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Commander’s Message                      

Cdr Tony Romersa, P                                    cdr@manatee-squadron.org 

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends. 

As our Squadron enters the 
2021-2022 year (our 24th 
year of operations), I look 
forward, with your help and 

support, to serving you as your Commander. 2020 
was a tough year for us all.  Your Bridge and Exec-
utive Committee wrestled with ways to keep us all 
together and growing as a Squadron. We all thank 
them for their perseverance and work in this pan-
demic. 

As we move forward you have elected a strong 
Bridge, Executive Committee, and Standing Com-
mittee Chairs and Members. As good as they are, 
they cannot fully do their jobs without your help 
and support. We need to fill open positions with 
new people to have the leaders we will need in the 
future. Please consider Volunteering for an open 
position, or as an assistant chair to a committee. 
To our new members please do not hesitate to 
jump in. You will work as a team and have ready 
access to all the officers and senior members to 
support you. (See openings list later in the Helm 
Station). 

The new Squadron Web site is up and running, 
with a few minor fixes to go, and looks really good. 
Please take a few minutes to check it out and let 
us know what you think.  

We are working on an outdoor luncheon get to-
gether in late March more to come soon. 

Tony R. 
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Executive Officer 

Lt/C  Philip Dasher, AP            xo@manatee-squadron.org 

Myra and I want to thank you for the warm welcome we received when we transferred 
to MSPS.  The first social function we attended was well run and attended at Pier 22 
where we were introduced.  On the way home, Myra said, “it was a real pleasure to be 
with friendly people.” 

I would also thank our members for giving me the opportunity to serve as your Execu-
tive Officer. 

A committee has just been formed to update our strategic plan.  I have suggested a 
different approach which when complete will have programs ready for implementation. 

Our slogan: THINK OUT OF THE BOX! 
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Susan Agruso, AP    ao@manatee-squadron.org 

As the new Administrative Officer for the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron, 
I want to thank you for your confidence in me.  My sincerest appreciation 
and thanks go out to Bob Miller for his work as AO over the past year. 

We are all eagerly awaiting a return to something more normal, and there is 
hope that most of us will be vaccinated in the near future.   In the meantime we will continue to wear 
masks and socially distance while enjoying a few traditional MSPS gatherings. 

Please plan to join us at the Polo Grounds on March 21.  This is a fun opportunity for us to get togeth-
er in the great outdoors, enjoy each other’s company and watch the horses and riders as they race 
across the field.  Save the date.  More information will be emailed to you. 

Also, we are planning the MSPS Anniversary Party for May, again at a venue with a large outdoor 
space.  Look for more information as plans are finalized. 

MSPS has enjoyed the support of many people over the years to plan lots of great outings.  We know 
that the more members who are involved, the easier it is to organize events as we share the work-
load.  So I am reaching out to all of you to ask that you volunteer just a bit of your time so we can 
continue to offer an array of on-the-water and land-based events. 

 Do you enjoy holiday parties?  Do you like to plan a menu and get together with a few friends to 
create table decorations?  Then there is a perfect opportunity for you to plan the squadron’s De-
cember holiday party.   

 Perhaps you have an idea for another special event and would be willing to organize it.   

 As new members join our squadron, it would be comforting to them if they knew someone would 
greet them at their first squadron meeting and introduce them to other members, someone who 
would call and invite them to the next event.  Are you that someone? 

 If counting money is your thing, then sign up to spin the wheel for the 50/50 at squadron meet-
ings.   
 

Check out the MSPS Help Wanted ads on page 28 for other opportunities to be involved. 

For just a few hours of your time, you can bring joy to others and continue our tradition as the “fun 
squadron.”  Email me at jsa818.sa@gmail.com or call me at (941) 896-6081.  I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

 

 Happening this month:  

The vernal equinox is Saturday, March 20, 2021, at 5:37 a.m. EDT.  Welcome Spring! 

mailto:jsa818.sa@gmail.com
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Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN           seo@manatee-squadron.org 

Education Department             

Howdy, even though COVID has slowed our face-to-face gatherings 
this year has flown by for me. Our squadrons change of Watch held 
virtually on Saturday February 14 was led by Commander Tony Romer-
sa and District Commander Sam Bonilla. D/C Sam installed Tony for 

his second term as Commander, thank you Tony and the remainder of the Bridge, Executive 
Committee, and Other Chairs, the meeting was successful even without the fanfare includ-
ing dinner and a social; hopefully, next year will be different. 
 
