 
Romersa, Tony & Linda 

Captain:   $15.00 per person 

Seaman:   $10.00 per person 
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Historic River Cruise & Rendezvous 

October 19~26, 2021 

 

Ed Smith retired from the sugar industry in Flori-
da after over 20 years of service. Sugar runs 
through his veins so to speak. With Florida’s sugar 
industry centered around Lake Okeechobee, Ed 
believed he had a “sweet” idea for a boat trip. Ca-
tering to smaller boats 
and those without 
boats, Ed devised a trip 
with everyone in mind. 
While focusing himself 
on finding restaurants, 
tours and accommoda-

tions near marinas, Ed elicited the nautical experience of fellow MSPS mem-
ber, Tom Mertz, to devise the on-water portion of the trip. However, if you 
ask Tom, this trip was all organized by Ed. The Historic River Cruise & Ren-
dezvous would mainly be made up of a cruise along the Okeechobee Water-
way via the Caloosahatchee River across Lake Okeechobee and on to Stuart 
with a stopover at Clewiston. Donnia Smith provided support to the boaters 
by driving to each port along the way, offering transportation once docked. 

Although disappointed in the boater turnout for the trip, Captain Ed 
Smith was not deterred as he set off with First Mate Bob Miller on Katie 
Lee and Captain Tom Mertz with First Mate Glen Kondos on Navigator, 
embarking on the trip on a beautiful boating day from Riviera Dunes Mari-
na. The southbound leg on the ICW proved to be an easy ride until it be-
gan to pick up with a moderate chop at Charlotte Harbor and the misera-
ble mile as heavy cross currents and some winds picked up. However, Katie 
Lee stuck close to Navigator's wake and fared just fine. After refueling, 
our sailors tucked into their slips at Legacy Harbour Marina. Dinner on 
the first evening was at Ford’s Garage in downtown Ft Myers as Ed 
hooked up with a former co-worker and current botanist for a large Hor-
ticulture Nursery on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River near Alvin, 
Florida. His company produces over 70,000 mums, hibiscus and other 
plants they sell to  wholesalers. It was fascinating talking about that in-
dustry. 

As we started along the Okeechobee Waterway the next day, of 
course the main highlight was going through locks, something Ed 
and Glen haven’t done before. As we approached the locks and ra-
dioed in for eastward passage, we were told to don PFDs and in-
structed which wall to proceed to and after grabbing supplied 
lines from the lock on the bow and stern, we made our way 
through the four locks encountered on the way to Clewiston which 
ranged from a two to four feet change in elevation.  
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Tom noted what was unique with the Okeechobee Waterway locks is that 
they only open about two feet slowly letting the water pass - not the same 
experience he had doing the Great Loop. On our approach to one of the 
locks, the lock keeper requested that we wait aside as a commercial tugboat 
with barge in tow had priority. Preparing for the locks proved to be a bit 
more challenging for Glen as it required implementing a clove hitch on the 
railing to put out the fenders, something Glen hasn’t needed to do before. 
After failing miserably on the first three locks, with some of Tom’s mentorship, he finally had it down. 
It should be noted how beautiful the Caloosahatchee River is. On the northern side of the river the 
banks looked natural, however, the southern side looked more man made and is lined with beautiful 
homes and large boats. Stunning indeed. 

As we were making our way to Clewiston, Ed was called to perform his magic as he was notified that 
the originally planned Sugar & Citrus Heritage and Agricultural Tour had to be cancelled because their 
15 passenger bus had broken down. With Ed’s former background as the HR manager for Florida Crys-
tal, he went to work to find a solution. Using his contacts with The Sugar Cane League, Ed arranged a 
sugar production tour that included a lunch and goody bag on a limousine bus. For free. All while motor-
ing down the Caloosahatchee River. 

The Roland Martin Marina in Clewiston was the next designation and our 
port for a couple of days. After cleaning the boats, the boaters met up 
with fellow MSPS members Donnia Smith, John and Verne Walsh, Twila 
Nahama at the famous Scotty’s Tiki Bar 
for drinks and dinner with some of Ed’s 
past co-workers from Florida Crystal. As 

an added treat, the Florida Crystal contingent brought goody bags for 
all the MSPS members present. 

It has to be highlighted what an asset it is having Tom Mertz with us. 
Always eager to give a hand, leveraging his master electrician background to help anyone in need. While 
docked in Clewiston, Tom improved the electrical charging component on Katie Lee and helped secure 
the chartplotter. As other transient vessels pulled in with electrical issues, Tom was always there to 
troubleshoot and offer a solution. It left an impression with the other boaters as we sported the 
MSPS burgee. 

