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In this Edition:      

* Messages from our Commander and Bridge  

       Officers  

* Sunset Toast pictures 

* ABC Class Recap 

* Highlights of the Anniversary Party 

* Raft-up Recap 

* Columbia Restaurant Wrap up 

 

* 2018 Boating Schedule 

* Vessel Safety Checks Update 

* Upcoming  Events Information 

* Fishing Report and Small Boats Information 

* Calendar, Snacks, Sunshine & Trivia 

* Member news, Helmsman page & advertisements 

* And much more ... 
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Cdr Matt Braatz, AP cdr@manatee-squadron.org 

Commanderõs Message     

Come for the Boating 

 

The Helm Station 

A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power 
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power 
SquadronsÈ.  We are located in Manatee 
County, Florida. 

Editor:  Lt Lynne Gieges, S 

  hs@manatee-squadron.org 

Asst. Editor:  Lt John Walsh, N             

Advertising: P/C Gary Mink, P 

Distribution Lt Jay Sands, P 

Photos:  as noted 

  

The Helm Station is the official publication 
of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron with 
twelve issues yearly.  Opinions expressed in 
The Helm Station  are those of the author of 
the article and do not necessarily represent 
the position of The Helm Station, MSPS, or 
USPS.  All rights reserved. 

Hard to believe that May has come 

and gone, and we are now in June.  

Last month, we had a great number 

of events, especially giving out the 

various awards received from District 22.  We had another 

great ABC class, raft up, anniversary party, and cruise to 

the Marriott in Tampa with the luncheon at the Columbia 

Restaurant to name a few.  I missed the anniversary party, 

being sick, but I understand from Lt Nancy Gulling we had a 

good turnout, although we were short in the number of peo-

ple who had originally signed up.  Thanks to Nancy and to P/C 

Nadene Cornell, S who filled in for me.  The cake was deli-

cious! 

 

June will be busy.  We will have a hurricane preparedness 

talk before the general membership meeting, and it is not 

too soon to think about the upcoming hurricane season.  To 

name a few upcoming events: Marauderõs baseball game, pic-

nic at Anna Maria Island, and a boating trip to Aquamarine 

at Palm Harbor.  Donõt forget the Munch Bunch; what a 

great breakfast at a great price with P/C Gary Mink, P coor-

dinating, and the Sunset Toast.  Sunset Toast last month 

was fantastic é weather was accommodating.  Thanks to 

Richard Maggio, P who started this monthly event on Anna 

Maria.  See the Helm Station for additional details. 

 

In July and August, we do not have a general membership 

meeting, but there are still a lot of activities going on.  Be 

sure to read the Helm Station during these months to keep 

abreast of everything.  See you at the Juneõs general mem-

bership meeting.  Have a safe boating month.  If you have 

any great squadron boating photos during the summer, share 

them with us via the. Helm Station @ HS@manatee-

squadron.org.        

Thanks! 
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 Lt/C Nadene Cornell, S xo@manatee-squadron.org 

Executive Officer 

Well, we are in a very wet May, but that can't drown our spirits.  Had a very wonderful 
anniversary celebration and great food and even greater time with all our fellow 
squadron friends.  Thanks to all who came to the event and to those who organized it. 

 

We have a D/22 event coming up.  It is an outing to see the Rays and Yankees play on 
Sunday 24 Jun 2018.  The game starts at 1310 with gates opening at 1140.  The tick-

ets are $49.00 and include a Raysõ hat.  It's group seating on the lower level near 3rd base.  If interested, 
call Jeanne Drury at 727-342-5719 and mention you are a Power Squadron member.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the June meeting for MSPS members who need to car pool. 

 

Just want to mention the fall C & R for D/22 at the Inn at Little Harbor é the dates are 31 Oct thru 03 Nov 
2018.  More on this at the September meeting. 

Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Tony Romersa ao@manatee-squadron.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

It sure feels like summer has arrived.  Just a few weeks ago it felt like winter.  
We now are off and running in the warmth of the Sunshine State. 

In May, we celebrated our squadronõs 21st anniversary with a great party at the Blu Mangrove Grill overlooking 
the Riviera Dunes Marina.  We had a good turnout and lots of good fellowship and a few tall tales of our squad-
ronõs history and its unique and dedicated members.  As I write, our members are preparing for a cruise to the 
Tampa Marriot (25-27 May 2018) and a C & R to the Columbia Restaurant in Ybor City on 26 Jun 2018. 

June will be our last membership meeting before the July/August summer break; however, there are lots of fun 
events coming up. 

June will begin with a night out at òthe old ball parkó for Marauders baseball 07 Jun 2018.  On 12 Jun 2018 we 
will have a Sunset Toast and on 16 Jun 2018 we will enjoy our 2018 annual Bob Jorgenson Memorial Picnic at 
Bayfront Park on Anna Maria Island. Those still hungry after the picnic, will meet for breakfast Munch Bunch 
at the Bradenton VFW on 17 Jun 2018.  The following weekend (22-24 Jun 2018) the fleet will cruise to Aqua-
marine at Palm Harbor. 

On 04 Jul 2018 we will celebrate our nationõs 242nd birthday ð Happy Birthday America. 

Treasure Island on the 13-15 Jul 2018.  Those not on the cruise will want to enjoy a great breakfast Munch 
Bunch on 15 Jul 2018.   

No membership meeting in August; but Sunset Toast will be on the 14 Aug 2018, breakfast Munch Bunch on 19 
Aug 2018 and a cruise to Little Harbor on 17-19 Aug 2018. Our next membership meeting will be on 04 Sep 
2018. 

In the meantime, break out the suntan lotion, the swim suits, and have a great, safe summer. 

