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Commander’s Message

Cdr Tony Romersa, P

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.

As we enter the New Year, it looks like the light
at the end of the tunnel is no longer a train coming at us but a real chance, if we stay safe for a
few more months and get the vaccine, to beat
this pandemic. So let me wish you a Very Happy
New Year and Good Fortune in 2021.
Thanks to our great volunteer instructors we
were able to resume our ABC class in December,
with safe social distancing & masks, with future
classes scheduled for early February and again in
March, 2021. Also in December our members
cruised to Marina Jacks for the annual Holiday
Cruise and Saturday’s Members’ Luncheon outdoors in downtown Sarasota. It was well attended
and fun for all.

To continue to support our member’s safety and
health, we have cancelled the General Membership Meeting for January. Also note the planned
District Council and Conference has been cancelled and will be done electronically. With the
vaccine rollout, hopefully we can plan for more social events and meetings in the coming months.

The Jupiter and Saturn Great Conjunction
A “Christmas Star” for 2020

The Helm Station
hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron, a unit of the United States
Power Squadrons®. We are located in
Manatee County, Florida.

Please take a moment to review the proposed
slate of officers and the operating budget for
2021 in the Helm Station.

Editor:

Thank You All for your patience, loyalty, and continued support of the Squadron thru these trying
times. Stay safe and healthy and we look forward
to seeing you all again soon in 2021.

The Helm Station is the official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron with twelve issues yearly. Opinions
expressed in The Helm Station are those
of the author of the article and do not
necessarily represent the position of The
Helm Station, MSPS, or USPS. All rights
reserved.

Tony

Photos:

P/Lt C Jim Agruso, P
as noted
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Executive Officer

P/C Matt Braatz, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

By now most of us had hoped that Covid19 has slowed down but unfortunately
this is not the case. A new strand of Covid19 has been reported in Europe
(England) so far. The good news is the vaccine is now coming on the market and
this should have some impact on what’s going on.
What does this mean for the Squadron? A lot of us are looking forward to the new year and
what we can do to make the Squadron better. All of the EXCOM members are thinking outside
the box on how we want to do things. Have more social and fun activities and offer more educational programs. Not only regular courses, but seminars to outside groups. Social activities like
having luncheons outside at a community park at Anna Maria, like the one we had at Pier22 that
had a great turnout. Unfortunately, this would not be a paid by the Squadron event.
We have a number of other things under consideration. We will be getting the Strategic Planning
Committee together to review and update our plan. For any suggestions, give me, Tony, or Phil
Dasher (new transferee) an email. If you would like to be on the Strategic Planning Committee let
me know. Not everything is doom and gloom since the EXCOM is doing a lot of planning behind the
scenes.
We had a great event at Marina Jacks with the boaters and luncheon at Patrick’s with boaters
and non-boaters. Many laughs at the competition for the ugliest tree skirt. Cliff and his wife outdid themselves plus many others. Myles was the Port Captain and did a fantastic job.

Although the ABC class was small, we picked up a number of new members. Thanks to Larry for
organizing and help from Myles Gee, Bill Spencer, Bob Kelly, and Tom Mertz. Chuck Whelan has
put a lot of planning into the Boating schedule but has had a lot of ups and downs. His plan for
January got canceled, rescheduled for Treasure Island, got canceled again since the Club is shutting down for 60 days, and we will be going back to Marina Jacks. Boy all within a weeks’ time.
Chuck stuck with it and got us Marina Jacks as I mentioned. Thanks from all of us for your hard
work. Thanks to all who are working behind the scenes such as the Treasurer, Helm Station, and
various others. We may not have had a lot of meetings this year, but the work continues on. Feel
free to contact someone on the EXCOM and offer to pitch in.
I hope everyone had a fantastic and wonderful Christmas and you were able to get together with
family and friends. Best wishes from all of the Bridge and EXCOM members for the coming year.
2021 will end up being be a truly great year for the Squadron in spite of everything.