The time finally came for the highlight of the trip. An insider tour put on by 
US Sugar on how sugar is made. As our limousine bus pulled up to Roland 
Martin Marina, a larger MSPS contingent consisting of Ed and Donnia Smith, 
Tom Mertz, Glen Kondos, John and Verne Walsh, Jim and Susan Agruso, 
Twila Nahama, Bob Miller, Brad and Pat Gray, and guests Eric and June Zue-

lhsdorf stepped onto the bus for the tour. Immediately the group was struck by the sheer vastness of 
acreage full of sugar cane. As the bus made its rounds through the various components of sugar pro-
duction, we learned that every part of the sugar cane was used in making the operation self-sufficient 
right down to the burning of bagasse, the dry pulpy residue left after the extraction of juice from sugar 

cane, to provide the fuel for the generators. We witnessed earth movers moving 
raw sugar in huge storage buildings, and they had their own railroad system. Pow-
dered sugar is simply crystal sugar beaten to death with a  little cornstarch thrown 
in  and brown sugar is simply raw sugar with the molasses added back in. Learn-
ing about sugar manufacturing was incredibly interesting, however learning how 
multi-generational families in Clewiston work in the industry and the importance 
of sugar to Clewiston was eye opening. Our tour guide shared the motto of US 
Sugar  in saying what is good for Clewiston is good for US Sugar. 
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After a great time in Clewiston, it was time to continue on the boat 
trip. This was the end of the trip for Bob Miller as he returned home, 
and Ed’s friend Eric joined him on Katie Lee for the next leg. Navigator 
gained another sailor as John Walsh joined for the trip to Stuart. As 
the boats traveled down the St Lucie River going through three addi-
tional locks, it didn’t take long for John Walsh to pull out the paper 
charts and track our course. I suspect he had a hand bearing compass in 
his pocket as well. Donnia and Verne headed in their vehicles to meet up 

at Stuart and everyone met up for dinner at the Sailors Return restaurant where the boats had slips in 
the attached Sunset Bay Marina. 

 

Although this was a group of boaters, the party were apparently just as much 
motorheads as sailors, so they were enthralled by the Elliott Museum which 
hosted a treasure trove of classic cars and motorcycles. Our visit coincided 
with a car show in the parking lot as well. It was difficult to pry Ed Smith and 
Tom Mertz from the automated car elevator that showcased even more cars in 
a very unique and novel manner. A lovely lunch at the museum and a visit to the 

Clewiston Heritage Museum rounded out the educational phase of our day 
in Stuart. Now time for fun, nautical style, with a boat trip to Manatee 
Pocket, known for a very large group of yachts, with John and Verne 
Walsh, Ed and Donnia Smith, Eric Zuelhsdorf, and Glen Kondos riding on 
Tom Mertz’s Navigator boat. We were teasing Donnia that Ed was shop-
ping for a new boat that could accommodate a helicopter. Donnia confided 
with me that she just prefers some mums planted in the front yard in-
stead. Tom wanted Navigator to taste the water in the Atlantic Ocean 
and a quick trip out the St Lucie inlet scratched that itch. 

 

The beginning of the trip home brought a bit of anxiety for Ed and Eric as early on we experienced 
rain with some winds. However, the rain let up and we had a great trip back to Ft Myers. Stuart was 
the end of John Walsh’s stay on Navigator as he joined Verne to travel by land to the next stop on the 
boat course to Indiantown Marina for a delightful brunch at the historic Seminole Inn where our super 
support vehicle captained by Donnia ferried the boaters from the marina to the Seminole Inn. This was 
the end of the trip for both Donnia and the Walshes. We said our goodbyes and the boaters were off 
to Ft Myers.  Along the way, we helped a boat in distress which unbeknownst to them, had a line 
wrapped around their prop. MSPS to the rescue, as we alerted the brand new boater to the nature of 
their problem.  

 

At Legacy Harbour Marina in Ft Myers another visit to Ford's Garage for 
dinner capped off our Okeechobee Waterway trip. Thirteen locks and 400 
miles later, it was time to go home. The group left Ft Myers early to catch 
calm waters before the afternoon winds picked up. However, it turned out to 
be a fantastic boating day to include coming across a playful group of dol-
phins giving us a show. It can’t be said enough what an extremely enjoyable 
trip Ed Smith put on. He had every base covered and was well organized with 
delightful activities to enjoy every step of the way. Many thanks, Ed. 

Pix and Text by Glen K. 
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Pix of 

 the US Sugar tour 

October 21st  & more   

Pix by Sue A. 

