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The Helm Station 
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A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron, a unit of the United States 
Power Squadrons®.  We are located in 
Manatee County, Florida. 

 

Editor:  P/Lt C Jim Agruso, P  

Photos:     as noted 

  

The Helm Station is the official publica-
tion of the Manatee Sail & Power Squad-
ron with twelve issues yearly.  Opinions 
expressed in The Helm Station  are those 
of the author of the article and do not 
necessarily represent the position of The 
Helm Station, MSPS, or USPS.  All rights 
reserved. 

Commander’s Message                      

Cdr Tony Romersa, P                            cdr@manatee-squadron.org 

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends. 

2020 has been a trying and at times a scary 
year. The good news is all our Squadron 
Members are safe and Covid free. It now 
appears that an effective vaccine has been 
developed by at least two pharmaceutical 
companies. We need to keep wearing our 
mask and social distancing, hopefully, for 
just a few more months. 

We had a great luncheon outside at Pier 22. 
It was really good to see so many fellow 
Squadron Members again. This was our first 
attempt at a new venue and we hope to con-
tinue to develop more safe fun programs. 
Your ideas and suggestions would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Don’t forget the D22 Winter Conference, a 
one day event at the Charlotte Harbor Con-
ference Center in Punta Gorda January 5th, 
2021.The program will start at 1000 (10AM) 
with the Squadron Officers Meeting. This is 
a great chance to hear how other Squadrons 
are operating, to ask questions and come up 
with new ideas. The afternoon will be a D22 
Council Meeting and Conference. During the 
Conference each Squadron, with its desig-
nate ballots, will vote on proposed District 
Actions. 

Despite all the craziness this past year, we 
are poised to move forward.  We should all 
give thanks this Holiday Season for what we 
have been given. So on behalf of the Squad-
ron let me wish you all a Holy, Safe and 
Wonderful Christmas and Holiday Season. 

Tony R. 
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Squadron Update  
 
  

Cdr. Tony Romersa’s Comments at the Pier 22 Luncheon  -  17 Nov 2020  

 
 

“First let me welcome you and thank you for coming. This has been a crazy year for 
all of us. I won't kid you; your Squadron has lost membership due to Covid and folks 
just retiring from and losing interest in boating. The good news is we have all 
stayed safe and healthy. 

The Executive Committee has continued to meet and work on new creative and fun 
ways to move forward. 

This get together is a way to let us meet our friends again, and for the Squad-
ron to thank our members for their loyalty and support. Please thank Matt 
Braatz, George Druist and Ed Van Stedum for putting it together. 

Also let me introduce a new member and his lovely bride Phil and Myra Dasher. 
Phil comes to us from the Sarasota Squadron, but has been a long time USPS mem-
ber and boated up & down the East Coast. Please take a moment to welcome them. 

We have developed a new web site under the leadership of Myles Gee, with a lot of 
work by Matt Braatz, Ed Smith, Ted Halloran, and the contribution of others, as 
well. If you have not, please check it out. It will allow us to communicate more in-
formation, sign in for events, pay for meals all online. When on the calendar, click 
on the event and it will give the full details of the program. 

The EXCOM will continue to look for new ways and venues for our meetings and 
classes. We are also looking into electronic ways to hold events such as online 
with ZOOM. Maybe we can have outside speakers to talk on boating, have a grill 
out on AMI, renew the Chili Cook Off Event. If you have any thoughts, please 
let us know. 

We are restructuring our service tenure for the bridge to reduce the current 
commitment. We believe we should open up the Nominating Committee Membership 
to have members at large to give us a fresh look at potential new candidates. 

We will continue to expand our day boating activities and do some weekend events 
to include our members that are still working. 

As we move forward, we need to think outside the box. We need your thoughts and 
ideas on how to keep our Squadron fun and growing. 

Again, Thank You for your continuing support of MSPS. We will let you know when 
the next event is scheduled.” 

