The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The Helm Station
www.manatee-squadron.org

MAY
2021

941-799-7370

~Jim A.
PixPix
by by
Jim A.

Longboat
Key Treasure
Club
Presenting
Island’s Dockmaster Ann Picozzi with an Honorary MSPS Membership is
Pixby
byMyles
Glen Gee
Kondos
LongboatPix
Key
Photo by Ed Smith
Pier 22
bypix
Matt B.
Myles Gee, Matt Braatz, Chuck Whelan, Kathy Gee, Tom and Jan Mertz, and Juliette Whelan.
Pix by Glen
Pix by Sandi Braatz

Cliff Schmitt. JN being sworn in as District 22’s Commander
In this Edition:



USPS Compass ”How -To” articles

Celebration



Messages from our Commander and Bridge



District and National Event Announcements



Squadron Events in Pictures



Regular Event Information



Squadron & Boating Calendars



Sunshine, New Members and Birthdays



Upcoming MSPS Event Announcements



Ship’s Store, Help Wanted and Classifieds

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
© United States Power Squadrons®
Page 1

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Commander’s Message

Cdr Tony Romersa, P

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.
I hope you enjoyed our picnic
style meetings in March and
April. I know I sure did. It was
great to see so many of you
again and begin to get back to
more normal activities. Our General Membership Meetings in May and June will return to the Elks Club at
1900 on May 4th and June 1st. Masks and social distancing will be in place and the after meeting treats will be
pre-packaged. A lot is going on in the next few months
before the summer break so please be sure to check
the calendar later in the Helm Station and reserve the
dates.
Please consider joining your fellow Squadron Members
in joining the Squadron Sponsors Program at the level
that is best for you- Seaman $10, Captain $15, Commodore $20, Admiral $25. Your generosity and continued
support is greatly appreciated and will be recognized in
the Helm Station.
With the increased interest in outdoor activities, demand for new boats surged in 2020. Sales of new power
boats were up 12% over 2019, reaching a 13 year high.
For the first time in more than a decade first time
buyers spurred the growth in versatile small boats
(under 26’) that are often towed and used in a variety
of boating activities from fishing to water sports.
Ninety-five percent of all boats sold in the US are
made in the US supporting 691,000 jobs in 2020.
Selected unit sales by type and growth over 2019 –
Aluminum Fishing Boats- 50K,+ 8.5% - Fiberglass Fishing Boats -62K, +11% -Pontoon Boats 64K, +18.3% Runabouts 10K, +9.8% -Ski/Wake Boats 13K, +17%,
Cruisers 100K, -3.1% (source NMMA).
The American Boating Industry is having its best years
in more than a decade. Initial 2021 calendar year sales
are following the same pattern, with many builders,
such as Grady-White, announcing their 2021 production
is sold out, while dealer inventories remain low. Look
for another great year in 2021.

Smoother Waters Ahead

The

Helm Station

hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
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Executive Officer
Lt/C Philip Dasher, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

National Safe Boating Week is May 22-28, 2021. MSPS is working to
promote safety in the most visible method to our local community.

The revision of our Strategic Plan is now underway and when completed it will be made
available to our entire membership for evaluation and comment.

The Fishing Club announced last month has been launched. We have already lined up 3 speak-

ers for our upcoming meetings. This is your club! No dues or costs! We have already heard
from a small percentage of our member anglers. Please contact either me or Ed Van Stedum
and let us know of your interest and any suggestions you might have. One of our members
said he would like to have a swap meet at one of our meetings.
Phil Dasher: pmdasher38@gmail.com
(941) 545-3485
Ed Van Stedum: edvanstedum@yahoo.com
(941) 447-5588

I would like to hear suggestions from any member on what MSPS can do to address your
concerns that will increase the value of your membership, your enjoyment, and participation.
Thanks!!
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Administrative Officer

Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP

ao@manatee-squadron.org

As I write this it is raining outside and I am smiling. We need the rain,
and it is refreshing to see the grass and plants respond to this welcome
drenching. Not the best weather for boating, but the promise of sunshine and calm seas later in the week provides optimism that we will soon
enjoy our favorite outdoor pastimes. There are other reasons for the smile. In two weeks we will
again hold our squadron meeting at the Elks Club, a sure sign that the isolation caused by the pandemic is slowly ebbing, allowing us to return to the company of friends as more and more of us are
fully vaccinated.
Several exciting events are scheduled over the next two months.






