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Commander’s Message

Cdr Tony Romersa, P

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.

When you read this
Linda and I will be defrosting after visiting
her folks in the Frozen Tundra of Wisconsin.
While it was fun, it’s good to be back in Sunny
Florida.
Your Executive Committee continues to work to
develop events where we can more safely share
Squadron Fellowship. The General Membership
Meeting for November was cancelled which was
Election Day. We are working on and will be having
a safer venue and approach for later in November.
The annual Christmas Party is scheduled for Sunday, December 6Th at the Bradenton Yacht Club.
We have been asked and are working with the Sea
Tow Foundation to establish and support three
Life Jacket Loaner Stations at boat ramps in
Manatee County. They will be located at Coquina
Beach south ramp, Kingfisher boat ramp-Holmes
Beach, and the Riverside boat ramp in Palmetto.
Two volunteers for each ramp would make supporting the stations easier, so be thinking who you
would like to partner with. More details to follow.
If you are not familiar with the Life Jacket Loaner Program, please go to boatingsafety.com to
find Sea Tow’s web site. Once you are there click
on learn, then programs, then Life Jacket Loaner
Program. This is a great boating community service, and I trust we will be able to have enough
volunteers to support it.
If we don’t see you before, all members of your
Bridge and Executive Committee wish you and your
family a healthy and Happy Thanksgiving.

The

Helm Station

hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron, a unit of the United States
Power Squadrons®. We are located in
Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:
Photos:

P/Lt C Jim Agruso, P
as noted

The Helm Station is the official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron with twelve issues yearly. Opinions
expressed in The Helm Station are those
of the author of the article and do not
necessarily represent the position of The
Helm Station, MSPS, or USPS. All rights
reserved.

Tony R.
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Executive Officer

P/C Matt Braatz, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

Another month has gone by and things are still very quiet. The boaters had a
trip to Longboat Key where we had two boats get their paddles. Bob Miller
and his wife, Jeannie, finally got their paddle which was a long time in coming. Their boat name is
the Rhumb Line. Ron and Debra Hartwell got a paddle for their new boat: Bucket List III. Fun was
had by all and we consumed toasts to King Neptune.
We had two dinners out, one at Portofino at the marina with 16 people attending on Friday and at
the Dry Dock on Saturday. Phil Dasher and his wife joined us for Friday night and Don and Judi
Hanzlik joined us on Saturday. Even though we could not all sit together everyone had a good
time.

Usual swimming and get together for early morning coffee with “donuts,” docktails and WOD. We
set a record for our early morning coffee with ALL the WIVES joining us…...great having a “big”
group.
Coming up on November 17th we are having a “free luncheon” for Squadron Members only at Pier
22 at 11:30. The Board wanted to do something for the Squadron to get things moving forward
after such a long time of inactivity. It was decided to have it outside while we can still enjoy the
weather and watch the boats go by. With a change of venue, a terrific setting and a free meal
being hard to beat, it is hoped that we will have excellent participation.
Unfortunately, we will not be able to have a free meal every time in the future. Social distancing
and masks will still be required. If this works out, we could possibly look at doing a different location for future meetings. Meeting on that day will be very brief and if you blink you may miss it. A
flyer is in the Helm Station.
Fall getaway is coming up for the boaters along with some RV’ers and others who would like to join
the group...even for the day.
Keep safe and have a good November.
XO Matt Braatz
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Administrative Officer

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Lt/C Bob Miller, S

When this Helm Station is published and in the “hands,” so to speak, of our membership
I will be SO, SO happy that I have seen my last political ad hopefully for the next four
years. These past couple of months have brought the most divisive messages from
most of the national political candidates.
It’s time for each of us to say something positive and heartfelt to those we care about
and possibly pray for those who are hurting and troubled. Your bridge has reached out
to check on our members at least three times over these past turbulent months and now it is time for you to
pick up your members directory and give a “shout out” to a fellow member.
On a more positive note, we are moving forward with some enjoyable November cruise activities including the 9
-night cruise to ports to our South. At this time six vessels have signed on to enjoy a Gulf of Mexico boating
adventure.
After checking the November calendar, I have decided to bring the “LATITUDE, ATTITUDE + LUNCH”
Manatee River event back to life. While November is a busy month, please pencil in your calendar Thursday,
November 19th, or Friday November 20 th (Alternate Weather Date). This is a fun boating adventure that
can be enjoyed by both our Day Boaters as well as our Cruisers. All you need to participate is a minimum of
two people aboard, a GPS, a Mask, a camera that can record a bit of video and a vessel. I will be sending out a
MSPS “Blast” with the details to all our members.
ANOTHER IMPORTANT DATE:
MSPS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH

BRADENTON YACHT CLUB, 11:30-2:30
$32.00pp, incl. Tax & Gratuity
Reservation deadline: November 29th
Please Make your check out to MSPS and Mail to:
Jeanne Miller
3405 47th St. West
Bradenton, Fl 34209

Thought for the month!!!
“We isolate now
so when we gather again,
no one is missing”
Award winning Haiku Author unknown
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Education Department
D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Hello, Welcome to the official start of fall. Let’s hope the temps get under control and the hurricanes stay away and yes, it’s snowing in the
northern states. I was surveying last week in Wisconsin/Illinois and the
flurries were starting to fly!
The Covid-19 roller coaster has affected us all in one way or another. As of now we do not have
a plan for fall in person classes. Please keep in mind if you want to take a class, self-study is always a great option and our instructors will offer phone help on classes.
MSPS will have an America’s Boating Course III Class in November – This is a limited class with
all COVID precautions in place. Thank you, all of the instructors, that have agreed to teach this
challenging class.
USPS seminars are also available online to take a class or review for some others. USPS is offering a 25% discount on seminars right now.
Take a look at: https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education

Have a great fall wherever you are; enjoy the fall weather and the changing leaves.
Stay safe, wear a mask, wash your hands and we will see you when we are able to have our next
meeting.
Lt/C Cliff Schmidt JN
SAFE BOATING

Wear your PFD, carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye on the weather
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Treasurer

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

manateetreas@gmail.com

Hello everyone from the Treasurer’s desk.
Again, this month there is not much to report. Our cash flow was positive by $703.23. The $600.00 from
Regions Bank did show up in the September report. Interest and dues renewal made up the balance of the
income.
The only expenses this month was for our storage shed and a payment to the district for a new member.
The current balance for all accounts is $18659.16 which reconciles with the bank.
I’m pretty sure you are not missing my monthly treasurer’s report – hopefully, my jokes etc. are
providing a smile or two.
1, I don’t understand how a cemetery can raise their funeral prices and blame it on the cost of living!
2, How did we survive? Our mothers wiped our faces with spit on a hanky – not an antibacterial wipe!
3, Home School Day 22: My child asked me why I was talking to myself. I told her it was a Parent /
Teacher Conference.

4, I wonder why we are so obsessed with trying to find intelligent life on other planets, when we
can’t even find intelligent life here.
PLEASE remember to use smile.amazon.com for all your Amazon purchases and designate Manatee Sail
and Power Squadron as your charity.
Let me know if you need help setting it up. I’ll walk you through the easy process.
If you aren’t using this amazing feature – you should be! Even if you don’t specify The Manatee Sail and
Power Squadron, you shouldn’t let this opportunity pass by. Maybe you can help support your church or a
needy school. Please help support some needy cause.

Please also help support our squadron by sending in your $10.00 per person to have your birthday listed in
the Helm Station. I’m still collecting for this year and next year. This isn’t an annual thing. I assume we
are all planning on having a birthday in 2021.
Until next month, stay safe and healthy, Tom
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MSPS Boating 2020
.
Fall GetAway Cruise
Tired of COVID 19? Itching to get out and have some fun? The Manatee Sail and Power Squadron is
about to embark on its annual Fall GetAway Cruise beginning Nov 6th and ending on Nov 16.
Ports of call will be: Palm Harbor for one night on the 6th, Legacy Harbor for three nights - the
7th, 8th, and 9th, Pink Shell for three nights, the 10th, 11th, and 12th, and lastly South Seas for
three nights the 13th, 14th, and 15th.
Even if you don’t have a boat or one suitable for overnight cruising, you can still participate by car
since all of the Ports are co-located with suitable overnight accommodations where you can go by
car and join in the fun of our planned daily activities.
Join us at one of the ports or all of them. You’ll be glad you did. It promises to be a great opportunity to get some fresh air, a change of scenery, meet up with old friends, and have a great time.
Rest assured all COVID guidelines will be followed. If interested contact Chuck Whelan at 941-7446734. You will have to make your own hotel arrangements, but we will handle arrangements if going
by boat. Hope to see you there.
Chuck Whelan

