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Commander’s Message
Cdr Tony Romerso, P

cdr@manatee-squadron.org

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.
As I write this, it
looks like spring has
sprung. Nice to have
the warmer weather
back.
I attended the Officer Training Session in
early March with most of your new Bridge. We
had a good session with lots of attendees
from other Squadrons. We went over each officer’s responsibilities and had the opportunity to discuss with other Squadron Officers
some of their action plans and programs.

Clearly, the most important actions for a
strong Squadron is membership involvement.
We need your input and involvement to continue to grow both personally and as a group.
This applies to all members both longer serving and perhaps even more importantly to the
newest members. Let us know what interests
you and what events and programs you would
like to see. We especially need volunteers and
ideas for day boating events.
For those who could not attend our first annual Poker Run it went extremely well. The
weather was really nice, and everyone had a
great time. Thanks to Caddy’s for hosting and
a special thanks to Tom Mertz, AP and his
whole team for their work to make this a
great event.
We had a great turnout for the Just for Girls
Fishing day. While the fish didn’t seem to be
hungry, the girls, teachers, and Squadron Volunteers had a fun time. This program lets us
give back to our community by providing a
unique experience for these deserving young
ladies.

…the most important
actions for a strong
Squadron is membership
involvement.

The

Helm Station

hs@manatee-squadron.org
A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power
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Lt Jim Agruso, P
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Administrative Officer

Lt/C Bob Miller, S

ao@manatee-squadron.org

As I started writing this month’s article, I was listening to the onslaught of
reports regarding the coronavirus pandemic. The MSPS squadron has 160 members and I would estimate that around 70% are north of 65. This age group falls
into those who are “most at risk”.
With the cancellation of our April meeting, it may be a good time for all of us to
make a “shout out” or call to a fellow brother or sister and let them know you
are thinking about them.

Now for some positive news. I was looking at our organizational chart and discovered that starting with our Commander down to the “Hurricane preparedness
team” member we have more than 70 positions to fill with our volunteers. Our
squadron is very fortunate to have 95% of these slots filled. Many of our members have served ten or more years in various positions and continue to serve. I
personally THANK YOU for your service.
However, under my watch, a couple of volunteer opportunities still need addressing. I want to thank Ed Van Stedum, P and Kathy Gee, S for their willingness to co-chair our Member Involvement position. I still have open a need for
a very important position called Shipmates. This position is CRITICAL to the
growth of our squadron as well as the retention of our new members. MATE is
the key word here. The volunteer for Shipmates introduces him or herself to
our incoming members at our scheduled meetings. If possible, this individual
would keep in contact (primarily by phone) with our new members with the longterm objective of finding a fellow squadron member (co-chair) who would also
make calls regarding Squadron events, meetings and activities. We would hope
for a long-term friendship to develop, but more importantly make our new members feel connected to others in our organization.
Stay home, Stay safe….
Here is a “Puzzle of the month” What word of six letters contains seven words,
besides itself, without transposing the letters. The answer is not easy so here is
some help. The first two letters of the six-letter puzzle are: HE_ _ _ _
Answer on Page22
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Squadron Activity Cancellations
Keeping our membership’s well being foremost, we are cancelling all Manatee Sail &
Power Squadron scheduled activities thru the end of April 2020.
We will review the situation relative to the coronavirus outbreak in mid April and make
any appropriate adjustments at that time.
-Tony R.

Activities Cancelled
3/21 ABC Course
3/29 Off the Beaten Path
3/31 EXCOM Meeting
4/7 General Membership Meeting
4/14 Sunset Toast
4/19 Breakfast Munch Bunch
4/23 Off the Beaten Path

Executive Officer
P/C Matt Braatz, AP

xo@manatee-squadron.org

Another month has gone by but in a blink of an eye everything has
changed due to the coronavirus. Not only has the Squadron shut down
but also everything else is radically different from restaurants to grocery shopping and the stock market. I see this as a bump in the road.
For how long is any one’s guess? We will survive and I hope we will be better and stronger
going forward. We are family!
We recently lost one of our members, Past Commander Gary Mink to cancer. He will be
missed. Our prayers for Jann and for other family members. Another member, Mike Bodin
lost his battle with stage 4 cancer on March 20th. Our hearts and payers also go out to him
and his family. Despite these recent events, life will go on for the Squadron with various
activities being delayed. Even though it seems we are “shut down,” behind the scenes many
members are working on different projects. Not much to report per say for this month’s
newsletter regarding activities. FYI Just for Girls Fishing was another great success and
enjoyed by all. Thanks to Ed Van Stedum and all his volunteers.
By the end of the month we should have more to talk about.
Keep safe from the coronavirus!
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Education Department
D/Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN

seo@manatee-squadron.org

Hello All, I hope everyone is doing ok.

further notice.