As your new Squadron Educational Officer, I would like to thank all of you for your vote in 
confidence of me. I also want to thank District Lieutenant Commander Cliff Schmidt for 
his outstanding job as your SEO for the past three years and Debra Hartwell as ASEO.  
We are also lucky to have an Assistant Educational Officer this year, Matt Braatz. Matt 
and I will be working together updating the safe boating class, holding seminars, and mar-
keting our squadron through education. 
 
Manatee conducted an America’s Boating Course on February 6, chaired by Larry Beverage 
with seven students; it was successful as all seven passed and looks like a few may join our 
squadron. Another ABC3 class will be held on March 27. 
 
Finally, we are looking for Instructors and will be holding an Instructor Development Class 
in March, if you are interested please contact Matt or me. 
Remember life jackets save lives! 
 
Thank you, YHGLSEO       
 
 
 
 
PS: On April 10, Cliff Schmidt will be sworn in as District Commander. Cliff will be the third 
Manatee member to be a District 22 Commander, plan on attending the Change of Watch.                               
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Treasurer 

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP             manateetreas@gmail.com 

Hello everyone from the Treasurer’s desk. 

January had a small positive cash flow. 

The balance for all accounts is $17,290.01 at the end of January 
which balances with the bank.  

Please use Smile.Amazon.com. If you designate Manatee Sail and Power Squadron the 
Squadron will receive ½ of 1% on all eligible purchases you make. It doesn’t cost you any-
thing extra. If you need/want help setting it up let me know. I’ll walk you through the easy 
steps. Do not be confused when it lists Wimauma, FL. That is where I live and the only way 
I could set it up. 

 

 When I told my wife, she should embrace her mistakes – she hugged me! 

 My wife sent me a text that said, “Your Great”. So naturally I texted back “NO you’re 
great”. She’s been walking around all happy and smiling. Should I tell her I was just cor-
recting her grammar or leave it alone? 

 At every party there are two kinds of people – those that want to stay and those that 
don’t. The trouble is they are usually married to each other. Ann Landers 

 My favorite machine in the gym is the vending machine! 

 If you live past 100, you’ve got it made. Very few people die past that age. George Burns 

 Too many birthdays is a major cause of death. Yogi Berra 

 

Until next month, stay safe and healthy. 
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Commander’s Notebook 

 
Hi All, I trust you are doing well and staying healthy. I’ve heard that some of you have got-
ten their first vaccine, so things are progressing although slower than we would like.  
 

Saturday afternoon the District Commander Sam Bonilla swore in the 2021 Bridge, Mem-
bers at Large and Standing Committee Chairs and Members at our virtual Change of 
Watch. The District Commander was highly complementary to our Squadron's efforts over 
the past year in face of the pandemic. He offered his Thanks to the 2020 Officers for 
their efforts and his support for the 2021 Officers.  
 

AS has been our tradition we announced the 2020 Jumping Jack Flash Award Recipient. 
Matt Braatz exemplifies both the spirit and actions inherent in this award. Throughout a 
very tough year Matt went way beyond his duties as XO in supporting the Squadron, 
'Jumping in'to get things done. Please join us in congratulating and thanking Matt for his 
commitment and enthusiasm working for all of us.  
 

Squadron Cook Out - as you read this we have, hopefully, just had our Squadron Cook Out 
at Blackstone Park in Palmetto. It was set up as a way to renew the fellowship of our 
Squadron friends in an outside setting.  
 

We reserved the largest pavilion in the park, which has two grills, seven large tables and is 
close to the restrooms, for the entire day. Members were asked to bring their own food 
and libations and the grills were ready by noon. Masks were required when not eating and 
the size of the pavilion allowed for social distancing.  

Tony 

5G interference with GPS 

 

We all want our GPS and the new 5G cell systems. But there may be a problem. GPS is 
simply a very sensitive and sophisticated radio receiver. As such any signals operating on a 
frequency close to the GPS frequency can cause spillover interference with the very faint 
radio signals received by GPS potentially causing inaccurate readings.  
 