Date(s)

6-15 Nov
6 Nov

Location

Port Captain

Fall Getaway

Chuck Whelan

Palm Island Marina

7-9 Nov

Legacy Harbor Marina

10-12 Nov
13-15 Nov

Pink Shell Marina

10-13 Dec

Christmas Celebration at Marina Jacks

South Seas
Myles Gee
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OUR CALENDAR
PLEASE NOTE: many of our activities are currently cancelled due to Covid-19 State of Florida Restrictions . However, the state is continually reviewing and updating those restrictions. So please check
your e-mails, etc. for MSPS updates.

November 2020
ELECTION DAY

03 Nov 2020
06 Nov 2020
07-09 Nov 2020
10-12 Nov 2020
13-15 Nov 2020

TBA

10 Nov 2020

1900

Membership Meeting—Cancelled

10 Nov 2020

Before
Sunset

Lt/ C Bob Miller S

Fall Getaway
Lt Chuck Whelan SN

Sunset Toast

Palm Island Marina,
Legacy Harbor Marina
Pink Shell Marina
South Seas
Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

Holmes Beach, AMI

VETERANS DAY

11 Nov 2020
15 Nov 2020

0930

Breakfast Munch Bunch

VFW Bradenton

17 Nov 2020

1130

MSPS REOPENING
General Membership Meeting

Pier 22
Bradenton, Fl

19 Nov 2020

0945

Latitudes, Attitudes +Lunch
Lt/ C Bob Miller S

Rivera Dunes Basin
Palmetto, Fl

24 Nov 2020

1700

EXCOM MEETING

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

THANKSGIVING

26 Nov 2020

December 2020
01 Dec 2020

1900

Membership Meeting

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

05 De 2020c

0800-1630

ABC Class

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

06 Dec 2020

1130-1430

MSPS Christmas Party

Bradenton Yacht Club

08 Dec 2020

Before
Sunset

Sunset Toast
Lt/ C Bob Miller S

Holmes Beach, AMI

10-13 Dec 2020

TBA

20 Dec 2020

0930

Marina Jack Holiday Weekend Trip
P/R/C Myles Gee SN

Breakfast Munch Bunch

VFW Bradenton

CHRISTMAS

25 Dec 2020
29 Dec 2020

Marina Jack

1700

EXCOM MEETING

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl
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Longboat Key Sailaway
Portofino

Front to back: Chuck & Juliette Whelan, Phil & Myra
Dasher, Ron & Debra Hartwell, and Pat & Brenda Murphy
Bob and Jeannie Miller, Kathy and
Myles Gee & Tom and Jan Mertz

Lunch at the Dry Dock

Chuck and Juliette Whelan, Matt and
Sandi Braatz, Myles and Kathy Gee

Don and Judi Hanzlick, Ron and Debra
Hartwell, and Jan and Tom Mertz

Pix by Matt Braatz
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"Bucket List III" Bob and
Debra Hartwell, Myles Gee

"Rhumb Line": Bob and Jeanie Miller, Matt Braatz

Breakfast Munch Bunch at the VFW Hall in Bradenton

Don Hanzlik, Judy Hanzlik and Nicole Hanzlik
Enjoy the VFW Brunch on the 3rd Sunday of October
Matt Braatz and Chuck Whelan talk a little
boating at the Munch Brunch

Pix by Matt Braatz

Page 10

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

By Ed Smith

21 Gun Salute by Marines for P/C Gary Minks
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Latitude+Attitude++ (BYO) Lunch at the Cross
MSPS Day Boater & Cruisers
Special “on the water” Event
When: 1000-1300 Thursday November 19th
(Weather Delay Date Friday November 20th)
Where: Manatee River (0945 gather in the Riviera Dunes basin)
Why: Because we all need to get out of the house!!!
Limitations: maximum participating vessels: 8 plus 2 Alternates
Rules:
All vessels must have:

•

A minimum of two people aboard (be better with 3 or more, invite some MSPS friends)

•

A face mask capable of covering your Mouth, Nose & maybe your Eyes

•

Vessels must meet basic Coast Guard requirements

•

A GPS/Chartplotter that displays Latitude & Longitude

•

A VHF Radio (Use Channel #72 frequency)