-Tony R. 
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     P/C Matt Braatz, AP xo@manatee-squadron.org 

Executive Officer 

If you missed the luncheon at Pier 22 on November 17, it was a great time 
to see fellow Squadron Members after so many months of inactivity. We 
had 51 people sign up for the event and 46 were able to attend. Tony did an 

outstanding job in bringing everyone up to date of what is happening behind the scenes. We 
also provided the tables with copies of his presentation.  

See photos in the HS. 

The 10 day Cruise got canceled due to the Tropical Storm and we had lots of rain and wind. 
We were lucky that it did not become a Hurricane as it went up the coast of Florida. Some 
boating members were able to go to Treasure Island that weekend after he storm passed. 

If you have not looked at the new website, you should do so. Thanks to Myles and his group 
for a job well done! 

Other than that, it has been a quiet month. Getting ready for Thanksgiving. 

Sandi and I want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. Enjoy family and friends and don't 
eat too much turkey. 

December’s Prayer- 

Heavenly father we ask your presence in the hearts and homes of the friends and family of Man-
atee Sail & Power Squadron, make us strong in body and spirit. Give us a faith that never weakens 
and the courage to never waiver as we ace the trials and tribulations of today’s world, whether it 
be Covid-19 or riots in the street or political upheaval.  

Let us take comfort in the knowledge that you never give us more than we can handle and the 
strength to handle what we are given. Let us give thanks for your steadfast love and devotion as 
you guide us through the rest of this year. 

 Remember we were given the greatest gift of all at Christmas, the birth of our Savior, as we 
approach the Christmas this year let us remember the true meaning of the season. Jesus was 
born to give us faith, love, and the forgiveness of our sins. Let us be more forgiving in our hearts 
and reap the rewards of God's true meaning of Christmas.  

Heavenly father please be with those who are ill and touch them with your healing powers, also 
comfort those who have lost loved ones. Please guide us with faith as we move into a new year 
and always inspire us to love one another. In your name we pray.  Amen. 

P/Cdr Nadene Cornell, S 
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Bob Miller, S ao@manatee-squadron.org 

It’s hard to believe that 2020 is almost history.  I can’t say it’s a year I 
want to remember.  The good news is that while I am writing this article at least three 
pharmaceutical companies have announced that they have successfully developed a vac-
cine that will be effective 90%-95% of the time. You betcha this Old Guy will be willing 
to give it a “Shot”.  

 

During these past eight months, your Bridge officers have made personal call outs 
to our entire membership. Each of our members were contacted at least three times.  My 
thanks to your leadership for taking time to make these contacts.  

 

I am sure other Bridge members will mention the great gathering we had at Pier 
22.  Thanks to all who made that happen.  The grouper sandwich was delicious & the warm 
cookies at the end of the meal were great. (yes, I had two)  

 

Unfortunately, strong gusty winds were forecast for both days and I made the 
decision to postpone the “Latitude, Attitude + Lunch” river event and move it to a later 
date TBA. The good news is that we had at least five vessels willing to participate. Stay 
Tuned!!! 

-Bob M. 

 

 

Thought for the month!!!  
 

“We learn the ropes of life by untying its knots” 

  



Page 6    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

  Education Department               

D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN                                       seo@manatee-squadron.org 

Hello, Hope, everyone is doing well this holiday season. As of 
this writing no member classes have been scheduled. We will 
keep you posted.  

 

MSPS will have an America’s Boating Course III Class, December 5th, 2020.  This is a 
limited class with all COVID precautions in place. Thank you, all of the instructors, 
that have agreed to teach this challenging class.  

 

USPS seminars are also available online to take a class or review. USPS is offering a 
25% discount on some seminars right now.  

Take a look at: https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education  

 

                                                         
 

Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas, wherever you are. I hope you are able to enjoy 
your family in these different times.  Stay safe, wear a mask, wash your hands. 

 

Lt/C Cliff Schmidt JN 

SAFE BOATING  

Wear your PFD, carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye on the weather. 