As you know, all the educational classes have been postponed until

I want to thank all the instructors that set aside time for classes which were postponed.
For the classes that have started, be patient – read ahead and do your homework.
As soon as it is safe for our members to get together, classes will restart.

If you have never looked at the USPS Boating channel now might be a good time. The
following link will take you there. https://americasboatingchannel.com/
And as always USPS does have classes online at https://americasboatingclub.org/
learn/online-boating-education
Stay safe, wash your hands and we will see you when we have our next meeting.
Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN
SAFE BOATING
Wear your PFD, carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye on the weather
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In Tribute
“I knew Gary Mink very well. He was one of my best friends over the last 11 years.
Gary was a dedicated, enthusiastic, and unfailingly humorous long-time member of The Manatee Sail
and Power Squadron. I first met him in 2009 when I attended a C&R at Twin Dolphin Marina where
Gary kept his 34’ Silverton Flybridge, “Kinja Rules.” We wound up imbibing much more alcohol than
prudent while sitting in the cockpit of his boat, had many laughs, and formed a fast friendship.
At that time Gary was in charge of arranging for a Squadron presence at local Boat Shows and Festivals in order to secure new members and ABC participants. I was inducted into the MSPS that
same year, and Gary was recruited (by King Bernard) to be the next AO. He somehow convinced me
(I dimly recall more alcohol was involved) to take his place for the Boat Show and Festival coordinator position. Naturally I relied on Gary to “show me the ropes” which he did while laughing that I
was foolish enough to take the position (for 2.5 years!).
Gary fleeted up to XO and then CO. Although he was naturally outgoing, he was scared to death the
first time he called a monthly meeting to order as Commander. Gary soon overcame his initial misgivings about talking “hillbilly” in front of everyone at the meetings and had a very successful year as
CO.

Gary always considered the Squadron family. Anyone who knew him was the recipient of his kindness, concern, and dry humor. Gary wound up being recently cursed with bad health (glioblastoma
brain cancer). His chemotherapy treatment resulted in a compromised immune system and he developed an infection that ultimately resulted in his untimely death.
The Squadron lost a good man, a loyal friend, and a steadfast supporter. Our hearts go out to Jann
and Gary’s family. Rest in peace, brother.”
– John D’Alusio

“Gary gave Jeanne and myself his seat the last visit we had to the VFW breakfast. What a special
fellow....”
-Bob Miller

“P/C Gary Mink P was a faithful and dedicated member of our Squadron. Over the years he
enthusiastically executed the duties and responsibilities of many offices including Commander (2013-2014). He will be missed not only for his support but his always cheerful attitude. To my brother – Semper Fi – Ooh-Ra”
-Tony R.

“Lt. Mike Bodin AP was a 23 year veteran of the United States Power Squadron. He supported our Squadron enthusiastically, most recently as Legislative Officer. From Mason,
Ohio, about 20 miles from Cincinnati. Mike Participated in our events and shared his cheerful outlook with us all. We will miss him.”
-Tony R.
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Chief Commander
C/C Mary Paige G. Abbott, SN-IN
Phone Number: 239.395.9409
Cell Number: 239.246.9687 mpgabbott@gmail.com

March 17, 2020

COVID-19 continues to challenge us as we all desire a return to ‘normal’ with ourselves, our families, our communities, and our squadrons. We must, however, proceed to ‘hunker down’ (hurricane preparation lingo) for a while.
All is not lost; there are things you can do to not just entertain yourself during this downtime, but to educate
yourself. For instance, take a look at our online offerings:
Courses and Seminars https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
America’s Boating Channel – view all of the YouTube videos https://americasboatingchannel.com/

Become a Vessel Safety Examiner! Study the manual and take the exam online https://www.usps.org/index.php/
departments/12000/12900
Member Benefits – have you looked at all of them recently? You can be saving $$$ https://www.usps.org/
index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical
UPDATES: from the Board of Directors and Executive Director:

Photo by Ed Van Stedum

Our headquarters building in Raleigh will be closed the remainder of this week. Calls and emails will be monitored.
A message was sent to all district and squadron commanders today.
Also, with regard to squadron and district meetings, votes, changes of watch, etc.: while we do not have a formal
(unbelievable, I know, given the size and scope of our Operations Manual and Bylaws) procedure for conducting
business when a national emergency has occurred, the National Committee on Rules position is “…for squadrons
and districts to conduct business by the best available means while preserving the safety and security of our
members”; thus you may make use of electronic means. 3. The Educational Department is in the process of creating a Virtual Meeting Indoctrination seminar which will be sent to all district and squadron commanders. Target:
in hands early next week! 4. Vessel Safety Examiners: The USCGAux has recommended that examiners suspend
performing Vessel Safety Checks until further notice. We support that recommendation.
I wish you fair winds, calm seas, and good health.
Mary Paige Abbott
Chief Commander

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
© United States Power Squadrons®
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March 2020 General Meeting

Cdr Tony Romersa, P inducts Vietta Smagghe and Darrell Bedwell, assisted by Lt Nancy Alon-May,S

Lt Susan Sherrow AP conducting an introduction to Merit Marks

Pix by Jim A.
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The first ever Manatee Sail and Power Squadron’s Poker Run was held on March 1st and was
met with great enthusiasm! Everyone had a wonderful time.
Sixty-five players stopped at four locations and received a sealed envelope at each stop with a
playing card inside. By 1330, participants were required to meet at Caddy’s Waterfront Restaurant in Bradenton where they paid the $10.00 entry fee and drew their 5th card. The judges
opened all of the envelopes and ranked the participants’ hands.

Congratulations to the winners:
st

1 place

$300.00

Chris Christensen

2nd place

$200.00

Lt/C Ed Smith, P

3rd place

$110.00

Lt Martha Spencer, P

Consolation $10.00

Howard Swanson, S

Although this event was only open to members,
members were encouraged to bring friends and
family, which provided an opportunity to share
our love of boating with those closest to us.
Additionally, all stops on the Poker Run were
accessible by land and water, which allowed
everyone the opportunity to participate in the
event.
A special thanks goes to Lt/C Tom Mertz, AP
for organizing this successful Poker Run!

Thank you also to Tom’s assistants: P/C Matt
Braatz AP and Sandi Braatz S, P/C Tom Brown P,
Chris Christiansen and Julie Christensen S, Dan
Meldrum S, Jan Mertz, Mark and Jane Ramach,
Howard Swanson S, and Peggy Swanson S.
The event was met with such enthusiasm that by
popular demand it will become an annual event.
Pix by Sue A.
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Stop 1

Woody’s River-Roo

Pix by Sue A.
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Stop 2

Riviera
Dunes

Pix by Sue A.
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Stop 3
Bradenton
Yacht Club

Pix by Larry B. and Sue A.
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Stop 4
Bradenton Municipal
Dock

Pix by Tom Brown
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Stop 5 — Caddy’s

Pix by Bob Miller and Sue A.
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The best way to
end a “long” day
of cruising!

Pix by Sue A. & Larry B.
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Just for Girls Fishing
The weather was perfect for our Just for Girls Fishing Adventure on March 12. This is the 21st
year the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron has been performing this wonderful community service for
the Just for Girls School.
Thirteen Squadron members met at the Green Bridge at 10:00 am to prepare the fishing
tackle and bait the hooks. The girls arrived at about 10:30 am and we were ready. The
girls were excited to have their pictures taken with their prized catches. The clumps of
clam shells and globs of green seaweed they reeled in did not deter them from pursuing
their goals. They persisted and so did the clam shells and seaweed. They really did have a good time
and our volunteers assisted them throughout the entire process.
At 12:15 pm the girls traveled to Blackstone Park. They were met by 14 additional Squadron volunteers, hot dogs, bratwurst, homemade desserts and lots of treats.
The School greatly appreciates what we do for them and invites representatives from MSPS to their
annual graduation ceremonies. At this event, we receive a warm welcome and are presented with a
Certificate of Appreciation.