Keep safe.
Matt Braatz, XO
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Administrative Officer

Lt/C Bob Miller, S

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Wow!!!!! Is the year 2020 really behind us???? It will be by the time you read
this issue of the Helm Station.
During the last two weeks of December 2020, Ed Smith, Jeanne & I made it out to the Anna Maria Island beach for the last MSPS “Sunset Toast” of the year. It was a bit windy & chilly and the
beach was pretty much vacant, but we still enjoyed a beverage and a “Red skies at night, Sailors delight” sunset.
Sunday, December 20th was also the last Sunday breakfast of the year at the VFW and Ed had
asked if I would cover for him as the Smith’s had another commitment. I couldn’t pass up their $1.50
Bloody Mary along with a $7.00 breakfast. I believe I was the only one who attended.
This year’s Christmas party cancellation left the Social Committee with many hand sewn stockings which were intended as table favors. Donna Smith, (professional seamstress sewed 200 stockings)
suggested they be sent to Bay Pines Veterans Hospital). Jeanne Miller cut out the patterns. Bay
Pines has two hundred beds, and each patient received a stocking and candy canes.
One more time!!! “Latitude+Attitude++(BYO) Lunch at the Cross” is back on!!! Tides are favorable for Friday January 8th, 2021. Plan on meeting at 0945 in the Riviera Dunes basin. This a fun
event for both day boaters as well as our cruisers. Fun activities using your GPS and cell phone cameras. More detailed information forthcoming. Invite a friend or neighbor to join in. This event is limited
to 8 participating boaters plus two “standby” vessels.
Happy New Year!!!

Thought for the month!!!
With repetition comes good habits, with good habits comes good seamanship,
with good seamanship comes security, and with security comes enjoyment.
And after all, isn’t that what we’re looking for in the first place?
John Rousmaniere
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Education Department
D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Hello, Hope everyone had a great holiday season.
Congratulations to D/Lt Matthew Braatz, JN for passing JN. Thank
you to 1/Lt Dean May SN for his instruction with this class.
Congratulations to new ABC III Students and thank you to all of
the instructors that put on the course.
MSPS hopes to have class running soon. The following is a list of classes to get you thinking:
ADVANCED COURSES:

ELECTIVE COURSES:

1. Boat Handling

1. Cruising and Cruise Planning

2. Marine Navigation

2. Engine Maintenance

3. Advanced Marine Navigation

3. Marine Electrical Systems

4. Offshore Navigation

4. Marine Communication Systems

5. Celestial Navigation

5. Electronic Navigation
6. Radar for Boaters
7. Sail
8. Weather

Full descriptions will follow in the upcoming months – if you are interested now to see the
course curriculum go to the MSPS web site at - https://www.manatee-squadron.org/
educational-opportunities/

I hope you all have a great 2021!
Lt/C Cliff Schmidt JN
SAFE BOATING
Wear your PFD, carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye on the weather
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Treasurer

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

manateetreas@gmail.com

Hello everyone from the Treasurer’s desk.
Guess what! Again, this month we spent more than we took in.
Besides the usual and miscellaneous expenses, the website and Pier 22 lunch created a $1384.96
deficit in November. So far December is holding alright without any large expenses on the horizon.
The balance for all accounts is $16374.73 at the end of November which reconciles with the bank.
Keep using Amazon Smile if you are using it and get signed up if you aren’t using it yet. Let me know
if you need help setting it up. I’ll walk you through the easy process.
1, Never in my whole life never would I imagine that my hands would consume more alcohol than
my mouth!
2, Education is important but opening the pubs is importanter!
3, I was drinking a margarita and the waitress screamed “DOES ANYONE KNOW CPR?” I yelled
“I know the whole alphabet” and we all laughed and laughed. Well – except the one guy!
4, Last week a passenger in a taxi leaned over to ask the driver a question and gently tapped
him on the shoulder. The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly hit a bus, drove up
over the curb and stopped just missing a pedestrian.
After a few moments of silence, the driver apologized and asked if the passenger was okay. I’m
so sorry, but you scared the daylights out of me! The badly shaken passenger apologized and
explained that she didn’t think a light tap on the shoulder would startle someone so badly.
The driver replied, No, No, I’m the one who is sorry. It’s entirely my fault. Today is my very
first day driving a taxi. I’ve been driving a hearse for 25 years.
5, After all the stupid things I’ve done in my life, if I die because I touched my face I’m going
to be really upset!
6, Do you know how weird it is being the same age as OLD people?
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Until next month, stay safe and healthy, Tom
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Manatee Sail & Power Squadron Nominating Committee Report
December 15, 2020
In accordance with the By-laws of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron (Articles 5 & 9), the Nominating
Committee hereby proposes the following active members in good standing for the offices as designated for the watch year 2021. Each individual has indicated his or her willingness to serve.
The Change of Watch has been scheduled on the USPS National information system for Saturday February 13, 2021. That date may be changed by the Executive Committee in accordance with the Squadron
By-laws.
Article 11, Section 11.1 of the By-laws provides that, Candidates for the office to be voted on at the
Annual meeting may be nominated by (1) Nominating Committee as herein provided or (2) by petition in
writing signed by at least five active members in good standing and filed with the squadron secretary at
least fifteen (15) days before the date of the election .

