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A unit of the United States Power Squadrons™        

The Helm Station 

www.manatee-squadron.org  941-799-7370 

In this Edition:      

 Messages from our Commander and Bridge  

    Officers 

 C & R Seafood Shack Recap  

 Trent-Severn Waterway  Pictures 

 

 

 August Pool Party Information 

 Up and Coming Boating Activities 

 Calendar, Snacks, Trivia 

 Member news, Helmsman page & advertisement 

 And much more ... 

August 2016 

C & R Seafood Shack, Cortez  

Photo provided by P/C Tom Brown P  
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Cdr Cliff Schmidt JN cdr@manatee-squadron.org 

Commanderõs Message     

Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends. 

 

The Helm Station 

A publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squad-

ron, a unit of the United States Power Squadrons®.  

We are located in Manatee County, Florida.  

Editor:  Lt Lynne Gieges S  

  hs@manatee-squadron.org 

Asst. Editor:  Lt John Walsh N                 

Advertising: P/C Gary Mink P 

Distribution Lt Jay Sands P  

Photos:  as noted  

  

The Helm Station is the official publication of the 

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron with twelve issues 

yearly.  Opinions expressed in The Helm Station   

are those of the author of the article and do not 

necessarily represent the position of The Helm Sta-

tion, MSPS, or USPS.  All rights reserved.  

The dog days of summer are 

here.  The water is warm, calm, 

and afternoon storms are com-

ing in.   

A reminder to all members the 

September meeting is replaced with a òWelcome Backó get 

together at YachtSea Grill in Bradenton 06 Sep 2016 

starting at 1800.  Most of the bridge will be out of town on 

the date of the membership meeting.  I will be on a family 

trip and will see you all in October.  

In a few months, we will be back into events and shows.  

09-11 Sep 2016 ~~Tampa Boat Show  

30 Sep 2016 and 01 Nov 2016~~D22 Fall Conference, in 

Punta Gorda, FL 

To keep our organization running smoothly, we need some 

help.  Our outstanding ships store keeper for the past 3 

years, Lt Ingrid Seidel S, is passing the baton.  We need 

someone interested in running our ships store.  Duties in-

clude keeping up on the inventory, and selling MSPS mer-

chandise at the general meetings.  Please contact one of 

the bridge members if you are interested.  MSPS ExCom 

has been working on some great new additions to help make 

our squadron run more effectively.  Watch for some 

changes to the web site, and a new storage cabinet at the 

Elks lodge for storing equipment used at the membership 

meeting, and ship stores merchandise.   

 

As you travel this summer, keep current with MSPS by 

checking the web site at www.manatee-squadron.org.  De-

tails of current squadron information, the most updated 

calendar, our Facebook page, and the Helm Station are 

available.  

Please send me photos of your travels far and near, by e -

mail or text.  I will put together a photo show for our 

membership meeting, or will be a photo page in the Helm 

Station.  

Wear your PFD, Carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye on 

the weather. 
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Executive Department  

        Lt/C George Druist SN xo@manatee-squadron.org 

New in September 

The Squadron is purchasing a roll -around storage container to be kept at the Elks 

Club year round.  This container will be used to store items used for meetings and 

presentations at the Elks Club but now stored at Hide -Away Storage Facility in Ellenton.  No longer will Ship's 

Store Items, the American and USPS flags, and the portable P. A.  system have to be transported back and forth 

from off -site areas to the Elks Club.  Responsible Squadron Members will have a set of keys for the Elks Club for 

occasions when the materials are used off -site.  

MSPS in the National USPS Media 

If you haven't heard about it yet, read Cdr Cliff Schmidt JNõs excellent article òStaying afloat at the dockó on 

page 15 of the Summer Edition of the USPS ENSIGN magazine.  Also on page 35 of the ENSIGN  see Squadron 

Members support boating safety by sporting their pfds in a group photo at our Treasure Island C & R back in 

April of this year.  Congratulations to those members and to Lt Carolyn Schmidt S, our Boating Safety Officer.  

