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Commander’s Message

Cdr Tony Romerso, P

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.

It has been a very quiet month with the
shelter at home guidelines. We have been to
the grocery store a few times, as well as
medical labs and tests. As I am sure you have
observed, traffic was way down on the road,
in the stores, and at the medical facilities.
We have somewhat enjoyed the solitude. The
only real time that seemed way off was Easter Sunday. The TV Church service worked
OK, but the lack of family and friends was
really noticeable. Our Easter reunions were
always a celebration of the change in season,
and a renewal of family and friends. That day
the stay at home solitude was a little heavy.
We should keep in mind that each day, we
continue to be one day closer to the end of
this outbreak and getting back to more normal lives. That is what we are looking forward to.

Nonetheless the Squadron will take an overabundance of caution in planning to re-start
our events. We must keep in mind that many
of our members are in the most vulnerable
group. Keep smiling and stay safe.

The

Helm Station

hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power
Squadrons®. We are located in Manatee County, Florida.
Editor:

Lt Jim Agruso, P

Publisher:

Lt Ted Halloran, P

Asst. Editor: Lt John Walsh, N
Distribution:
Photos:

Lt Jay Sands, P
as noted

The Helm Station is the official publication of
the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron with twelve
issues yearly. Opinions expressed in The Helm
Station are those of the author of the article
and do not necessarily represent the position of
The Helm Station, MSPS, or USPS. All rights
reserved.
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Executive Officer

P/C Matt Braatz, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

By the time the Helm Station comes out we will be in May and things are still
not back to normal. In last month’s XO’s write up I stated that the virus was
just a “bump in the road” but boy was I wrong. Everyone seems to be coping although a few are getting stressed out. Ed Van Stedum sent out Kate Smith’s song “God Bless America” to remind us that
history repeats itself with ups and downs and that we, as a nation, somehow, we get thru. The song
was sung to help cheer up Americans during a very difficult time.
I am also sorry to say that Mike Boden died just after my article was submitted to the Helm Station. I got to know Mike the last few years and he really enjoyed doing things for us outside the
normal activities and at the meetings. He helped set up the Vessel Safety check program at the
Riviera Dunes Marina. Like everything else the Vessel Safety checks have been on hold during the
current virus situation. At the same time, we lost Gary Mink. In all we lost 4 valuable people this
past year from the Squadron.
Despite all these things “as the TV ads go, we are all in this together” and we will prevail by helping
each other. The Elks Club has been hard hit with little revenue coming in and had asked for help
from their members and others. The Squadron made a donation. It would be a great loss to us if
the Elks Club in Bradenton were to shut down.
Believe it or not our National Organization has run into tough times as they are essentially shut
down like everyone else. Myles Gee is leading an effort by our Squadron via District 22 to get all
the other Districts and squadrons to help with donations. Thanks to Myles for thinking of this and
taking on the responsibility to getting it started.

These are some of the things that make us truly a “family” organization not just for boating but also for civic activities. Remember we are all in this together even if we have not been able to get
together for our normal social events. Thanks to everyone behind the scenes that are doing work
for the Squadron… Jim Agruso and his wife for the HS and for the upcoming directory, Ed Smith
for keeping the minutes and reports and Tom Mertz to name just a few.
To everyone keep safe and healthy and hang in there. Have a great month!
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Administrative Officer

Lt/C Bob Miller, S

ao@manatee-squadron.org

Seems easy to get upset and frustrated with the current Covid-19 situation. By
the time this Helm Station goes to print (make that e-mail) we should have some
of our restaurants and small businesses back “open for business.”
With our governor keeping all of Florida’s schools closed for the rest of the year, many parents are
finding it challenging to keep up with the on-line schooling and to keep their kids smiling and happy.
Looks as though MSPS will keep a lid on our activities until at least mid-May. Hopefully, we will find
a way to complete the various boating courses that were started before this epidemic shut everything down. I understand that the Sarasota Squadron has found a way to do a number of them online.
Looking through our directory, I notice that a significant number of our members no longer have a
vessel or have downsized. Here is another “boating activity” you might want to consider. I have been
a member of the Sarasota Model Yacht Club (sarasotamyc.com) for about five years and I get a lot
of enjoyment sailing my RC (radio controlled) sailboat at the Benderson Park Rowing Center. We recently introduced a class of participants who simply launch their boat and then must sit in a chair to
sail their boat. We currently have three classes of sailboats. The oldest class is the Soling, next we
have a fleet of DF95’s as well as a fleet of Lasers. Each of these sailboats easily fits in your car.
We sail two or three times a week for two hours from 10am-12pm. We sail on the ponds just North
of Benderson and next to the UTC mall. After sailing many of us go over to the Glory Days restaurant and have lunch. We have over 100 members and we welcome any of you that would like to check
it out. Give me call if you are interested.