2021 Candidates
Bridge Officers
Commander Cdr Tony Romersa, P
Executive Officer Phillip Dasher, AP
Administrative Officer Lt Susan Agruso, AP
Secretary Lt/C Ed Smith, P
Treasurer Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP
Education Officer Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN
Assistant Officers
Assistant Treasurer P/Lt/C Bob Gutierrez,
Assistant Education Officer D/Lt Matt Braatz, JN
Executive Committee Members
P/C Nadene Cornell, S 1 Year
D/Lt Matt Braatz, JN 1 Year
Lt Ed Van Stedum, P 1 Year
Lt Chuck Whelan, SN 1 Year
Nominating Committee
Lt Ed Van Stedum, P
P/C Nadene Cornell, S
D/Lt Matt Braatz, JN

Auditing Committee
Lt Vern Walsh, AP
P/Lt/C Celia Strawn, P
Juliette Whelan, S
Rules Committee
P/C George Nartsissov, AP (Chair)
Don Tress, P
Lt/C Myles Gee, SN-IN
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Fellow Squadron members the 2021 Squadron Operating budget, approved by the EXCOM, is
presented for your review, comments and adoption. Please address all comments to either
Tom Mertz at manateetres@gmail.com or Tony Romersa at ajrllr1234@yahoo.com

2021 Budget
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Americas Boating Course
December 5, 2020
MSPS presented the first ABC class this year, after several classes were cancelled, due to
the pandemic. On Saturday, December 5th five students attended the class. With social distancing, masks, rubber gloves, sanitizing wipes and hand sanitizer the class was very successful. We are welcoming 3 new members and converted one cyber member into our club from
this class.
A big Holiday Thank You to Cdr Tony Romersa P, D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt JN, R/C Myles Gee SN,
Lt/C Tom Mertz AP, P/Lt/C Bob Kelly SN, Bill Spencer SN, D/Lt Matt Braatz JN and Lt
Chuck Whelan SN for their individual roles in making this class possible. We also thank our
friends at the Elks for allowing us to use their facility for the class.
The next ABC classes are scheduled for February 6 th and March 27th, 2021. Please keep
these dates in mind when talking with friends and neighbors about taking the class. Formal
communication will come out in early January regarding the specifics about these classes.
Although we receive many of our students from social media and your help when posting in
your local communities, word of mouth is the strongest tool available to solicit new students.
Wishing all a very Healthy and Happy New Year.

P/C Larry Beverage SN
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Marina Jacks SailAway 9 – 13 December
What a great weekend at Marina Jacks December 9 th – 13th! Eight boats spent part or all of
the long weekend.

Sunny days made the entire trip really enjoyable!

It was cold at night, but we were able to sit outside bundled up!