Join us for a sunset cruise aboard the Anna Marie Princess, scheduled for 1845 (6:45 p.m.) on
Wednesday, May 12. Enjoy the music and the beautiful sites.
Check out the MSPS Boating Calendar for scheduled trips.
On June 12 we will celebrate the 24th anniversary of MSPS becoming a unit of the United
States Power Squadrons®. The Anniversary Luncheon will be held at the Bradenton Yacht Club
beginning at 1130 (11:30 a.m.).
Our Holiday Party is being planned for December 5.

Many more opportunities will be available for members of the “fun” squadron in the months ahead.
You will see several of them discussed in other sections of this newsletter, and be sure to check
the MSPS calendar on the squadron website to see all the scheduled activities.

Our squadron aims to offer activities that will appeal to the varied interests of our members.
There are several overnight boating trips lasting from two days to two weeks. We have events
that are accessible by boat or “land yacht.” Land based outings are planned several times each
year. We also would like to expand events for day boaters, so if you have any ideas for on-thewater pursuits, please let me know.

Happening this month:
Memorial Day is May 31, 2021, when we will honor members of the Armed Forces who
died while serving their country. Formerly known as Decoration Day, Memorial Day
dates back to the end of the Civil War. It is observed on the last Monday in May.
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Education Department
Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Howdy everyone,
On April 11 our Past Squadron Educational Officer Cliff Schmidt, JN

was installed at the district change of watch by VC Ralph Bernard, AP
as the district’s next District Commander along with Angelain Loggins
who becomes the next District Assistant Treasurer. It was a thrill for
several of us from Manatee SPS to witness this ceremony. Cliff is the third Manatee member
to become a District Commander since 2014: myself 2014, Don Cook 2018 and now Cliff. Next
time you see Cliff and Angelain congratulate them and offer your expertise to help.
Do you remember the “Boating Skills Virtual Trainer” Manatee brought for our members to
use after a meeting, three large tabletop screens, steering wheel, including a throttle/
shifter, a computer along with speakers? This unit took up an eight-foot table.
Well, National has introduced a Windows Laptop Based Boating Skills Virtual Trainer.
• Same set of skills and exercises as full sized BSVT/Keyboard driven throttle to allow forward, neutral and reverse/Audio instructions guidance with or without instructor/compatible
with large screen projectors and monitors.
• Laptop specs: Windows 10 home 64 bit/ intel core I7 processor/8 GB DDR4 Ram/ Nvidia

MX130 GPU (or better)/256 GB Hard Drive 1920x1080 or greater resolution/ “Gaming” laptops best for high res. Graphics.
• Purchase Process in Progress. Easy download by squadron members, local squadrons, general
public. Setting up a web store for purchases and support.
As soon as this comes available, we will pass on the information to you. I do know the Squadron Educational program could use this system at our Public ABC class and at the Boat Handling Class.
Lastly, it was great seeing many of you at our last meeting.

Thank you for being a member, YHGLSEO---myles
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Treasurer

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

manateetreas@gmail.com

Hello everyone from the Treasurer’s desk.
I hope everyone is safe and healthy.
As expected, there is not much to report this month. We had
$808.56 more in expenses than income this month. The March deficit almost cancels
out the gains we had in January and February. We are just a little ahead of budget so
far this year.
The bank balance at the end of March was $16,694.69 with all bills paid.

Please remember to use smile.amazon.com for all your Amazon purchases and designate Manatee Sail and Power Squadron as your charity.

Why did you die?
An elderly Irish gentleman was seen at a grave site saying:
Why did you die? My life was perfect, I wake up in the morning, smiles on my
face, waiting for another day.
I was so happy. And then it all went black! My life every day is hell!
Sometimes I wish I was dead myself. Why did you die, why did you die?
A passerby asked who died. The gentleman said, “My wife’s first husband”!!!!

