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The Helm Station is the official publica-
tion of the Manatee Sail & Power Squad-
ron with twelve issues yearly.  Opinions 
expressed in The Helm Station  are those 
of the author of the article and do not 
necessarily represent the position of The 
Helm Station, MSPS, or USPS.  All rights 
reserved. 

Commander’s Message                      

Cdr Tony Romersa, P                                    cdr@manatee-squadron.org 

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends. 

I trust you are all having a 
great summer. I know it 
probably sounds strange, but 

I wish we would get some more rain (in the last 
30 days Bradenton’s rainfall is 23 % of average). 
So hopefully a little rain won’t affect our sum-
mer fun. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Dis-
trict 22 Fall C&R on November 5th to the 7th, at 
Captiva’s South Seas Island Resort. There will 
be a land Poker Run, the D22 Docktails Party, a 
cruise to Useppa Island, a BBQ dinner, and music 
Saturday night. Sounds like a fun weekend. 

I want to take a moment to remind us all of one 
of the great services your Squadron provides to 
the boating public, America’s Boating Course. We 
provide this course multiple times a year provid-
ing safe boating instruction to new or older 
boaters new to our area. If you are not directly 
involved it’s easy to not realize the time and ef-
fort your fellow Squadron Members commit to 
make each program a successful fun learning ex-
perience. On average each session involves 10 
members, who do everything from order class 
materials, to setting up the class room, to teach-
ing various segments thru out the day, and or-
dering and picking up the food for each student. 

While all who participate find it very rewarding, 
it is still a big commitment of time and effort on 
their part without which there would be no pro-
gram. So let us give all our folks in the Educa-
tional Department and the support volunteers a 
big Thank You for their ongoing work to bring 
this greatly beneficial program to our boating 
community.  

Tony 
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP    ao@manatee-squadron.org 

We celebrated the 24th Anniversary of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron with a lovely luncheon at the Bradenton Yacht Club on 
June 12.  Forty members attended and enjoyed good food in the 
company of friends.  Our Squadron became a unit of the United 
States Power Squadrons on May 17, 1997. 
 

Several boating excursions are planned during the summer 
months and into the fall.  Check the MSPS calendar on our 
website (manatee-squadron.org) for up-to-date information. 
Port Captains are listed, and you may contact them for more 
details. 

Don and Judi Hanzlik are the new co-chairs of the Member- 
ship Committee.  A big thank you goes out to them for taking 
on this important work.  

Our Squadron needs members to take on various roles to  
keep us ship shape.  The more people who are involved, the 
less work for any individual and the more time for planning  
exciting events.  If you would like to get more involved with  
the Squadron, talk to one of the Officers or Committee 
Chairs to learn how you can help.  Please consider becoming 
the Chair for Merit Marks (you’ll earn one, too).  If interested, contact Commander Tony 
Romersa.   
 
 

 

Happenings this month: 

On July 4th we will celebrate the 245th birthday of the United States of America.  The 
Continental Congress voted for Independence on July 2, 1776, and adopted the Declara-
tion of Independence two days later on July 4th.   The Declaration of Independence was 
actually signed on August 2, 1776.   

As it orbits around the Sun, the Earth will be at its farthest distance from the Sun on 
July 5, 2021.   The Earth will be closest to the Sun on January 4, 2022. 
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Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN           seo@manatee-squadron.org 

Education Department             

  

Howdy, 

I am writing this article from Michigan. Kathy and I are up here visit-
ing our children and grandchildren.  So far, we have experienced 85-
to-90-degree temperatures and now it is 64 out, too cold for me. 
 
Just like in Florida there has been an explosion of boat buying in the 

Great Lakes which means there are many new un-educated boaters out on the water 
ways. The local squadrons/clubs are busy teaching our public boating class, hopefully this 
will lesson accidents.  
 
Speaking of the America’s Boating Class our Chair Larry Beverage held another success-
ful class in June and there are plans for a class on July 31, so please get the word out to 
your friends and neighbors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The picture above is America’s Boating Club App, free to members and non-members. It 
is a must for boaters especially for your float plans, weather, references to navigational 
rules, lights, buoys, and it says above much more. 
 
As you are out boating this summer keep your eye to the sky for pop up storms, wear 
your life jacket and enjoy the beautiful waters in our area.  Be safe and have fun! 
 
YHGLSEO,  myles 
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Treasurer 

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP             manateetreas@gmail.com 

Hello everyone from the Treasurer’s desk. 