•

A Cell phone or two that can take photos & a minimum of 2 minutes of video

The Plan:
Skippers will be given a number of Lat/Long position waypoints that are located somewhere on the Manatee River
(Between I-75 & the Cross near the mouth of the river,) When you arrive at the Riviera Dunes Basin, you will be
given your Waypoint Package (6 Envelopes) and directions that will require you to do some sort of task after you
arrive at each waypoint. After completing your task, you will go to your next sequential Waypoint position.
EXAMPLE: Your initial Waypoint may be #4. After arriving at this waypoint, complete the activity and proceed to
WP #5 and so on until you have completed all the WP’S.
NOTE: None of your stops will require you to get off your vessel and you will be in a minimum of 6’ of depth.
You will be asked to forward your various videos & photos to me so that we can put together a short program to
share when we meet again at our next regular meeting. MTIMillertime@gmail.com
Wrap up with a BYO Lunch at the Cross. Turn in your participation package at the Cross.
!!!!!!!Like to be one of the 8 participants?????? Let me know ASAP!!!!
Bob Miller MTIMillertime@gmail or call 941 795-4646 Please e-mail or call me.
You are on your honor to only use the Lat/Long coordinates to get to each waypoint.
NO USING THE CURSER OR ENTERING THE WAYPOINTS MANUALLY INTO YOUR DEVICE…..PLAY FAIR!!!!
Important reminder: You should stay within the designated channel until you reach a WP position that indicates you
should turn toward the shore.

HAVE A BLAST.

Registration:
Name of Captain:_________________________________ Crew:_______________________________________
Name of Vessel:______________________________________________ Type of Vessel: __ Cruiser_ Day Boater
Cell Phone:________________________________________
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AMERICAS BOATING COURSE
Did you know that anyone born on or after January 1, 1988 must have a
Boating Safety Education ID Card to legally operate a boat in Florida?
The “America’s Boating Course” is being offered by the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron (part of
the United States Power Squadron/Americas Boating Club) on Saturday, December 5, 2020 at the
Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221. The course meets the State of Florida
boating safety certificate requirement and is designed for anyone who either owns or operates a
boat, or may be a passenger in a boat.
The one day class will be offered and open to the public on:

Saturday, December 5th, 2020
Check in - 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Class 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Registration deadline November 30th, 2020
Palmetto Elks Club, 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto FL 34221
Payment deadline November 30, 2020 $40 single attendance or $50 for a couple
(same family sharing one book)
Box lunch included.

Covid: Class size is limited and all students will be socially distanced. We also ask that all participants wear a mask when
entering the building and moving around the room.
To learn more about our organization, please see our website at www.manatee-squadron.org .
If you have questions or want to register, please contact Larry Beverage (941-518-3071) or email
(LYB204@gmail.com)
Thank you and safe boating,
MSPS also offers free Vessel Safety Examinations. Schedule your 2020 inspection today.
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How to dock a boat safely
Learning how to dock a boat requires advanced planning. Before you even arrive at the dock, prepare your boat
for docking and make sure your crew knows what to do. Planning ahead and communicating those plans with
your crew will help you dock without incident.
Prepare the crew
Explain your docking plan prior to arrival. Let your crew know what to do and what conditions might be encountered while docking. Answering the following questions will help the crew determine how to react:
• From what direction will you be approaching the dock?
• What are the wind and current doing?
• Which dock lines should be passed or picked up first?
• In what sequence will you need assistance or lines secured?
• What will happen if a problem occurs?
An unexpected gust of wind or stronger-than-anticipated current will affect your approach and the completion of docking procedures. Even traffic in the marina or channel could change your docking plan. The crew
should know what to do if that happens.
Establish communication procedures
Communication during docking should be worked out in advance and kept simple to avoid confusion or possible
misunderstanding. In many situations, voice commands will be sufficient for directing the crew. However, less
than optimal weather conditions, greater distance or an obstructed view could render them useless, so it’s a
good idea to establish prearranged hand signals for use during docking.
Check conditions
You need to assess the wind and current conditions to help formulate your docking plan:
• Look at flags to estimate wind direction and speed.
• Look at current ripples around buoys and pilings to judge the current’s effects.
• Observe other boats moored in the harbor. Which way are they turned? Concentrate on boats like yours
that are arrayed in different directions.
• Stop your boat briefly and observe what it does.
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Check conditions (con’t)