The 2016-2017 Boating Season Approaches 

August is already upon us.  In a month September arrives, the days become shorter and our MSPS activities for 

the 2016 -2017 season start to ramp up.  Our first meeting after the Summer hiatus is on  06  Sep 2016 and for a 

change, it is a dinner meeting to be held at the YachtSea Grill at 1800.  Squadron business will still be conducted, 

albeit in abbreviated format.  But importantly, this dinner meeting is a good time to buttonhole the Squadronõs 

instructors in the Education Department to make sure that they know of your interests in courses and seminars 

for the upcoming year, sign up for Squadron events, and catch up on plans for the òFall Get A Wayó Cruise.  Also, 

you can discuss plans to attend the District 22 Fall Conference in Punta Gorda on Saturday 01 Oct 2016.   

For your information, Squadron Instructors are: 

 

 

 

 

. 

       

 

 

  

Boating is fun .. We'll show you how. 

Seamanship S P/C Myles Gee SN  

Piloting P Lt John Walsh N  

Advance Piloting AP  P/C Don Cook SN 

Junior Navigation JN  P/Lt/C Mike Stewart SN  

Navigation N  P/Lt/C Mike Stewart SN  

Engine Maintenance P/C Carl Nyman JN  

Cruise Planning Lt Charlie Bigham SN  

Instructor Development  P/C Myles Gee SN  

Marine Electronics  P/C Charlie Brunner SN  

Sail  Lt Bill Dearstyne JN  

Weather  PC Richard Harrison JN  
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 Lt/C Howard Kelly S ao@manatee-squadron.org 

Administrative Department  

Well I trust that the summer is progressing well for all our Squadron friends.  I continual-

ly marvel at the heat you folks are coping with this year; as I write this, it is sunny and low 

70õs at a good friendõs home a few miles south of Georgian Bay.  It seems that every day I 

check the weather in Madeira Beach it òfeels likeó 100 to 105 degrees!  

Margot and I have finished the first leg of our summer cruise as I write.  We have jour-

neyed about 350 miles from our homeport on the St. Lawrence River to Midland, Ontario, at the southeastern 

end of Georgian Bay.  We are pausing here for a few days before we proceed on north through the Bay and into 

the North Channel in route to Sault Ste. Marie.  As any of our colleagues who have done the Great Loop will at-

test, this part of the trip arguably features the finest scenery to be found anywhere.  

I thought I would share a few details of the trip so far for those who may be traveling vicariously with the Re-

mission.  We have gone through 43 standard locks, two lift locks, and one marine railway. The trip, at a relaxed 

pace, took seven days and too much gas!  Canadian marinas charge around $1.26/liter or approximately $4.80 

(Canadian) a gallon.  With two old big block, carbureted Crusaders in our boat, we will be digging deep for the 

full trip!  Near Georgian Bay, you pass through Balsam Lake, which is the highest navigable point in North Ameri-

ca from where one can circumnavigate the world.  The lift locks are also fascinating; the one in Peterborough 

lifts or drops you 65 feet, which is the most of any hydraulic lift lock in the world.  Picture two large tubs of 

water with a very large piston under each, and you get the picture.  Upon entering the lock, you tie your boat up 

and prepare to travel 65 feet up or down in about 3 minutes! It only takes an additional foot of water in the up-

per lock to start the process.  The marine railway is also unusual.  The boats are held in slings in what is effec-

tively a very large travel lift on railway tracks.  You travel over a 58 -foot hill to get from one body of water to 

another.  The number of boats carried varies with their size.  On our trip over the hill, we had our 34 -foot 

Wellcraft, a 19 -foot bow rider and a 40 -foot Cruiser.  I have forwarded some pictures to Lynne so that mem-

bers can get a good idea about both these ingenious transit devices.  