Glen at the 

Helm of  

Tom’s Boat 
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General Meeting 

November 2nd 
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November 21,2021 
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Wednesday, December 1, 2021 

 8:00am - EXCOM Meeting 

Friday, December 3 ~ Sunday, December 5 

 Marina Jack 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 

 5:00pm - GPS Seminar 

7:00pm - General Membership Meeting 

Thursday, December 9, 2021 

Christmas Tree Sale—Boys and Girls Club 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 

 11:30am - Holiday Party - Bradenton Yacht Club 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

 5:30pm - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 

 9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch 

Tuesday, December 28, 2021 

 5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting 

 

Tuesday, January 4, 2022 

7:00pm - General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 

5:45pm - Sunset Toast 

Thursday, January 17~20, 2022 

 Marina Jacks 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 

9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch 

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting 

Thursday, January 27, 2022 

 5:00pm - New Member Orientation 

 

 
 

 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 

6:00pm - Chili Cookoff 

7:00pm - General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 

USPS Founders Day 

Saturday, February 5, 2022 

4:00pm - Change of Watch Manatee Sail and Power 
    Squadron 

Tuesday, February 8, 2022 

6:15pm - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, February 13, 2022 

9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch 

Saturday, February 19 ~ 27, 2022 

 USPS Annual Meeting 

Saturday, February 26 ~ March 5,  2022 

D22 Caribbean Cruise 

 

Tuesday, March 1, 2022 

5:00pm -  EXCOM Meeting 

Tuesday, March 7, 2022 

7:00pm - General Membership Meeting 

Friday, March 11 ~ Sunday, March 20, 2022 

 Spring Getaway 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 

6:30 - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, March 20, 2021 

2021 MSPS EVENT CALENDAR 

For additional information about 
these activities, please visit the  

Calendar Section of the  
MSPS website. 
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      2021 – 22 MSPS Boating Calendar 

Friday, December 3 
 Marina Jack 

Saturday, December 4 
 Marina Jack 

Sunday, December 5 
 Marina Jack 

 

 
 

Thursday, January  17, 2022 
 Marina Jacks 

Friday, January 18, 2022 
 Marina Jacks 

Saturday, January 19, 2022 
 Marina Jacks 

Sunday, January 20, 2022 
 Marina Jacks 

 

 

 

Friday, March 11, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 St Pete Muncipal 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 St Pete Muncipal 

 

Sunday, March 13, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 St Pete Muncipal 

Monday, March 14, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 St Pete Muncipal 

 Marker 1 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 Marker 1 

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 Marker 1 

Thursday, March 17, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 Marker 1 

 Treasure Island 

Friday, March 18, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 Treasure Island 

Saturday, March 19, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 Treasure Island 

Sunday, March 20, 2022 
 Spring Getaway 

 Treasure Island 
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron  

Change of Watch 2022 

Saturday, February 5th 2022 

 

Primo Ristorante 

8076 N. Tamiami Trl., Sarasota, Fl. (across from airport) 

 

Plated Dinner in private room.  

Choices: 

 Maryland Crab Cake- over fettuccini alfredo—$34.00 
 Chicken Parmigiano-over spaghetti marinara—$34.00 
 Lasagna Bolognese- homemade pasta with meat sauce—$34.00 
 

Includes: 

salad with house dressing, homemade bread, dessert 

(homemade spumoni ice cream), coffee, hot & iced tea, soda 

 

Cash bar 4pm – 5pm 

Dinner 5pm-6pm 

Change of Watch 6pm – 7pm 

     

 Reservations: Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 2022 Change of Watch 

Name/ Names: 

Crab Cake #                  Chicken #               Lasagna # 

Check Enclosed $                                         Payable to MSPS 

Please Mail To: Linda Romersa 4611 Blue Marlin Dr. Bradenton Fl. 34208 

No reservations or cancellations after January 21, 2022 - Please 
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March 6th 2022  
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America's Boating Compass September 2021  

Copyright © 2021 America's Boating Club, All rights reserved. 
 

America's Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA  

Boat battery care 
My boat’s safety depends on its batteries being able to start the diesel engine and run 
the boat’s systems and instruments. Proper boat battery care ensures that they’ll be 
ready when I need them. 

My boat has two batteries with a switch to turn on one battery, two or none. One is a 
starting (cranking) battery. The second is a deep cycle (marine) battery, which has less 
instant energy but thicker plates so it can withstand a number of discharge cycles. 

How batteries die 

If you take good care of your batteries, they should last you at least four years. Eighty 
percent of all battery failure is related to sulfation build-up, which occurs when sulfur 
molecules in the acid discharge onto the plates. When this happens, the lead plates 
become coated, and the battery dies. Here are a few things that can cause sulfation 
and shorten your battery’s life: 

• sitting too long 
• dirty or loose battery cables 
• storing without power 
• undercharging 
• letting the electrolyte level get too low, exposing the plates to air 
• sitting in extreme heat (over 100 degrees Fahrenheit) 
• cold weather, which slows down the chemical reaction and provides less energy 
• being drained without being charged (A short or running electrical equipment, 

such as an automatic bilge pump, could discharge a battery completely.)         
      (con’t on p. 25) 

https://www.crownbattery.com/news/cranking-battery-vs-deep-cycle-marine-battery
https://www.crownbattery.com/news/cranking-battery-vs-deep-cycle-marine-battery
https://boatingcompass.org/tips-for-boating-in-cold-weather/
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Copyright © 2021 America's Boating Club, All rights reserved. 
 