 

 

        

https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
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     Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP manateetreas@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Guess what! Again, this month there is not much to report.  
We had an expensive month. The usual storage rent plus the website and 
Pier 22 lunch created a $1334.80 deficit so far in November. 

The good news is that we received another $7.01 from Amazon Smile. So, keep using 
Smile if you are using it and get signed up if you aren’t using it yet. Let me know if you 
need help setting it up. I’ll walk you through the easy process. 
 
The current balance for all accounts is $16424.89 which reconciles with the bank.  
 

At the recent Pier 22 lunch I actually heard from a member that they were enjoying 
my meager attempt at humor. 

 

 Yesterday my husband thought he saw a cockroach in the kitchen. He sprayed eve-
rything down and cleaned thoroughly. Today I'm putting the cockroach in the 
bathroom. 

 

 Sometimes I wonder if all that is happening is because I didn't forward that mes-
sage to 10 other people. 

 

 I trained my dog to fetch beer. It may not sound too impressive, but he gets them 
from the neighbor's fridge. 

 

 2020 is a unique Leap Year. It has 29 days in February, 300 days in March and 5 
years in April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to Everyone. 

-Tom  

 

 

REMEMBER: Ships don’t sink because of water around them. Ships sink 
because of the water that gets inside them. Moral of the story, don’t 
let what is happening around you, get inside of you and weigh you down. 
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Pix by Matt B. 

“We had a great 
luncheon outside at 
Pier 22. It was really 
good to see so many 
fellow Squadron Mem-
bers again. This was 
our first attempt at a 
new venue and we 
hope to continue to 
develop more safe fun 
programs.”     ~Tony 

“If you missed the luncheon at 
Pier 22 on November 17, it was a 
great time to see fellow Squad-
ron Members after so many 
months of inactivity. We had 51 
people sign up for the event and 
46 were able to attend. Tony did 
an outstanding job in bringing 
everyone up to date of what is 
happening behind the scenes.”  

~Matt B. 

MSPS LUNCHEON 

PIER 22 

17 November 2020 
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“This get together 
is a way to let us 
meet our friends 
again, and for the 
Squadron to thank 
our members for 
their loyalty and 
support. Please 
thank Matt Braatz, 
George Druist and 
Ed Van Stedum for 
putting it togeth-
er.”          ~Tony R. 

Pix by Matt B. 

“I am sure 
other Bridge mem-
bers will mention 
the great gathering 
we had at Pier 22.  
Thanks to all who 
made that happen.  
The grouper sand-
wich was delicious & 
the warm cookies at 
the end of the meal 
were great. (yes, I 
had two) .” ~Bob M. 
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MSPS Boating 2020-2021 

    Date(s) Location Port Captain 

DECEMBER  

10-13 Dec  Christmas Celebration at Marina Jacks  Myles Gee 

 

Marina Jack Holiday Weekend Trip 

Our Annual holiday boating weekend to Marina Jack will take place Fri., December 11 - Sun-
day, December 13.  Enjoy downtown Sarasota and the Saturday a.m. Farmers Market.   

Saturday afternoon at 5 p.m. we will have the Cliff Schmidt Annual Holiday Ugly Apparel con-
test!  This year the apparel will be not t-shirts or sweaters but tree skirts!   

Get creative....U must wear the skirt in some way, shape or form!  

Hope to see you there, boaters and non-boaters. 

Myles and Kathy Gee 

mkgee@msn.com 

  JANUARY   

5-Jan District   

14-16 Jan Maximo   

      

  FEBRUARY   

14-21 Feb National   

      

  MARCH   

7-Mar Poker Run   

11-19 Mar Spring GetAway   

11-13 Mar St Pete Municipal   

14-16 Mar Marker 1   

17-19 Mar Treasure Island   

mailto:mkgee@msn.com
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   Tuesday, December 1 