Unfortunately, the FCC has said it will grant a license modification for a 5G mobile data 
network in the middle of the navigation and communication spectrum. This despite objec-
tions from the Departments of Defense, Commerce, Interior, Homeland Security and 
Transportation. The FCC has chosen to disregard the experts from aviation, the military, 
first responders and the scientific community as well as commercial and recreational boat-
ing.  
 

This frequency license could also affect the NOAA and NASA marine forecast with spillo-
ver effecting data collection and hence the forecast. The bottom line is that until this is-
sue is resolved there is a chance of less than reliable navigation data and marine weather 
forecasts.  
 

Our best short term approach is to step up our awareness of our position and heading, 
cross checking our GPS readings. The interested parties plan to present their concerns to 
the incoming FCC Chairperson in hopes of resolving the issue favorably to both GPS and 
NOAA's marine forecasting. (Source - Boat US) 

Tony 
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Reverse Psychology — A Good Way to Learn Boating 

Lt /C Ed Smith P   

     

Most of us learned to drive a car many years ago.  A few of us also learned to drive a boat many 
years ago, but for some of us learning to drive a boat is a relatively recent adventure.  My wife, 
Donnia and I are very new to boating with a total experience of 3 years.   We have taken our 
required State Boater Safety Course.  We have also taken Seamanship and Piloting along with 
many other seminars and classes.   All of these classes have been good and helped to improve 
our boating skills. I am personally a big fan of the USPS Training Simulator and have spent 
hours on the screen working to improve my boating skills.  Every time, I have gone out boating 
with fellow Squadron members, I have gained valuable experience and tips to improve as well.   

Recently, Donnia and I decided to attend the Basic Powerboat, 
Hands on Training, a one day class offered by USPS Learning Center in Tavares, Florida.  
The Learning Center has been offering this class in Tavares for a little over a year.    We 
thought the one day course could add to our learning and the supervised time behind the 
wheel could help us become better boaters.  So, we signed up for the day on the water ex-
perience. The class is scheduled to start at 8am and run to 4:30 pm.  Tavares is approxi-
mately two hours from our home port on the Manatee River, so like every good adventure 
we decided to go early and have more fun and went up the night before.  We stayed in a 
nearby Hotel, one that claims to make you smarter, and while we are not Doctors, knew a 
good night sleep would help our performance in the class.  

The class is held on Lake Harris at Fisherman’s Cove and it is an ideal training location.  The class is 
limited to just four students and this means there is ample time for individual learning and one on 
one skill building. The class begins with a few hours of basic instructions and review.  The course 
objective is to develop an understanding of boat behavior, learn practical boating handling tech-
niques, and perform hands on exercises to build skills.  In the class room we reviewed how a boat 
steers, and something that Donnia and I found very helpful was the use of the example of a lumber 
cart at the hardware store.  Next time, you’re in the lumber section, you too can demonstrate your 
boating skills.   

We discussed how to use thrust and steering together, and how to operate in reverse. While on the 
Water, during the practical session, we spent more time in reverse than I have ever spent before 
in my total boating experience in reverse.  The skill in understanding how a boat really functions by 
using reverse is a great technique!  

We covered the safe boating equipment and processes, and they used the same idea, that USPS Vessel Safety Examiner 
and our squadron member, Lt Don Hanzlik S, had shared with me a few weeks before of how he gives a safety check list to 
his new passengers on board and has them get involved in the safety orientation. (GREAT IDEA!)     

Our classroom instructor, P/D/C Tim Henke, of District # 23 and a retired Firefighter taught us a very simple way to tie a 
bowline in class and that in and of itself might be worth the trip to Tavares for anyone who has ever struggled with tying 
this knot.      

However, the real fun and learning began when we got on the water!  The training ves-
sel is a 21foot Carolina Skift with a center console.                

We got a five hour experience filled with drilling by Capt. George Yates AP. George is 
a retired Police Officer from Virginia Beach and also retired military. His patience 
though vastly exceeded his reputation.     

