The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

June

The Helm Station
www.manatee-squadron.org

2020

941-799-7370

~Jim A.

Photo by Ed Smith

Pix by Sue A.

Marina Jack’s, Sarasota FL.

In this Edition:


Messages from our Commander and Bridge



Calendar, Snacks, Sunshine & Trivia



New - Members Classifieds



2020 Boating Activities



USPS Online Boat Handling Course



Upcoming Events Information



Smile.Amazon.Com



Help Wanted



Keeping Things in Perspective



Member news, Helmsman page & advertisements

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®

Page 1

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Commander’s Message

Cdr Tony Romerso, P

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.

I trust everyone is staying smart,
safe, and healthy. If you are getting
tired of old movies and re-runs let me
recommend America’s Boating Channel.
Available on the web this USPS site
offers a wide array of good boating
and boating skills videos. They are all
very well done, as well as, educational
and fun to watch as we all wait to get
back to our cruising activities.

Linda and I have tried a few restaurants that offer outside seating and it
has worked out fine. Lots of room between tables and if we had to order
inside all patrons had masks, not so
much recently in grocery stores however.
With the Squadron still shut down not
much else to add. Please stay safe and
check in from time to time with your
fellow Squadron members to make
sure they are safe and help them out
if they need help.

The

Helm Station

hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power
Squadrons®. We are located in Manatee County, Florida.

Editor:

P/Lt C Jim Agruso, P

Publisher:

Lt Ted Halloran, P

Asst. Editor: Lt John Walsh, N
Photos:

as noted

The Helm Station is the official publication of
the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron with twelve
issues yearly. Opinions expressed in The Helm
Station are those of the author of the article
and do not necessarily represent the position of
The Helm Station, MSPS, or USPS. All rights
reserved.
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Executive Officer

P/C Matt Braatz, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

June is already here, and the Squadron is still in a shutdown mode for ac-

tivities. I know that a lot of us are ready to go if things become a little
more normal. Since most of us are in the age bracket that could be the most affected by
the virus, please keep safe and follow the CDC recommendations. Enough said as I am sure
you hear this every day.

June’s meeting is canceled, and we do not meet for July and August. It seems like a long
time before we start again. Everyone should put on their thinking, creative caps and come
up with ways to do things in small groups. Maybe sit at the beach and watch the sunset or
have a cookout with chili. Have a beer at the Elks Lodge to help support them. Have a few
day boaters get together for the meal somewhere on the beach. Pass your ideas along to a
bridge member. Sounds good…… Let’s see what we can come up with!!!
The Vessel Safety group is still on hold for doing vessel safety checks. I have a number
of neighbors who want to have them done and it will be busy once we get the ok to start
up again.
Although we are shut down on activities, we still have people working behind the scenes
such as the HS, Treasurer, CDR, Boating Activities, etc. to mention a few. Many thanks
for your efforts.

Keep safe and have a great June.

Keep busy.

Page 3

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Administrative Officer

Lt/C Bob Miller, S

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Heading for the end of May and still we are still supposed to look like
Bank Robbers and wear our masks. My wife made mine and I think she
wants me to sleep with it on to reduce the “loud breathing” I seem to create. Well, that’s life in the Miller household. I feel I have conquered enough “Honey Do”
items she put on my list.
While we all should try to support our squadron sponsors, I would like to add another one to
your list. John Horn, owner of the four AMOB (Anna Maria Oyster Bar) restaurants has
reopened up to the current limits allowed. We get an e-mail newsletter update every so often. John has over 300 employees and he has continued to pay all of them regular wages
during this difficult time. He strongly supports our local school system and for many years
he treats the entire faculty & staff of one of schools (different one each year) to a holiday
dinner. I hope you and some of your friends can plan a meal out at one of his establishments.
Time to dig out some of your “unused “nautical gear and let the members of the squadron
know you want to pass it on. The Helm Station will now have a “classified” area for you to
list as well as put a photo of the item for sale. I am quite certain that what you are trying
to sell is somewhat nautical related.
Can’t think of much more news to share with you at this time.
Stay safe, smile, wash your hands.
Puzzle of the Month:
Which Ship did Christopher Columbus sail across the ocean on??
Nina, Pinta or Santa Maria??