Until next month, stay safe and healthy, Tom

Page 6

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2021 Squadron Sponsors Program

Support our many community activities like Just for Girls and Boating Safety
events.
Help MSPS continue to grow and remain fiscally strong, while offering more fun
activities to our members.

Keep our costs for special events as low as possible so all our members can
participate in these fun activities.
Join your fellow Squadron Members by making a contribution for this year
at the level that is right for you.
Seaman $10 - Captain $15 - Commodore $20 - Admiral $25

Donations can be given to our Treasurer Tom Mertz. Please make checks out to
MSPS. Your donation is tax deductible.

Thank you for supporting the

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron
2021 Squadron Sponsors Program
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MSPS held an America’s Boating Course on March 27, 2021
On Saturday March 27th, MSPS conducted the public America’s Boating Course for 8 students. There were several new first-time boaters. It was a lively class with lots of questions, observations and several aha moments. Students expressed appreciation and indicated they learned a lot from the class.
This public education training is conducted by member volunteers. A big THANK YOU to Cdr
Tony Romersa P, R/C Myles Gee SN, Lt/C Tom Mertz AP, Lt Ed VanStedum P, P/Lt/C Bob
Kelly SN, Bill Spencer SN, 1/Lt Matt Braatz JN, and Lt Chuck Whelan SN for their individual roles in making this class possible. Again, we thank our friends at the Elks for allowing us
to use their facility for the class. Note: One Elks officer opens the club for us at 7:00 AM
on ABC Saturday. They start coffee for the class and remain on premises until opening at
2:00 PM.
Keep an eye out for the next class to be scheduled in the May/June time frame. Although a
class may not be scheduled, you can direct interested parties to me to be included in a running list I maintain, and they will be informed when a class date is set.
P/C Larry Beverage, SN

Photo by Myles Gee
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General
Meeting
at
Blackstone
Park
on
April 6th

Pix by Glen K.
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Cdr Tony Romersa swears
in new members Francine
& Syd Xinos and Glen &
Terri Kondos during the
GM on April 6th at Blackstone Park

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Breakfast
Munch Brunch
Sunday, April 18th
At Holmes Beach

Attended by
Marty & Bill
Spencer
Jim & Sue
Agruso
and
Glen Kondos
Pix by Jim A.
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Another beautiful evening at Manatee Beach on Anna Maria Island on
13 April, as the Manatee Sail and
Power Squadron held it’s Sunset
Toast organized by Bob Miller and
Ed Smith.

Attendees were Bob & Jeanne Miller,
Ed & Donnia Smith, Tom & Jan Mertz
and Glen Kondos.

The drinks were refreshing and
conversation engaging.
I was fascinated to learn that Ed
Smith and I were in Alice Springs,
located in the outback of Australia, at the same time once. What
a small world.

Text & Pix by Glen K.
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Treasure Island Cruise
April 15 - 18, 2021

Pix by Larry Beverage
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2021 MSPS EVENT CALENDAR
Tuesday, May 4
7:00pm - General Membership Meeting
Saturday May 8
2:00pm Going Places Christening Ceremony
Tuesday, May 11

8:00pm - Sunset Toast
Sunday, May 16
9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch
Thursday, May 20 ~ Saturday, May 22
Vinoy

Tuesday, July 13
8:15pm - Sunset Toast
Sunday, July 18
9:30am - Munch Brunch
Thursday, July 22 ~ Saturday, July 24

Sarasota Hyatt
Tuesday, July 27
5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting
Sunday, August 1
HQ800 Forms Due

Saturday, May 22 ~ Friday May 28
National Safe Boating Week
Tuesday, May 25
5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting

Tuesday, August 10
8:00pm - Sunset Toast
Wednesday, August 11 ~ Sunday, August 15
Caloosahatchee River Cruise

Tuesday, June 1
7:00pm - General Membership Meeting

Sunday, August 15
9:30am - Munch Brunch

Wednesday June 2 ~ Sunday June 6

Sunday, August 29 ~ Tuesday, August 31

Castaway Covid Cruise

National

Saturday, June 5

Tuesday, August 31

8:00am - ABC Course

5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting

Tuesday, June 8
8:15pm - Sunset Toast
Saturday, June 12
11:30 am - Anniversary Party
Sunday, June 20
9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch
Thursday, June 24 ~ Saturday, June 26

For additional information about these
activities, please visit the Calendar
Section of the MSPS website.