The following 27 Squadron members helped to make March 12 a truly special day for 20 young ladies:
Jim Agruso, Susan Agruso, Larry Beverage, Matt Braatz, Chris Christensen, Kathy Gee, Myles Gee,
Bob Gutierrez, Angelain Loggins, Dwayne Loggins, Rich Maggio, Dan Meldrum, Bob Miller, Steve Petty,
Tony Romersa, Jim Schipper, Roland Seidel, Ed Smith, Donnia Smith, Bill Spencer, Carolyn Stewart,
Mike Stewart, Howard Swanson, Celia Strawn, Illene Tress, Don Tress, Ed Van Stedum
Thank you for making some pleasant memories for these young ladies.

Ed Van Stedum
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First
They
Fished
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PICNIC!

Girls fishing pictures courtesy of Celia S., Bob M., Chris C., Ed V., & Jim A.
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Upcoming Event Information
Next SUNSET CELEBRATION ~~ 12 MAY
Hi folks,
Our next Sunset Celebration is 12 MAY. Join us at the
Tiki Hut on Holmes Beach just before Sunset at 2011
hours.
Get there an hour early to share the Sunset spirit….and the spirits.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MSPS Breakfast Munch Brunch ~~ 17 MAY
The MSPS Breakfast Munch Bunch get together is Sunday 17 MAY 2020 at 0930.
That's still 9:30 AM for you Land Lovers so come early if you want. There is always an early bird or two there to chat with. Just in case you forget, it is always
the 3rd Sunday of each month. Come rain or shine, no matter what. So, I hope to
see you all at the VFW on the corner of 51st Street and Manatee Ave West in
Bradenton. Breakfast is only $6.00 and that includes your eggs, bacon, hash browns, biscuits & gravy & good old Kentucky apple pancakes. Coffee and orange juice is free and goes well with your
meal. You can't even beat that price with a stick. So come down, have some kick back good times
with the Squadron, and say hello to all your friends. Also, bloody Mary's and screw drivers are only
$1.25, and, if you want draft beer, it is $0.75 all day. Great prices!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Want to be Famous?
When you attend any MSPS function just take some pictures and
send them to the Helm Station at hs@manatee-squadron.org.
Include your name (for credit...the famous part!),the names of those
in the pictures if possible, and a brief description of the event.
Your picture could be on the Cover!!!
-ed
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SAVE THE DATE!!!!!

SUNDAY MAY 17TH
Manatee Sail & Power Squadron

23rd ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON
RIVIERA DUNES MARINA

DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT
1230-1630

Order from a “Selected” Menu
Simple Green Salad or Caesar Salad …..$6
Coconut Shrimp….. $11
Fish and Chips ….$15
Chicken Bruschetta Sandwich with one side …..$11
Dockside Burger with one side….. $12
Buffalo Chicken Eggrolls …..$10
Classic Cobb Salad …..$12 with chicken…. $16
Marias Salad…..$11 with chicken….. $15
1 lb. Peel and Eat Shrimp….. $16
Margarita Flatbread…..$10
All soft drinks and coffee ...$3

PAY AT THE LUNCHEON
18% GRATUITY PLUS 7% TAX added
TO SIGN UP CONTACT BOB MILLER AT ao@manatee-squadron.org
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OUR CALENDAR
May 2020
05 May 2020

1900

Membership Meeting

10 May 2020

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

Mother’s Day

12 May 2020

Before
Sunset

Sunset Toast

Holmes Beach, AMI

17 May 2020

0930

Breakfast Munch Bunch

VFW Bradenton

17 May 2020

1230-1630

MSPS Anniversary Party

TBD

23-24 May 2020

TBA

TBA

Tampa Marriott

26 May 2020

1700

EXCOM MEETING

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

June 2020
02 June 2020

1900

Membership Meeting

Elks Lodge, Palmetto, Fl

09 June 2020

Before
Sunset

Sunset Toast

Holmes Beach, AMI

14 June 2020

Father’s Day

21 June 2020

0930

Breakfast Munch Bunch

VFW Bradenton

26-27 June 2020

TBA

TBA

Little Harbor

Answer to the Puzzle of the month
Herein: I, her, in, he, ere, here, rein
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MSPS Boating 2020

Date(s)