Saturday afternoon the Beverages new boat was
christened Beverages Aboard. A champagne toast
“to the sea, to the sea, …”

The highlight of the trip was the Annual Ugly Christmas apparel contest Saturday evening.
See pics of the ugly tree skirts in this newsletter! First Place went to The Whelan's, Second
Place to the Schmidt's, Third Place to the Beverages.
-Kathy Gee

Pix by Myles & Kathy Gee
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More fun on the

December SailAway

Pix by Myles & Kathy Gee
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2021 MSPS Boating Calendar
Date(s)

Location

Port Captain

JANUARY
5-Jan

District - Cancelled

8-Jan

Latitude+Attitude++(BYO) Lunch at the Cross

Bob Miller

14-16 Jan

Marina Jacks

Myles Gee

FEBRUARY
13-Feb

MSPS COW Exact date to be determined

14-21 Feb

National

MARCH
7-Mar

Poker Run

11-19 Mar

Spring GetAway

11-13 Mar

St Pete Municipal

14-16 Mar

Marker 1

17-19 Mar

Treasure Island

Matt Braatz

APRIL
8-11 Apr

District

15-17 Apr

Margaritaville

MAY
20-22 May

Vinoy

JUNE
24-26 June

Tampa Marriott

JULY
22-24 July

Sarasota Hyatt

Phil Dasher
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2021 MSPS Boating Calendar

Date(s)

Location

Port Captain

AUGUST
11-15 Aug

Caloosahatchee River Cruise

SEPTEMBER
29 Aug-5 Sept

National

16-18 Sept

Longboat Key

OCTOBER
Oct 7-11

District

NOVEMBER
Nov 6-17

Fall GetAway

Nov 6-8

South Seas

Nov 9-11

Pink Shell

Nov 12-14

Marco Island

Nov 15-17

South Seas

DECEMBER
Dec 10-12

Marina Jacks

Myles Gee
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MSPS EVENT CALENDAR

Friday, January 1

Tuesday, January 5, 2021
10:00am District 22 Conference Commanders Meeting
1:00pm Council and Conference District 22
7:00pm General Membership
Meeting
Friday, January 8, 2021
9:45am Latitude+Attitude++
(BYO) Lunch at the Cross
Tuesday, January 12, 2021
5:45pm Sunset Toast

Tuesday, February 9, 2021
6:15pm Sunset Toast
Saturday, February 13, 2021
Change of Watch (tentative date)
Sunday, February 14, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting

Monday, February 15, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting
Tuesday, February 16, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting

Wednesday, February 17, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting

Thursday, January 14, 2021
MAXIMO Cruise

Thursday, February 18, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting

Friday, January 15, 2021
MAXIMO Cruise

Friday, February 19, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting

Saturday, January 16, 2021
MAXIMO Cruise

Sunday, January 17, 2021
9:30am Munch Brunch
Tuesday, January 26, 2021
5:00pm EXCOM Meeting

Saturday, February 20, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 21, 2021
USPS Annual Meeting
9:30am Breakfast Munch Bunch
Sunday, February 21, 2021 thru
Sunday February 28, 2021
ABC Western Caribbean Cruise
Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Tuesday, February 2, 2021

7:00pm General Membership
Meeting
Saturday, February 6, 2021
8:00am ABC Class

For additional information
about these activities, please
go to the Calendar Section of
the MSPS website.
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Knots to Know: Sheet bend
Use the sheet bend when you need to securely join lines of different diameters, materials or rigidities, such as for towing and sailing. It can also be used to join equal diameter lines and is the primary knot used in making nets. Superior in its ability to hold under load and not jam or pinch, the
sheet bend is also easily untied after use.
To tie the sheet bend, both ends must be loose in your hands with no load on the lines.

Step-by-step instructions for tying a sheet bend:
1. Start by forming a U-shaped bight or bend in the end of the larger or stiffer line.
2. Pass the working part of the smaller or more flexible line up through the bight.
3. Wrap it behind the working part and then the standing part of the heavier line. Then take it
back up and over the two strands of the bight.
4. Pass it under its own standing line and over the working end of the large line bight.
5. Tighten the bend by pulling both ends of the thinner line.
If the two tails lie on the same side of the knot, and the thinner line forms a loop behind the thicker line with an X in front, you’ve done it right. To untie, take the load off the joined line and
squeeze the ends together. The knot should loosen and unfasten easily.
For other useful knots, check out Knots to Know. A new knot is added every month.
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R.- 5.15.20
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Here is some exciting news from Amazon!
Most all of us make purchases from Amazon. Now we can provide financial benefit
to our squadron by using Smile.Amazon.Com without any extra cost to you.