Tampa Marriott
Tuesday, June 29
5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting
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According to the dictionary, Sábalo is Spanish for a type of fish. What’s interesting
about the name is that, depending on the location, Sábalo is a name used to refer to
different species of fish. In our area here in Florida, Sábalo most commonly refers
to the tarpon. There couldn’t be a more perfect name than Sábalo for John and
Verne Walsh’s 26’ CC Angler boat. Sporting a Mercruiser 4 cyl. 1.7 liter 100 HP Diesel
I/O, this boat was made for fishing. With a 2 ½’ draft and very low sides from its
panga hull that leaves you feeling like you're on the water, it’s a champion inshore/
nearshore fishing vessel.
Although fishing was the major factor in their boat selection, you’ll find that John
isn’t the avid fisherman you might expect. What John loves is to tinker with boats.
Sábalo’s engine had a history of “blowing up.” That didn’t deter John, who is a selftaught boat enthusiast. From rebuilding the engine to re-doing the boat's electronics,
John was up for it, starting with sanding and painting the hull, spraying a coat of Zinc,
and applying a good bottom paint.
John’s love for boating started at a young age. He always loved the water and was an
avid reader of sea stories. So, when John met Verne, who had an 8’ dingy and roamed
the Potomac River in Maryland, it was a match made in heaven. After taking a boating
class in Washington, D.C., John read the Chapman book from cover to cover several
times. As a matter of fact, he has a collector’s early edition of the book.
Verne and John’s love for boats increased to the point that they invested in a Meridian 48’ trawler which they then lived on for three years on Kent Island on the Chesapeake Bay. Named Seawing, the vessel primarily traveled the Chesapeake Bay down to
the North Carolina intercoastal areas. An unfortunate lightning strike destroyed all
of Sewing’s electronics. That didn’t deter John, as he replaced all the electronics
himself. You can find Seawing still moored on Kent Island which offers a nice getaway
for the Walsh’s during Florida’s hottest months.
When he’s not at the Riviera Dune Marina tinkering with his boat, you’ll likely find
John and Verne out on the Terra Ceia Bay fishing.
-Glen Kondos
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Pix by Glen K.
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2021 MSPS Boating Calendar

Date(s)

Location

Port Captain

MAY
20-22 May

Vinoy

JUNE
02-06 June

Castaway Covid Cruise

24-26 June

Tampa Marriott

Tom Mertz

JULY
22-24 July

Sarasota Hyatt

Phil Dasher

AUGUST
11-15 Aug

Caloosahatchee River Cruise
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2021 MSPS Boating Calendar

Date(s)

Location

Port Captain

SEPTEMBER
16-18 Sept

Longboat Key

Matt Braatz

OCTOBER
3 Oct

Poker Run

Tom Mertz

NOVEMBER
5-17 Nov

Fall GetAway

Nov 6-8

South Seas

Nov 9-11

Pink Shell

Nov 12-14

Marco Island

Nov 15-17

South Seas

DECEMBER
10-12 Dec

Marina Jack

Myles Gee
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Preparing Your Boat for a Hurricane
Al Ponzio/USPS Compass June 2020

Make a hurricane plan before season starts
Boaters should develop a well-thought-out hurricane plan before hurricane season begins in
June. Forecasters predict an active, possibly record-breaking, hurricane season .

Plan before the storm
Know where you will keep your boat during a hurricane and whether it can be hauled before a
storm.
Bring home trailer boats early, as heavy evacuation traffic could prevent you from reaching your
marina.
Find out what your marina’s hurricane plan is before the season starts. Does your dock contract
call for you to take certain steps?
Make sure you have extra rope, chafe guards, anchors and fenders. Once a storm is forecast,
the local marine store will sell out of these items quickly.

Stay ahead of the storm
Part of your hurricane plan should be to act during a hurricane watch. Don’t wait until a warning
is issued. If you do so, you may not have time to move your boat. In addition, evacuation congestion and the storm’s outer bands of wind and rain will hinder your preparation.
Once a hurricane warning has been issued, remove anything that could catch the wind, and tie
your boat with extra lines.