We practiced mastering the pivot turn, the 360 degree turn, using the spring lines, 
backing the boat, and backing the boat and backing the boat! Leaving the dock in close 
quarters, stopping the boat, the quick stop, mooring, anchoring, MOB, and then we got 
to the Slalom Course. Yes, there was a Slalom course set up and we got to do the Sla-
lom at slow speed, and on plane and yes, backwards!  What a lot of fun!          

There was a lot more covered on the Water in the Boat, but I’ll not give away the whole course.  Safe to say we came away 
with a skill list to practice to make us better boaters.   

For more information on this exciting training opportunity visit www.abclc.org. 

Also, if you stay an extra night, Mt. Dora is a scenic Lake community to visit and enjoy and as they say it is all on a tankful.     

Have Fun and Stay Safe. 

  

 

                  

 

Pix by P/D/C Timothy Henke, JN-CN 
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ABC Class—February 6, 2021 

 

 

A core of the education component of MSPS is teaching the 
American Boating Course, something the squadron has been 
doing since 1996. In addition to teaching boating safety and 
the relevant laws and regulations, the ABC course provides 
general information about boats, personal watercraft, and 
their maintenance.  

 

On 6 February, the ABC chair, Larry Beverage, and crew pre-
sented another offering of the ABC course, which is approved 
by the National Association of State Boating Law Administra-
tors (NASBLA). The February offering included instructors Bob 
Kelly, Tom Mertz, Myles Gee, and Bill Spencer lending their con-
siderable expertise in the variety of topics taught in the course.  

 
MSPS Commander Tony Romersa presented a section on what MSPS 
is all about and the virtues of joining the “fun” squadron. Each volun-
teer instructor must attend a certification course that has to be 
recertified every three years at the district meeting. Instructors 
typically teach items of interest to them.  

 

 

The course includes current national and state rules and in-
cludes 10 specific questions related to Florida regulations. Upon 
successful completion of an exam, given at the end of the class, 
students receive a State of Florida boat safety license that of-
ten leads to a boat insurance discount.  

 

Larry typically offers two to four ABC courses a year that in-
clude the use of boat safety related props as well as a lunch. 
Because of COVID-19, MSPS has limited the class size to 8-10 
students and there is a thorough sanitizing of surfaces and 
glove wearing. The ABC course is offered to the public and alt-
hough it is considered a recruiting tool, the club is happy to 
just educate boaters to be safe.  

 

The next ABC course offering is on March 27. 

Pix by Glen Kondos 

By Glen Kondos 
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SUNSET TOAST—Feb 9th 

It was a beautiful evening at 
Manatee Beach on Anna Maria 
Island on 9 Feb, as the Mana-
tee Sailing and Power Squad-
ron held a Sunset Toast orga-
nized by Bob Miller. A good 
turnout required us to com-
mandeer an entire table for 
the group, the tabletop soon 
littered with assorted drinks 
while conversations ensued. An 
occasional dance preceded a 
wonderful sunset when glasses 
were raised high for the toast.  

Glen K. 

 

Pix by Glen Kondos 



Page 11    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

Latitude + Attitude + (BYO)  Lunch at the Cross—10 February 2021 
 
 
What better thing to do on a beautiful day with light winds on the Manatee 
River than enjoying it on a boat. That’s just what Bob Miller thought when 
he organized the club’s Latitude + Attitude + (BYO)  Lunch at the Cross on 10 Feb-
ruary. 
 
Inspired by the Poker Run format boating event, Bob designed a unique 
challenge involving geolocation navigation techniques coupled with a whole 
lot of fun. Participants needed to be armed with a GPS and cell phone with 
at least one passenger to embark on the challenge. 
 

 It started out in the basin at 
Riviera Dunes where Bob’s 
Rhumb Line boat passed instruc-
tions to Tom Mertz’s Navigator 
with crew Phil Dasher and Syd 
and Fran Xinas, Ed Smith’s Katie 
Lee, and John & Verne Walsh’s 
Sabalo vessels.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The challenge started with documenting fire extinguishers and 
Florida and “Safety Check” stickers while in the basin. The vessels 
then departed to their first geolocation point for their first mission. Each vessel went to a 
different activity point, but they all eventually completed the same tasks. The activities 
included No One Home, Getting Thirsty, Lost in the Fog, and Who was that Masked Man or 
Woman.  
 