We had $263.46 more in income than expenses in May. June should look good 
with ABC classes back on schedule. 

The current balance for all accounts on May 30th is $16694.92 which reconciles with the bank and all 
bills are paid. We are on budget for the year. 

Please remember to use smile.amazon.com for all your Amazon purchases and designate Manatee 
Sail and Power Squadron as your charity.  

Please help support our squadron by participating in the Sponsor program.  

Until next month, stay safe and healthy, Tom 

 

Tiger Woods and Stevie Wonder were having drinks together in a bar.  

Stevie asks Tiger how his golf game is since the accident.  

Tiger replies that he has some stiffness in his back swing but overall, its good.  

Then he asks how Stevie’s singing career is going. 

Stevie says not too bad, but I really want to talk about my new golf clubs. 

Tiger is astonished and asks how a blind person can play golf? 

Stevie explains that his caddy gets him all set up and walks to where he should hit the ball, 
whistles and he hits the ball toward the whistle and then we do it again until I’m on the green. 
Putting is a challenge that we are working on. 

Tiger is astonished and offers to play a round. 

Stevie agrees but says he only plays for money because no one takes him seriously, $10,000 
per hole. 

Tiger agrees to that and asks “when would he like to play.” 

Stevie says “pick any night.” 
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General Meeting—June 1  

Pix by Glen K. 
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June 2, 2021  

 

COVID-19 brought many changes to our lives. The blossoming of Zoom meetings, the kitchen table as 
our workplace desk, and having to remember to bring a mask to buy groceries. To celebrate brighter 
times ahead, Tom Mertz proposed the Castaway Cruise, a boat trip with both seasoned cruisers and 
day boaters in mind. Tom Mertz and his son John, Bob & Jeannie Miller, Ed & Donnia Smith, Syd & 
Francine Xinos, Marc & Marlene Christman, and Terri & I took on the Castaway Cruise challenge.  

On a beautiful boating morning starting from the Riviera Dunes basin, four of the vessels, “Navigator,” 
“KatieLee,” “Sarum,” and “Going Places,” departed for the Venice Yacht Club, navigating through the 
ICW. Along the way, on the southern end of Anna Maria Island, the group picked up Bob & Jeannie Mil-
ler’s trawler, “Rhumb Line.” All the vessels safely docked at the Venice Yacht Club, and the entire party 
was pleasantly surprised that Tom arranged our stay without any dockage fees. The group enjoyed a 
lovely dinner in our own private room at The Crow’s Nest with a second story view of a spectacular sun-
set. 

Unfortunately, Day 2 saw the end of “Rhumb Line’s” journey with the Castaways, as Bob and Jeannie 
Miller had other engagements. However, for the rest of the Castaways more adventures were to come 
as they headed to Pink Shell Beach Marina at Fort Myers Beach with a crazy fun stop at Cabbage Key 
for lunch. Having made friends with and “influencing” the maitre’d, we enjoyed a big table in the shade.  
After a delicious lunch, and the chance to see gopher tortoises burrowing in the sand, the group de-
parted for Pink Shell Beach Resort where several enjoyed a refreshing dip in the resort pool and were 
then treated to another absolutely stunning sunset.  Ed and Donnia rolled out their abundance of 
snacks and bottles of rum to treat the group. 

Day 3 took the Castaways up the Caloosahatchee River to Legacy Harbour Marina. Tom’s impeccable 
timing again saved the day, as we beat the afternoon thunderstorm and were all fueled up and docked 
in our respective slip assignments before the rain began. A nice short walk to old downtown Fort Myers 
led the travelers to Izzy’s Fish & Oyster restaurant, where the ever optimistic Marc Christman willed 
it not to rain again and saved the team an hour wait for dinner by persuading the hosts to set us up al 
fresco on the sidewalk.   

Day 4 brought the Castaways back out of the Caloosahatchee River, escorted along their way by a cou-
ple of dolphins on their way to Captiva Island for lunch at The Green Flash. Tom did not disappoint in 
his preview of the restaurant, and as promised, the gents were able to stare out a one-way mirror and 
watch the bar patrons from the men’s bathroom!  Syd and Fran organized a side trip for several of the 
boaters - a stroll down to the Bubble Room Restaurant to see the elaborate Christmas and kitschy de-
cor. I believe there may have been cake involved.  When the Castaways arrived at Palm Harbor Marina, 
a manatee was enjoying the freshwater overflow from Navigator’s outboard flush. Quite the spectacle 
seeing that manatee roll around and dare I say showing off to the onlookers. 