When the wind is coming head on (in the opposite direction of your boat’s movement), you can use it
to help you dock and complete other slow-speed maneuvers. Use the wind to slow down your boat
and gain better control when maneuvering.
Wind coming from astern acts against your boat, pushing it and increasing its speed. When performing slow-speed maneuvers, you need to anticipate how much acceleration the wind is adding and
compensate by reducing power. When approaching docks, moorings or other boats, use reverse
thrust to offset the pushing wind.
Prepare your vessel
Prepare your lines for docking well before you approach the dock. Attach the bow, stern and spring
lines to the boat and coil them on the deck. Use center cleats, if your boat has them, to attach
spring lines.
If your boat has lifelines, pass your docking lines outboard over the top of the lifelines, bring them
inboard again under the lifelines and attach them to the boat’s cleats. This ensures that docking
lines go directly from the boat cleat to the dock without touching the lifelines. Place fenders as
needed and have boat hooks at the ready in case you need to fend off the dock or other boats.
Proper fender placement will prevent chafing damage to the hull while docking. Placement depends
on your boat’s hull shape and the height of the dock or pier against which the boat will be tied.
When returning to your slip, deploying fenders and fender boards should be easy. If you’ve already
set them to the correct length, you’ll only need to reattach them to the stanchion, cleat or railing.
If you dock your boat against pier pilings, you may need a docking fender board or a long fender
placed horizontally. Fender boards are also useful to protect the hull from rubbing against lock
walls when transiting locks.
Knowing what to expect ahead of time prepares your crew so it can focus on the docking process,
rather than searching for needed equipment.
Dockmasters usually let you know on which side to place your dock lines and fenders. If not, ask.
Ideally, someone will be at the dock to assist you as you dock. If not, you need to be able to position the boat and deploy the dock lines yourself. Caution the crew not to jump onto the dock or try
to hold or stop the boat with hands or legs. This can cause serious injuries.

Prepare to dock in tight quarters
Docking in narrow slips or between two boats requires preparation and planning to prevent damaging
your boat and others. Using dock lines to pivot becomes more important when docking in tight quarters as the lines provide more control when moving at slow speeds. When necessary, they can prevent movement forward or astern.
Station crew members at critical locations fore and aft to fend off or handle dock lines. The crew
should have boat hooks at the ready. They should be used with caution to prevent injury, and never
braced against the body, which could force the boat hook into the handler’s body. Don’t use boat
hooks to fend off when docking larger, heavier boats. Secure dock lines before beginning the maneuver.
When to abort or delay docking
Occasionally, problems develop during docking. Have a plan in case the docking attempt is unsuccessful. Look around to see if other boats are approaching or departing the marina or docking area.
Are there any personal watercraft moving through the area? If you are entering a congested area
with limited room to maneuver, move out of the way and let other boats pass or wait to enter the
channel.
To learn more about docking and leaving a dock, take our Confidence in Docking and Undocking seminar.
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2021 In-Person Winter Conference

Tuesday, January 5, 2021
1000 - 1200 - Squadron Officers Meeting
1215 – 1315 - Luncheon

A. Chefs Salad - $24.00

crisp romaine and artisan greens garnished with ham, turkey, tomato, cucumber, red onion,
Swiss and Cheddar cheese with Ranch or Italian dressing, Fruit Cup Fresh Baked Cookie, Iced
Tea and Ice Water
B. Peace River Club Sandwich—$26.00

turkey, ham, bacon, swiss and cheddar cheese presented on multi grain bread with lettuce, tomato and dijon spread Fruit Cup, Fresh Baked Cookie, Iced Tea and Ice Water
C. Veggie Lovers Wrap—$26.00

grilled tofu, roasted red pepper, diced cucumber, avocado, alfalfa sprouts and hummus spread
rolled in a flour tortilla, Fruit Cup, Fresh Baked Cookie, Iced Tea and Ice Water
Check out the new, easy way to purchase your meal:
* Sign in to the D22 website — americasboatingclub-d22.org — go to Members Only/Announcements and follow the instructions to purchase lunch

(need

your credit card, too)
OR
* Complete the form on the bottom of this flyer and mail it with your check

1330 - Combined Council and Conference Meeting

1600 – 1730 – After Meeting Gathering
Free - One beverage and hors d’oeuvres

Consider making the conference a mini vacation— Special Hotel Rate at
SpringHill Suites Punta Gorda Harborside for $119 USD per night
Book your group rate for January Boating Conference