I suspect this fun event will be repeated so I won’t reveal all the details. However, wit-
nessing the skipper navigating blindfolded around a channel marker with only receiving di-
rections from a crew member was my highlight. Last stop was lunch at the cove by the 
Cross. All the participants’ boats rafted-up for great conversations entailing the activities 
of the day while enjoying lunch on a fantastic boating day. 

 
 

 On Thu, Feb 11, 2021 at 8:26 AM Verne Walsh wrote: 
 
“Hi Bob. Thank you for organizing this outing.  A bright 
spot in an otherwise dull year of social distancing.”    
 

By Glen Kondos 

More Pix on Next Page 
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Latitude + Attitude + (BYO) 
Lunch at the Cross on 
10 February 2021. 

Pix by Glen Kondos 
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Tuesday, March 2 

 7:00pm—Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, March 9 

 6:30pm—Sunset Toast 

Thurs, March 11~Sat, March 13 

 Spring Getaway  

 St. Pete Municipal Marina 

Wednesday March 17 

 St. Patrick’s Day 

Sunday, March 21 

 9:30am—Breakfast Munch Bunch 

 1:00pm—Off the Beaten Path Polo Club 

Saturday, March 27 

 8:00am—ABC Class 

Tuesday, March 30 

 5:00pm—EXCOM Meeting 

Tuesday, April 6 

 7:00pm—General Membership Meeting 

Friday, April 9~Sun, April 11 

 District Spring Conference                             

 and Change of Watch 

Tuesday, April 13 

 7:45pm—Sunset Toast 

Thurs, April 15~Sat, April 17 

 Treasure Island Cruise 

Sunday, April 18 

 9:30am— Breakfast Munch Brunch 

Tuesday, April 27 

 5:00pm—EXCOM Meeting 

Tuesday, May 4 

 7:00pm - General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, May 11 

 8:00pm - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, May 16 

 9:30am—Breakfast Munch Brunch 

Thurs, May 20~Sat. May 22 

 Vinoy Cruise 

Tuesday, May 25 

 5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 

 7:00pm - General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, June 8, 2021 

 8:15pm - Sunset Toast 

Sunday, June 20, 2021 

 9:30am - Breakfast Munch Brunch 

Thurs, June 24~Sat, June 26 

 Tampa Marriott 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 

 5:00pm - EXCOM Meeting 

 

CANCELED 

MSPS EVENT CALENDAR 

For additional information about these 
activities, please visit the Calendar  

Section of the MSPS website. 
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      2021 MSPS Boating Calendar 

Date(s) Location Port Captain 

     

MARCH 

11-13 Mar Spring GetAway  

 St Pete Municipal Chuck Whelan  

      

APRIL 

15-17 Apr Treasure island Larry Beverage  

      

MAY 

20-22 May Vinoy   

      

JUNE 

24-26 June Tampa Marriott   

      

JULY 

22-24 July Sarasota Hyatt Phil Dasher 
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      2021 MSPS Boating Calendar 

Date(s) Location Port Captain 
      

AUGUST 

11-15 Aug Caloosahatchee River Cruise   

      

SEPTEMBER 

16-18 Sept Longboat Key Matt Braatz  

      

  OCTOBER   

3 Oct Poker Run  Tom Mertz 

      

NOVEMBER 

Nov 6-17 Fall GetAway   

Nov 6-8 South Seas   

Nov 9-11 Pink Shell   

Nov 12-14 Marco Island   

Nov 15-17 South Seas   

      

DECEMBER 

Dec 10-12 Marina Jack Myles Gee 
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America's Boating Compass / February 2021 

 
EPIRBs and PLBs: Essential safety equipment 

 
Is your vessel disabled? Are you lost at sea? No working electronic devices? You’re in big trouble unless you have 
an emergency beacon onboard. EPIRBs and PLBs can help ensure you get the help you need in a timely manner. 

EPIRBs and PLBs 

Emergency Position-Indicating Radio Beacons and Personal Locator Beacons both emit distress radio signals de-
signed to broadcast your position in the event of an emergency. However, they have significant differences. 