The Trent -Severn Canal is an official Canadian heritage canal with only pleasure craft using this system of 

lakes, rivers, and man -made canals.  Each lock has a lockmasterõs office with washrooms. There are no showers 

and power is only available at four locks on the system.  There is a new generation of folks in charge of the sys-

tem and they are working hard to add facilities for the betterment of the boaters.  They will continue to add 

power (baby steps) but the showers will be more problematic because of space limitations.  The canal is a òuser-

pay systemó with a season pass costing just under $300 for our 34-foot boat.  To tie up at a lock overnight, the 

cost is $44.40 with power or $9.80 less without, for our Wellcraft.  There are a number of marinas along the 

route with gas and diesel being readily available.  The Waterway Guide for the Great Lakes is a must!  Next year 

is Canadaõs 150th  birthday and all locking fees are being waved on the canal.  This might be the year to go!  

Margot and I will continue onwards around 21 Jul 2016.  Next month I will wrap up my report on the voyage.  

Safe summer boating and keep out of the sun!  

(Please see the pictures provided by Lt/C  Howard Kelly  S on page 6) 
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Lt/C Bob Kelly N 

          

 seo@manatee-squadron.org 

Education Department  

Summer is now well underway and if you remained in Florida, you enjoy heat with high            

dew points and humidity.  Of course with these conditions there are free extras ñno                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

see um's and mosquitos.  Once through the negatives, boating has been fantastic 

with light winds, 2 -foot or less seas and thunderstorms only at 20 - 30%.  Since 

these conditions promote boating and therefore time on -the -- water, a multitude of 

pleasure boaters have joined the normal traffic of commercial fishing boats, cruise 

ships, freighters, Coast Guard, Pilot Boats, Law Enforcement, dredging equipment etc., and questions of right -of -

way is always a topic.  I find phrases help me put some order to this sometimes utter confusion.  The phrase that 

is most often repeated is òred right returnó which helps boaters to remember to keep the red day marker to 

starboard when returning from sea or going to port which is reversed when leaving but what about right -of -ways?  

Try this: òNew reels catch fish, so purchase some quicklyó.  Write it down!!!  Use the first letter of each word 

to determine the give -way and stay-on vessel.  

 

1) New ~ NUC - Not under command (any vessel that has lost control)  

 

2) Reels ~ RAM- Restricted in ability to maneuver (dredge)  

 

3) Catch ~ CBD - Constrained by draft (freighter in a channel)  

 

4) Fish ~ Fishing/trawling vessels of all types (except when trolling)  

  

5) So ~ Sailing without machine power  

 

6) Purchase ~ Power boat (includes sail boats under power)  

 

7) Some ~ Seaplane  

 

8) Willingly ~ WIG- Wing-in-ground effect (never saw one but the Russians where developing an extremely low 

flying long range bomber that used ground pressure for lift).  

 

 

Using experience as a guide apply the following:  

 

1) If it's bigger, it has the right -away 

 

2) If it's acting crazy, it has the right -away 

 

3) Assume no one but you knows the correct priority and it is your sole responsibility to avoid a collision no mat-

ter what!!!    

 

Be safe in all you and family do this beautiful Florida summer! Enjoy 
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The Administration Officer’s article continued from Page 4 



Page 7    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

July Event  

23 Jul 2016~~C & R Seafood Shack, Cortez 

This lunch event at the remodeled Seafood Shack was enjoyed by 41 Squadron 

friends.   Some came by land and some by sea to enjoy a great lunch, high -spirited 

conversation and a beautiful Florida day!    

Photos provided by P/C Tom Brown P  

Many thanks to Lt Monique 

Gutierrez S for planning 

another fun boating/lunch  

C & R for our Squadron!  



Page 8    

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

Upcoming Event Information 
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MSPS Breakfast Munch Brunch ~  21 Aug 2016 

  

  

The MSPS Breakfast Munch Bunch get together is Sunday 21 Aug 2016 @ 1000 hours. 

That's still  10:00 am for you Land Lovers so come early of you want.  There is always an 

early bird or two there to chat with.  Just in case you forget it is always the 3rd Sunday of each month.  Come 

Rain or Shine, no matter what.  So, I hope to see you all at the VFW on the corner of 51st street and Manatee 

Ave west in Bradenton.  Breakfast is only $6.00 and that includes your eggs, bacon, hash browns, biscuits & gra-

vy & good old Kentucky apple pancakes.  Coffee and orange juice is free and goes well with your meal.  You can't 

even beat that price with a stick.  So come down, have some kick back good times 

with the Squadron, and say Hello to all your friends.  Also, Bloody Mary's and Screw 

Drivers are only $1.25 and if you want draft beer it is $0.75 all day.  Great prices!  