Answer: Page_____22___
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Education Department
D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

As we move into the restart of the state and the new order of social distancing
and PPE, MSPS classes have been idle.
National has started to allow for tests to be sent in and then sent out for review. I
know the Marine Navigation tests are at national and they are working on getting
them to the reviewer.
MSPS instructors will work with their students and get the classes completed as
they can.
If you have never looked at the USPS Boating channel now might be a good time. The
following link will take you there https://americasboatingchannel.com/
And as always USPS does have classes online at

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
As we all adapt to this new way of life and PPE, my work is moving forward with the
new changes. I was along the Minnesota/Canada boarding survey 30+ Charter boats
for the insurance company and came across a family of Big Foots – Swamp Apes to
Floridians. And yes, they too are practicing the use of PPE like me.
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Treasurer

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

manateetreas@gmail.com

I hope everyone is safe and healthy.
As expected, there is not much to report this month. We had $643.98 more in
expenses than income this month. Much of the deficit was because we donated
$500.00 to the Palmetto Elks Club. We want them to survive this unfortunate
situation and continue meeting at their facility. Another larger expense was
over $500.00 for ABC class materials. Hopefully, this class can resume before too long.
The current balance for all accounts is $17488.15 which reconciles with the bank.
Please remember to use smile.amazon.com for all your Amazon purchases and designate Manatee
Sail and Power Squadron as your charity.
Please also help support our squadron by sending in your $10.00 per person to have your birthday
listed in the Helm Station.
Until next month, stay safe and healthy,
Tom

BOATING ACTIVITIES
Well, it looks like we are off to a slow start for the scheduled boating activities for 2020.
We were successful in completing a cruise to Treasure Island in January even though only three
boats participated. Weather was a little cool then, but it was enjoyable just getting away for
the weekend.
We wound up canceling the Spring Getaway scheduled for 6-15 March due to the lack of participation.
Then the “Big C” (Covid-19) reared its ugly head, causing us to cancel all Squadron Activities for
the foreseeable future. This means we had to also cancel the scheduled May cruise to the Tampa Marriott.
But we are hopeful that things will improve enough so that we can soon restart the 2020 cruising
schedule. Included in this Helm Station are the planned cruises for the remaining year. Next up
is Little Harbor for 26-27 June. If you would like to participate in this cruise or any of the remaining cruises you can call or email Chuck Whelan to be put on the roster.
Charles.whelan@gmail.com. 941-388-9420
Here’s hoping for an improved boating experience for the rest of the year.
Chuck Whelan

Page 6

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Announcing the New Members Classified Section

of the Helm Station
Starting next month any member of the Manatee Sail and Power
Squadron can post a FOR SALE advertisement in the Helm Station
at no charge.
Any unwanted boat, sailing item or other item laying around your
house that could be put to good use by another member can be
listed in the Members Classified section of the Helm Station.

Just send the description of the item, the price and, if you want to
include a picture that is good too, along with your phone number or
email to the Editor of the Helm Station at either hs@manateesquadron.org or mspshs22@outlook.com.
The deadline for classified items is the 20th of the month. Ads
must be renewed every month to appear in the Helm Station for
multiple months.

Our HELM STATION continues to accept ads for businesses to
advertise in the HELM STATION. So, if you have services provided for your boat and/or know a boating related business that
wants to reach out to like-minded customers there is always an opportunity for advertisement.
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Now available online. Boat Handling, the new squadron course that replaces Seamanship, is now available in a virtual classroom. The online version of Boat Handling includes student-controlled narrated slide presentations for each of the six sections,
an e-book version of the full Boat Handling student guide and an online test. If
you’ve taken America’s Boating Course—Boat Handling is next! Purchase, take the
course, take the test, and earn your grade of Seaman all online.
Learn at home. In this time of social distancing, what could be better than taking
and passing Boat Handling at home? The course covers what all boaters need to
know: Rules of the Road, Docking, Boating with Confidence, Anchoring, Emergencies
on Board and Knots and Line Handling.
Get it here. Go to America's Boating Club Online Boating, click on the gray Virtual
Classroom tile and purchase Boat Handling for $67.50. You can also purchase the individual seminars that make up the Boat Handling course for $24.95, but the full
course is the best deal, saving you $82.20!
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Keeping things in perspective…
“For a small amount of perspective at this moment, imagine you were

born in 1900.