•  America's Boating Club — Make  
      Boating Better Campaign 

•   General Membership Meeting 
       Cancelled 
Saturday, December 5 

• ABC Class 

Sunday, December 6 

• 11:30am MSPS Christmas Party 
  Cancelled 

Tuesday, December 8 

• 5:30pm Sunset Toast 

Thursday, December 10 

• Christmas Cruise 

Friday, December 11 

• Christmas Cruise 

Saturday, December 12 

• Christmas Cruise 

• 11:30am Christmas Luncheon  

at Patrick's 

Sunday, December 13 

• Christmas Cruis 

Sunday, December 20 

• Breakfast Munch 
Bunch  

Friday, December 25 

 

 

Tuesday, December 29 

•    5:00pm EXCOM Meeting 

 

   Friday, January 1       

   Tuesday, January 5 

•   District 22 Conference 
   10:00am Commanders Meeting 
    1:00pm District 22 Council and 

   Conference   
  7:00pm General Membership                    

   Meeting 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

• 5:45pm Sunset Toast 

Thursday, January 14, 2021 

• MAXIMO Cruise 

Friday, January 15, 2021 

• MAXIMO Cruise 

Saturday, January 16, 2021 

• MAXIMO Cruise 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 

• 9:30am Munch Brunch 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 

• 5:00pm EXCOM Meeting 
 

For additional information about 
these activities, please go to the Cal-
endar Section of the MSPS website. 

MSPS EVENT CALENDAR 
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AMERICAS BOATING COURSE 
 

Did you know that anyone born on or after January 1, 1988 must have a  
Boating Safety Education ID Card to legally operate a boat in Florida? 

 
 
The “America’s Boating Course” is being offered by the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron (part of 
the United States Power Squadron/America’s Boating Club) on Saturday, December 5, 2020, at 
the Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221. The course meets the State of 
Florida boating safety certificate requirement and is designed for anyone who either owns or oper-
ates a boat, or may be a passenger in a boat.  
 
The one day class will be offered and open to the public on:  
 
 Saturday, December 5th, 2020 
 Check in -  7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.  
 Class 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
 Registration deadline November 30th, 2020 

 Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221 
 Payment deadline November 30, 2020  $40 single attendance or $50 for a couple 
 (same family  sharing one book)  
 Box lunch included.  
 
 

Covid:  Class size is limited and all students will be socially dis-
tanced. We also ask that all participants wear a mask when 
entering the building and moving around the room.  
 
 
To learn more about our organization, please see our website at www.manatee-squadron.org.  
 
If you have questions or want to register, please contact Larry Beverage (941-518-3071) or email 
(LYB204@gmail.com). 
 
Thank you and safe boating. 
 

MSPS also offers free Vessel Safety Examinations. Schedule your 2020 inspection today.  
 
 

http://www.manatee-squadron.org/
tel:(941)%20518-3071
mailto:LYB204@gmail.com
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Knots to Know: Bowline 
 

An especially useful nautical knot, the bowline is worth mastering early. It’s useful for creating a 
fixed-sized loop, or eye, to go around a piling that won’t slip or bind under load and can be un-
tied easily after use. 
A person in the water can tie a bowline around the waist one-handed to aid in secure retrieval. 
While sailing, you can use a bowline to fasten a halyard to the head of a sail. 

Step-by-step instructions for tying a bowline: 
Start with a small overhand loop far enough from the bitter end to make the larger, final 

loop of the desired size. 
Continue to form a larger loop and pass the working part up through the smaller loop. 
Bring the working end behind the standing line and back down through the small loop to 

end up inside the large, fixed loop the bowline forms. 
To tighten, pull the bitter end and the large loop, and pull the standing part of the line 

away from the knot. 
Remember that the working end of the line goes on top when making the first small loop. When 
the end comes up through the loop it runs parallel to the standing line before being wrapped be-
hind it and back down through the small loop. 

If the finished knot loop looks similar in symmetry to a square knot or a sheet bend and the tail 
end points into the final loop, you’ve done it right. 