EPIRBs identify the position of the vessel in distress. Larger than PLBs, they remain with the vessel. PLBs identify 
an individual’s position and remain with the individual. For this reason, PLBs are useful for a variety of outdoor activi-
ties— backcountry skiing, hiking and hunting—where conventional communications aren’t always possible. 

How emergency beacons work 

In an emergency, EPIRBs and PLBs send out a 406 MHz distress radio signal. COSPAS-SARSATS satellites pick 
up these distress radio signals. Once detected, the satellites relay the signal to a ground station. The ground station 
relays the signal to the closest search-and-rescue authorities who can initiate a SAR operation. 

PLBs send out two signals. One allows rescuers to determine a position within 100 meters or so. The second allows 
an SAR-tracking device to pinpoint an exact location once rescuers enter the 100-meter area. 

As with any piece of safety equipment, you hope you’ll never have to use it, but you should always be prepared for 
an emergency. An EPIRB for your vessel and a PLB for yourself are valuable additions to your safety equipment 
arsenal. 

You can find a wealth of information online about the different types of emergency beacons. Or you can take one of 
our safe boating courses or seminars to learn more.  

–John Swenson 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/education-matters/all/all-courses
https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/education-matters/all/all-courses
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America's Boating Compass / February 2021 

Knots to Know: Figure eight knot 

Superior to other common stopper knots, the figure eight knot can prevent a line from sliding 
through a retaining device. You can also use it in lashing to keep a line from sliding through a 
pulley or prevent a halyard from slipping into the mainsail rigging. 

Step-by-step instructions for tying a figure eight knot 

1. Start by crossing the working end, or tail of the line, over the top of the standing line, mak-
ing a Q shape. 

2. Twist the loop once away from the tail of the Q. 
3. Put the end of the line, or tail of the Q, up through the upper loop from behind. 
4. Pull both ends of the line to tighten the knot. 
 

If the final knot resembles a figure eight, you’ve done it right. 

To untie, push the ends together to loosen and then undo the working end. 

https://youtu.be/Ef8FjUae6bI
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Here is some exciting news from Amazon! 

Most all of us make purchases from Amazon. Now we can provide financial benefit 
to our squadron by using Smile.Amazon.Com without any extra cost to you.  

This works for both regular Amazon and Amazon Prime. 

It’s simple and easy to set up. Just go to Smile.Amazon.Com and follow the 
prompts. Type in Manatee Sail and Power Squadron as the organization you want to 
support.  

When you have the set up completed, near the top left of the page, it will say 
“Sponsoring United States Power Squadron.” When you can click on that, you will 
see the location as Wimauma, FL. Do not be confused when you see Wimauma, Flor-
ida as the address. Wimauma is correct. I have used my address when I register 
with the state every year. 

After you register Amazon will contribute 0.5% of all Smile eligible purchases you 
make. This may not seem like very much but it can add up to some significant mon-
ey to the squadron without any extra cost to the members. 

The products and prices are the same on Smile as on both the regular Amazon and 
Amazon Prime.  

So, please register and use Smile.Amazon.Com for all your Amazon purchases.  Ask 
your friends and relatives to contribute to our squadron this way also. 

Just remember to go to Smile.Amazon.Com and not the regular Amazon site for all 
future purchases. 

 

Thank you, Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP, Treasurer – Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 
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Upcoming Event Information 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

MSPS Breakfast Munch Brunch ~~ 21 Mar. 

   Great news!  Our Breakfast Munch Brunch is now at the Anna Maria Island Beach Café, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, FL. It’s on the beach at the end of Manatee Ave. W.  

 They feature the best all you can eat Pancakes in town, and its just $6.99.  

 Not into pancakes? There is also an extensive menu. Plus good coffee. 

 Their Tiki Hut Menu is very reasonable too!  

Join us on Sunday, March 21 at 9:30am for a great opportunity to meet up with 
your squadron buddies and social distance. See Ya There! 

 

          

 

      

 

 Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 09 Mar. 

Hi folks, 

Our next Sunset Celebration is March 9th. Join us at the 
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 1836 
hours.  

Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit… and 
enjoy the spirits.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Lt/C  R. Edward Smith, P   
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Sunshine News & Thanks 

Lt Marty Spencer, P 

HAPPY SAINT PATRICK'S DAY 

 

Gosh, not much to say this month. Many are still waiting in the Vac-
cine Standby Pool but others have moved ahead and have received 
their completed second injection. It sure is the luck of the draw. I 
hope everyone continues to have good health and patience.  

 

Be watchful for Leprechauns and 
Rainbows, it's that time of the year!!! 

 

 

Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of anyone 
who would like to receive a little sunshine sent their way. 

 

Keep our service men and women in your thoughts. 

mailto:mwspencer25@gmail.com
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March Birthdays  

Nancy Alayon-May 
Tom Brown 

Jayne Collier 
Susan Cuozzo 
George Druist 

Brad Gray 
Ted Halloran 

Debra Hartwell 
Twila Nahama 
Diana Nyman 

Joseph Pasquerell 
Elaine Schipper 
Vietta Smagghe 

John Walsh 
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HELP MSPS STEER THE COURSE – BE PART OF THE CREW 
 

It takes person power and a little time to do everything for MSPS to be a strong and active organi-
zation.  Volunteers are needed.  Just look at these exciting opportunities: 
 

 Want to expand our membership?  Get others involved with MSPS?  Sign on to be 
the Membership Chair.  Work from home; takes a couple of hours a week.  You 
can even ask a sailing buddy to share the tasks. For more information, contact Su-
san Agruso at jsa818.sa@gmail.com. 

 
 Do you like to talk to people?  Want to help new members learn about MSPS and 

make them feel welcome?  Can you send an occasional email telling new folks what is 
going on?  Then the Shipmates Chair is perfect for you.  For more information, 
contact Kathy Gee at Kgee1013@gmail.com. 

 
 Do you like to talk with people in the Boating business?  Interested in what’s availa-

ble to outfit or service your boat?  Would you like to see more ads in the Helm Sta-
tion?  Bring a boating buddy and sign on for the Helm Station Ad Sales Man-
agers and Distribution Support.  For more information contact Ed Smith at 
Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com. 

 
 Are you a Facebooker?  Do you like to stay in touch with friends and fellow boaters?  

Do you like to share information about fun activities?  Then Facebook Administra-
tor is perfect for you.  For more information contact Ed Smith at 
Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com. 

 
 Chairperson — Merit Marks Staff Committee: Works with the Commander to 

maintain a list during the year of those members who have performed significant work 
on behalf of the Squadron (primarily thru event reports submitted by event Chair). In 
October submit the approved information thru the Merit Mark Computer system on 
the USPS national web site for review and approval of Merit Marks. Contact Ed Smith 
at Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com. 

 

All of these are important tasks and vital to MSPS.  None of them takes a whole lot of 
time and the more people who share the work, the easier and more fun it will be.  So 
sign up now and be part of the crew! 

 

mailto:jsa818.sa@gmail.com
mailto:Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com
mailto:Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com
mailto:Ed.Smith.SPHR@gmail.com
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 

Ships Store 
 
 

Currently Available: 
 

Burgees:     
small 6X9 $18.00,  medium 12X18 $32.00,  large 16X24 $37.00 

Polo Shirts:     

small - XL $25.00,  2XL - 4XL $27.00    

Several colors available 

Sweat Shirts:     

small - XL $35.00,  2XL - 4XL $37.00    

Several colors available 

Zipper Hoodie Sweat Shirts:  

small - XL $35.00,  2XL - 4XL $37.00    

Several colors available 

 

Stay tuned for additional items next month. 
 

To order: Contact Sue Highfill 239-826-1661 or susyq43@gmail.com 
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Advertise! 

advertise@manatee-squadron.org 

We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and services. The 
Helm Station reaches over 125 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a national audience through 
our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple classi-
fied ad in 2 issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! See details above. 

Support our Advertisers—They support us! 

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad siz-
ing, and other information.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
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Next Meeting 

02 March 2021– Canceled 

At 1900 
 
 

 

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support 

As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines.  Their needs are year round.  The 
Bay Pines Community residents include both men and women who are living in Rehab units, mental 
health units, hospice, and other long-term care facilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think 
about how they might support these needy veterans throughout the year.  

Needed items include:  

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies 
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap 
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed  
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters    
 