This works for both regular Amazon and Amazon Prime.
It’s simple and easy to set up. Just go to Smile.Amazon.Com and follow the
prompts. Type in Manatee Sail and Power Squadron as the organization you want to
support.
When you have the set up completed, near the top left of the page, it will say
“Sponsoring United States Power Squadron.” When you can click on that, you will
see the location as Wimauma, FL. Do not be confused when you see Wimauma, Florida as the address. Wimauma is correct. I have used my address when I register
with the state every year.
After you register Amazon will contribute 0.5% of all Smile eligible purchases you
make. This may not seem like very much but it can add up to some significant money to the squadron without any extra cost to the members.
The products and prices are the same on Smile as on both the regular Amazon and
Amazon Prime.
So, please register and use Smile.Amazon.Com for all your Amazon purchases. Ask
your friends and relatives to contribute to our squadron this way also.
Just remember to go to Smile.Amazon.Com and not the regular Amazon site for all
future purchases.
Thank you, Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP, Treasurer – Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
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Upcoming Event Information

Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 12 Jan.
Hi folks,

Our next Sunset Celebration is January 12. Join us at the
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 1757 hours.
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit… and the
spirits.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MSPS Breakfast Munch Brunch ~~ 17 Jan.
Great news ! Sunday January 17th at 9:30 am the VFW will be open for our Munch
Brunch. The VFW is on 51st & Manatee Ave W in Bradenton, Fl. This is the best
Breakfast in town for only $7.00.
The Sunday Breakfast is a great opportunity to meet up with your squadron buddies and social distance. The VFW has remodeled during this pandemic and there is more space
for this Sunday Breakfast. I can’t wait for Biscuits and Gravy and Eggs and Bacon or Sausage and a good
cup of coffee or for those more daring a little Bloody Mary or Screwdriver and they are so cheap you

almost feel guilty ordering them. If you need any info call (561) 906- 6811. See Ya There!
Lt/ C R. Edward Smith P
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Welcome Our Newest MSPS Members

Glenn & Terri Kondos
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

A Bit of News: Angelain Loggins and P/Lt/C Mike Stewart SN recently had surgery and are recovering at home. Hopefully, they will be back on their feet soon.
Well, here we are at the beginning of a new year...yeah! 2020 has been quite a year that has impacted us all and will certainly not be forgotten. Now that the vaccine will soon be available to the general public, we can't drop our guard. Social distancing, wearing a mask, and frequent hand washing
must continue and most certainly has become a way of life these days. I think of a mask as a fashion
statement if you like.
Hopefully one of these days we can gather and continue with the business and activities of the Power
Squadron.
GOODBYE, FAREWELL, and ADIOS to 2020 and look to 2021 that hopefully will bring back some
normalcy to our lives.
Please contact me at, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of anyone who would like to receive a little sunshine sent their way.
Keep our service men and women in your thoughts.
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!!!

Helmsman: A Helmsman is “one who steers the ship.” The Helm Station is our monthly
newsletter, and is one of the ways we communicate with our members and helps us steer our
organization. It is also one of our largest expenses. To help us defray the cost of publishing
this newsletter, we established the Helmsman Program.
You can become a Helmsman for The Helm Station by contributing $10 in honor of
the month of your birthday. We will publish your name on The Helmsman Page and recognize
your birthday during your birth month. Sign up in January to have your support listed
throughout the year.
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Birthdays - 2021
This Month Let ’s Celebrate...
Ed Cornell, Jan Mertz & Sue Agruso

January

March

February



Ed Cornell



Monique Gutierrez



Jan Mertz



Tony Romersa



Sue Agruso



Jim Agruso

May



June

September
Matt Braatz
Linda Romersa

Sandi Braatz
Nadene Cornell
Kathy Gee
Tom Mertz
Donnia Smith
Bob Gutierrez
Barbara Brown

August

November


Marty Spencer
Anne Picozzi

Ed Smith

October











July





Tom Brown

April

Myles Gee

December


Bill Spencer

I/We wish to join the 2021 Helmsman Program

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month

Mail or hand in this form to
the Treasurer. Thanks!