All in all, a superb trip expertly organized and navigated to perfection by Tom Mertz. 

 

-Terri & Glen K. 
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Pix by Terri &  Glen 



Page 9    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

Pix by Terri & Glen K. 
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With thunderous clouds looming in the distance, there was no 
doubt we were in for a  beautiful sunset at Manatee Beach on An-
na Maria Island on 8 June, as members of the Manatee Sailing 
and Power Squadron held its Sunset Toast.  

 

John & Verne Walsh and Glen Kondos welcomed members from 
the Richmond, Virginia USPS, Mike & Rebecca Silvay. Mike & 
Rebecca are building a house in Parrish currently. Mike is on 
the executive committee at the Richmond USPS as its Educa-
tion Officer and teaches the ABC course there as well as a 
Vessel Safety Check official. We’re looking forward to seeing 
Mike & Rebecca in the near future. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~Glen K. 
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Pix by Glen K. 
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Pix by  Jim A. 
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

2021 Squadron Sponsors Program 

  

 

Support our many community activities like Just for Girls and Boating Safety 

events. 

Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while offering more fun 

activities to our members. 

 

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our members can    

participate in these fun activities. 

 

Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for this year 

at the level that is right for you.  

Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25  

 

Donations can be given to our Treasurer Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to 

MSPS. Your donation is tax deductible.  

 

Thank you for supporting the  

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

2021 Squadron Sponsors Program 
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 

Current Squadron Sponsor Roster  
 

 

Admiral:   $25.00 per person 
Agruso, Jim & Susan 

Gee, Myles & Kathy 

Kondos, Glen & Terri 

May, Dean & Nancy 

Mertz, Tom & Jan 

Walsh, Verne 

Whelan, Chuck & Juliette 

 

Commodore: $20.00 per person 
Capsavage, John & Pat 

D’Alusio, John 
Romersa, Tony & Linda 

 

Captain:   $15.00 per person 

 

Seaman:   $10.00 per person 
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Tuesday, July 13 

  8:15pm - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, July 18 

  9:30am - Munch Brunch 

Thursday, July 22 ~ Saturday, July 24 

  Sarasota Hyatt  

Tuesday, July 27 

  5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting 

Saturday July 31 

 8:00 am ABC Class—Elks Lodge 

Tuesday, August 10 

  8:00pm - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, August 15 

  9:30am - Munch Brunch 

Sunday, August 29 ~ Sunday September 5 

  National 

Tuesday, August 31 

  5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting 

Tuesday, September 7 

  7:00pm — General Membership Meeting 

Friday September 10 ~ Monday September 13 

 Tampa Boat Show 

Tuesday, Sept. 14 

   7:30pm — Sunset Toast 

Thursday Sept. 16 — Saturday, Sept. 18 

  Longboat Key 

Sunday, September 19 

   9:30am — Munch Brunch 

Tuesday, September 28 

   5:00pm—EXCOM Meeting 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 

  Poker Run 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 

  7:00pm - General Membership Meeting 

Friday, October 8 - Saturday, October 9 

  District Fall Conference 

Tuesday, October 12 

  7:00pm -  Sunset Toast 

Sunday, October 17 

  9:30am - Munch Brunch 

Tuesday October 19 ~ Thursday October 28 

Caloosahatchee River Cruise  

Tuesday, October 26 

   5:00pm -  EXCOM Meeting   

Tuesday, November 2 

 7:00pm—General Membership Meeting 

Thursday, November 4 ~ Saturday Nov. 6 

  District 22 Cruise and Rendezvous 

Friday, November 5 ~ Wednesday Nov. 17 

 Fall Getaway 

Tuesday, November 9 

 6:45 pm  - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, November 21 

 9:30am - Munch Brunch 

Tuesday, November 30  

  5:00pm—EXCOM Meeting 

2021 MSPS EVENT CALENDAR 

For additional information about these 
activities, please visit the Calendar  

Section of the MSPS website. 
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      2021 MSPS Boating Calendar 

Date(s) Location Port Captain 

  OCTOBER   

3 Oct Poker Run  Tom Mertz 

19~28 Oct. Caloosahatchee River Cruise   

NOVEMBER 

4-6 Nov. District C&R  

5-17 Nov Fall GetAway   

 5-8 South Seas   

 9-11 Pink Shell   

 12-14 Marco Island   

 15-17 South Seas   

DECEMBER 

3—5  Dec Marina Jack Myles Gee 

JULY 

22-24 July Sarasota Hyatt Phil Dasher 

 SEPTEMBER  

16-18 Sept Longboat Key Matt Braatz  
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SAVE THE DATE 

 

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 

Poker Run 
October 3, 2021  

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 
Come by boat, after all we are a BOATING CLUB, and have a fun 
time. Members only (not open to the public), but bring your friends, 
relatives and neighbors. Ask people without boats to join you in your 
boat or join another member or non-member on their boat. Show them 
how we have a fun time on the water! 