Stay Safe
Puzzle of the Month:
A car is three times as old as its tires were when it was as old as the tires are now. When its tires
are as old as the car is now, the car will be a year older than the tires are now. WHAT ARE THE
PRESENT AGES OF THE CAR & TIRES?
Answer Page on page 21
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Education Department
D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Hello,
As we move into the second month of social distancing, MSPS classes have
been idle. Some of the class participants have been self-studying and that
is a great way to keep your learning moving forward. Please discuss this option with your instructor.
Be assured that National is working on the current classes, test dates, etc.

I know MSPS instructors will work with their students and get the classes completed.
If you have never looked at the USPS Boating channel now might be a good time. The following link
will take you there. https://americasboatingchannel.com/
And as always USPS does have classes online at https://
americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
As we all adapt to this new way of life, my work is moving forward with changes on how I survey. On
a survey last week I was reminded on how much life on the water is a great place to be. On a run on
Sarasota Bay to the haul out, I was social distancing from the captain of the boat, he at the helm me
on the forward deck, enjoying the sun and wind on my face. As I looked over the port gunwale, I see
two ambassadors of the bay frolicking in the vessel’s stern wave enjoying the ride, jumping, and slapping the water most of the time in unison. It appeared to be a mom and pup which ran with us for
half the run of the bay.
I never get bored of watching Dolphins
in the wake no matter where I am.

Stay safe, wash your hands, and we will see you when we are able to have our next meeting.
Lt/C Cliff Schmidt JN
SAFE BOATING
Wear your PFD, carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye on the weather.
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Treasurer

Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP

manateetreas@gmail.com

We had another expensive month without much income.
Expenses exceeded income by $3,387.68. The balance in all bank accounts is
$18,132.13. This balance reconciles with the bank accounts. A few of the larger
expenses are $799.70 expenses from the 2019 change of watch, $500.00 deposit for the fall district conference, $1332.07 for the new P A system, $250.00 for Sawgrass hospitality for the national convention, hospitality flowers, Just for Girls Fishing and the usual monthly expenses like our
storage space etc.
In March I closed the checking account at Wells Fargo.