To untie, take off the load, and the bowline will easily release. 

https://youtu.be/PAI9JBbAH1I
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2021 In-Person Winter Conference 

Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

 

1000 - 1200 - Squadron Officers Meeting 

1215 – 1315 - Luncheon 
 
 

A.  Chefs Salad  - $24.00 

crisp romaine and artisan greens garnished with ham, turkey, tomato, cucumber, red onion, 

Swiss and Cheddar cheese with Ranch or Italian dressing, Fruit Cup, Fresh Baked Cookie, Iced 

Tea and Ice Water  

B.  Peace River Club Sandwich—$26.00 

turkey, ham, bacon, swiss and cheddar cheese presented on multi grain bread with lettuce, to-

mato and Dijon spread, Fruit Cup, Fresh Baked Cookie, Iced Tea and Ice Water  

C.  Veggie Lovers Wrap—$26.00 

grilled tofu, roasted red pepper, diced cucumber, avocado, alfalfa sprouts and hummus spread 

rolled in a flour tortilla, Fruit Cup, Fresh Baked Cookie, Iced Tea and Ice Water  

 

Check out the new, easy way to purchase your meal: 

* Sign in to the D22 website — americasboatingclub-d22.org — go to Members Only/Announcements and follow the instructions to purchase lunch (need 

your credit card, too) 

                 OR 

* Complete the form on the bottom of this flyer and mail it with your check 

1330 - Combined Council and Conference Meeting 

1600 – 1730 – After Meeting Gathering 

Free - One beverage and hors d’oeuvres 

 

Consider making the conference a mini vacation— Special Hotel Rate at 

SpringHill Suites Punta Gorda Harborside for $119 USD per night 

Book your group rate for January Boating Conference  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

  Mail to:  Jeane Anderson, 3191 Matecumbe Key Road #407, Punta Gorda, FL 33955       

  Phone: (941)575-9776 / Email: jeaneyanderson@embarqmail.com 

      

Meal Choices ___________________Check enclosed payable to D22   _______ 

   NAME/NAMES: _______________________________________________________________  

Your 1st D22 Conference? ___________ Medical Dietary Restrictions only _________________ 

SQUADRON: ________________________ Contact  ___________________________________     

No Reservations or Cancellations after December 28, 2020 

NOTE  -  Attendees Must follow Covid requirements (mask and social distancing) 

http://americasboatingclub-d22.org
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriott.com%2Fevents%2Fstart.mi%3Fid%3D1602686443574%26key%3DGRP&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd8af3cd32a1646870ac908d8705c89fa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637382890031392324&sdata=r4
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R.- 5.15.20 



Page 17    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is some exciting news from Amazon! 

Most all of us make purchases from Amazon. Now we can provide financial benefit 
to our squadron by using Smile.Amazon.Com without any extra cost to you.  

This works for both regular Amazon and Amazon Prime. 

It’s simple and easy to set up. Just go to Smile.Amazon.Com and follow the 
prompts. Type in Manatee Sail and Power Squadron as the organization you want to 
support.  

When you have the set up completed, near the top left of the page, it will say 
“Sponsoring United States Power Squadron.” When you can click on that, you will 
see the location as Wimauma, FL. Do not be confused when you see Wimauma, Flor-
ida as the address. Wimauma is correct. I have used my address when I register 
with the state every year. 

After you register Amazon will contribute 0.5% of all Smile eligible purchases you 
make. This may not seem like very much but it can add up to some significant mon-
ey to the squadron without any extra cost to the members. 

The products and prices are the same on Smile as on both the regular Amazon and 
Amazon Prime.  

So, please register and use Smile.Amazon.Com for all your Amazon purchases.  Ask 
your friends and relatives to contribute to our squadron this way also. 

Just remember to go to Smile.Amazon.Com and not the regular Amazon site for all 
future purchases. 

 

Thank you, Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP, Treasurer – Manatee Sail and Power Squadron 
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Upcoming Event Information 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MSPS Breakfast Munch Bunch ~~ 20 Dec.. 

Great news ! Sunday November 20th at 9:30 am the VFW will be open for our Munch 

Brunch. The VFW is on 51st & Manatee Ave W in Bradenton, Fl. This is the best 

Breakfast in town for only $6.00.  