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month
Enclose a check made payable to MSPS in the amount of $10 for one person, $20 for 2
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Help Wanted - Squadron Volunteer Openings
These volunteer positions come with the reward of earning our Squadron national acclaim and recognition
and of course the opportunity to earn a Merit Mark right from the comfort of your home computer.

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an opening
for the position of MEMBERSHIP CHAIR. The
Membership Chair responsibilities include: processing applications for membership in MSPS and
USPS; ordering name tags; occasionally contacting
members to update their membership; and reaching out to those who have expressed an interest in
becoming members of MSPS. Interested members should contact: the Administrative Officer, Bob
Miller, at ao@manatee-squadron.org.

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an immediate opening for the position of FACEBOOK
ADMINISTRATOR.
Many of us during this
Covid-19 have sought ways to stay in touch with
others. Some of us have turned to Social Media
to support our Social Distancing efforts. Our
Squadron needs your support, so if you’re a Facebooker then this may be the best opportunity
you ever had to help our Squadron stay in touch
with your friends and have fun doing a great volunteer role. As Administrator your job is to provide some content, promote our Squadron in Social media, invite friends, review postings and
help others see the Manatee Sail and Power
Squadron as a fun organization that provides
good boating education and safety in our community. This volunteer opportunity comes with a
loyal following and supportive team of Social Media experts in the United States Power Squadron. This may be the best way you could share
with others that you’re on Facebook and being
productive and helping our Squadron.
Just email Lt/C Ed Smith, P Secretary at
ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com or call (561) 9066811.

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an immediate opening for the position of ENSIGN
CORRESPONDENCE. The Ensign Magazine
is published 4 times a year and is sent to all
members of the United State Power Squadrons.
The Ensign Correspondent is responsible for
communicating important news about our
Squadron to USPS. The Correspondent picks
out relevant stories and events about the people
in our Squadron to share with our national organization.
Interested members should contact: Lt/C Ed
Smith, P Secretary at ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
or by phone at (561) 906-6811 (cell).

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has two immediate openings for the positions of HELM STA-

TION AD SALES MANAGERS AND DISTRIBUTION SUPPORT. This position is a great opportunity for an individual who enjoys getting out
and meeting with people in the Boating business
and other organizations. We have a complete list
of businesses to contact. It is your opportunity to
meet new people and be the representative of the
Manatee Sail and Power Squadron in the business
community, while representing the Award winning
and beloved HELM STATION.
The right people in these two positions can really
improve our image in the community and the bottom line of our Squadron. So, if you’re the energetic
and fun loving member who has been looking to
make a difference, this is the opportunity for you.
Just email Lt/C Ed Smith, P Secretary at
ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com or call (561) 906-6811.

Members of the Manatee Sail and Power Squadroncan post a FOR SALE advertisement in the Helm Station at no charge.
Any unwanted boat, sailing item orother item laying around your house that could be put to good use by anothermembercan be listed in the Members Classifieds section of the Helm Station. Just send the description of the item, the price and a picture when possible, along with your phone number oremail to the
Editor of the Helm Station at either hs@manatee-squadron.orgormspshs22@outlook.com.
The deadline forclassified items is the 20th of the month. Ads must be renewed every month to appearin the Helm Station formultiple months.
The HELM STATIONcontinues to accept ads for businesses to advertise in the HELM STATION. So, if you have services provided foryourboat and/or
know a boating relatedbusiness that wants to reach out to like-mindedcustomers, there is always an opportunity for advertisement.
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https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education

Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org

We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and
services. The Helm Station reaches over 150 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a
national audience through our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard
business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad in 2 issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE!
See details above.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on
pricing, ad sizing, and other information.]
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The Helm Station
4728 Starboard Dr.
Bradenton, FL 34208
hs@manatee-squadron.org

Our Next Business Meeting

05 January 2021—Canceled
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines during the Christmas Season.
Their needs however are year round. The Bay Pines Community residents include both men and
women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
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