I also met with the local Regions Bank manager and was assured that we had met the requirements
for the promotional $600.00 which we should have credited to our account in July.
Here is some exciting news from Amazon!
Most of us make purchases from Amazon and Amazon Prime. Now we can provide financial benefit
to our squadron by using smile.amazon.com.
This works for both regular Amazon and Amazon Prime.
It is simple to set up. Just go to smile.amazon.com and follow the prompts to select Manatee Sail
and Power Squadron as the organization you want to support.
When you have the set up completed, near the top left of the page, it will say 'sponsoring United
States Power Squadron.' When you can click on that and will see the location as Wimauma, Florida.
Do not be confused when you see Wimauma, Florida. That address is correct. I use my address
when I register with the state every year.
After you register Amazon will contribute 0.5% of all Smile eligible purchases you make to our
squadron. This may not seem like very much, but it can add up to some significant money to our
squadron without any extra cost to us.
The products and prices are the same on Smile as on the regular Amazon site.
So PLEASE register and use smile.amazon.com for all your future Amazon purchases. Ask your
friends and relatives to contribute to our squadron this way also.
Just remember to go to smile.amazon.com and NOT the regular amazon site for all your future purchases.
Until we meet again, and I have a joke to add to my report, stay safe and healthy, Lt/C Tom Mertz
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DAN BOATER
DAN Boater is a travel repatriation coverage plan that was extended to members of
the USPS for free for the first year, and $25 per annum thereafter. They are also
an information source when you are far from home and need assistance such as tips on
travel safety, first aid information in the field, or an emergency medical evacuation or
repatriation. They are always just a phone call away. Coverage limit is $25,000 for
repatriation from the locale of your injury/illness back to your home. Note this plan
does not cover medical treatment costs, only repatriation expenses up to a maximum of
the policy limit.
We suggest you set up your Dan Boater on your smart phone for easy access. Using
your smart phone Google (DanBoater.ORG/ABC) the Dan Boater/America's Boating Club
benefit will appear. For quick access install this site on the opening screen of your
smart phone.
Below is additional information that you can read on your smart phone.
John D'Alusio and Myles Gee
Before January 1, 2020:
If you were an active America's Boating Club member on December 31, 2019
If you did not opt out of the DAN Boater benefits prior to January 1, 2020, these benefits were automatically added to your America's Boating Club membership at no charge to you and you may
use them through the remainder of your current membership period.
To check the status of your membership, and find out if you have these benefits right now,
click here.
When your America's Boating Club membership comes up for renewal, you may choose to keep
these benefits as part of your membership for an additional fee of $25. The fee will be added to
your regular membership dues at checkout. You will also have the option to decline these extra
benefits (and the extra $25 fee) at that time.
On/After January 1, 2020:
When you join or renew your America's Boating Club membership on or after January 1, 2020,
you may choose to add the optional DAN Boater benefits to your membership for only $25.
Yes! Your new benefits cover you and your family — not your boat — so they apply any time you
travel more than 50 miles from home, regardless of how you travel.
Here are just a few examples of the types of activities members frequently enjoy:
• Charter trips
• Cruise ship travel
• Sightseeing expeditions
• Exploring island beaches, parks, and villages
• Amateur fishing tournaments
• Photo safaris
• Kayaking and canoeing
• Snorkeling
• Surfing
• Stand-up paddle boarding
• Walking tours
• Hiking
• Local cultural and food festivals
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DAN BOATER

24/7 Emergency Hotline
DAN Boater is here for you with an experienced team of medical and travel emergency professionals 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

.
Its emergency response team has decades of experience managing injuries and illnesses in remote locations. Paired with its global emergency services network, they work to provide you with
the best possible care, including injuries and illnesses in remote locations. Paired with its global
emergency services network, they work to provide you with the best possible care.
Coverage on Land and Water
While you're cruising the seven seas, scaling the tallest mountains, or out exploring a new city, if
an unforeseen event happens - don't worry. With DAN Boater, you're covered no matter where
adventure takes you.

Medical Information Line
Worldwide Medical Evacuation
Medical Repatriation
Search and Rescue Expenses
Additional Travel Assistance Services
A Proud Member of the United States Power Squadrons®
America's Boating Club since 1914
We Save Lives
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Update—Bay Pines Veterans
Our Bay Pine Veterans are doing well during this Covid-19 outbreak. They are still
in need of the following items:






Men’s Shorts and Pants sizes 30 -34
T shirts any size but especially medium
White socks
Toiletries are always needed.

Since the ELK’s LODGE is closed, items can be dropped off at Ed Smith’s house 823 Whooping Crane Ct, Bradenton, Florida 34212 (Waterlefe Subdivision) and
left on the front porch for delivery to the Bay Pines facility.

Ed Smith
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Here is some exciting news from Amazon!
Most all of us make purchases from Amazon. Now we can provide financial benefit to our squadron by using Smile.Amazon.Com. without any extra cost to you.
This works for both regular Amazon and Amazon Prime.
It’s simple and easy to set up. Just go to Smile.Amazon.Com and follow the
prompts. Type in Manatee Sail and Power Squadron as the organization you want
to support.
When you have the set up completed, near the top left of the page, it will say
“Sponsoring United States Power Squadron.” When you can click on that, you will
see the location as Wimauma, FL. Do not be confused when you see Wimauma
Florida as the address, Wimauma is correct. I use my address when I register
with the state every year.
After you register Amazon will contribute 0.5% of all Smile eligible purchases
you make. This may not seem like very much but it can add up to some significant
money to the squadron without any extra cost to the members.
The products and prices are the same on Smile as on both the regular Amazon
and Amazon Prime.
So, please register and use Smile.Amazon.Com for all your Amazon purchases.
Ask your friends and relatives to contribute to our squadron this way also.
Just remember to go to Smile.Amazon.Com and not the regular Amazon site for
all future purchases.
-Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP
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If you are a fan of old songs and movies, you will love this! Nothing like this out
there today that is for sure! God Bless America.
-Ed and Pat Van Stedum and Sue Connizzo