P/C Gary Mink P 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Manatee boaters ð  
 

 

P/C Beverage JN and I are starting the initial planning for a wonderful 3 -day/2 -night trip to Pasadena Yacht Club 

located on the north side of Boca Ciega bay (27°44.91'N 082°43.35'W).  The tentative dates are  22 - 24 Aug 

2016, with arrival that Monday and departing  Wednesday.  We would like to know if you are interested in this trip 

so we can start getting a roster ready for the dock master.  

 

There is no Squadron membership meeting before this trip, so if you are interested please let me know 

at  charlie@bcrew.us.  You can cancel later, but get on the list now to receive future  
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Our Calendar 

TBD Aug 2016  TBD Boating Activity  TBD 

21 Aug 2016  1000  Breakfast Munch Bunch  VFW Bradenton  

20 Aug 2016  1130  Pool Party  Hartwellôs home, Bradenton FL 

21 -28 Aug 2016  TBD USPS Governing Board  Pittsburgh PA  

30 Aug 2016  1700  EXCOM MEETING Elks Lodge, Palmetto  

TBD Sep 2016  TBD Boating Activity  TBD 

 05 Sep 2016    LABOR DAY   

06 Sep 2016  1800  Welcome Back Get Together  
YachtSea Grille  

Bradenton, FL  

18 Sep 2016  1000  Breakfast Munch Bunch  VFW Bradenton  

27 Sep 2016  1700  EXCOM MEETING Elks Lodge, Palmetto  

30 Sep 2016  

01 Oct 2016  
TBD D22 Fall Conference  

Charlotte Harbor Event Center  

Punta Gorda, FL  

TBD Oct 2016   

TBD Taste of Manatee  Sutton Park, Palmetto  

TBD Oct 2016  TBD Boating Activity  TBD 

04 Oct 2016  1900  Membership Meeting  Elks Lodge, Palmetto  

16 Oct 2016  1000  Breakfast Munch Bunch  VFW Bradenton  

25 Oct 2016  1700  EXCOM MEETING Elks Lodge, Palmetto  

24 Oct 2016  

03 Nov 2016  
TBD FALL GET A WAY CRUISE  TBD 

 31 Oct 2016    HALLOWEEN   
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Advertisement expires March 2017  
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Bradenton Herald 

Home Delivery Rates Special Discount 

Up to 50% off 

For information call:  P/C John Warren AP 

Expires August 2016  

Expires September 2016  

Expires September 2016  

Exp: May 2017  
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Helmsman:  A Helmsman is òone who steers the shipó.  The Helm Station  is our monthly 

newsletter, and is one of the ways we communicate with our members and helps us steer our 

organization. It is also one of our largest expenses.  To help us defray the cost of publishing 

this newsletter, we established the Helmsman Program.  

 You can become a Helmsman for The Helm Station  by contributing $10 in honor of 

the month of your birthday.  We will publish your name on The Helmsman Page and recognize 

your birthday during your birth month. Sign up in January to have your support listed 

throughout the year.   

 If you paid to join the Helmsman Page ($10/year) you are also eligible for a free 

classified ad in two consecutive issues.  What a deal!  Contact the editor to take advantage 

USPS United States Power Squadron  S Seamanship 

MSPS Manatee Power and Sail Squadron  P Piloting  

Cdr Current Commander  AP Advanced Piloting  

P/C Past Commander JN  Junior Navigator  

EO Executive officer  N Navigator  

AO  Administrative Officer  SN Senior Navigator  

SEO Squadron Education Officer  C & R Cruise and Rendezvous 

Lt/C  Lieutenant Commander  COW Change of  Watch  

1/Lt   First Lieutenant      

Lt  Lieutenant      

P/Lt/C  Past Lieutenant Commander      

A lot of our new members attended these events which is what MSPS is all about.  When talking to our new mem-

bers we sometimes use acronyms common to USPS but the news member may not know what the meanings are.  I 

thought I would post a partial list of them.  You will also see these acronyms in articles in the Helm Station  