When you are 14, World War I starts. It ends on your 18th birthday with 22 million people killed.
Later that same year, a Spanish Flu epidemic hits the planet and
doesn’t end until you are 20. Fifty million people die from it in those
two years. Yes, 50 million.
When you're 29, the Great Depression begins. Unemployment hits
25%, global GDP drops 27%. That lasts until you are 33. The country
nearly collapses along with the world economy.
When you turn 39, World War II starts. You aren’t even over the hill
yet.
When you're 41, the United States enters WWII. Between your
39th and 45th birthday, 75 million people perish in the war and the
Holocaust kills six million.
At 52, the Korean War starts and five million perish.
Approaching your 62nd birthday you have the Cuban Missile Crisis, a
tipping point in the Cold War. Life on our planet, as we know it,
could well have ended. Great leaders prevented that from happening.
At 64 the Vietnam War begins, and it doesn’t end for many years.
Four million people die in that conflict.
As you turn 75, the Vietnam War finally ends.

Think of everyone on the planet born in 1900. How do you survive all of
that? A kid in 1985 didn’t think their 85 year old grandparent understood how hard school was. Yet those grandparents (and now great
grandparents) survived through everything listed above.
Perspective is an amazing art. Let’s try and keep things in perspective.
Let’s be smart, help each other out, and we will get through all of this.
In the history of the world, there has never been a storm that lasted.
This too, shall pass.”
Author Unknown
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Come Learn our History and Meet Headquarters Staff
The 2020 Fall National Governing Board will be held in Raleigh, North Carolina
(September 8-13). In addition to accomplishing lots of work for the organization,
the national meetings committee has planned some wonderful offsite events.
Tours of the headquarters building, including the library and board room, the
warehouse, the shipping center and the various offices will be the highlights. In
addition, there will be a cocktail hour at the hotel with the staff in attendance.
Come meet the wonderful people who help solve your challenges! There are three
opportunities for these tours on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. There are other tours and events available including a Kayaking Trip, Tour of Raleigh, Afternoon
Tea, and beautiful museums. Check out the meeting website for more details.
https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39 Everyone
is invited to attend the meetings, meals and tours! Join us for fun, work, and fellowship! You determine how much of each.
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EXCOM UPDATE
Hi All, I trust you are staying safe, healthy, with patience and hopefully
keeping your sense of humor. All members of your EXCOM are doing well and
continue to monitor the Covid-19 situation and guidelines.
With the current situation in mind and with continued caution all Squadron
events are cancelled for June. Your EXCOM will continue to meet throughout
our summer shut down (July, August) and keep you informed of any needed
updates.
Chuck Whelan will keep the boaters advised of the cruise schedule based on
interest expressed. Most Marinas are open for transit slips, but shore based
facilities are at best limited for now.
In the meantime, continue to stay safe and healthy. The Bridge will be again
calling all members to see that all are doing well and if there is anything we
can do to help.
All the Best.
Tony R.
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OUR CALENDAR
PLEASE NOTE: many of our activities are currently cancelled
due to Covid-19 State of Florida Restrictions . However, the
state is continually reviewing and updating those restrictions.
So please check your e-mails, etc. for MSPS updates.

June 2020
14 June 2020
26-27 June 2020

Father’s Day
TBA

TBA

Little Harbor

July 2020
Happy 4th of July

04 July 2020
24-25 July 2020

Independence Day
TBA

TBA

Treasure Island

August 2020
21-22 Aug 2020

TBA

TBA

Vinoy

25 Aug 2020

1700

EXCOM MEETING

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

September 2020
01 Sept 2020

1900

07 Sept 2020

Membership Meeting

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

Labor Day
Before Sunset

Sunset Toast

Holmes Beach, AMI

08-17 Sept 2020

TBA

National Conference

TBA

13 Sept 2020

0930

Breakfast Munch Bunch

VFW Bradenton

26-27 Sept 2020

TBA

TBA

Longboat Key

29 Sept 2020

1700

EXCOM MEETING

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

08 Sept 2020
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MSPS Boating 2020

Date(s)