Location

23-24 May

Tampa Marriott

26-27 June

Little Harbor

24-25 July

Treasure Island

21-22 Aug

Vinoy

8-17 Sept

National Conference

26-27 Sept

Longboat Key

9-17 Oct

District Conference

22-25 Oct

District C&R at Twin Dolphin

7-16 Nov

Fall Getaway
7-9 Nov

11-12 Dec

Port Captain

Fisherman Village

10-12 Nov

Tarpin Point Marina/Cape Harbor Marina

13-15 Nov

South Seas

Marina Jack
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Birthdays - 2020
January

March

February



Ed Cornell



Monique Gutierrez



Jan Mertz



Tony Romersa

May

•

June

September

Matt Braatz
Linda Romersa

Sandi Braatz
Nadene Cornell
Kathy Gee
Tom Mertz
Donnia Smith
Bob Gutierrez
Barbara Brown

August

Ed Smith

October









•

July


•
•

Tom Brown

November



April
Marty Spencer

Myles Gee

•

December
Bill Spencer

I/We wish to join the 2020 Helmsman Program

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month

Mail or hand in this form to
the Treasurer. Thanks!

______________________________________________ ______________
Member Name

Birthday Month
Enclose a check made payable to MSPS in the amount of $10 for one person, $20 for 2
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Sunshine News & Thanks
Lt Marty Spencer, P

HAPPY EASTER!!!
Our P/C Gary Mink, P passed away on 18 March, 2020 after a battle with Brain Cancer.
Please keep his widow Jann in your thoughts and prayers.

Because of the coronavirus, the 07 April meeting has been cancelled.
Hopefully the 05 May meeting will not be cancelled. Snacks will be provided by :
Marlene Bray
Pat Capsavage, S
Linda Romersa, S
Ladies....many thanks!
Hopefully we all stay healthy during this time of incredible inconvenience and keep social distancing.

Please contact me, mwspencer25@gmail.com, if you know of anyone who would love to have a little
sunshine sent their way.
Always keep our service men & women in your thoughts and prayers.

Helmsman: A Helmsman is “one who steers the ship.” The Helm Station is our monthly
newsletter, and is one of the ways we communicate with our members and helps us steer our
organization. It is also one of our largest expenses. To help us defray the cost of publishing
this newsletter, we established the Helmsman Program.
You can become a Helmsman for The Helm Station by contributing $10 in honor of
the month of your birthday. We will publish your name on The Helmsman Page and recognize
your birthday during your birth month. Sign up in January to have your support listed
throughout the year.
If you paid to join the Helmsman Page ($10/year) you are also eligible for a free
classified ad in two consecutive issues. What a deal! Contact the editor to take advantage of
this opportunity to clean out the old boat locker.
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Realty
5215 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34208
Direct: 941-757-9667
Office: 941-741-2500

Jody Goldman, Realtor®, GRI, SRES, President’s Circle
A proud member of the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron specializing in waterfront properties.
Let me help you find your next dream home.
Translate what you love . . . to where you live!™

Advertise!
advertise@manatee-squadron.org
We encourage members and non-members to place advertisements in
The Helm Station offering goods and services. The Helm Station reaches over 150 MSPS members, other District 22 squadron members and a
national audience through our website on USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable; $45 a year for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple
classified ad in 2 issues.
Support our Advertisers—They support us!
[note—rates subject to change without notice; contact our advertising
officer for additional details on pricing, ad sizing, and other information.]
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The Helm Station
4728 Starboard Dr.
Bradenton, FL 34208
hs@manatee-squadron.org

Our Next Business Meeting
05 May 2020
At 1900
Palmetto Elks
4611 4th Avenue E
Palmetto, Florida 34220

Bay Pines Veterans Need our Support
As most of you are aware, we collect donations for Bay Pines during the Christmas Season. Their
needs however are year round. The Bay Pines Community residents include both men and women that
are living in Rehab units, mental health units, hospice, and other long-term care facilities. We are encouraging everyone to think about how they might support these needy veterans throughout the year.
Needed items include:
Coffee, creamers, sugar and other supplies
Toiletries – Deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes, shaving cream, soap
Snack foods are welcome as well as long as they are sealed
Socks, undershirts, caps, and sweaters
We will have a donation box at each meeting and Elks will be delivering to Bay Pines every
month. Find a pace in your heart this month for these needy veterans.

April 2020
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