Haul your boat
Remove your boat from the water if at all possible. Waves, spray and rain will almost always
overcome smaller, open boats and high-performance powerboats with low freeboard. Move all
trailerable boats inland.
If your boat isn’t trailerable, haul it and secure it on shore. A Massachusetts Institute of Technology study completed after Hurricane Gloria found that boats stored ashore had a better
chance of being saved than boats stored in the water.
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Preparing Your Boat for a Hurricane (pg.2)
Prepare your boat to weather the storm
If you can’t haul out, take precautions to give your boat the best chance of weathering the storm.
Charge batteries and disconnect the electricity. Charging batteries ensures your bilge pumps will work.
Next, disconnect the electric, water and other dock connections; shut off fuel lines; close through-hull fittings; and cap or plug unvalved through-hull fittings, such as sink drains.
Protect your engines. Water finds a way into every opening, so cover engine room vents, and plug the exhaust pipes at the stern.
Remove loose deck items. Remove Bimini tops, plastic, canvas and plexiglass from the boat entirely. Take
down antennas and remove outriggers. Remove as many items as you can from the boat, and lash down anything remaining on deck.
Prepare the boat’s interior. If your boat has a cabin, remove all loose items. Clean out the refrigerator,
cabinets and drawers, which may open with the boat’s violent motion. If possible, remove drapes, cushions,
mattresses and other cloth items that could become soaked from leaks.
Remove electronics and cover instrument gauges. Remove electronics from the boat, and cover both the
holes and instrument gauges with plastic and duct tape.
Seal windows, hatches and doorways. Because wind-driven rain will enter the boat through any crack or
crevice, use duct tape to make all openings and seams as watertight as possible.
Secure the boat in its moorings. Any boat in the water should be secured in a snug harbor. (Don’t even
think about riding out the storm at sea unless you’re the skipper of an aircraft carrier.) The trick is deciding
which harbors will be snug and which will be vulnerable in a hurricane.
Consider storm surge when mooring a boat. Hurricanes commonly cause surges of 10 feet or more, so a
seawall or sandy spit that normally protects a harbor may not offer any protection in a hurricane. A boat
moored facing into the wind will best weather the storm. If possible, turn the boat with its bow to the wind.

Secure your boat in a mooring
Follow these steps to secure the boat in the mooring.

• Use mooring lines a quarter-inch larger to double the diameter of your current lines. Double all the mooring
lines on your boat, including spring lines.

• Distribute the load evenly using several cleats. Your boat should look like it’s inside a spider web.
• Allow as much line as possible for the tide and storm surge. Rig by crossing spring lines fore and aft and
attach them high on pilings to allow for the tidal surge. Spring lines should be at least as long as the boat. If
possible, attach longer lines to pilings outside your normal berthing area.

• Protect your line by using chafing gear at each point where the line meets the boat. Use several feet of
garden hose or leather, and consider that your lines will be angled downward as the water rises.
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Castaway Covid Cruise 2021

June 2

Venice Yacht Club - Venice

June 3

Pink Shell Resort - Fort Myers Beach

June 4

Legacy Harbor – Downtown Fort Myers

June 5

Aqua Marina – Cape Haze

June 6

Return home

This trip is offered to all members of Manatee Sail and Power
Squadron.
It is limited to six boats. Cruising speed is planned for 25 mph.
All marinas have pools.
Hotel rooms are available at two stops and the other stops have
rooms available nearby. (Uber)

Lunch stops are planned for all days except the first day.
To sign up or for additional information contact:
Tom Mertz 239-478-8157 or tommertzusps@gmail.com
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
2nd Annual Poker Run

October 3, 2021
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Last year’s event was a huge success, enjoyed by everyone! Let’s make this
year even better.
Come by boat, after all we are a BOATING CLUB, and have a fun time.
Members and guests only (not open to the public), bring your friends, relatives and neighbors. Ask people without boats to join you on your boat or
join another on their boat. Show them how to have a fun time on the water!
If you don’t care to participate by boat, all stops are accessible by car.
Again, bring guests. This event will happen – rain or shine.
Please contact Tom Mertz 239-478-8157 with questions or to volunteer to
help.
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America's Boating Compass / April 2021