Location

26-27 June

Little Harbor

24-25 July

Treasure Island

21-22 Aug

Vinoy

8-17 Sept

National Conference

26-27 Sept

Longboat Key

9-11 Oct
17 Oct

District Conference
ABC Class

22-25 Oct

District C&R at Twin Dolphin

7-16 Nov

Fall Getaway

7-9 Nov

Fisherman Village

10-12 Nov

Tarpin Point Marina/Cape Harbor Marina

13-15 Nov

South Seas

11-12 Dec

Port Captain

Marina Jack
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Here is some exciting news from Amazon!
Most all of us make purchases from Amazon. Now we can provide financial benefit
to our squadron by using Smile.Amazon.Com without any extra cost to you.
This works for both regular Amazon and Amazon Prime.
It’s simple and easy to set up. Just go to Smile.Amazon.Com and follow the
prompts. Type in Manatee Sail and Power Squadron as the organization you want to
support.
When you have the set up completed, near the top left of the page, it will say
“Sponsoring United States Power Squadron.” When you can click on that, you will
see the location as Wimauma, FL. Do not be confused when you see Wimauma, Florida as the address. Wimauma is correct. I have used my address when I register
with the state every year.
After you register Amazon will contribute 0.5% of all Smile eligible purchases you
make. This may not seem like very much but it can add up to some significant money
to the squadron without any extra cost to the members.
The products and prices are the same on Smile as on both the regular Amazon and
Amazon Prime.

So, please register and use Smile.Amazon.Com for all your Amazon purchases. Ask
your friends and relatives to contribute to our squadron this way also.
Just remember to go to Smile.Amazon.Com and not the regular Amazon site for all
future purchases.
Thank you, Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP, Treasurer – Manatee Sail and power Squadron
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Who? What? When? Where?
Send your answers to hs@manatee-squadron.org
Hint… When — 22 October 2013

Pictures from the HS Archives

Page 18

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

Birthdays - 2020
January

March

February



Ed Cornell



Monique Gutierrez



Jan Mertz



Tony Romersa



Sue Agruso



Jim Agruso

May

•

June

September

Matt Braatz
Linda Romersa

Sandi Braatz
Nadene Cornell
Kathy Gee
Tom Mertz
Donnia Smith
Bob Gutierrez
Barbara Brown

August

Ed Smith

October









•

July


•
•

Tom Brown

November



April
Marty Spencer

Myles Gee

•

December
Bill Spencer

I/We wish to join the 2020 Helmsman Program

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month

Mail or hand in this form to
the Treasurer. Thanks!

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month
Enclose a check made payable to MSPS in the amount of $10 for one person, $20 for 2

Page 19

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

In Memorial
of for
LynnGeorge
Gieges,
Gary Mink,
A Memorial
Hammond
Leann Hintze and Michael Bodin.
This Member of Manatee Sail & Power Squadron has

embarked on his final voyage. The tides of life
have ebbed
for of
ourManatee
shipmateSail
and&valued
These
members
Power member
Squadron
of our
Squadron.
hadfinal
the voyage,
love of the
andof
have
embarked
onHe
their
Thesea
tides
the have
waters
which
himshipmates
much happiness
and vallife
ebbed
forgave
these
that were
joy.members of our Squadron. Now the Supreme
ued

Commander
has called
themthat
to sail
into eternalour
It is with honor
and glory
we remember
calm
waters
free contributions
from storms and
temshipmate.
Heforever
made many
to our
pests
of mortal
life. with many events and was alSquadron
by helping
ways
willing
to give
himself.
It
is with
honor
and of
glory
that we remember these

shipmates.
They made
many contributions
to our
Now the Supreme
Commander
has called him
to
Squadron
by helping
manyforever
events free
and always
sail into eternal
calmwith
waters,
from
willing
give
of themselves,
They
had the love of
stormstoand
tempests
of mortal
life.
the sea and the waters of which it gave them much
We thank you God for your promise that he will
happiness and joy,
always be in your midst and be with the angels
We
you
God for
promise
that they
will
thatthank
always
watch
overyour
us on
our journeys.
May
he
always
in your
midst and be the angels that alrest inbe
peace.
Amen.
ways watch over us on our journeys, May they rest
P/C Nadene Cornell
in peace.
Amen.
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

The Beginning of Summer
P/Lt/C Mary Ann Renzi, AP last month had knee surgery and is recovering at home.
Please keep Meredith Hammond, P in your prayers as her husband, George Hammond, P recently passed away.
Life today is so uncertain because of Covid-19 and social distancing and self-isolation.
If the Bridge decides to have the 02 June meeting snacks will be
provided by:
Carolyn Stewart, P
Jeanne Miller
Lt Marty Spencer, P
Ladies, thanks so much for volunteering.
I hope we all keep healthy during these times of social distancing.