-------------------------------------------

Mail to: Jeane Anderson, 3191 Matecumbe Key Road #407, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
Phone: (941)575-9776 / Email: jeaneyanderson@embarqmail.com
Meal Choices ___________________Check enclosed payable to D22

_______

NAME/NAMES: _______________________________________________________________
Your 1st D22 Conference? ___________ Medical Dietary Restrictions only _________________
SQUADRON: ________________________ Contact ___________________________________
No Reservations or Cancellations after December 28, 2020
NOTE - Attendees Must follow Covid requirements (mask and social distancing)
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R.- 5.15.20
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Here is some exciting news from Amazon!
Most all of us make purchases from Amazon. Now we can provide financial benefit
to our squadron by using Smile.Amazon.Com without any extra cost to you.
This works for both regular Amazon and Amazon Prime.
It’s simple and easy to set up. Just go to Smile.Amazon.Com and follow the
prompts. Type in Manatee Sail and Power Squadron as the organization you want to
support.
When you have the set up completed, near the top left of the page, it will say
“Sponsoring United States Power Squadron.” When you can click on that, you will
see the location as Wimauma, FL. Do not be confused when you see Wimauma, Florida as the address. Wimauma is correct. I have used my address when I register
with the state every year.
After you register Amazon will contribute 0.5% of all Smile eligible purchases you
make. This may not seem like very much but it can add up to some significant money to the squadron without any extra cost to the members.
The products and prices are the same on Smile as on both the regular Amazon and
Amazon Prime.
So, please register and use Smile.Amazon.Com for all your Amazon purchases. Ask
your friends and relatives to contribute to our squadron this way also.
Just remember to go to Smile.Amazon.Com and not the regular Amazon site for all
future purchases.
Thank you, Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP, Treasurer – Manatee Sail and Power Squadron
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Upcoming Event Information
Every Tuesday at the Elks Club Lounge.
Get together every Tuesday around 1300 for burgers, hot dogs, libations, and great
socializing with fellow members. Hope you can join us!
Tony R.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 10 Nov.
Hi folks,
Our next Sunset Celebration is November 10th. Join us at
the Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 1741
hours.
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit… and
the spirits.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MSPS Breakfast Munch Bunch ~~ 15 Nov.
Great news ! Sunday November 15th at 9:30 am the VFW will be open for our Munch
Brunch. The VFW is on 51st & Manatee Ave W in Bradenton, Fl. This is the best
Breakfast in town for only $6.00.
The Sunday Breakfast is a great opportunity to meet up with your squadron buddies and social
distance. The VFW has remodeled during this pandemic and there is more space for this Sunday Breakfast. I can’t wait for Biscuits and Gravy and Eggs and Bacon or Sausage and a good cup of coffee or for
those more daring a little Bloody Mary or Screwdriver and they are so cheap you almost feel guilty ordering them. If you need any info call (561) 906- 6811. See Ya There!
Lt/ C R. Edward Smith P
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Marina Jack Holiday Weekend Trip
Our Annual holiday boating weekend to Marina Jack will take place Fri., December 11 Sunday, December 13. Enjoy downtown Sarasota and the Saturday a.m. Farmers Market.
Saturday afternoon at 5 p.m. we will have the Cliff Schmidt Annual Holiday Ugly Apparel
contest! This year the apparel will be not t-shirts or sweaters but tree skirts!
Get creative....U must wear the skirt in some way, shape or form!
Hope to see you there, boaters and non-boaters.
Myles and Kathy Gee
mkgee@msn.com

Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!
No news to report.
Our lives continue on hold with social distancing, minimal social interaction, wearing facial coverings,
and frequent hand washing.
With the approaching holidays the celebrations will be very different for all of us. Thanksgiving Day
will not be the same without The Macy Day Parade and our dinner guests maybe small in numbers.
Apologies for the whining. It is a different time we are living in today.
Please contact me, at mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of anyone who would like a little sunshine
sent their way.
Remember our service men and women.