The Sunday Breakfast is a great opportunity to meet up with your squadron bud-

dies and social distance. The VFW has remodeled during this pandemic and there is more space 

for this Sunday Breakfast. I can’t wait for Biscuits and Gravy and Eggs and Bacon or Sausage and a good 

cup of coffee or for those more daring a little Bloody Mary or Screwdriver and they are so cheap you 

almost feel guilty ordering them. If you need any info call (561) 906- 6811. See Ya There! 

Lt/ C R. Edward Smith P   

 
Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 08 Dec.  

Hi folks, 

Our next Sunset Celebration is December 8th. Join us at the 
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 1737 hours.  

Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit… and the 
spirits.   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Welcome New MSPS Members 

Judi Hanzlik 

Myra Dasher 
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Helmsman:  A Helmsman is “one who steers the ship.”  The Helm Station is our monthly 
newsletter, and is one of the ways we communicate with our members and helps us steer our 
organization. It is also one of our largest expenses.  To help us defray the cost of publishing 
this newsletter, we established the Helmsman Program. 

 You can become a Helmsman for The Helm Station by contributing $10 in honor of 
the month of your birthday.  We will publish your name on The Helmsman Page and recognize 
your birthday during your birth month. Sign up in January to have your support listed 
throughout the year.   

Sunshine News & Thanks 

Lt Marty Spencer, P 

                                               MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!!! 

 

Well here we are almost at the end of the year...YEAH!! We all have had an impact from 

the Coronavirus and I'm sure we will all be looking forward to the new year which I hope 

will be filled with great opportunities and peace. 

 

With the new year our squadron, hopefully, can get back to all the fun activities we all en-
joy.  

I would like to thank P/C Matt Bratz, AP, P/C George Druist, SN, and Lt Ed Van Stedum, P  

who arranged a wonderful lunch on the deck of Pier 22. It was so great to see so many  

smiling faces of our squadron members. 

 

Please contact me at, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of anyone who would like to 

receive a little sunshine sent their way. 

 

Please keep our service men and women in your thoughts. 

 

Wishing everyone a wonderful celebration of Christmas. I hope Santa is good to everyone. 

Ho, Ho, Ho, and Fa, La, La, La, La!! 

mailto:mwspencer25@gmail.com
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I/We wish to join the 2020 Helmsman Program   

 

______________________________________________ ______________ 

  Member Name                                                       Birthday Month 

______________________________________________ ______________ 

  Member Name                                                                                 Birthday Month 

Enclose a check made payable to MSPS in the amount of $10 for one person, $20 for 2 

Birthdays - 2020 

January 

 

 Ed Cornell 

 Jan Mertz 

 Sue Agruso 

    February 

 

 Monique Gutierrez 

 Tony Romersa 

 Jim Agruso 

March 

 

 Tom Brown 

April 

 

 Marty Spencer 

 

 

May 

 

 

June 

 

 

July 

 

 Ed Smith 

August 

 

 

September  

 

 Matt Braatz 

 Linda Romersa 

October 

 

 Sandi Braatz     

 Nadene Cornell 

 Kathy Gee 

 Tom Mertz 

 Donnia Smith 

 Bob Gutierrez 

 Barbara Brown 

 

November 

 

 Myles Gee 

   

December 

 

 Bill Spencer 

 

Mail or hand in this form to 
the Treasurer.  Thanks! 

 

Bill Spencer 
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Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an im-

mediate opening for the position of ENSIGN 

CORRESPONDENCE.    The Ensign Magazine 

is published 4 times a year and is sent to all 

members of the United State Power Squadrons.  

The Ensign Correspondent is responsible for 

communicating important news about our 

Squadron to USPS.  The Correspondent picks 

out relevant stories and events about the people 

in our Squadron to share with our national or-

ganization.    

Interested members should contact: Lt/C Ed 

Smith, P Secretary at ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com  

or by phone at (561) 906-6811 (cell). 