Helmsman: A Helmsman is “one who steers the ship.” The Helm Station is our monthly
newsletter, and is one of the ways we communicate with our members and helps us steer our
organization. It is also one of our largest expenses. To help us defray the cost of publishing
this newsletter, we established the Helmsman Program.
You can become a Helmsman for The Helm Station by contributing $10 in honor of
the month of your birthday. We will publish your name on The Helmsman Page and recognize
your birthday during your birth month. Sign up in January to have your support listed
throughout the year.
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Upcoming Event Information
Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 08 Sept.
Hi folks,
Our next Sunset Celebration is 08 Sept. Join us at the
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 1942
hours.
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit….and
the spirits.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MSPS Breakfast Munch Bunch ~~ 13 Sept.
The MSPS Breakfast Munch Bunch get together is Sunday 13 Sept. at 0930.
That's still 9:30 AM for you Land Lovers so come early if you want. There is
always an early bird or two there to chat with. Just in case you forget, it is always the 3rd Sunday
of each month. Come rain or shine, no matter what. So, I hope to see you all at the VFW on the
corner of 51st Street and Manatee Ave West in Bradenton. Breakfast is only $6.00 and that includes your eggs, bacon, hash browns, biscuits & gravy & good old Kentucky apple pancakes. Coffee
and orange juice are free and go well with your meal. You can't even beat that price with a stick.
So come down, have some kick back good times with the Squadron, and say hello to all your friends.
Also, bloody Mary's and screw drivers are only $1.25, and, if you want draft beer, it is $0.75 all
day. Great prices!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Answer to the Puzzle of the month

The Santa Maria
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Help Wanted
Squadron Volunteer Openings
Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an immediate opening for the position of ENSIGN
CORRESPONDENCE. The Ensign Magazine is published 4 times a year and is sent to
all members of the United State Power Squadrons. The Ensign Correspondent is responsible
for communicating important news about our
Squadron to USPS. The Correspondent picks
out relevant stories and events about the people
in our Squadron to share with our national organization. This volunteer position comes with
the reward of earning our Squadron national
acclaim and recognition and of course the opportunity to earn a Merit Mark right from the
comfort of your home computer.
Interested members should contact: Lt/C Ed
Smith, P Secretary at ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
or by phone at (561) 906 -6811 (cell)

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has two immediate openings for the positions of HELM STA-

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron has an immediate opening for the position of FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATOR. Many of us during
this Covid-19 have sought ways to stay in touch
with others. Some of us have turned to Social
Media to support our Social Distancing efforts.
Our Squadron needs your support, so if you’re a
Facebooker then this may be the best opportunity you ever had to help our Squadron stay in
touch with your friends and have fun doing a
great volunteer role. As Administrator your job
is to provide some content, promote our Squadron in Social media, invite friends, review postings and help others see the Manatee Sail and
Power Squadron as a fun organization that provides good boating education and safety in our
community. This volunteer opportunity comes
with a loyal following and supportive team of Social Media experts in the United States Power
Squadron. This may be the best way you could
share with others that you’re on Facebook and
being productive and helping our Squadron and
earning a Merit Mark as well. Just email Lt/C Ed
Smith, P Secretary at :ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com
or call 561 906 6811.

TION AD SALES MANAGERS AND DISTRIBUTION SUPPORT. This position is a great opportunity for an individual who enjoys getting out
and meeting with people in the Boating business
and other organizations. We have a complete list
of businesses to contact. It is your opportunity to
meet new people and be the representative of the
Manatee Sail and Power Squadron in the business
community, while representing the Award winning
and beloved HELM STATION. The right people in
these two positions can really improve our image in
the community and the bottom line of our Squadron. So, if you’re the energetic and fun loving member who has been looking to make a difference, this
is the opportunity for you. Oh, and yes, no doubt
there is a Merit Mark waiting for you as a part of
your reward. Just email Lt/C Ed Smith, P Secretary
at :ed.smith.sphr@gmail.com or call 561 906 6811.
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Want to be Famous?
When you attend any MSPS function just take some pictures and
send them to the Helm Station at
hs@manatee-squadron.org.

Include your name (for credit...the famous part!), the names
of those in the pictures if possible, and a brief description of the
event.
Your picture could be on the
Cover!!!
-ed

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and
services. The Helm Station reaches over 150 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a
national audience through our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard
business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad in 2 issues.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[Note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on
pricing, ad sizing, and other information.]
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The Helm Station
4728 Starboard Dr.
Bradenton, FL 34208
hs@manatee-squadron.org

Our Next Business Meeting

01 September 2020
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines during the Christmas Season. Their
needs however are year round. The Bay Pines Community residents include both men and women who
are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
We will have a donation box at each meeting and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every
month. Find a place in your heart this month for these needy veterans.

JUNE 2020
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