Helmsman: A Helmsman is “one who steers the ship.” The Helm Station is our monthly
newsletter, and is one of the ways we communicate with our members and helps us steer our
organization. It is also one of our largest expenses. To help us defray the cost of publishing
this newsletter, we established the Helmsman Program.
You can become a Helmsman for The Helm Station by contributing $10 in honor of
the month of your birthday. We will publish your name on The Helmsman Page and recognize
your birthday during your birth month. Sign up in January to have your support listed
throughout the year.
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Birthdays - 2020
November’s Birthday Celebrations
Myles Gee

January

March

February



Ed Cornell



Monique Gutierrez



Jan Mertz



Tony Romersa



Sue Agruso



Jim Agruso

May



June

September

Matt Braatz
Linda Romersa

Sandi Braatz
Nadene Cornell
Kathy Gee
Tom Mertz
Donnia Smith
Bob Gutierrez
Barbara Brown

August

November



Marty Spencer

Ed Smith

October











July





Tom Brown

April

Myles Gee

December



Bill Spencer

I/We wish to join the 2020 Helmsman Program

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month

Mail or hand in this form to
the Treasurer. Thanks!

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month
Enclose a check made payable to MSPS in the amount of $10 for one person, $20 for 2
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Help Wanted
Squadron Volunteer Openings
Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an immediate opening for the position of ENSIGN
CORRESPONDENCE. The Ensign Magazine is published 4 times a year and is sent to
all members of the United State Power Squadrons. The Ensign Correspondent is responsible
for communicating important news about our
Squadron to USPS. The Correspondent picks
out relevant stories and events about the people
in our Squadron to share with our national organization. This volunteer position comes with
the reward of earning our Squadron national
acclaim and recognition and of course the opportunity to earn a Merit Mark right from the
comfort of your home computer.
Interested members should contact: Lt/C Ed
Smith, P Secretary at ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
or by phone at (561) 906-6811 (cell)

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has two immediate openings for the positions of HELM STA-

TION AD SALES MANAGERS AND DISTRIBUTION SUPPORT. This position is a great opportunity for an individual who enjoys getting out
and meeting with people in the Boating business
and other organizations. We have a complete list
of businesses to contact. It is your opportunity to
meet new people and be the representative of the
Manatee Sail and Power Squadron in the business
community, while representing the Award winning
and beloved HELM STATION.

The right people in these two positions can really improve our image in the community and the
bottom line of our Squadron. So, if you’re the
energetic and fun loving member who has been
looking to make a difference, this is the opportunity for you. Oh, and yes, no doubt there is a
Merit Mark waiting for you as a part of your reward. Just email Lt/C Ed Smith, P Secretary at
ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com or call (561) 9066811.
Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an immediate opening for the position of FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATOR. Many of us during
this Covid-19 have sought ways to stay in touch
with others. Some of us have turned to Social
Media to support our Social Distancing efforts.
Our Squadron needs your support, so if you’re a
Facebooker then this may be the best opportunity you ever had to help our Squadron stay in
touch with your friends and have fun doing a
great volunteer role. As Administrator your job
is to provide some content, promote our Squadron in Social media, invite friends, review postings and help others see the Manatee Sail and
Power Squadron as a fun organization that provides good boating education and safety in our
community. This volunteer opportunity comes
with a loyal following and supportive team of Social Media experts in the United States Power
Squadron. This may be the best way you could
share with others that you’re on Facebook and
being productive and helping our Squadron and
earning a Merit Mark as well. Just email Lt/C Ed
Smith, P Secretary at ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
or call (561) 906-6811.

Members of the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron can post a FOR SALE advertisement in the Helm Stationat no charge.
Any unwanted boat, sailing item or other item laying around your house that could be put to good use by another member can be listed in the Members Classifieds section of the Helm Station. Just send the description of the item, the price and a picture when possible, along with your phone number or email to the
Editor of the Helm Station at either hs@manatee-squadron.org or mspshs22@outlook.com.
The deadline for classified items is the 20th of the month. Ads must be renewed every month to appear in the Helm Station for multiple months.
The HELM STATION continues to accept ads for businesses to advertise in the HELM STATION. So, if you have services providedfor your boat and/or
know a boating related business that wants to reach out to like-minded customers, there is always an opportunity for advertisement.
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https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education

Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and
services. The Helm Station reaches over 150 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a
national audience through our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard
business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad in 2 issues. For a limited time, Members advertise FREE!
See details above.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on
pricing, ad sizing, and other information.]
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The Helm Station
4728 Starboard Dr.
Bradenton, FL 34208
hs@manatee-squadron.org

Our Next Business Meeting

10 November 2020—Cancelled
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines during the Christmas Season.
Their needs however are year round. The Bay Pines Community residents include both men and
women who are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
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