 

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has two imme-

diate openings for the positions of HELM STA-

TION AD SALES MANAGERS AND DISTRI-

BUTION SUPPORT. This position is a great op-

portunity for an individual who enjoys getting out 

and meeting with people in the Boating business 

and other organizations.  We have a complete list 

of businesses to contact. It is your opportunity to 

meet new people and be the representative of the 

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron in the business 

community, while representing the Award winning 

and beloved HELM STATION.    

The right people in these two positions can really 

improve our image in the community and the bot-

tom line of our Squadron. So, if you’re the energetic 

and fun loving member who has been looking to 

make a difference, this is the opportunity for you.  

Just email Lt/C Ed Smith, P Secretary at 

ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com or call (561) 906-6811. 

Help Wanted - Squadron Volunteer Openings 

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an im-

mediate opening for the position of FACEBOOK 

ADMINISTRATOR.  Many of us during this 

Covid-19 have sought ways to stay in touch with 

others. Some of us have turned to Social Media 

to support our Social Distancing efforts.  Our 

Squadron needs your support, so if you’re a Fa-

cebooker then this may be the best opportunity 

you ever had to help our Squadron stay in touch 

with your friends and have fun doing a great vol-

unteer role.    As Administrator your job is to pro-

vide some content, promote our Squadron in So-

cial media, invite friends, review postings and 

help others see the Manatee Sail and Power 

Squadron as a fun organization that provides 

good boating education and safety in our com-

munity.  This volunteer opportunity comes with a 

loyal following and supportive team of Social Me-

dia experts in the United States Power Squad-

ron.  This may be the best way you could share 

with others that you’re on Facebook and being 

productive and helping our Squadron.   

Just email Lt/C Ed Smith, P Secretary at 

ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com or call (561) 906-

6811. 

 

Members of the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron can post a FOR SALE advertisement in the Helm Station at no charge.   
Any unwanted boat, sailing item or other item laying around your house that could be put to good use by another member can be listed in the Members Classi-
fieds section of the Helm Station.  Just send the description of the item, the price and a picture when possible, along with your phone number or email to the 
Editor of the Helm Station at either hs@manatee-squadron.org or mspshs22@outlook.com.  
 
The deadline for classified items is the 20th of the month.   Ads must be renewed every month to appear in the Helm Station for multiple months.    
The HELM STATION continues to accept ads for businesses to advertise in the HELM STATION.  So, if you have services provided for your boat and/or 
know a boating related business that wants to reach out to like-minded customers, there is always an opportunity for advertisement.           

 

These volunteer positions come with the reward of earning our Squadron national acclaim and recognition 

and of course the opportunity to earn a Merit Mark right from the comfort of your home computer.  

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an opening 

for the position of MEMBERSHIP CHAIR. The 

Membership Chair responsibilities include: pro-

cessing applications for membership in MSPS and 

USPS; ordering name tags; occasionally contacting 

members to update their membership; and reach-

ing out to those who have expressed an interest in 

becoming members of MSPS.   Interested mem-

bers should contact: the Administrative Officer, Bob 

Miller, at ao@manatee-squadron.org. 

mailto:ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
mailto:ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
mailto:ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
mailto:hs@manatee-squadron.org
mailto:mspshs22@outlook.com
mailto:ao@manatee-squadron.org
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Advertise! 

advertise@manatee-squadron.org 

We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and 
services. The Helm Station reaches over 150 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a 
national audience through our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard 
business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad in 2 issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE! 
See details above. 

Support our Advertisers—They support us! 

[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on 
pricing, ad sizing, and other information.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
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Our Next Business Meeting 

 

01 December 2020—Cancelled 

At 1900 
 

Palmetto Elks 
4611 4th Avenue E 

Palmetto, Florida 34220 

 

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support 

As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines during the Christmas Season.  
Their needs however are year round.  The Bay Pines Community residents include both men and 
women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, and other long-term care fa-
cilities.  We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support these needy vet-
erans throughout the year.  

Needed items include:  

Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies 
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap 
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed  
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters    


