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The Commanderôs Message 
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Cdr Tom Gibson,  AP 
748-7971 

Due to family priorities, your com-

mander has been gone quite a bit re-

cently.  As a result, Sylvia and I were 

unable to attend the C&R festivities at 

Marty and Bill Spencerôs home last 

month.  I am told the weather cooper-

ated except during the boatersô run 

home, which posed some challenges.  

Myles Gee reports that a great time was 

had by all.  I want to express a hearty 

ñwell-doneò to Marty and Bill for hosting 

this event, and to those who pitched in 

to organize and support it.  And thanks 

also to Myles for filling in for me.  We 

now look forward to the next ñsummer 

gatheringò this month at the Bimini 

Ranch where the Harrisons promise 

another great Texas-style barbeque and 

wrangling event.    

We are still up in Myrtle Beach, 

where we are busy spoiling the newest 

addition to our family, our second 

granddaughter.  Thanks for your ex-

pressions of congratulations.    

P/C Ed Cornell, P has organized a 

great adventure on Saturday Septem-

ber 19th at Picnic Island in Tampa -- a 

cardboard boat race.  This will be a 

new activity for the squadron, and is 

hosted by the Tampa Power Squadron.   

I encourage each of you to try to at-

tend.  Specifics are listed elsewhere in 

the Helm Station and we will get some 

promotional words out to you at the 

September business meeting.  Judging 

from discussions I have had with Ed 

and others, this promises to be another 

ñfunò outing.  And who knows, maybe 

Richy Evers will see a design for a boat 

that can replace ñLady Alaneò without 

the shrink wrap!!  

Iôd like to mention a USPS change 

that should be of interest to the squad-

ron.  The USPS has set up doing ñBoat 

Smart,ò (now called Americaôs Boating 

Course), on line, with the squadrons 

providing test monitoring support.  This 

subject was first broached at the recent 

Spring District Conference in a round 

table discussion group attended by P/C 

King Barnard, JN and Lt/C Don Cook, 

JN.  Please contact me or Don if you 

have inputs on this issue. 

Finally, I want to mention that Lt 

Sue Connizzo, S and others are busy 

trying to obtain another squadron shirt 

to replace the current one that can no 

longer be ordered.  Our goal is to pre-

sent to the Executive Committee and 

the squadron one or more options in 

the next several months that are lighter

-weight and that have a unique appear-

ance.  Many of you have asked when 

we are going to get more shirts, and I 

assure you that this important issue is 

ñfront and center.ò  We are trying to 

ñdo the right thingò with this decision, 

so it has necessarily taken some time.  

Please mark your calendars for 

September 1st for the next business 

meeting.  We hope to see you there 

and that you continue to have fun the 

rest of the summer!   
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Do you want to know more 

about our Squadronôs Commu-

nity Service? 

Check out the Squadron website 

www.manatee -squadron.org 

and click on the ñcommunity 

serviceò button to see some of 

the ways we help the commu-

nity.  
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Hi to all my Manatee 

Friends.  Well, another 

month has passed us 

by and soon we will 

be back to our 

monthly schedule of 

membership meet-

ings. I am looking forward to seeing 

everyone again. 

Iôm sure youôre going to read this 

elsewhere but what a great time we 

had at the Spencerôs picnic, wonder-

ful food, warm pool water and much 

fun playing the liars game. We were 

one of three that came by boat; with 

rain on the way and so much rain 

when we left that it was hard to see 

the front of the boat. A great big 

thanks to wonderful members Marty 

and Bill Spencer. 

Next month is the annual Bimini 

Ranch cookout at the Harrisons; if 

you want to have a great time put on 

your ten gallon hat and buckle up 

your holster for the best Texas hoe-

down. 

Kathy and I have been back 

nearly a month and weôve seen many 

of you but sure missed those we 

havenôt.  Weôre leaving again for 

Michigan, need to put the boat away 

for the winter and say our goodbyes 

to the family for another winter.  

So as the old song goes ñ We will 

see you in Septemberò.  YHGLAO 

 

Administrative Department ð Lt/C Myles Gee, P                                     750 -9327 

Education Department ð Lt/C Don Cook, JN                                         748 -8078      

 

I hope every-
one is enjoy-

ing the sum-
mer where 

ever you may 

be.  Those of you visiting the North-
east may be a little chilly at times. I 

wore a moderately heavy jacket to 
the July 4th fireworks near Albany NY 

and was still a little cold.  Donôt for-
get to consider your educational 

needs for the coming year. 

 

Recently I have experienced a 

computer problem which caused me 
to miss or lose E-mails.  If you sent 

me something I probably did not re-

ceive same.  I did not ignore your 
messages.  The problem has appar-

ently been resolved as everything 
seems back to normal.  Please re-

send anything of importance. 

 

The featured course for this 

month is Instructor Development 
(ID).  This course deals with effective 

communication, a skill which benefits 
one throughout life.  The student 

prepares lesson plans (speech out-

lines) and gives various length pres-

entations to the class.  Instruction in 
the use of audio visual aids is in-

cluded.  Please give some considera-
tion to becoming an instructor.  It is 

very rewarding and you really get to 

know your subject.  

 

Now the bad news.  This course 
has historically been free to mem-

bers; however, National has decided 
to start charging $15.00.  Other 

prices have also adjusted upward, 

more info on this later.  

 

Speaking of instructors, the 
Commander has informed me we 

have some new members who were 

teaching in their old squadron and 
might like to continue.  Please con-

tact me by phone or E-mail with your 
desires, experience, and qualification 

status.  We can always use more 
instructors. 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE STATUS 

 

No change from last month.  