 



Page 4    

The Helm Station -  Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

  Education Department 

Lt/C Cliff Schmidt, JN          seo@manatee-squadron.org 

 

Our spring training schedule has come to an end.  Some great classes were offered, 

Sail, Cruise Planning, Engine Maintenance, Seamanship, Piloting and Junior Navigation. 

Thank you to all the instructors that taught these outstanding classes.  

 

MSPS also had two Americaõs Boating Classes for the community.  Thank you to the chair, instructors and assis-

tants for putting on these classes.  This class helps our boating community to be safe on the water.  

 

The 2018 Youth Poster Contest is open.  This event is open to all squadron and non-squadron children and grand-

children, ages 6-14.  The theme for this year's contest is "America's Boating Club Saves Lives."  First, second 

and third place winners are selected in each of three age categories:  

             Ages 6 ð 8  

             Ages 9 ð 11  

             Ages 12 ð 14  

The posters needed to be to be turned in by 15 Jun 2018.  For information on the contest pleased contact me 

directly for the guidelines.  

 

As we say good bye to our northern friends and RV travelers, keep in mind that training does not have to stop.  

United States Power Squadron ð Americas Boating Club has many web-based courses to take; the courses typi-

cally only take 1-2 hours complete.  Look at the online courses, seminars and webinars at: 

https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/online-boating-education/. 

And, for you book readers, The Ensign has a list of great reading: technical, fiction and non-fiction books and 

audio books for your summer enjoyment.  Check out the òShips Libraryó in the latest edition of the Ensign.  

 

A lot is going on in the educational department at the national level.  I will try to keep you updated on the new 

news as it comes in.  

 
SAFE BOATING  

Wear your PFD, carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye on the weather 

        

https://americasboatingclub.org/education-matters/online-boating-education/
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April Event 

28 Apr 2018~~Raft-Up 

Photos provided by Lt Jim Gieges, S and 
P/C Larry Beverage, SN. 

Over the weekend, 11 boats came together 
for our raft-up with a for holding total of 24 
people and two pups.  Participants climbed 
onto each otherõs boats sharing food, drinks 
and conversations.  Plans for next yearõs raft 
up are already being worked on for holding 
the event on the second weekend of April to 
witness and participate in the De Soto landing 
reenactment. 
 
Lt Don Hanzlik, S 
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Photo provided by Lt John Walsh, N 

May Event 

01 May 2018~~General Membership Meeting 

Cdr Matt Braatz, AP Lt  Susan Sherrow, P Merit Marks 
chairperson are recognizing P/C Bob Hintze, Jn for 25 merit 

New Members~~Marlene Bray and Cary and 
Lynn Daniel  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From left to right:  1/Lt Bill Spencer, SN,, Jim Agruso, S, Lt Susan Agruso, S, Linda Romersa, S, Lt/C Tony 
Romersa, S and Dan Meldrum, S 

 

Lt John Walsh,  N with 1/Lt Bill Spencer, SNõs are teaching the Marine Navigation (formerly known as Piloting 
P) class.  The class will finish at the end of May. 
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AMERICAS BOATING COURSE CLASS OF 05 MAY 2018 

 

 
Saturday 05 May 2018 Manatee conducted Americas Boating Course at the Palmetto Elks.  Fourteen students 
successfully completed the course.  Above, students and some of the volunteers are pictured. Below instruc-
tors and students at work. Looking forward to fall of 2018, Manatee will offer another course to members and 
the public.   
Thanks to all the volunteers for making this a very successful class. 

 
Knots & Lines 
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May Event 

08 May 2018~~Sunset Toast 

May's Second Tuesday was much better than our Rain Out in April. 12 members came to enjoy the weather, the 
music, the Tiki offerings, and of course Le Soleil. 

Also- a correction to last monthõs Helmstation which accidentally mixed up March and April Sunset stats. 

April was the washout. 5 showed up and left for drier climes, since everything was shut down! [Even though the 
rain finally quit, and the sun made an eventual appearance] 

March was a much better day, with 14 sun lovers coming down to toast the sunset. 

If you look at the May Helmstation sunset photos, and you see Squad members, that was March. If not, that was 
the April crowd! 

Rich Maggio,  P 
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May Events 

12 May 2018~~Anniversary Party 

The MSPS anniversary was held on 12 May 2018 at the Blu Mangrove at 1130 hours. It was a wonderful event 
with a 45 minute social time before ordering lunch.  Lt/C Nadene Cornell, S emceed the event in the absence 
of Cdr Matt Braatz, AP who wasn't feeling well. The waitstaff was very accommodating, and did a wonderful 
job serving everyone lunch. A safety-first photo was taken on the Blu Mangrove's patio of all the members 
attending. Publix provided a decorated anniversary cake that everyone enjoyed.  
 
 
A reminder to the membership:  Please try to attend our events when you sign up for 
them. We had 68 reservations, 2 people contacted me with regrets that they were ill, 
and 20 people were no-shows. That is nearly 30% of those saying they were coming. 
It is difficult to plan special events under those circumstances, as you can imagine.  
 
Lt Nancy Gulling 

Photos provided by P/C Larry Beverage, SN 
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May Event 

We always find time to have a party even on a less than perfect Holiday weekend! 
30 Squadron members drove to Ybor City for lunch at the Columbia, the oldest Spanish restaurant in the 
US.  It's historical ambiance, 1905 salad, sangria and menu selections were totally Spanish and exquisite. The 
drive was worth it. 

Lt Monique Gutierrez, S 
 

26 May 2018~~lunch at the Columbia Restaurant 

Photos provided by Lt Monique Gutierrez, S 