The True Story of God Bless America
Frank Sinatra considered Kate Smith the best singer of her time, and said that when
he and a million other guys first heard her sing "God Bless America" on the radio,

they all pretended to have dust in their eyes as they wiped away a tear or two.
Here are the facts; The link at the bottom will take you to a video showing the very
first public singing of "God Bless America." But before you watch it you should know
the story behind it.
The time was 1940. America was still in a terrible economic depression. Hitler was
taking over Europe and Americans were afraid we'd have to go to war. It was a time
of hardship and worry for most Americans.
This was the era before television when radio shows were HUGE and American fami-

lies sat around their radios in the evenings, listening to their favorite entertainers and no entertainer of that era was bigger than Kate Smith.
Kate WAS large; “plus” size as we now say, and the popular phrase still used today is
in deference to her: "It ain't over till the fat lady sings."
Kate Smith might not have made it big in the age of TV but with her voice coming over
the radio, she was the biggest star of her time.

Kate was also patriotic. It hurt her to see Americans so depressed and afraid of
what the next day would bring (sound familiar?). She had hope for America, and faith
in her fellow Americans. She wanted to do something to cheer them up, so she went
to the famous American song-writer Irving Berlin (who also wrote White Christmas) and asked him to write a song that would make Americans feel good again about
their country.
Page 13

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

The True Story of God Bless America (cont.)
When she described what she was looking for, he said he had just the song for
her. He went to his files and dusted off a song that he had written but never published 22 years before - in 1917. He gave it to her, and she worked on it with her
studio orchestra. She and Irving Berlin were not sure how the song would be received by the public, but both agreed they would not take any profits from God
Bless America. Any profits would go to the Boy Scouts of America. Over the years,
the Boy Scouts has received millions of dollars in royalties from this song.
This video starts out with Kate Smith coming into the radio studio with the orchestra and an audience. She introduces the new song for the very first time and starts
singing. After the first couple verses, with her voice in the background, scenes are

shown from the 1940 movie, “You're In The Army Now.” At the 4:20 mark of the
video you see a young actor in the movie, sitting in an office, reading a paper - it's
Ronald Reagan. You will recognize other old stars but probably have forgotten their
names. You may remember George Murphy near the end, though.
To this day, God Bless America stirs our patriotic feelings and pride in our country. Back in 1940, when Kate Smith went looking for a song to raise the spirits of
her fellow Americans, I doubt whether she realized just how successful the results
would be during those years of hardship and worry... and for many generations of
Americans to follow.

Now that you know the story of the song, I hope you'll enjoy it.
Many people don't know there's a lead in to the song since it usually starts with God
Bless America. So, here's the entire song as originally sung. Enjoy it! Click below
and turn your volume up.
Kate Smith introduces God Bless America YouTube or https://www.youtube.com/
embed/TnQDW-NMaRs?rel=0
Steve Iannone
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CALENDAR UPDATE
Greetings Fellow Squadron Members
I trust you are all well and staying safe during these trying times. After review of the
data available, Your Squadron with an abundance of caution has concluded the Squadron should cancel all events, meetings, and cruises for the month of May.
This includes the General Meeting on the 5th, the Sunset Toast on the 12th, Breakfast Munch Bunch on the 17th, and the Marriott cruise on the 23rd. The Anniversary
Party scheduled for the 17th has also been cancelled and will be re-scheduled in the
fall.