Please let me know if you would like 
to join any of our planned fall classes 

or desire some other course. 

 

Elsewhere in this issue is an arti-

cle on the new Boat Operator Certifi-
cation program.  Bob Jorgensen 

spoke about it at the last meeting.  
We will all be learning this together.  

 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

 

Last monthôs Question:  What is 
ñswirl errorò in a compass? 

Last monthôs answer:  Swirl error 

is when friction or the compass liquid 
delays the swing during a turn.  

 

 

This monthôs question:  Where 
did the term ñDead Reckoningò come 

from? 
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The Safety Section 

By Squadron Safety OfficerðLt Gary Mink, S  

Hello Fellow MSPS Members 

 

Can you believe it is August already? I am completely 

amazed at how fast the summer is flying by.  The weather 
has been a little wet lately but the Gulf has been really nice 

and smooth for boating. I hate to say that I had to miss 

the Spencerôs C & R but I had a good customer from St 
Louis, Missouri come into town and I had promised to en-

tertain them when they hit our shores. I was kind of sur-
prised when the phone rang about their visit, as I had mis-

takenly written their arrival date down for following Satur-
day.  You can imagine to my surprise when they called Fri-

day saying that they were in town and looking to our an-

nual fishing trip. I had to do some seriously major scram-
bling to get the boat and fishing gear ready to go out for 

the next day.  We had a nice, slow, outgoing tide all day 
but the fishing was only so -so. We went out about twenty 

miles and ended up catching two nice Kingfish and one 

really nice Wahoo.  We did some slow trolling with artificial 
baits and Budweiser.  Of course, the captain had to remain 

sober during this adventure.  Deb has left Bruiser and I to 
defend for ourselves while she is away in Ohio for three 

weeks to visit her mother.  

There is not a lot of VSC news this month so I wanted 

to see how many of you are true boaters.  Here is a short 

self test that I got from Boat U.S. to find this out.  

 

YOUôRE NOT A REAL BOATER UNTIL YOU 
HAVEé.. 

 

Forgotten to I install the drain plug before 
launching the boat:  Suddenly realizing youôre ankle 

deep in water, scrambling to contort over the transom to 
install the plug, or rushing to get the boat back on the 

trailer faster than a NASCAR pit crew really means òyouôve 

arrivedò in recreational boating. 

Contracted a Case of ñRaccoon Eyesò:  Caused by 

permanently attached sunglasses and the sunôs rays re-
flecting off the water.  The ñRaccoon Eyesò look is charac-

terized by a mask-like whiteness around the eyes sur-
rounded by sunburned cheeks, nose and forehead. Cold 

rainy weather is the only known cure.  

Sent boating -themed holiday cards:   Sailing 
Santa, lighthouses with Christmas wreaths, Rudolph pulling 

a boat full of toys, boating themed holiday cards keep the 
boating bug alive in the darkest winters. Non -boating fam-

ily and friends will just think youôve gone off the deep end. 

Purchased a Jimmy Buffet CD:   A favorite of sail 

boaters, usually accompanied by a blender and a shaker of 
salt attached to a tether so it does not get lost.  

Started shopping for a bigger boat the day after 
you buy your first one:   Also known in the psychological 

field as ñthree-feet-I-tis.ò  This disease is characterized by 

irrational and envious thoughts of larger vessel ownership. 
Most health plans do not provide for its treatment.  

Sanded the bottom, varnished the hull, replaced 
a plank and enjoyed every minute of it:   For the old 

boat lover, nothing gives a better sense of pride than 
knowing you made your classic look more wonderful than a 

fine piece of antique furniture.  

Seen a sunrise over a glassy waterway and real-
ized you are in Heaven: Most ñrealò boaters understand 

that boating and sailing are medically proven to lower 
blood pressure, whiten teeth, lower cholesterol, and delay 

the aging process. 

 

Boating is Fun but Boating safety is enjoyable, 

See you next month at the meeting  

Gary Mink 

When they said Mean Low tide they meant it!  
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We had a mostly beautiful day for the 

annual Spencer cookout aside from a nice 
little T-storm in the afternoon to soak the 

returning boaters.  The fun got started 
when our dock master tied one pile to 

another while Chris and Richard floated 

off into the canal. Burgers and brats were 
masterfully prepared by our chefs, Charlie 

Lee and Larry Beverage. Everyone thanks 
them. Marty did a great job of organizing 

everything while I walked around trying to 
look busy. As usual at an MSPS gathering, 

we didn't go hungry or thirsty either. 

Good food, good drinks, good booze! 
What more do you want?  After lunch we 

had a little contest to see if women or 
men were the smartest, most obser-

vant,...most devious! The Liars Club com-

petition would supply the answer. The 
women of course.  They won the Margari-

tas which were served by the "loser" men. 
Anyone know what a "dork" is?  

The afternoon settled down with 
groups on the patio (men & cigars), in the 

Florida room (women & wine in the AC), 

and in the pool (everyone else with the 
margaritas). Finally the boaters had to 

leave which summoned up the little thun-
derstorm I mentioned. Myles and his 

crowd  had no problems but a certain past 

commander "who shall remain unidenti-
fied" was found South of Cortez and had 

to make a  "Uie" to return to the Inlets. 
Those of us remaining moved inside and 

enjoyed the rain.  

Marty and I want to thank everyone 
for making this a really nice MSPS after-

noon!   Bill & Marty Spencer 
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TopðOur AO and crew successfully navigate to the party.  BelowðCharlie Lee and 

Larry Beverage tend the grill. 