America's Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA  

Boat battery care 

 

Preserving your battery 

Battery charging is important. Energy must be put back, and the sooner, the better. 
Your engine’s alternator is a battery charger, but be aware that it can overcharge. 
While I tend to charge the batteries before taking the boat out, it would be wiser to 
charge them upon returning to the dock. This would leave the battery fully charged 
and ready for the next outing. 

Check your batteries’ age. (The month and year of manufacture should be printed on 
them.) You can check the specific gravity with a hydrometer and the output with a 
voltmeter. Compare these numbers to those recommended for your battery. 

If a new battery is in order, determine the type you need. Starting batteries should 
have the highest reserve capacity available. Deep cycle batteries should have the 
greatest amp hour rating available. 

Make sure that the battery type and size are appropriate for your boat and that the 
terminals match your boat’s cable hookup. 

Lastly, make sure to buy a fresh battery. Check the date to see how long it has been 
sitting on the shelf. –Rex Allen Holden 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Researched by Tony R. 
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Upcoming Event Information 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 
Sunday, December 19th at 9:30 am  

 

The Breakfast Munch Brunch meets on the third Sunday of every month and is a time we can all 
get together and enjoy a breakfast meal and fellowship with our squadron friends in a relaxed 
atmosphere.  
 
This location is just off the Green Bridge  (8th Avenue) and is easy to get 
to from all directions.  The menu includes special three egg omelets, pan-
cakes, homemade biscuits and gravy, and even Mimosas for those wishing to 
spice up their morning.        
 

See you there and bring your appetite.  You won’t be disappointed.        

 

      

 

 

Sunset Celebration — 14 Dec. at 1739. 

Our next Sunset Celebration is December 14. Join us at 
the Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 
5:39 pm.  
 
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit 
… and enjoy the spirits.   

New Location 
D’s Breakfast and Burgers 

423 10th Ave., Palmetto 
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Sunshine News & Thanks 

Lt Marty Spencer, P 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE  

 

Gosh, I can’t believe the end of the year, in just 4 ½ weeks, is almost over. Yikes, 
where have the days and months gone! I’m not sure about you all but for me time is go-
ing by much too fast. 

 

For the December 7th meeting snacks will be provided by :  

  P/C Nadene Cornell, S 

  Diana Nyman, P 

  Illene Tress 

 

For January 4th 2022, meeting snacks will be provided by : 

 Monique Gutierrez, S 

 Lt Debra Hartwell, S 

 

*** Fun event for the February 1st meeting will be the 2nd annual Chili Cookoff 

 

Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of anyone who would like a lit-
tle sunshine sent their way. 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful celebration of Christmas and best wishes for a great 2022!! 

mailto:mwspencer25@gmail.com
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Joseph Baliunas   12/11 

Claudia Hayes   12/11 

Louis Mariany   12/11 

Bob Hintze   12/17 

Bill Spencer  12/20 

Reina Leslie Mora-Blackwelder   12/23 

Diane Jeanne Miller   12/29 

Teresa Spiwak   12/29 

December’s Birthdays 
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Advertise! 

advertise@manatee-squadron.org 

We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a national audience through our 
website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified 
ad in 2 issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above. 

Support our Advertisers—They support us! 

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education 

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support 

As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year.  

Needed items include:  

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies 
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap 
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed  
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters    
  

We will have a donation box at each meeting and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find 
a place in your heart this month for these needy veterans.  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS 

 TO THE  NEXT GENERAL MEETING  

What’s that boat doing? 

It can be hard to tell in crowded harbors, shipping lanes, 
or foggy weather. With an Automatic Identification Sys-

tem (AIS), you’ll know what all commercial vessels and many private 
boats are doing—even before you can see them. 
 America’s Boating Club’s AIS Electronics for Boaters seminar can help 
you decide if AIS is right for you. You’ll discover how AIS works, how 
you can use it to navigate more safely, how AIS and radar differ, and 
how to integrate AIS with your current electronics. 
 Improve your ability to avoid a collision, take AIS Electronics for Boat-
ers today!  

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=9e5873497b&e=5a63c7e8e8
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=f6dc59676b&e=5a63c7e8e8
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=f6dc59676b&e=5a63c7e8e8
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Our Next General Meeting 

07 December 2021 

At 1900 
 
 

Palmetto Elks 
4611 4th Avenue E 

Palmetto, Florida 34220 
 
 

For directions please see our website: 

www.manatee-squadron.org 

 

The Helm Station—hs@manatee-squadron.org 