The schedule for the next EXCOM has been moved up one week to the 19th of May to
give us an earlier look at our options for June. The meeting is currently planned as a
conference call but could be at the Elks Club if the guidelines are opened up.
Over the next few days the Bridge Officers will be reaching out to all members to
share greetings from the Squadron and to offer assistance as needed to any members.
In the meantime stay safe, stay healthy, and keep smiling.
CDR Anthony J. Romersa
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OUR CALENDAR
May 2020
Membership Meeting
05 May 2020

1900

Canceled due to Covid-19

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

State of Florida Restrictions

Mother’s Day

10 May 2020

12 May 2020

Before
Sunset

Sunset Toast
Canceled due to Covid-19

Holmes Beach, AMI

State of Florida Restrictions
Breakfast Munch Bunch

17 May 2020

0930

Canceled due to Covid-19

VFW Bradenton

State of Florida Restrictions
TBA

TBA

MSPS Anniversary Party
Postponed till Fall 2020

TBA
Teleconference

19 May 2020

1400

EXCOM MEETING

Contact
Ed Smith to participate

561 906 6811
Cruise
23-24 May 2020

TBA

Canceled due to Covid-19

Tampa Marriott

State of Florida Restrictions

June 2020
02 June 2020

1900

Membership Meeting

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

09 June 2020

Before Sunset

Sunset Toast

Holmes Beach, AMI

14 June 2020

Father’s Day

21 June 2020

0930

Breakfast Munch Bunch

VFW Bradenton

26-27 June 2020

TBA

TBA

Little Harbor
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MSPS Boating 2020

Date(s)

Location

26-27 June

Little Harbor

24-25 July

Treasure Island

21-22 Aug

Vinoy

8-17 Sept

National Conference

26-27 Sept

Longboat Key

9-17 Oct

District Conference

22-25 Oct

District C&R at Twin Dolphin

7-16 Nov

Fall Getaway
7-9 Nov

11-12 Dec

Port Captain

Fisherman Village

10-12 Nov

Tarpin Point Marina/Cape Harbor Marina

13-15 Nov

South Seas

Marina Jack
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Seafaring Superstitions
Never Set Sail on A Friday
This superstition is believed to be rooted in biblical history. Since Friday is the day Jesus Christ was crucified,
it is viewed as an unlucky day to begin an ocean journey. There are many legends (such as the purely fictional
tale of the HMS Friday) as well as traditional sailing ballads that tell stories of ships who met their doom after
setting sail on a Friday. See the excerpt below from the song “The Mermaid:”
“One Friday morn when we set sail
And our ship was nigh on the land
We there did spy a fair mermaid
With a comb and glass in hand
Then three times ‘round went our gallant ship
And three times round went she
Then three times ‘round went our gallant ship
Before she sank to the bottom of the sea”
Whistling on Board
Despite the Hollywood image of pirates whistling “yo-ho, yo-ho a pirate’s life for me” while hoisting the lines,
whistling onboard a ship is actually considered bad form. This superstition finds its origins in the age-old belief
that whistling is a direct taunt to Mother Nature – one that challenges the wind itself and can conjure up a
storm from thin air. Regardless of whether or not a storm pops out of the sky, whistling on a boat can tempt
your fate. In one relevant scene from Steven Spielberg’s iconic 1975 film JAWS, Captain Quint infamously
whistles to himself, shortly before their boat, The Orca, is attacked by the eponymous killer shark.
Green Is an Unlucky Boat Color
Oddly, green is considered an unlucky color for a boat. This could be due to a number of different factors. For
one, green tends to attract insects. Another idea is that green could be harder to see on the water and lead to
more collisions with other vessels.

A Cat Onboard Is Good Luck
Since ancient times, sailors have kept cats onboard ships to help catch and kill rodents and vermin on the boat
that would chew on the lines and eat the food stores. Rats carry disease, so cats would help keep the crew safer by controlling the pest problems. They also tended to be good companions on board and were even believed to
help protect a ship from storms. In fact, cats often act nervous before a storm because they are able to sense
barometric pressure better than other animals.