How to make a mayday call

All boaters should know how to make a mayday call as well as other distress calls using Channel 16 on
a VHF marine radio.
Types of marine distress calls
During an on-the-water emergency, the quickest way to call for help is to use Channel 16 on your VHF
marine radio. When making the appropriate mayday, pan-pan or securité call, you tell the U.S. Coast
Guard or other receiving vessel how quickly you need help.
Mayday, the highest-level emergency call, should be used only when there’s imminent danger of loss of
life or vessel.
Pan-Pan calls reflect a sense of urgency without the potential loss of life or vessel. This could include
loss of steerage or power, or injuries that adversely impact your ability to safely operate the boat.
Securité alerts boaters to the broadcast of safety information. These events could include seeing a loose
piling in a channel, a light out on a navigational aid, a vessel overdue in transit, or severe weather moving through the area.
How to make a mayday call
Reserve the mayday call for severe emergencies with immediate danger to life or property, such as a
sinking boat, fire or life-threatening injury or illness.
When calling for help, repeat “Mayday!” three times. Anticipate the Coast Guard’s questions, and be prepared to answer them.
Give your boat’s geographical position. If you can’t provide the boat’s latitude and longitude from the
GPS, look for an identifiable onshore feature or identifiable buoy or beacon from which you give your distance and direction. You could also use a chart to communicate your position relative to identifiable navigational aids.
Describe your emergency, your distress situation, and the assistance you desire. Be as precise as you
can about your situation so the responder can assist you.
Describe the type of boat you are in, its color and size plus any distinguishing features that would make it
easy to identify. Let the Coast Guard or other responder know how many people are on board and if any
are injured or have medical conditions that need attention. Describe the boat’s condition when asked.

Saying “Over” means you have finished providing this piece of information and are awaiting a reply. The
Coast Guard may request additional information and keep the radio link open. When you complete the
communication, saying “Out” ends the expectation of additional transmissions.

Copyright © 2021 America's Boating Club, All rights reserved.
America's Boating Club · PO Box 30423 · Raleigh, NC 27622-0423 · USA
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Did You Know?

Pix by Ed Smith

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines. Their needs are year round. The Bay Pines
Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice,
and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support
these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
We will have a donation box at each meeting and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every month. Find
a place in your heart this month for these needy veterans.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DONATIONS

TO THE GENERAL MEETING ON MAY 4TH
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Upcoming Event Information

Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 11 May
Hi folks,
Our next Sunset Celebration is May 11th. Join us at the
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 2011
hours.
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit… and
enjoy the spirits.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MSPS Breakfast Munch Brunch ~~ 16 May
Great news! Our Breakfast Munch Brunch is now at the Anna Maria Island
Beach Café, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, FL. It’s on the beach at the
end of Manatee Ave. W.
They feature the best all you can eat Pancakes in town, and its just $6.99.
Not into pancakes? There is also an extensive menu. Plus good coffee.
Their Tiki Hut libations menu is very reasonable too!
Join us on Sunday, May 16th at 9:30am for a great opportunity to meet up with
your squadron buddies and social distance. See Ya There!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY SPRINGTIME
It’s great that we are now able to have our squadron meetings begin again on May 4th at the Elks
Club.
It will be wonderful to see everyone again and to begin all of our activities.
Snacks will be a little different at this meeting and will be provided by :

Illene Tress
Lt Verne Walsh, AP
Lt Marty Spencer, P
We’ll see you all on May 4th.
Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of someone who would like to receive a little sunshine sent their way.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please Welcome Our Newest Members!
David and Teresa Spiwak
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May’s
Birthdays
Joette Devon
Bob Kelly
Beverly Krebs
Jeff Parmenter
Chuck Whelan
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Ship’s Store
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Ship’s Store
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https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education

Advertise!

advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a national audience through
our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad in 2 issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, and other information.]
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The Helm Station
4728 Starboard Dr.
Bradenton, FL 34208
hs@manatee-squadron.org

Our Next General Meeting
04 MAY 2021
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220
Masks and social distancing will be in place
For directions please see our website:
www.manatee-squadron.org
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