Again, this event is accessible by boat and by car and will happen – rain 
or shine. 
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America's Boating Compass June 2021  

Copyright © 2021 America's Boating Club, All rights reserved. 
 

America's Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA  

All about marine fire extinguishers 
The U.S. Coast Guard requires marine fire extinguishers on all recreational boats where a fire hazard could be ex-
pected from the engines or fuel system. So, how do you know which type and how many fire extinguishers to carry? 
We answer all your questions. 

Does my boat need a marine fire extinguisher? 

The Coast Guard requires fire extinguishers on boats with 

• inboard engines and outboard boats with closed compartments for storing permanent or portable tanks, 

• permanently installed fuel tanks, and 
closed compartments or living spaces. 

What type of marine fire extinguisher should I buy? 

Coast Guard-approved extinguishers for boats should be 

• hand-portable, 

• have either B-I or B-II classification, 

• and must be provided with a mounting bracket. 
Purchase only marine fire extinguishers with Coast Guard approval that has been certified by an independent testing 
agency, such as Underwriters Laboratories. Next, look for the section of the label that states “Marine Type USCG, 
Type A, Size II; Type B; C Size I.” (It should also contain a USCG approval number.) Make sure Type B is indicated on 
the label. 

However, extinguisher markings can be confusing. For example, one extinguisher can be approved for several different 
types of fires (A, B, or C). In that case, it’s important to know that an extinguisher marked “Type A, Size II; Type B; 
C, Size I” counts as a required Type B-I extinguisher. 

Hand-portable extinguishers come in two different sizes. Moreover, this size indicates the amount of chemical an ex-
tinguisher contains: 

1. Size I extinguishers must contain a minimum of 2 pounds of dry chemical. 

2. Size II extinguishers contain at least 10 pounds of dry chemical. 
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America's Boating Compass July 2020  

Copyright © 2021 America's Boating Club, All rights reserved. 

How many marine fire extinguishers do I need? 

The minimum number of portable extinguishers you’re required to carry depends on your boat’s length. However, if you 
have a U.S. Coast Guard-approved fixed fire extinguishing system installed in your boat’s engine compartment, you can 
reduce the required number of extinguishers using the chart below. 

Minimum Number of Hand-Portable Fire Extinguishers Required 

Do I need a fixed extinguisher system? 

Fixed systems for use in engine compartments and enclosed spaces can be automatically deployed. For this reason, 
they are invaluable in saving a boat from an engine fire. 

If your boat has an inboard, inboard/outboard, or jet drive engine in an enclosed space, you should strongly consider 
installing a fixed fire extinguisher system. 

By discharging into a closed engine compartment, fixed extinguisher systems avoid adding oxygen to the fire. It’s im-
portant to note that to prevent reigniting a fire after a fixed system has discharged, you should not enter the engine 
compartment immediately. Instead, wait until the compartment has cooled and been well ventilated. 

Where do I mount my handheld marine fire extinguishers? 

Mount fire extinguishers near fire hazards but not so close that you can’t reach them safely during a fire. Don’t 
mount them where they will project into busy passageways. Most importantly, consider mounting extinguishers near 
the engine compartment, at steering stations, inside galleys, and in passenger cockpits. And if you sleep onboard, keep 
one near your bunk. 

How do I maintain a marine fire extinguisher? 

• Check extinguisher gauges monthly. 

• Make sure they’re at full pressure. Gauges can sometimes be unreliable. 

• Recharge size I and II rechargeable extinguishers at a qualified service center. Rechargeable extinguishers have 
metal, not plastic, heads. Get them inspected annually. 

• Check for corrosion or mechanical damage to the extinguisher case. 

• Check and clean the discharge nozzle. Insects love to build nests inside. 

• Slowly rock dry chemical extinguishers from an upright to an upside-down position several times. If you feel a 
thud, the chemical has stuck together. This means the extinguisher won’t function properly. 