Always Board Right Foot First
For some strange reason, it’s considered bad luck to board a vessel with your left foot. This is another one I’ve
had inexplicably ingrained in me since I was a young boy. To this day I still always step aboard every boat with
my right foot first, and I do admit, my luck has been fairly good. So perhaps there is some truth to it after all.
No Bananas on Board

Many boaters believe it is bad luck to have bananas aboard. This is perhaps one of the better-known, if not
strangest superstitions in boating. It’s thought the origin of this belief is rooted in the fact that tarantula spiders would often hide within bunches of bananas and would turn up on boats hauling fruit. Obviously, if a sailor
is bitten by a tarantula out at sea, they are quite simply, out of luck!
Compiled by Ed Smith
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Birthdays - 2020
January

March

February



Ed Cornell



Monique Gutierrez



Jan Mertz



Tony Romersa



Sue Agruso



Jim Agruso

May

•

June

September

Matt Braatz
Linda Romersa

Sandi Braatz
Nadene Cornell
Kathy Gee
Tom Mertz
Donnia Smith
Bob Gutierrez
Barbara Brown

August

Ed Smith

October









•

July


•
•

Tom Brown

November



April
Marty Spencer

Myles Gee

•

December
Bill Spencer

I/We wish to join the 2020 Helmsman Program

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month

Mail or hand in this form to
the Treasurer. Thanks!

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month
Enclose a check made payable to MSPS in the amount of $10 for one person, $20 for 2
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY SPRINGTIME!!!
P/C Gary Mink, P has recently passed away so keep Jan Mink in your thoughts as well as
P/Lt/C Celia Strawn, P who also recently lost her Mother.
Because of Covid-19 and self-isolation/distancing the 05 May meeting has been cancelled.
Possibly the 02 June meeting will not be cancelled and snacks will be provided by:
Carolyn Stewart, P

Jeanne Miller
Lt Marty Spencer, P
Ladies...many thanks!
I hope we all keep healthy during this time of social distancing.
Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of anyone who would
love to have a little sunshine sent their way.
Always keep our service men and women in your thoughts and prayers.

Helmsman: A Helmsman is “one who steers the ship.” The Helm Station is our monthly
newsletter, and is one of the ways we communicate with our members and helps us steer our
organization. It is also one of our largest expenses. To help us defray the cost of publishing
this newsletter, we established the Helmsman Program.
You can become a Helmsman for The Helm Station by contributing $10 in honor of
the month of your birthday. We will publish your name on The Helmsman Page and recognize
your birthday during your birth month. Sign up in January to have your support listed
throughout the year.
If you paid to join the Helmsman Page ($10/year) you are also eligible for a free
classified ad in two consecutive issues. What a deal! Contact the editor to take advantage of
this opportunity to clean out the old boat locker.
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Upcoming Event Information
Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 09 June
Hi folks,
Our next Sunset Celebration is 09 June. Join us at the
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 2025
hours.
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit….and
the spirits.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MSPS Breakfast Munch Brunch ~~ 21 June
The MSPS Breakfast Munch Bunch get together is Sunday 21 June at 0930.
That's still 9:30 AM for you Land Lovers so come early if you want. There is
always an early bird or two there to chat with. Just in case you forget, it is always the 3rd Sunday
of each month. Come rain or shine, no matter what. So, I hope to see you all at the VFW on the
corner of 51st Street and Manatee Ave West in Bradenton. Breakfast is only $6.00 and that includes your eggs, bacon, hash browns, biscuits & gravy & good old Kentucky apple pancakes. Coffee
and orange juice are free and go well with your meal. You can't even beat that price with a stick.
So come down, have some kick back good times with the Squadron, and say hello to all your friends.
Also, bloody Mary's and screw drivers are only $1.25, and, if you want draft beer, it is $0.75 all
day. Great prices!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Answer to the Puzzle of the month
The car is 18 months old; the tires are a year old.
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Want to be Famous?
When you attend any MSPS
function just take some pictures and send them to the
Helm Station at hs@manateesquadron.org.
Include your name (for credit...the famous part!), the
names of those in the pictures
if possible, and a brief description of the event.
Your picture could be on the
Cover!!!

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods and
services. The Helm Station reaches over 150 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a
national audience through our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable: $45 a year for a standard
business card ad, $15 for a simple classified ad in 2 issues.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, and other information.]
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Our Next Business Meeting
02 June 2020
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines during the Christmas Season. Their
needs however are year round. The Bay Pines Community residents include both men and women who
are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
We will have a donation box at each meeting and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every
month. Find a place in your heart this month for these needy veterans.
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