The acronyms also apply to District and National just a D ð Like D/Cdr = District Current Commander D/

Lt/C = District Lieutenant Commander, etc.  
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I/We wish to join the 2016 Helmsman Program    

 

______________________________________________ ______________ 

  Member Name                                                       Birthday Month  

______________________________________________ ______________ 

Birthdays - 2016 
Jˉ˚uˉˠʦ 

 

*    Eʋ C˛ˠɶʮʶʕ 

*    J˔ʗ Gɰeɮeʟ 

*    L˨˚ɶʍ Gɰeɮeʟ 

*    Mʳɲʍ Sɾˏwʆᴍ  

 

    Fʮˋˠuˉˠʦ 

 

*    M˛˚i˟ʀʍ Guˢɰˏˠɼʍʧ 

*    C˗ʒᴳ Sʫ˓˙idʠ  

*    Rʺlˉnʋ Sˏiɩʮʕ 

*    Cˉrʺ˗˨ʘ Sɾˏwʆᴍ 

Mˉrʫʑ 

 

*    D˛nʆ Biʱhˉʗ 

*    T˛ʗ Br˛˦ʘ 

*    Diˉnʆ N˨mˉʘ 

 

A˞ˠʳʕ 

 

*    Mʆᴏʦ Sɺˏnɨˏʞ 

    

 

Mˉʦ 

 

*    Bʺʈ Kʮʶ˗ʦ 

*    H˛wˉrʋ Kʮʶ˗ʦ 

 

    

     

 

  

 

Jˤɶʍ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J˃˗ʦ 

 

*    Chˉʿ˗ɰʍ Biʱhˉʗ 

*    Cʮ˗iʆ Sˢrˉ˦ʘ 

 

 

Au˒usʠ 

 

Sˏpɾˏʸɧˏʞ   

 

*    Mʆᴛɯˏʤ Brɥaʠʧ 

*    In˒ˠiʋ Sˏiɩʮʕ  

Octʺɧˏʞ 

 

*    Sˉnˍʒ Brɥaʠʧ 

*    Bˉʿbˉrʆ Br˛˦ʘ 

*    Naɩˏɶʍ C˛ˠɶʮʶʕ 

*    Chˉʿɳeʟ Fʮldsʫhˉʢ 

*    Kaˁ˓ʦ Gɫʍ 

*    Bʺʈ Guˢɰˏˠɼʍʧ 

*    Cˉʿʕ N˨mˉʘ 

  

 

 

N˛ʁˏʸɧˏʞ 

 

*    Mˇɳeʟ Gɫʍ 

*    Cˉrʺ˗˨ʘ Sʫ˓˙idʠ 

   

Deɨˏʸɧˏʞ 

 

*   Mˉrʐᴈ MʉG˛ˠmˉʘ 

*   Bʳʶʕ Sɺˏnɨˏʞ 

Mail or hand in this form to 

the Treasurer.  Thanks! 
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The Helm Station 

4728 Starboard Dr.  

Bradenton, FL  34208   

hs@manatee-squadron.org 

July 2016 

To: 

The Helm Station - Official publication of the Manatee Sail & Power Squadron 

Our next Business Meeting 

 

06 Sep 2016 
 

1800 
 

YachtSea Grill  

 

For directions please see our website:  

www.manatee-squadron.org 

Advertise! 

advertise@manatee-squadron.org 

We encourage members and non-members to place 

advertisements in The Helm Station offering goods 

and services. The Helm Station reaches over 150 

MSPS members, other District 22 squadron mem-

bers and a national audience through our website on 

USPS.org. Rates are very reasonable; $45 a year 

for a standard business card ad, $15 for a simple 

classified ad in 2 issues.  

Support our Advertisers ñThey support us!  

[noteñrates subject to change without notice, con-

tact our advertising officer for additional details 

on pricing, ad sizing, and other information.]  

A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons™                   District 22  