Replace and dispose of old extinguishers properly. 

How do I use a marine fire extinguisher? 

To control a fire, you want to extinguish it while it’s still small. In addition, you can increase your chance of success by 
carrying more than the minimum required number of extinguishers onboard. 

To put out a fire, hold the extinguisher upright and use the PASS technique. 

What else do I need to know? 

Never test a marine fire extinguisher by partially discharging it. It could leak and become unusable. Always make sure 
to recharge or replace partially discharged extinguishers. And lastly, purchase only Coast Guard-approved extinguish-
ers designed for marine use. 

For more information about marine fire extinguishers, download a Boater’s Guide to the Federal Requirements. 

http://boatingcompass.org/fire-on-board
https://www.uscgboating.org/images/420.PDF
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Pix by Ed Smith 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Did You Know? 

Researched by Tony R. 
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Upcoming Event Information 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

MSPS Breakfast Munch Brunch ~~ 18 July 

 Our Breakfast Munch Brunch is at the Anna Maria Island Beach Café, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, FL. It’s on the beach at the end of Mana-
tee Ave. W.  

The best all you can eat Pancakes in town for only $6.99.  

Not into pancakes? There is also an extensive menu. Plus good coffee. 

 Their Tiki Hut libations menu is very reasonable too!  

 

Join us on Sunday, July 18th  at 9:30am for a great opportunity to meet up 
with your squadron buddies . See Ya There! 

 

          

 

Sunset Celebration — 13 July 

Our next Sunset Celebration is July 13th. Join us at the 
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 2011 
hours.  
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit 
… and enjoy the spirits.   
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Sunshine News & Thanks 

Lt Marty Spencer, P 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Please welcome our newest members 

 

Randy Geeslin 

& 

Tina Evans 

                                                HAPPY 4th of JULY !!!! 

 

Gosh, Summer has begun and with it comes hot, hot, hot temps, and humidity. Hopefully we 
can all keep cool and hydrated.  
 
Some news : Fran Xinos (a new member) and Lt/C Tom Mertz AP will be having surgery in 
the next few weeks. Linda Romersa, S had surgery a few weeks ago and now is recovering 
at home.  Wishing them all a speedy recovery and back on their feet soon.       
 
There will be no meetings for the months of July & August but when the meetings begin 
Sept. 7th snacks will be provided by :  
        Judi Hanzlik 
                                            Terri Kondos 
                                             Donnia Smith 
 
Many thanks ladies for volunteering. 
 
Please contact me at, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like a 
little sunshine sent their way. 

mailto:mwspencer25@gmail.com


Page 26    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

 

Ju ly’s Birthdays  

  

Mariann Murphy-Dalusio 

Joe Hocter 

Clarence Krebs 

Steve Petty 

Celia Strawn 

Ed Smith 
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 

Ship Store 

Inventory Reduction Sale 
Sale will continue until these shirts are gone! 

Light Blue Polo Shirts >>>>>>>  ONLY $10.00 each 

Limited to stock on hand – several sizes for men and women. 

 

Purchase from Sue at the meeting or 

Contact Sue Highfill 239-826-1661 or ManateeshipStore@gmail.com 

 

 

Here is something new! 
 

We are now offering to embroider our MSPS LOGO onto YOUR 
clothing. 

Contact Sue, get your garment to her, she will have it embroidered 
and return it to you at a meeting. Only $15.00 per garment. 

mailto:ManateeshipStore@gmail.com


Page 28    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

Advertise! 

advertise@manatee-squadron.org 

We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a national audience through 
our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classi-
fied ad in 2 issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above. 

Support our Advertisers—They support us! 

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad siz-
ing, and other information.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education 

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support 

As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The Bay Pines 
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, 
and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support 
these needy veterans throughout the year.  

Needed items include:  

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies 
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap 
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed  
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters    
  

We will have a donation box at each meeting and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find 
a place in your heart this month for these needy veterans.  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS 

 TO THE  NEXT GENERAL MEETING  

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
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JULY 2021 

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons® District 22  

 

 

Our Next General Meeting 

07 SEPTEMBER 2021 

At 1900 
 
 

Palmetto Elks 
4611 4th Avenue E 

Palmetto, Florida 34220 
 
 

For directions please see our website: 

www.manatee-squadron.org 

 

The Helm Station 

4728 Starboard Dr. 

Bradenton, FL  34208  

hs@manatee-squadron.org 


